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PRESS    OF    F.    W.    FREEMAN, 

NOS.     17    AND    ig    WEST    THIRD    STREET, 

CINCINNATI,    O. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE   I. 


The  Association  shall  be  known  as  "The  Society  of  the  Army  of  thf, 
Tennessee,"  and  shall  include  every  officer  who  has  served  with  honor  in 
that  Army. 

Honorary  members  may  be  elected  from  those  who  have  servetl  with  honor 
and  distinction  in  any  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

article  II. 

The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  keep  alive  and  preserve  that  kindly 
and  cordial  feeliny;  which  has  been  one  of  the  characteristics  cf  this  Armv 
during  its  career  in  the  service,  and  which  lias  given  it  such  harmonv  of  actitin, 
and  contributed,  iii  no  small  degree,  to  its  glorious  achievements  in  our 
country's  cause. 

The  fame  and  glorv  of  all  the  officers  belonging  to  this  Army,  who  have 
fallen  either  on  the  field  of  biittle,  or  in  their  line  of  duty,  shall  be  a  sacred 
trust  to  this  Society,  which  shall  cause  proper  memorials  of  their  services  to 
be  collected  and  preserved,  and  thus  transmit  their  names  with  honor  to  pos- 
terity. 

The  families  of  all  such  officers  who  shall  be  in  indigent  circumstances  will 
have  a  claim  upon  the  generosity  of  the  Society,  and  will  be  relieved  by  the 
voluntary  contributions  of  its  members  whenever  brought  to  their  attention. 
In  like  manner,  the  fame  and  sulTering  families  of  those  officers  who  may 
hereafter  be  stricken  down  by  deatli  shall  be  a  trust  in  the  hands  of  their  sur- 
vivors. 

article    III. 

For  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  these  objects,  the  Society  shall  be  organ- 
ized by  the  annual  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-Presidents.  The  Vice- 
Presidents  to  be  chosen,  one  from  each  Army  Corps  of  the  old  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  a  Corresponding  and  a  Recording  Secretary. 

The  Society  shall  meet  once  in  every  year,  and  those  officers  who,  for  any 
cause,  are  unable  to  attend  its  meeting,  will  be  expected  to  write  to  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  impart  such  information  in  regard  to 
themselves  as  they  may  desire,  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to  their  brother 
officers.  Honoring  the  glorious  achievements  of  oiu-  brothers-in-arms  belong- 
ing to  other  armies,  whose  services  have  contributed,  in  an  equal  degree,  in 
the  re-establishment  of  our  Government,  and  desiring  to  draw  closer  to  them 
in  the  bonds  of  social  feeling,  the  President,  or  either  of  the  Vice-Presidents 
.of  this  Society  shall  be  authorized  to  invite  the  attendance  of  any  officer  of 
the  United  States  Army  at  any  of  our  annual  meetings. 


4  Amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

First.  That  the  first  sentence  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"The  Society  shall  be  organized  by  the  annual  election  of  a  President  and 
six  Vice-Presidents,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  and 
a  Treasurer." 

Second.  That  article  third  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  as  to  read 
as  follows: 

"The  number  of  Vice-Presidents  shall  be  twelye.  instead  of  one  from  each 
Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee." 

Third.  "That  each  member  may,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President 
and  a  majority  vote  of  the  Society,  at  any  annual  meeting,  designate  b}'  last 
will  and  testament,  or  otherwise,  in  writing,  the  relative  to  whom  his  mem- 
bership shall  descend,  and  in  default  of  such  designation,  the  same  shall,  sub- 
ject to  the  same  approval  and  vote,  descend  to  his  eldest  son,  and  such  mem- 
bership, so  descending,  shall  carry  with  it  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  obli- 
gations of  original  membership.  That  in  case  such  deceased  member  has  no 
son  eligible  to  membership,  and  has  made  no  designation,  then  his  widow,-  if 
she  so  desire,  shall  be  considered  an  honorary  member,  and  as  such  shall  re- 
ceive our  care,  consideration  and  respect,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
notices  of  proposed  meetings,  and  reports  of  proceedings." 

Fourth.  "That  honorary  members  may  be  elected  from  those  who  served 
with  honor  and  distinction  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


By-Laws. 


BY-LAWS. 

ARTICLE    I. 

All  persons  applying  previous  to,  on,  or  after  the  annual  meeting  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy  (1S70),  for  enrollment,  shall  pay  a  membershi[) 
fee  of  ten  dollars  ($10)  ;  that  the  annual  dues  shall  continue  to  be  one  dollar 
($1),  and  persons  applying  for  membership  shall  pay  back  dues;  that  all  fees 
and  dues  are  payable  to  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  all  money  received  by 
him  on  account  of  the  Society  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Treasurer,  and  that 
all  money  received  as  fees  shall  by  the  Treasurer  be  added  to  the  Permanent 
Fund. 

ARTICLE   II. 

Money  for  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Society  may  be  expended  bv  the 
Treasurer  upon  the  warrant  of  the  President.  All  other  expenditures  only  in 
pursuance  of  a  vote  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  Treasurer  shall  make  a  report  to  the  annual  meeting  of  all  receipts  and 
expenditures  with  vouchers. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  report  to  the  annual  meeting  all  money 
received  by  him,  and  all  transferred  by  him  to  the  Treasurer. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  report  to  every  meeting  all  correspond- 
ence of  general  interest. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

All  questions  and  resolutions  shall  be  decided  hy  a  majority  of  the  members 
present.  But  amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution  shall  be  acted  upon 
only  at  the  annual  meeting  subsequent  to  the  one  at  which  they  may  be  pro- 
posed, unless  the  postponement  be  dispensed  with  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows  : 

I.     Reading  of  the  journal  of  the  previous  meeting. 

Appointment  of  committees  on  business  and  for  nomination  of  officers. 

Receiving  reports. 


Current  business. 
Election  of  officers. 
Adjournment. 


ARTICLE  VI. 


If  the  Society  shall,  at  anv  meeting,  omit  to  designate  the  time  and  pbice 
of  the  next  meeting,  the  President  shall,  by  due  public  notice,  lix  the  time  anJ 
place. 


By-Laws  and  ATnendnients, 


ARTICLE    VII. 

Whe-never  any  member  of  the  Society  is  reported  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  to  have  disqualified  himself  for  membership,  by  reason  of  dishonor- 
able or  vicious  conduct,  he  sIiaU  be  reported  to  the  President  of  the  Society, 
■who  thereupon  shall  order  a  court  of  not  less  than  three  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety to  inyestigate  the  facts  and  report  to  the  next  meeting  for  the  action  of 
the  Society-  in  the  case. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  BY-LAWS. 

I'^iRST.  That  article  fourth  of  the  By-Laws  be  amended  so  as  to  read: 
'•All  questions  and  resolutions,  except  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
shall  be  decided  by  majority  of  the  members  present.  But  amendments 
proposed  to  the  Constitution  shall  be  acted  upon  only  at  the  meeting  subse- 
quent to  the  one  at  which  they  may  be  proposed,  and  shall  require  a  yote  of 
two-thirds  of  all  members  present." 

Second.  That  anv  arrears  of  dues  of  deceased  members  may  be  paid  by 
a  relative  or  friend  of  a  member  so  as  to  restore  the  record  of  a  deceased 
member,  same  as  provided  for  restoring  the  record  of  a  living  member  who 
may  be  in  arrears  of  dues. 


PREFACE. 

The  adjournment  of  the  last  annual  meeting  was  made  to  cou- 
form  to  the'^selection  of  time  for  holding  the  meeting  this  year, 
made  by  the  committee  appointed  b}'  the  Society  for  that  purpose, 
but  the  local  committee  at  St.  Paul  requested  the  change  of  time 
as  expressed  in  their  letter  to  the  President,  as  follows: 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  June  IS,  1S77. 
Gknkral  W.  T.  Sherman: 

Dear  General: — A  number  of  the  members  of  the  Societ\'  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  ex-ot^cers  of  volimteers  and  "  army  "'  officers,  met  last 
evening  at  the  Metropolitan  Hotel  in  this  city,  and  had  under  consideration 
the  coming  meeting  of  the  Society  here. 

The  opinion  was  unanimous  that  in  view  of  the  usual  cold  storm  that  visits 
this  region  during  the  latter  portion  of  September,  that  it  \vould  be  advisable 
to  hold  the  meeting  some  two  or  three  weeks  earlier  if  the  change  could  be 
made  without  inconvenience  to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Society. 

The  undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  to  correspond  with  you  upon 
the  subject  and  to  suggest  a  change  from  the  26th  and  27th  days  of  September 
to  the  1 2th  and  13th  days  of  the  same  month. 

Will  you  do  us  the  favor  to  respond  to  this  suggestion,  and  advise  us 
whether  a  change  will  or  will  not  be  made  in  accordance  therewith. 

General  Hickenlooper  has  written  upon  the  subject  and  seems  inclined  to  a 
change.     We  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  B.  SANiiORN, 
Charles  A.    Morion, 
Thos.  p.  Wilson, 
Henry  A.  Castle. 

This  communication  was  endorsed  by  your  President: 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  17,  1877. 
Respectfully    referred    to   Colonel   L.    M.    Dayton,    Secretary.    Cincinnati, 
requesting  him  to  consult  with  Generals  Force  and   Hickenlooper,   and   with 
their  approval  to  give  general  notice  of  the  change  of  date  for  .the   St.   Paul 
meeting  of  1S77. 

W.  T.  Shkr.man, 

President. 

Reference  was  made  as  directed  and  the  notice  given  by  issuing 
the  folio  wins:  circular: 
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Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,   \ 

Recording  Secretary's  Office,  >■ 

Cincinnati,  ^M?;^  ^7,  i577.    \ 

Dear  Sir: — At  the  request  of  the  Local  Committee  of  Ari-angements  at 
St.  Paul,  the  time  of  holding  our  meeting  this  year  is  hereby  changed — by 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  Society — and  will  be  held  on  the  5th  and  6th 
days  of  September,  instead  of  the  26th  and  27th.  as  arranged  for  at  the  last 
annual  meeting. 

L.  M.  Dayton, 
Recoriling  Secretary. 

A  copy  of  this  circular  was  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Society 
and  the  gentlemen  at  vSt.  Paul  were  also  informed. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  also  transmitted  to  each  member 
the  following  notice: 

Office  of  Corresponding  Secretary,  ) 
Cincinnati,  August  1,  1877.  ) 

To  the  Me?nl>ers  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

The  Society,  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  designated  the  26th  and  27th  of 
September  as  the  time  for  holding  our  next  annual  meeting  at  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota. 

The  Local  Committee  of  Arrangements  having  requested  the  change. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman,  President  of  the  Society,  novv  directs  that  the 
eleventh  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  be 
held  at  St.  Paul.  Minnesota,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  September  5th  and 
6th, 1877. 

The  annual  address  to  the  Society  will  be  delivered  by  General  ^L  AL  Bane. 

All  necessary  arrangementii  for  the  reunion  will  be  under  the  direction  of  a 
Local  Committee,  who  will  give  due  notice  of  the  details  of  their  arrangements. 

Officers  who  have  at  any  time  served  in  the  Army  or  Department  of  the 
Tennessee  are.  by  our  Constitution,  entitled  to  membership,  and  are  especially 
requested  to  attend.  Members  of  kindred  societies  are  cordially  invited  to 
participate. 

Members  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  will  be  expected  to  write  to 
the  Corresponding  Secretarj^  of  the  Society,  imparting  such  information  in 
regard  to  themselves  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  Society. 

A.    HiCKENLOOPER, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

So  it  may  be  presumed  that  all  was  done  that  could  be,  to 
apprise  members  of  the  change  made. 
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St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  5,  1877. 

Vnder  the  arrangements  of  the  Local  Committee,  the  members 
marched  from  the  headquarters  at  the  Metropohtan  Hotel  to  the 
Opera  House,  and  on  assembling  there,  were  at  xow^  o'clock  a.  m., 
called  to  order,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  by  Captain  1).  H. 
Gile,  who  presided  through  all  the  business  deliberations. 

Reading  of  the  journal  of  the  last  meeting  being  first  business 
and  being  called  for, 

On  motion  of  General  Chetlain: 

Resolved,  That  the  journal  of  proceedings  of  last  meeting 
having  since  been  printed  and  distributed  to  members,  the  reading 
of  them  now  be  disj^ensed  with. 

On  motion  of  Major  Edwards: 

Resolved,  That  the  presiding  ofhcer  appoint  committees  of  five 
each  respectively,  for  nominating  officers  for  the  Society  for  the 
ensuing  year,  for  selecting  place  for  holding  next  annual  meeting, 
and  for  selecting  an  orator. 

General  Force  presented  and  read  his  report  as  Treasurer  of 
the  Society  as  follows: 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Society  of  the  Ar.my  of  the  Tennessee,   ^ 

Treasurer's  Office,  >- 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  5,  1877.  ) 

At  the  last  annual  report,  the  Permanent  Fund  contained   seven   thousand 

five  hundred  dollars  of"  Government  Bonds  and  one  hundred  and  eightj-three 

dollars  fbrty-nine  cents  cash.     The  fund  has  received  since  from  Colonel  L. 
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M.  Davton,  Recording  Secretary,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars;  from 
January  interest  on  bonds  in  gold  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars, 
premium  on  gold  fifteen  dollars  eighteen  cents;  July  interest  on  bonds  in  gold 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  premium  on  gold  eleven  dollars  twenty- 
five  cents.  There  has  been  no  expenditure  of  this  fund,  and  it  now  contains 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($7,500)  of  Government  Bonds,  and 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  ninety-two  cents  ($814.92)  cash. 

The  Society  at  the  last  meeting  authorized  the  Treasurer  to  change  the 
investment  of  the  bonds  held  by  the  Society  if,  in  the  judgment  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  President,  it  should  be  deemed  best.  The  committee 
so  appointed  by  the  President  unanimously  considered  that  the  investment 
should  be  continued  in  Government  Bonds,  and  the  probability  that  some 
years  would  yet  be  required  to  convert  the  bonds  of  the  issue  of  1867  into 
bonds  bearing  less  interest  was  considered  so  great  that  they  advised  to  keep 
the  two  thousand  dollars  of  bonds  of  1S67  for  the  present  and  to  change  the 
five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  bonds  of  1865  into  bonds  of  1S67.  This 
change  was  accordingly  made,  and  the  cost  of  making  it  was  paid  out  of  the 
General  Fund. 

At  the  last  annual  report  the  General  Fund  contained  six  hundred  and 
fiftv-five  dollars  sixty-one  cents.  It  has  since  received  from  Colonel  L.  M. 
Dayton,  Recording  Secretary,  two  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  ($290.)  From 
this  fund  has  been  paid  out  for  printing  the  annual  i-eport  two  hundred  and 
twentv  dollars;  and  cost  of  exchanging  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of 
bonds  of  1865  into  bonds  of  1S67,  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars 
seventy-five  cents.  The  balance  remaining  in  this  fund  is  five  hundred  and 
forty-six  dollars  eighty-six  cents. 

The  bills  for  current  expense,  such  as  postage,  stationery,  printing,  etc.,  of 
the  past  year  have  not  been  presented.  The  cost  of  printing  the  consolidated 
volume  of  reports  will  be  near  $2,500.  The  entire  cash  in  the  treasury  is 
$1,361.78.  The  Society  at  the  last  meeting  authorized  the  Treasurer  to  apply 
the  cash  in  the  Permanent  Fund  towards  the  paj'ment  of  the  consolidated 
volume  of  reports.  As  it  is  now  clear  this  will  be  wholly  insufficient,  authority 
is  requested  to  sell  bonds,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  with  the  cash  on  hand,  to 
meet  the  expense  of  the  voluine. 

I  submit  herewith  my  book  of  accounts;  a  certificate  of  deposits  of  the  Safe 
Deposit  Company  of  Cincinnati  for  the  bonds;  my  bank  book  as  Treasurer, 
showing  the  cash  account,  except  sixty-one  dollars  received  from  the  Recording 
Secretary  since  I  left  Cincinnati;  sixty-one  dollars  in  money,  vouchers  for 
expenditures,  and  the  written  recommendation  of  the  committee  on  investment. 

M.  F.  Force, 

Treasurer. 
On  motion  of  General  McArthur: 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  be  received  and 
accepted. 

Colonel  Dayton  presented  and  read  his  report  as  Recording 
Secretary,  which  is  as  follows; 
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RECORDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,   ] 
Recording  Secretary's  Office,  > 

Cincinnati,  A  tigust  20, 1S77.   ) 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

President  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Dear  Sir: — At  the  last  annual  meeting  there  was  paid   me  bv   member? 
as  follows: 

On  account  of  the  Permanent  Fund,  -         .         .         .       $13^  00 

On  account  of  the  General  Fund,  -         .         -         .  249  00 


Total,  -...---       $384  00 

Which  was  duly  transferred  to  om-  Treasin-er  and  receipted  for  by  him  on 
October  31st,  1S76.  Since  that  time,  and  on  various  dates,  I  have  I'eceived  by 
remittance,  as  follows: 

On  account  of  Permanent  Fimd,         -----         $20  00 
On  account  of  General  Fund,         -  -         .         .         .  41   00 

Total,  - $61  00 

Which  has  also  been  transferred  to,  and  receipted  for  by  the  Treasurer,  making 
received  since  last  annual  report: 

Permanent  Fund,        ---..-..       $155  00 
General  Fund,         --------  290  00 

Total,  .-.---.       $445  00 

For  each  instance  of  money  paid  me,  a  receipt  for  same  has  been  duly 
transmitted  through  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

To  such  members  as  desired  certificates  of  membership,  they  have  been 
sent,  properly  filled  up. 

The  proceedings  of  annual  meeting  of  1876  were  printed  and  distributed  as 
per  instructions.  The  general  correspondence  incident  to  this  office  has  been 
about  as  usual  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  M.  Dayton, 
Recording  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Everest: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Recording  Secretary  be  received 
and  accepted. 

General  Hickenlooper  presented  and  read  his  report  as  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  including  correspondence  received  from 
members.     The  follow^ing  is  the  report: 
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CORRESPONDING  SECRETARYS  REPORT. 

St.  Paul,  Mixn.,  September  5,  1877. 
Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Gentlemen: — As  Corresponding  Secretary  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  usual  distribution  of  annual  reports,  receipts,  notices  of  meeting  and  the 
correspondence  incident  thereto. 

I  have  now  ready  for  transmittal  certificates  of  membership  belonging  to 
the  following  named  members  whose  addresses  are  not  recorded,  Captain  J.  J. 
Hinds,  Major  Henry  O'Conner,  Captain  Chas.  P.  McEnally,  General  N. 
Kimball,  Colonel  G.  G.  Pride,  General  Jno.  I.  Renaker,  Captain  A.  R. 
Robinson,  Maj6r  E.  A.  Fitch,  Major  8.  I.  Wilson,  Captain  Jno.  D.  McFar- 
land,  Major  Emil  Guelich  and  Lieutenant  Isaac  Rapp. 

For  any  information  in  reference  to  these  parties,  or  any  others  whose 
addresses  are  not  correctly  recorded,  we  will  be  under  obligations. 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  officially  report  the  death  of  General  Giles 
A.  Smith,  which  occurred  at  Bloomington,  Illinois,  November  Sth,  1876,  and 
also  that  of  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Patterson  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  October  27th, 
1876,  and  Colonel  Henry  E.  Jones  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  September  13th,  1876, 

In  this  connection  I  desire  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the  difficulties 
experienced  in  obtaining  correct  biographical  sketches  of  our  deceased  mem- 
bers, and  beg  to  impress  upon  you  what  I  have  before  said,  that  now,  while 
each  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  memory,  is  the  proper  time  to  contri- 
bute this  information. 

We  must,  from  this  time  forth,  expect  our  ranks  to  be  rapidly  thinned  out 
bv  death;  and  to  the  memory  of  those  who  are  thus  called  awaj',  no  better  or 
more  lasting  monument  can  be  erected  than  the  simple  history  of  their  lives 
and  services  inscribed  upon  our  memorial  pages. 

This  sketch  should  give  place  and  date  of  birth,  brief  sketch  of  life  up  to 
enlistment,  place  and  date  of  entry  into  service,  rvitli  a  full  and  complete 
resume  of  your  military  history,  including  place  and  date  of  muster  out. 

In  addition  to  fulfilling  the  object  above  indicated,  this  will,  in  the  course  of 
time,  form  a  most  complete  and  interesting  history  of  the  members  of  our 
Society  and  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

A.    HiCKENLOOPER, 

Co  r  re  span  ding  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Major  Hamilton: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be 
received  and  accepted. 

The  letters  received  from  members  of  the  Society  and  others 
are  given  below.  As  they  w^ere  read  they  elicited  much  interest 
and  good  feeling  from  those  present.  Evidently  an  increased 
interest  for  the  welfare  of  the  Society  pervades  all  its  members, 
and  it  is  hoped  the  custom  of  communicating  with  the  Society  in 
this  manner  will  hereafter  be  fully  availed  by  absent  members. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Executive  Mansion,  [ 

Washington,  A»^us(  fJ4,  1877.   j 

Gentlemen: — Your  telegram  of  the  17th  instant  was  received  during  the 
absence  of  the  President  from  Washington,  and  has  awaited  liis  attention 
upon  liis  return. 

I  am  now  instructed  to  say  that  other  arrangements  ah-eadv  made  for  the 
disposition  of  his  time  unavoidably  prevent  the  acceptance  of  \our  cordial 
invitation.  The  President  declines  with  reluctance,  regarding,  as  he  does, 
the  reunion  of  the  Arm_\-  of  the  Tennessee  as  an  occasion  of  great  interest, 
especiallv  attractive  in  this  instance,  in  the  opportunity  it  presents  for  a  visit 
to  the  beautiful  "twin  cities  "  of  Minnesota,  TJetoile  da  Norde. 
I  am,   very  respectfully  yours. 

W.  K.  Rogers. 

Private  Sccrctarv . 
To  His  Excellency   [.  S.  Pillsuury,  Gov.   of  Minn,  and  others, 

St.  Pant,   i\Iiiin('.<iota. 


Treasury   Department,       ) 
WAsiriNCJTON,  Angii.<ii  27,  1877.    \ 

Gentleme.v: — It  would  give  me  very  great  pleasure  to  accept  vour  invita- 
tion to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on 
the  5th  and  6th  of  September,  and  to  join  in  the  proposed  excursion,  but  my 
official  engagements  will  not  allow  me  to  leave  here  at  that  time.  With  many 
wishes  for  a  happy  reunion, 

I  am,  very  respectfully  yours. 

John  Sherman. 
Hon.  J.  T.  Maxfield  and  others, 

Coininitfee,  etc. 


Post  Office  Department.  ) 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  28,  1877.  f 
Hon.  J.  T.  Maxfield,  et  al., 

St.  Paul.  Minnesota: 

Dear  Sir:  — I  regret  that  previous  engagements  will  make  it  impossible  to 
accept  your  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  entertainment  to  be  given  by  the 
citizens  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Very  truly, 

D.   M.  Key, 
Postmaster-  General. 


Department   of    the    Interior,   / 
Washingto.n,  August  27.  1877.        \ 

Ge.ntlemen: — I  have  received  your  kind  invitation  to  participate  in  the 
entertainment  given  by  the  citizens  of  St.  Paid  to  the  Society  of  the  x\rmy  of 
the  Tennessee  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  September,  and  while  I  highly  appreciate 
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the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  I  regret  to  find  mj'self  prevented  bj 

.1  on  that  interestim 
Very  respectfully, 


C.   SCHURZ. 


Hon.  J.  T.  Maxfield,J.  P.  Farley  and  others, 

Committee. 


Department  OF  Justice,       \ 
Washington,  August  28,  1877.  ) 

Gentlemen: — I  am  exceedingly^  obliged  by  the  invitation  of  the  citizens 
of  St.  Paul,  to  participate  in  the  entertainment  to  be  given  to  the  Society  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  September  next,  and  much 
regret  that  my  official  engagements  are  such  that  I  am  absolutely  compelled 
to  decline  it. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Devens, 
Atforfiey- General. 
To  Hon.  J.  T.  Maxfield  and  others, 

Cotntnittee,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


Executive  Mansion,  ) 

Washington,  September  3,  1877.  ) 

Gentlemen: — Your  very  cordial  invitation  to  participate  in  the  entertain- 
ment to  be  given  by  the  citizens  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  on  the  5th  and  6th  instant  came  duly  to  hand. 

I  regret  to  say  that  official  duties  will  require  my  attendance  at  the  executive 
office  at  that  time,  and  I  am,  therefore,  very  reluctantly  compelled  to  decline. 

Very  trulyyours, 


Hon.  J.  T.  Maxfield  and  others, 

St.  Paul,  Alintiesota. 


W.  K.  Rogers, 
Private  Secretary. 


Headquarters  Departme.nt  of  West  Point,    \ 

United  States  Military  Academy,  )■ 

West  Point,  N.  Y.,  August  SI,  1877.    ) 

Hon.  J.  T.  Maxfield  and  others, 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota: 
Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very 
kind  invitation,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  St.  Paul,  to  participate  in  the 
entertainments  to  be  given  by  them  to  the  Society  of  the  Arm}^  of  the  Ten- 
nessee on  the  5th  and  6th  of  September.  I  regret  very  inuch  that  official 
engagements  will  deprive  me  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  good  citizens  of 
St.  Paul  and  my  old  army  comrades  on  that  occasion.  But  I  beg  to  be  kindh' 
remembered  by  all,  and  wish  for  a  most  happy  reunion. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

J.  M.  Schofield. 
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Def.r  Lodge,  Mon.  Ter.,  August  31, 1877. 
To  General  John  Sanborn, 

St.  Paul,   Minnesota: 
I  am  far  away    on  duty    in  the   interest  of  civilization  and  can't  possibly 
be  with  you  on  the  sixth  of  September,  assure  all  of  my  lifelong  respect  and 
affection. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

General. 


HEADqUARTERS   MILITARY   DlVISIOV  OF  THE    MISSOURI,    / 

Chicago,  Illinois,  September  3,  1877.  f 

W.  R.  Marshall,  Esq^, 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota: 
My  Dear  Sir: — Your  telegram  of  this  date,    inviting  me    to  attend  the 
reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  St.  Paul  on  the  ,15th  and  6th  instants 
is  just  at  hand. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  met  with  my  old  comrades  upon  that  occasion, 
but  my  military  duties  require  my  presence  here  just  now,  and  so  I  am  obliged 
to  decline,  though  I  sincerely  regret  having  to  do  so. 

Please  give  my  kindest  regards  to  all  of  my  old  friends,  and  assure  them 
that  no  one  takes  a  deeper  interest  in  their  welfare  than  myself. 

Hoping  that  you  will  have  a  pleasant  time  in  recalling  the  memories  of  the 
days  when  we  campajgned  together, 

I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Lieutenant-  GeJieral. 


Denver,  Colo.,  August  20,  1877, 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Secretary  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
I  see  that  the  time  for  the  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  is  fixed 
for  the  5th  of  September.  I  leave  here  on  Wednesday  for  a  trip  through  the 
mountains,  and  from  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  make  the  trip  in  time  to  get  to 
St.  Paul  and  meet  with  you,  if  I  should  not,  be  assured  that  I  wish  you  a 
joyous  and  pleasant  meeting. 

Yours  truly, 

John  A.  Logan. 


Santj^  Fe,  N.  M.,  September  6, 1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Army  Tennessee,  Cincinnati: 
General: — It  is  with  great  regret  I  find  it  impossible  to  be  present  at  the 
annual  meeting   of  the  Armj' of  the  Tennessee.     My  duties  are  such  on  the 
frontier,  with  the  United  States  forces,  I  am  unfortunately  compelled  to  relin- 
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quish    the    pleasure,    appreciated    above    all    others,  meeting  socially  my  old 
comrades-in-arms. 

As  long  as  a  survivor  remains  of  this  gallant  army,  may  it  be  duly  com- 
memorated by  the  annual  celebration  of  its  famous  existence,  and  let  us  hope, 
for  the  credit  of  public  sentiment,  that  in  years  to  come  that  our  country 
will  not  forget  the  wonderful  incidents  of  this  remarkable  organization,  an 
army  that  has  borne  upon  its  rolls  leaders  such  as  Grant.  Sherman,  Sheridan. 
McPherson  and  others  iamous,  is  not  likely  to  fade  from  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  I  h'i\e  fiiith  in  the  gratitude  of  this  great  nation  to  keep  green  the 
memory  of  the  worthies  who  have  and  will  \'anish  from  this  mundane  existence. 
These  inen  who  by  an  example  of  patriotism  and  courage,  whose  glory,  death 
and  wounds  were  obtained  in  a  struggle  for  the  nation's  existence,  the  moral 
improvement  and  elevation  of  mankind,  will  never  be  consigned  to  oblivion. 
I  consider  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Society,  apart  from  the  pleasure  it  brings 
to  the  individuals,  of  inestimable  value  to  the  country.  That  it  fosters  in  the 
hearts  of  our  country's  youth  a  veneration  for  those  who  bore  an  active  part  in 
memorable  contests,  and  inspires  a  worthy  sentiment  for  the  duties  and  honors 
pertaining  to  our  citizen  soldiers. 

Please  receive  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  efforts  and  assistance  in  contin- 
uing these  annual  meetings.  You  can  rely  upon  a  most  willing  and  cheerful 
contribution  from  any  means  in  my  power  to  help  you.  It  will  be  my  endeavor 
t  )  be  with  3'ou  the  next. 

Give  my  best  regards  to  any  of  my  old  comrades,  adding  sincere  wishes  for 
your  happiness, 

I  remain,  very  truly  yours, 

Ed\vaud  Hatch, 
Brevet  Major-Cieiieral,  U.   S.  A. 


Washington.  D.  C,  August  '21 ,  1S77 . 

Gener.\l  Wm.  R.  Mar.shall,  , 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota  : 

DearSik: — I   have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  invitation 

of  your  committee  to  attend  the  annual   reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 

of  the  Tennessee  at  St.  Paul  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  September,  and  to  i-egret 

my  inability  to  be  present. 

Yours  very  i-espectfully, 

J.  D.  Bingham. 


Fort  Snellixg,  Minn.,  September  5,  ISll . 

Captain  11.  A.  Castle, 

St.  Paul: 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  not  the  names  of  the  Committee  of  Invitations  "Army 

of  the  Tennessee"  before  me,  and  will  therefore  ask  you  to  express  my  regret 

at  not  being  able  to  accept  their  polite  invitation  for  the  5th   and  6th  instant. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

Geo.  Sykes. 
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Bklvidere,  Ills.,  A u oust  27,  1877. 
General  Jno.  B.  Sanborn  and  others, 

Co?iiiii  iiicc: 
Genti,emen: — I  deeply  regret  that  the  change  made   in   the  date  of  the 
reunion  so  interferes  with  my  engagements  that  I  sliall  lie   unable   to  meet 
m\-  comrades  at  St.  Paul.      Mj^  most  hearty  good  wishes  arc  with  you. 

Yours, 

S.  A.  IIuRLnUT. 


Washington,  August  2^,  1S77. 
Dear  General: — I  ha\e  your  yer_>-   kiiul   invitation   to   attend    the  annual 
reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  St.  Paul  on  the  5th  and  6th  proximo. 
I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  kind  remembrance,  and  wish  it  were  possible  for 
me  to  be  present. 

We  keep  your  memory  green,  and  the  pleasant  hours  passed  in  the  company 
of  yourself  and  gallant  comrades  are  among  the  inost  pleasant  recollections 
of  life. 

Truly  yours, 

Alex.  R.  Shetherd. 
General  A.  IIicki<:nlooper, 

Ciiirhntali\  Ohio. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  August  21,  1877. 
General  A.  IIickenlooper, 

Cincinnati,  Oliio: 

Dear  General: — I  regret  to  say  that  you  will  find  me  absent  at  "roll 
call"  of  the  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  its 
forthcoming  meeting  at  St.  Paul,  but  it  is  evident  that  General  Sherman  did 
not  consult  me  when  he  fixed  the  date  for  the  annual  gathering.  If  he  had 
done  so,  I  should  have  appointed  a  time  when  I  could  have  been  present. 
While  you  are  enjoying  the  delightful  air  of  Minnesota  I  shall  be  Avinging 
my  way  to  the  ••  land  of  steady  habits,"  to  that  far  oft'  country  famous  for  its 
ancient  '•blue  laws,"  oak  hams  and  wooden  nutmegs,  there  to  gratif\-  my 
pampered  taste  with  untold  quantities  of  that  barbaric  relic  of  the  "  late 
unpleasantness"  \ulgarly  known  as  "  baked  pork  and  beans."  Perhaps  it  is 
better  that  I  will  not  be  with  you.  For  several  years  past  I  have  done  my 
duty  faithfully  in  '■  walking  the  elephant  'roimd  and  'round,"  and  a  great  deal 
of  blame  has  been  attached  to  me  by  the  wives  of  some  of  the  members,  who 
have  accused  me  (although  innocent)  of  being  the  cause  of  their  husbands 
remaining  out  of  bed  until  a  late  hour  of  night.  I  am  willing  some  one  else 
shall  suftcr  in  my  place  at  this  ineeting. 

Please  conyey  m\'  best  regards  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  and  especially 
to  such  officers  of  the  4th  Minnesota  Infantry  as  may  be  present,  for  I  have  a 
distinct  recollection  that  on  oin-  first  davs  march  from  Moscow,  Tennessee, 
that   regiment    marched    behind    us    (in    the    same   brigade)    and    completely 
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equipped  itself  with  the  blankets,  dress  coats,  shirts,  drawers,  extra  shoes, 
postage  stamps  and  bibles  that  our  boys  threvv  away  at  every  mile  of  the  road 
in  order  to  lighten  the  load  so  that  we  could  get  into  camp  that  night.  It 
taught  us  a  lesson,  however,  and  I  think  the  4th  Minnesota  helped  us  to  learn 
that  we  could  fight  just  as  well  without  a  paper  collar  as  with  one. 

Trusting  you  will  pardon  this  long  epistle,  and  wishing  you  all  a  pleasant 
time,  I  remain, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Geo.  H.  He.\fford, 
Late  Adjutant  1i2nd  Ills.   Vol.  Inf. 


Paducah,  August  30,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper: 

Accept  my  warm  thanks  for  the  invitation  to  attend  the  .meeting  of  the 
"  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul.  Nothing 
would  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  meet  with  you  and  participate  in  the 
pleasures  attendant  upon  a  reunion,  and  it  is  with  sorrow  that  I  express  my 
inability  to  do  so. 

That  Great  Being  who  rules  our  destinies,  and  who  called  away  your  absent 
comrade,  wills  mj'  presence  elsewhere;  but  if  the  wishes  of  a  heart  bound  to 
you  through  that  absent  one,  can  avail,  joy  unalloyed  will  be  with  you  on  the 
present  occasion,  and  the  bowl  of  pleasure  and  friendship  will  overflow,  and 
all  the  ties  that  bind  your  noble  association  be  strengthened,  and  all  the 
principles  that  govern  be  purified. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Mrs.  Addie  Hall. 


Chicago,  August  S7,  1S77. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secrefarv  Society  Arniv  Tennessee,  Cincinnati,  O.: 
Dear  General: — I  write  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me 
to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  our  Society,  to  be  held  at  St.  Paul  on  the  5th 
and  6th  of  September  next.  I  have  to  be  in  New  York  on  September  5th,  to 
attend  to  an  important  matter  which  can  not  be  postponed,  and  I  leave 
Chicago  next  Sunday  evening. 

I  had  hoped  and  expected,  until  within  a  montli,  to  be  at  St.  Paul,  and  I 
very  much  regret  the  necessity  that  compels  me  to  go  in  another  direction. 
It  is  a  very  great  disappointment  to  me  I  can  assure  you.  The  meetings  of 
our  Society  are  increasing  in  interest  yearly,  and  I  look  forward  to  them  with 
the  greatest  possible  pleasure.  Please  remember  me  kindly  to  all.  Hoping 
you  will  have  a  pleasant  meeting  and  a  joyous  time,  I  remain, 
Ever  yours  very  truly, 

Wm.  E.  Strong. 
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Toledo,  Ohio,  August  SI,  1877. 
Dear  General: — It  is  impracticable  foi-  me  to  attend  the   reunion  of  our 
Society   this  year.     I   regret  to  miss  the  meeting,  but  can  not  avoid  so  doing 
this  time. 

Be  kind  enough  to  give  assurance  of  my  warm  remembrance  of  all,  and   to 
sav  that  I  am  "as  good  as  new." 

Yours  truly, 

John  W.  Fuller, 

Ottce  Com/iia/ider  4tli  I?iv.,  16th  Corps. 

General  W.  R.  Marshall, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations,  etc.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


Des  Moines,  September  S,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Secretary  Society  of  the  Amir  of  the  Tennessee,  St.  Paul: 
My  Dear  General: — I  am  obliged  to  forego  the  pleasui-e  of  meeting  my 
comrades  of  the  Society  at  the  reunion  of  1S77.  My  official  duties  here  com- 
pel my  absence,  and  with  extreme  reluctance  I  now  write  announcing  the  fact. 
I  trust,  however,  the  absentees  will  be  few,  and  that  the  occasion  will  be 
pleasant  and  happy  to  all  who  are  privileged  to  attend.  I  sincerelv  regret  I 
can  not  be  with  you. 

I   shall  be  greatly   obliged  if  you  will  furnish  me  with  a  copy  or  copies  of 
the  proceedings. 

Prav  remember  me  to  our  honored  President  and  the  officers   present,  and 
believe  me. 

Very  truly  yours, 

B.  R.  Sherman, 
Captain  ISth  lozva  Infantry. 


San  Carlos,  A.  T.,  August  10,  1877. 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Secretary  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  St.  Paul.  Minn.: 
Dear  Colonel: — Finding   myself  unable   to    attend   the  meeting  of  the 
Society   this  year,   I   take   this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  regret,  and  the 
wish  that  the  meeting  at  St  Paul  may  be  a  happy  and  jubilant  one. 
With  congratulations  to  officers  and  comrades,  I  remain, 
Very  sincerely  yours. 

Wm.  Vandever. 


Helena,  'Wo^t: \^ \,  August  SO,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Secretary,  St.  Paul,  Minn.: 
Dear  General: — I  am    over  here  at  Helena,   having  traveled    125   miles 
from  my  home  in  Virginia  City  to  meet  our  old  commander  and  President  of 
the  Society,  General  Sherman.     He  departed  this  morning  with  General  Poe 
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and  Colonel  Bacon  in  an  ambulance  for  Walla- Walla.  Last  Saturday  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  in  Virginia  City  our  other  commander,  General  O.  O. 
Howard,  who  is  following  the  hostile  Nez  Perces;  he  was  well  but  much  tired 
and  v\-earied,  too  busy  to  write  the  Society  and  desires  me  to  do  so  for  him, 
and  present  his  kindest  regards  to  all.  Thus  you  see  I  have  had  the' inesti- 
mable pleasure  of  meeting,  in  one  week,  two  of  the  commanders  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee;  thev  both,  with  mj'self,  regret  the  inability  of  being  present 
at  the  reunion. 

I    sincerely    trust    the    Society-    will    have   as  good   a   time   as  we   all  had  at 
Washington    last    year.      Present  luy   regards   and   fraternal   greetings    to    the 
comrades  assembled,  and  hoping  at  some  future  time  to  meet  them  and  yourself, 
I  remain,  \cv\  trul\'  join-  friend  and  comrade, 

F.  C.  Deimling, 
Late  Colonel  lOtli  Rcghncnt  Missom'i  Infantry. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  August  27,  1877. 
Ge-vkrai,  a.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresp07iding  Secretary,  etc.,  Cincinnati,    Ohio: 

My  Dear  Gi;.ver.\l: — I  had  made  my  arrangements  to  be  with  you  this 
year  at  our  annual  meeting,  but  the  change  of  time  will  require  me  to  forego 
that  pleasure. 

These  reunions  are  becoming  more  and  more  dear  to  me,  and  the  associations 
connected  with  them  bring  to  my  memoiw  forms  and  faces  almost  startling 
in  their  vividness  of  impression. 

I  see  our  beloved  commander  there  with  that  magnetic  presence  which 
alwa>'S  captured  and  captivated  every  one  who  approached  him.  I  imagine 
him  expressing  his  thoughts  to  us  in  some  such  language  as  this: 

"Comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: — I  rejoice  that  in  the  walks  of 
civil  life  you  have  shown  j'ourselves  worthy  the  reputation  for  manliness  and 
heroism  which  you  earned  on  manj^  a  battle-field  in  the  war  for  the  Union. 

"  Forgiving  with  a  magnanimity  which  is  the  brightest  jewel  in  the  crown  of 
the  sovereign  people  of  America,  let  no  syren  song  of  sickly  sentiment  or 
hypocritical  gush  swerve  you  from  the  conviction  that  you  fought  for  the 
right  because  it  was  right  and  that  in  j-our  triumph  over  a  great  wrong  and 
the  just  punishment  of  a  great  crime  you  have  the  approving  conscience  of 
the  civilized  world. 

'•  Men  may  attempt  to  belittle  your  achievements  and  thrust  upon  others  the 
honors  which  belong  to  you,  for  a  time,  but  the  marshaled  hosts  of  our  com- 
rades of  the  great  West  and  Northwest  will  yet  be  found  equal  to  every 
emergency  created  by  any  weakness,  indifterence  or  mistaken  confidence  in 
the  conduct  of  national  afl:airs. 

"Go  forward  then,  '  still  achieving,  still  pursuing'  the  right  in  the  grand 
work  j-ou  so  well  began,  never  ialtering  in  life's  battle,  never  laying  your 
armour  down  before  any  foe  to  '  human  liberty  '  till  the  last  campaign  closed 
with  honor  and  renown,  you  join  us  in  the  '  camping  ground  beyond  the 
river,'  where  the  only  answer  to  the  challenge  of , the  sentinel  is: — 'Friend 
with  the  countersign;  James  B.  McPherson,  Major-General.'  " 
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Now,  without  making  any  invidious  distinction,  permit  me  to  mention  a 
regiment  for  whicli  I  have  a  pecuHar  personal  regard,  it  having  been  foi'  a  time 
directly  under  my  command,  and  which  as  watched  that  October  day  iVom 
frowning  Kenesaw,  when  they  made  the  rebels  take  "  French  "  leave  from 
Altoona. 

Three  cheers  then   for  Colonel  Tourtelotte  and    the  gallant   soldiers  of  the 
old  4th  Minnesota  Volunteers!     Give  them  with  a  will. 
Faithfully  vour  friend  and  comrade, 

W.  T.  Clauk. 


U.    S.    MaRIXE    IIOSI'ITAL,  \ 

Chicago,  III.,  August  2.1,  1877.   \ 


Brigadier-General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding-  Secretary  Society  Arinv  Teiinessee,  Cincinnati,  O.: 

General: — I  have  your  circular  as  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  September  5th.  I  shall 
have  to  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  being  present.  I  launched  m^•  bark  on 
the  troubled  waters  of  business  life  from  West  Point  in  1S2S,  and  in  all  tliese 
years  of  navigation,  sometimes  on  the  i-ocks,  sometimes  on  the  bounding 
waves,  and  then  again  on  the  shoal,  and  I  find  now  not  on\y  the  bark  near 
worn  out,  but  the  voyager  also — battered  and  torn,  gladlv  nearing  the  haven 
of  rest  where  he  would  be  unable  to  undertake  any  new  venture. 

Minnesota  in  my  day  has  been  a  far  off  country,  to  reach  which  was  to 
encounter  great  dangers  and  consume  much  time;  indeed  in  starting,  a  traveler 
arranged  his  affairs  and  made  his  will,  if  he  had  anything  to  leave.  As  I 
look  back  to  that  period,  I  grow  aged  and  weary  by  the  thouglit,  and  know  I  am 
so  in  fact.  Tliis  feeling  intensifies,  when  I  recollect  that  I  was  carried  to  Ohio 
in  iSoS,  and  \wy  memory  recalls  most  of  the  great  events  that  have  occurred 
there  many  years  since. 

Ohio  was  then  a  part  of  the  great  Northwest  Indian  coimtr\-;  had  just 
been  admitted  into  the  family  of  Revolutionary  States  with  a  sparse  population 
scattered  throughout  a  wide  space  of  wilderness.  The  first  representation  of 
the  great  Northwest  State  was  still  alive.  The  great  hero  too,  the  governor 
of  the  Northwest  Territory,  was,  when  I  moved  to  Cincinnati  in  1832,  in  the 
vigour  of  life.  The  great  Northwest  was  still  far  oil";  Illinois  was  \et  in  the 
savage  countr\',  and  Minnesota  unheard  of. 

It  was  not  until  1S32  that  even  the  head  of  the  great  fathei-  of  waters  had 
been  reached,  though  in  1805  General  Pike  had  purchased  the  site  of  Fort 
Snelling,  and  about  iSig  that  pioneer  fort  was  established.  The  soldiers 
guarding  this  fort  were  then  and  for  many  years  after  beyond  the  reach  of 
civilization.  There  were  no  roads  in  the  West  when  I  began  life,  McAdam 
and  his  roads  were  unknown,  and  railroads  were  in  the  womb  of  the  future. 
The  mind  of  Fulton  had  only  conceived  the  steamboat  and  the  first  that  ran 
down  and  up  the  Ohio  I  recall.  In  the  alisence  of  routes  of  tra\el  by  land, 
the  great  waters  were  the  only  means,  and  Cincinnati  one  of  the  great  starting 
points.  Supplies  were  conveyed  to  Fort  Snelling  twice  a  vcar  in  a  steamer  via 
Cairo  and  the  Mississippi  and  guarded  by  soldiers,  a  long  and  drear_\'   journey 
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amidst  the  dangers  of  travel  through  the  hostile  Indian  country.  At  this 
period,  long  before  the  birth  of  Minnesota,  I  visited  St.  Paul,  and  remember 
well  how  many  of  the  citizens  of  Cincinnati  and  Ohio  left  to  journey'  to  that 
distant  port  of  St.  Paul  to  be  present  at  the  accouchment  of  this  State  in 
iS^S.  In  this  great  country,  where  in  iSoS,  when  I  began  life,  scarce  a  habi- 
tation was  to  be  foimd  in  a  day's  travel,  now  more  than  twelve  millions  of 
people  find  a  home.  It  is  just  a  hundred  years  since  the  first  regular  dwelling 
house  was  built  in  Kentucky — ^just  that  when  Carolina  extended  her  jurisdiction 
to  her  claimed  but  unknown  country  west,  and  about  one  hundred  years  since 
that  great  warrior  General  Clark  made  his  forced  march  through  the  wilder- 
ness from  Louisville  and  captured  from  the  British  Government  her  possessions 
at  Kaskaskia  and  Cahokia,  and  turned  Illinois  and  the  great  West  as  a  captured 
country  over  to  Virginia,  the  mother  of  States  as  well  as  of  Presidents. 

This  great  West  has  always  given  birth  to  great  enterprises.  Way  off,  even  in 
dim  past,  prior  to  17 17,  there  came  into  France  whispers  of  great  wealth  in 
this  section,  and  inspired  first  Crozet  then  Renault  to  set  out  with  emigrants 
and  slaves  and  settle  near  Kaskaskia  to  search  for  gold;  and  still  later,  1761, 
John  Law  created  the  great  Mississippi  bubble,  which  involved  all  Europe 
almost  in  ruin.  These  great  visions  of  wealth  these  speculators  never  realized; 
it  was  left  for  those  of  near  one  hundred  3'ears  after  to  find  the  dream  realized 
in  the  gold  mountains  of  California. 

But  the  great  source  of  wealth  which  the  great  Creator  had  buried  in  the 
soil,  it  was  left  to  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  Northwest  to  find  in  the  healthful 
tilling  of  the  land  where  these  twelve  millions  now  find  cheerful  and  happy 
hoines,  and  wherein  are  yearly  derived  inexhaustible  wealth,  measui\ed  by 
more  than  one  hundred  millions  of  money  each  year,  and  whence  in  all  time 
to  come,  others,  many  more  than  the  twelve  millions  now,  will  still  live  and 
draw  the  source  of  life  and  joy. 

It  would  then  greatly  gratify  me,  could  I  again  visit  this  State  where  a  half 
million  of  people  live,  which  I  have  seen  the  birth  of,  and  there  greet  my 
comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  who  have  staked  their  lives  to  secure 
a  permanent  home  under  a  fixed  constitution,  where  all  are  free  and  all  before 
the  law  equal,  but  Father  Time  denies  me  that  privilege. 
Yours  respectfully. 

Crafts  J.  Wright. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  20,  1817. 
Brigadier-General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Arniv  Tennessee,    Ci?ici?inati,  O.: 

Dear  General: — I  am  in  receipt  of  Colonel  Dayton's  circular  advising 
me  of  the  meeting  of  our  Society  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  on  the  5th  and  6th 
of  September  next.  In  answer  I  will  say  that  business  engagements  will 
prevent  my  attendance,  yet  I  can  in  this  way  send  a  greeting  to  each  and 
every  one  of  my  old  comrades,  with  my  best  wishes  for  their  continued  health 
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and  happiness.     At  jour  meeting  may  peace  and  accord  prevail,  and  mav  j'ou 
all  have  a  joUj  good  time. 

Ever  yours   trul\-, 

R.  C,  Crow  ELL, 
Late  Major  2Gth  Mo.    Vols. 


Little  Rock,  Ark.,  August  S5,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corrcs^ponding  Secretary  Arwy  of  Tennessee: 
Sir: — Presenting  to  you,  and  through  you  to  my  comrades  of  the  "Army 
of  the  Tennessee  "  my  compliments,  and  wishing  that  they  may  have  a  very 
pleasant  time  at  our  eleventh  annual  reunion,  I  regret  very  much,  (owing  to 
luy  official  duties  as  well  as  sickness)  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  with  you  this  3'ear. 
For  I  believe  these  reunions  of  loyal  men  kindle  anew  the  fires  of  patriotism 
(much  needed  even  now),  and  make  us  feel  the  value  of  our  republican  form 
of  government,  remembering,  as  we  do  when  our  roll  is  called,  what  it  cost 
to  perpetuate  our  free  institutions.     I  shall  be  with  you  in  spirit. 

Thanking  you   for  your  kindness  in   sending  me  notice,  and  requesting  you 
to  send  me  copv  of  proceedings  this  jear, 

I  remain,  yours  very  respectfully, 

W.  S.  Oliver. 
Late    Colonel  7th  Mo.  Infantry. 
P.  S. — Say   to  the   boys   that  if  the  bugle  ever  calls  us  for  work,  I  will  not 
send  regrets  but  come  in  person. 

Oliver. 


OFF4JJE  U.  S.  Marshal,         \ 
Helena,  M.  T.,  August  24,  1877.   f 

General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Secretary  Society  Army  Tennessee,  St.  Paul,  Minn.: 

Dear  General: — I  regret  most  sincerely  that  distance,  time  necessary, 
and  the  great  expense  will  prevent  my  attending  the  annual  reunion  of  our 
glorious  old  Society  at  St.  Paul  in  September.  The  above  causes  and  official 
business,  which  I  have  never  neglected  for  any  kind  of  pleasure,  prevent  my 
meeting  with  my  old  comrades. 

General  Sherman,  our  grand  President  and  beloved  commander,  is  here  and 
spent  last  evening  at  my  house,  with  Colonels  Poe  and  Bacon  of  his  staff,  and 
Gov.  B.  F,  Potts,  his  "  model  vandal  "  in  the  "  March  to  the  Sea."  We  talked 
over  the  subject  of  the  army  reunion,  and  all  regretted  our  inability  to 
be  present. 

General  Sherman  is  here  ascertaining  our  danger  and  wants,  and  with  his 
usual  clearsightedness  will  recommend  all  proper  preventives  of  future  trouble 
with  the  Indians  in   this  country,  so  perfectly  isolated  from  civilization  as   we 
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are,   and   in   the  very  centre  of  the  most  numerous   and   hostile  Indinns   on 
this  continent.      With  kind  greeting  to  all  old  comrades, 

I  am  truly  vours, 

Wm.  F.  Wheeler, 
Late  Captain    Co.  F.,  J-itli  Minn.    Vols. 


Alliance,  Ohio,  Augiist  28,  1S7T. 
Dear  Sir: — Your  circular  notice  of  August  ist,  regarding  the  change  in 
time  of  holding  the  eleventh  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  is  i^eceived;  and  while  I  have  for  some  time  past  made  my 
calculations  to  be  present  on  that  occasion,  I  am  now  very  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  send  my  regrets.  I  beg  to  assure  you,  however,  that  my  interest  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  Society  is  unabated,  and  I  trust  yet  to  be  able  to  join 
in  many  future  reunions.  Please  extend  to  all  present  my  heartiest  greetings 
and  best  wishes. 

\  ours  truly, 

C.  C.  Kellogg. 
To  General  A.  Hickenloopeh. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Cincinnati.  O. 


Bunker  Hill,  IxAAymi^,  Angiist  25,  1S77, 
Gentle.men: — Yoiu-   card  of  invitation  to  ele\cuth  annual  reiuiion  Society 
Army  of  Tennessee  at  hand. 

It  would  afford  me  great   pleasure    to   again   meet   the   comrades  of  glorious 
campaigns,  but  an  invalid  family  and  business   engagements  forbid. 

Thankfully  yours, 

F.  Y.  Medley, 
Late  Captain  U.  S.    V.,  17  A.   C. 


Philadelphia,  Penn.,  August  27,  1S77. 

To  Generals  Wm.  R.  Marshall,  Van  Cleve  and  others, 

Committee : 

Gentlemen: — Your  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  St.  Paul  has  just  been  received. 

I  regret  that  the  condition  of  my  health  compels  me  to  forego  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  my  old  comrades  at  their  annual  reunion,  to  greet  those  present 
with  a  fraternal  how!  and  to  recall  oleasing  reminiscences  of  the  absent. 
Hoping  that  the  comrades  may  have  a  jovial  time,  and  that  association  with 
its  officers  may  strengthen  whatever  good  opinion  your  citizens  may  have 
formed  of  the    Army  of  the   Tennessee, 

I  am,  faithfully  yours, 

Gko.  E.  Ford, 
1st  Lieutenant  Srd.   Cax'alry,  U.  S.  A. 
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Sharon  Springs,  N.  Y.,  August  29,  1S77. 
Gknekal  Wm.  R.  Marshai.!., 

Chainuan  Committee  on  Iiii'itations,  etc.,  St.  Pint!,  Afiiin.: 
General: — Your  kind   invitation   to  be   present  at    the   eleventh    annual 
reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  has  been  received,  antl 
I  regret  my  inability  to  accept  it. 

Yery  truly  yours, 

Jos.    C.    AUDENRIED, 

Colonel  and  Aide-dc-Cavip  U.  S.  A. 


Lancaster,  Ky.  Septemhe;'  3,  1S77. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

President  Society  of  the  Arn/y  of  tlie  Tennessee: 
My  Dear  General: — Official  duties  of  an   imperative   character   prevent 
my  attending  the  reunion  at  St.  Paul  on  the  5th  and  6th  instant. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  I  am  unable  to  be  with  30U.     May  you  have  a  splendid 
time,  and  may  God  bless  every  survivor  of  the  grand  old  aimy. 

Faithfully  yours, 

W.  J.  Landrim, 
Brevet  Brigadier -General,  U.  S.    Vols. 


Cincinnati,  O.,  August  2S,  1877. 
Gentlemen: — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  polite  invitation  to 
be   present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on 
the  ^th  and  6th  proximo. 

I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  participating  in  that 
reunion,  but  business  engagements  which  can  not  be  postponed  will  prevent 
my  being  present. 

In  my  judgment  the  members  of  that  Society  have  earned  the  right  to 
commemorate  the  deeds  of  that  army  whose  name  they  hrcve  adopted.  The 
officers  and  men  who  composed  that  grand  army  have  already  sent  their 
messages  to  posteritv  from  so  manv  battle-tields  that  they  will  not  be  for- 
gotten while  the  country  continues  to  honor  those  who  perform  their  duty. 

I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  present, 
and  remain. 

Very  trulv  vours, 

C.  W.  Moulton. 
To  General  W.  R.  Marshall  and  others. 

Committee  on  Ifivitations,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Septenibsr  1,  1877. 
Comrades: — I  regret  that  the  necessities  of  a  busy   professional   life   will 
compel  me  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  answering  to  the  "  roll-call  "  of  1877. 
Though  absent  in  body,  my  thoughts  will  wander  with  yours  back  to   those 
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events  of  which  every   soldier  can   justly   feel    proud.     Trusting   that    these 
reunions  may  cement  our  hearts  in  a  closer  bond  of  brotherhood,  and  stimu- 
late to  a  keener  perception  of  truth,  justice  and  right, 
I  am,  as  ever  yours, 

S.  J.   Qj^INBY, 

Siirpeon. 


Decatl  R,  III.,  September  3,  1S77. 

General  Wm.  R.  Marshall  and  others, 

Com/nitfee : 
Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  invitation  to  the  eleventh  annual  reunion  of  the  "  Army  of  the  Tennessee" 
at  St.  Paul.  Minnesota  on  the  5th  and  6th  instant. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  it  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  enjoy  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  with  my  old  comrades  on  the  occasion  of  this  reunion.  Wishing 
you  may  all  enjoy  a  glorious  good  time, 

I  am,  yours  truly, 

Geo.  R.  Steele. 


Selma,  Ala.,  September  2,  1877. 

Dear  General: — I  regret  very  mucii  that  circumstances  will  prevent  my 
being  with  you  at  your  next  meeting.  I  had,  until  within  a  few  days,  fully 
expected  to  attend,  and  looked  forward  to  the  occasion  with  many  pleasant 
anticipations.  As  the  years  roll  by  and  the  time  approaches  for  our  annual 
reunions,  my  heart  warms  toward  the  surviving  members  of  that  glorious  old 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  That  Heaven's  choicest  blessings  may  be  bestowed 
upon  them  is  mv  sincere  Avish.  Hoping  you  may  have  yoiu-  usual  good 
time,  I  am,  with  many  kind  regards  to  you  all. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Geo.  W.  Colby, 
Late  Captain  Company  A'.,  727id  Ills.   Vol.  Inf. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Army  of  the   Tetincssee. 


Carbondale,  III.,  September  3,  1S77. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Army  Teniiessee,  St.  Paul: 
My  Dear  General: — It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  must  say  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  be  at  St.  Paul  for  our  reunion  on  the  5t]i  and  6th.  Business 
matters  that  can  not  be  postponed  keep  me  at  home.  Enclosed  find  %\  for 
yearly  dues.  Wishing  all  the  members  of  our  Society  present,  a  pleasant  and 
happy  reunion, 

I  remain  yours,  with  kind  regards, 

Sam.  T.  Brush. 
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Toledo,  September  5,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding-  Secretary  Society  Army    Tennessee,  St.  Paul,  Minn.: 

Dear  General: — I  regrei   that  ^I  can  not  be  with  you   at   the  meeting  of 

the  Society  on   the  5th  and   6th  instant.     Enclosed   please  find  $1  to  pay  my 

dues.      Hoping  you  may  have  the  usual  glorious   good  time,  and  a  large  and 

successful  reunion,  and  that  another  year  may  find  me  present  for  duty, 

I  remain,  your  friend, 

George  E.  Welles, 
Late  Colonel  est h  Ohio  Inf.  and  Bvt.  Brig. -Gen. 

P.  S. — Kind  regards  to  Colonel  Dayton  and  others  who  may  ren^-emher  me. 

Welles. 


Carpenteria,  Cal.,  August  29,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Army  of  the  Tenjiessec,  St.  Paul,  Alitm.: 
Dear  Sir: — I  received  a  circular  a  few  days  since  from  you,  noting  time 
and  place  of  holding  the  eleventh  annual  reunion  of  our  Society.  I  regret  very 
much  that  I  can  not  be  present  to  greet  some  of  my  old  comrades-in-arms,  but 
the  distance  I  am  from  the  place  of  meeting  and  business  compels  me  to  forego 
the  pleasure;  however,  I  will  be  with  you  in  spirit;  fresh  memories  of  the 
daring  deeds  and  suffering  of  the  past  struggle  crowd  on  my  mind  at  every 
recurring  reunion  of  our  Society,  whether  I  am  present  or  not,  where  they  will 
be  related  by  those  who  experienced  them,  and  of  those  who  have  crossed  the 
river  of  death,  and  will  never  die  so  long  as  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  meet  in  annual  reimion.  Please  convey  my  best  wishes  to  the 
Society,  an.d  I  hope  that  all  the  members  may  be  spared  to  meet  in  many 
more  reunions  before  they  are  called  to  join  the  lamented  McPherson  and 
he  host  that  have  gone  before;  again  wishing  you  a  grand  good  time  at  the 
coming  reunion,  I  remain, 
'  Sincerely  yours, 

M.  L.  Moore, 
Carpenteria,  Santa  Barbara  Co.,  Cal. 


Bloomington,  III.,  August  2S,  1877. 

General  Wm.  R.  Marshall  and  others, 

Committee  on  Inv.  and  Correspondence,  Society  Army  Tennessee: 
Dear  Sirs: — It  was  my  intention  until  this  morning  to  be  with  you  at  our 
eleventh  reunion  at  St.  Paul,  but  circumstances  over  which  I  have  no  control 
positively  prevent  this,  on  my  part,  strongly  cherished  desire.  Hoping  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past,  to  be  able  to  reunite  with  my  old  army  comrades;  believ- 
ino'  that  this  our  eleventh  meeting  will  add  another  link  in  the  great  social  ciiain 
connecting   the   hearts  of  the  officers  of  the    Army  of  the  Tennessee,  I   am 
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joiirs    fraternally,   ever  praying  for   our  future  success   individually   and  our 
prosperity  collectively  as  a  society, 

Yours,  etc., 

J.   O.   PULLEN, 

Captain  Co.  C,  20th  Ills.  Infty. 


Vermont,  III.,  August  27,  1877. 
Gen's  W.  R.  Marshall,  J.  B.  Sanijorn,  H.  P.  Van  Cleve  et  al., 

St.  Paul,  Minn.: 
Gentlemen: — I    am   in   receipt  of  your   invitation   to   be  present    at   the 
eleventh  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the 
5th  and  6th  proximo. 

I  regret  to  say  that  official  business  of  special  importance  to  the  Government 
renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  attend  this  annual  meeting.  This  meeting  I 
had  looked  forward  to  with  pleasant  anticipations  of  meeting  again  my  former 
comrades,  and  also  visiting  your  beautiful  city,  but  alas,  "the  best  laid  plans 
of  mice  and  men,  etc."  Will  yow  please  tender  to  the  members  of  the 
Society  my  best  wishes  for  their  future  prosperity,  and  hoping  they  maj'  all 
live  to  enjoy  inany  future  meetings,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  Kinney, 
Bvt.  Bri<r.-Gen.  and  late  Col.  llDtJi  Ills.  Inf.   Vols. 


Muscatine,  August  28,  1877. 
General  Wm.  R.  Marshall  and  others. 

Committee,  etc. : 
Gentlemen: — Business  engagements  will  prevent  my    attendance  at  the 
eleventh  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  St. 
Paul,  September  5th  and  6th  next. 

I  regret  this  very  much,  as  I  had  my  arrangements  all  made  to  go  at  the  time 
first  named,  to-wit:    the  26th  and  27th. 

Hoping  to  be  remembered  to  all  personal  friends  and  the  Sociotv  in  general, 
and  wishing  all  a  good  time.  I  remain. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Jno.  H.  Munroe. 

Toledo,  Ohio,  September  1, 1877. 
Gentlemen: — Your  very  cordial  invitation  to  attend  the  eleventh  annual 
reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  youv  city 
on  the  5th  and  6th  instant,  is  received. 

I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to  attend,  nothing  gives  me  greater  pleasure 
than  to  meet  my  old  comrades,  and  since  I  can  not  be  with  them  in  the  flesh, 
beg  to  extend  through  you  a  hearty  God-speed,  and  may  we  all  live  to  attend  a 
centennial  reunion  is  the  wish  01 

Yours  fraternally, 

Frank  C.  Butze. 
Genei^al  Wm.  R.  Marshall  and  others, 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  September  G.  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Secretary  of  the  Society  of  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee  : 
I  regret  exceedingly  that  my  duties  here  prevent  me  from  meeting  my  com- 
rades, to  all  of  whom  I  desire  to  be  most  kindly  remembered. 

John  M.   Woodworth. 


Springfield,  III.,  August  28,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Armv  Tejinessee,  St.  Paul,  Minn.: 
General:  — I  have  been  hoping  all  Summer  that  circumstances  would  per- 
mit, and  that  I  might  be  able  to  meet  with  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  at  their  reunion  in  St.  Paul  this  Autunni.  I  try  to  make  m\- 
yearly  recreation  take  in  oiu"  reunions  wherever  they  occur,  and  it  is  with 
sincerest  regret  that  I  abandon  the  hope  of  meeting  with  the  Society  in  Sep- 
tember. If,  at  the  last  moment,  a  change  should  occur,  making  it  possible  for 
me  to  leave  iny  business,  T  will  certainly  come,  for  I  feel  that  the  significance 
and  pleasure  of  ovu"  meetings  increase  with  the  lapse  of  years,  as  the  deeds  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  become  historical. 

I  am.  General,  with  heartfelt  good  wishes  toward  yourself  and  comrades  of 
the  old  armv, 

Xery  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\ant, 

Edward  S.  Johnson, 
Late  Major  7th  Reg.  Ills.    11.    Vol.  Inf. 


MoiiiLE,  Al.\.,  August  28,  1877. 
Sir:— I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to  participate  in  our  reunion  at  St. 
Paul  in  September,  but  business  relations  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  attend. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  you  may  have  an  enjoyable  time,  renewing  and  tighten- 
ing the  ties  that  bind  together  the  soldiers  of  the  glorious  old  Army  of  the 
Tennessee. 

With  a  hearty  God  bless  you  to  all,  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  J.  Palmer, 
Late  of  4.5th  Ills.    Vol.  Inf. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secreiarv,  Cincinnati,  O. 


New  Albany,  Ind.,  September  1,  1877. 
Gener.\l  Wm.  R.  Marshall  and  others, 

Committee: 
CtENTLEmen: — I  regret    my  inability  to  attend   the  eleventh  reunion  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Accept  my  best  wishes  for  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  members  of  the 
association. 

Respectfully, 

J.  P.  Smith. 


30  Proceedings  of  the   Society 

Philadelphia,  1423  Spruce  St.,  August  27,  1S77. 
To  Committee  on   Inv.  a?id  Correspondence  Society  Army  Tennessee : 

Gentlemen: — In  reply  to  your  invitation,  I  regret  to  state  that  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  be  present  at  St.  Paul  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  on 
the  5th  and  6th  proximo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  Brinton,  M.  D. 


Madison,  Wis.,  August  2S,  1877. 
General  W.  R.  Marshall, 

Chairman  Committee,  etc..  Society  Army  Tennessee: 
Dear  Sir: — I  regret  that  engagements  will  probably-  prevent  my  attending 
the  reunion  at  St.  Paul. 

It  is  hard  to  express  the  sentiments  with  which  I  submit  to  this  necessity. 
I  shall  answer  your  roll-call  in  spirit,  and  hope  you  will  have  a  happy  and 
successful  meeting. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Chas.  G.  Mayers. 


New  Orleans,  August  18,  1877. 
General  A.  IIickenloopek, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  of  the  Army  of  tJte  Tennessee: 
Dear  Sir:— Your  circular  announcing  the  postponement  of  the  meeting  of 
our  Army  Society  is  received,  and  in  accordance  with  its  request,  I  am  com- 
pelled, much  to  mv  regret,  to  inform  you  that  I  will  not  be  able  this  year  to 
meet  my  old  comrades;  business' interests,  which  I  can  not  arrange  to  leave 
behind  me,  eftectually  bar  my  departure. 

Selfishly  perhaps,  but  in  the  interest  also  of  many  officers  now  resident  in 
the  South,  I  would  suggest  that  the  Society  hold  its  reunions  hereafter  in 
June,  July  or  August;  in  these  months  people  generally  throughout  the  Union 
usually  manage  to  absent  themselves  from  home  for  purposes  of  recreation, 
and  the  numerous  officers  who  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  now 
living  South,  could  always  attend  the  reunions,  whereas,  if  they  are  held  in  so 
late  a  month  as  September,  our  busy  season  has  then  fully  commenced,  and 
we  find  it  nearly  impossible  to  leave  for  even  a  day,  at  least  that  is  my  position, 
and  I  think  I  am  no  exception  to  the  rule.  I  would  be  grateful  if  you  could 
bring  this  before  the  Society  so  as  to  cause  favorable  action. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Edward  Jonas, 
Late  Brvt.  Lieut. -Col.  and  A.  D.  C,  IGth    Corps. 


Lafayette,  Ind.,  August  SO,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickknlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Army  Tennessee: 
S[R:_lMalaria  is  on  the  rampage  in  the  Wabash  Valley.     I  must  remain  on 
duty   "and   iight  it  out  on   this  line  if  it  takes  all  Summer."     It  grieves  me 
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sore  that  I  can  not  be  at  St.  Paul  to  attend  the  eleventh  annual  reunion  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Deo  volente  I  will  be  "present 
and  accounted  for"  in  1S7S. 

Sincerely  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Cady, 
Laic  Surgeon  12th  Ills.  Inf.   Vol. 


New  York,  April  19,  1S77. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Sccrctar  v  ; 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  annual  report  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  for  which  I  am  greatly  obliged. 

I  feel  much  gratified  at  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  and  to  hear  of  the  lively  and  interesting  reunion  at  Wash- 
ington in  October  last,  and  regret  exceedingly  that  I  was  not  able  to  be  present 
at  that  meeting.  It  has  never  been  convenient  for  mc  to  attend  the  meetings 
of  the  Society,  having  been  in  Europe  about  one-half  the  time  since  its 
organization,  and  at  other  times  remote  from  the  place  of  meeting.  At  the 
same  time  I  have  always  felt  the  greatest  pride  and  interest  in  its  welfare  and 
prosperity.     I  hope  in  future  to  be  able  to  attend  the  annual  meetings. 

In  your  annual  report  of  October  last,  you  say:  "  I  have  the  honor  to 
report,  etc.,  and  submit  herewith  a  list  of  members'  names  for  whOm  certificates 
of  niembership  are  at  Headquarters,  Arlington  Hotel,  ready  for  delivery."  My 
name  is  in  the  list,  and  if  there  is  any  receipt  or  certificate  of  membership 
that  I  should  have,  will  you  please  send  it  to  inv  address  in  New  York,  27 
Pine  street,  care  Winslow,  Lanier  &  Co.,  also  plea>e  let  me  know  how  my 
account  stands  for  annual  dues.      With  great  respect,  I  am,  my  dear  sir. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Samlei.  L'Hom.medieu. 


Cairo,  Ills.,  September  7,  ISll . 
Friend  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Army  of  the  Te?itiessee: 
Dear  Sir: — Owing  to  business  arrangements,  I  find  it  impossible  to  meet 
with  you  this  year.     The  time  set  for  our  meeting  being  so  distant,  and  early 
in  the  fall,  makes  it,  with  other  engagements,  at  a  time  that  I   can  not   leave 
home. 

I  trust  you  all  will  have  a  good  time  and  enjoy  yourselves  in  the  splendid 
city  of  St.  Paul.     Be  assured  my  good  wishes  are  with  you,  as  I  shall  never 
forget  my  connection  with  the  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
With  my  best  wishes  for  a  grand  meeting  and  a  good  time, 
I  am,  respectful!}^  yours, 

Ch.\s.  O.  P.vtier, 
Late  Captain  6th  Missouri. 
P.  S. — Think  I  am  a  little  behindhand  in  my  dues;  if  you  will  have   amount 
sent  me,  will  remit. 

Patier. 
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Chicago,  September  4,  1877. 
General  A.  IIickenlooper, 

Secretary,  etc. : 
Dear   Sir: — I  had   fully    intended  to   participate  in   tlie   eleventli   annual 
reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  he  held  on  the  5th 
and  6th  instants  at  St.  Paul,  and  am  only    prevented  from  doing  so  by  reason 
of  the  reunion  of  my  regiment  here  on  the  6th. 

With  kindly  greetings  to  all,  and  sincere  regrets  for  mv  imavoidable  absence, 
I  am,  yours  always, 

H.  N.  Eldridge. 


Dayton,  O.,  August  21,  1877. 
General  A.   Hickenlooper: 

Dear  Sir: — With  regret  I  inform  you  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  meet 
with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  next  month.  Hoping  you  will  have  the  usual 
good  time  and  a  lai-ge  attendance, 

I  am,  yours  truly, 

Louis  Keller. 


St.  Louis,  August  11,  1877. 
A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Cincinnati: 
Sir: — From  the  force  of  adverse  circimistances,  I   am  denied   the  coveted 
privilege   of  attending  the   next  reunion  of  the   Society   of  the    Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  at  St.   Paul,   Minn.     But  by    the  time  of  the  consecutive   annual 
meeting  I  hope  to  be  reinforced  so  that  I  may  be  present  and  pay  my  dues. 
In  thought  only  can  I,  and  shall  I,  be  at  the  St.  Paul  reunion. 

Truly  yours, 

Thomas  H.  Griffin, 
{Of  old)  Captain  1st  Neb.    Vet.  Car. 


St.  Louis,  August  9,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio: 
My  Dear  Hick.: — I  am  in  receipt  of  two  notices  of  the  change  in  the  date 
of  the  eleventh  annual  meeting  of  our  Society,  and  I  fully  expected  to  be  with 
you  and  meet  my  brother  oflicers,  and  especially  as  I  had  not  been  able  to 
attend  the  past  two  years.  Owing  to  the  sudden  death  of  my  father,  I  shall 
be  unable  to  attend. 

Remember  me  kindly  to  all  present,  and  I  trust  that  you  will  have  a  pleasant 
reunion  and  that  next  year  I  may  be  present. 

If  >ou  will  send  me  the  amount  due  that   stands  charged  to  me,  I  will  remit 
on  receipt. 

Yours  truly, 

Wm.  E.  Ware. 
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LiTHOPOLis.  Fairfield  Co.,  O.,  August  15,  1877. 

General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Correspottding  Secrciarv,  etc.: 

Sir: — Your  favor  announcing  coming  reunion  of  Army  of  Tennessee  is  at 
hand.     I  fear  it  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  leave  home  at  that  time. 

By  some  mistake  you  have  my  address  Whitehall,  N.  Y.  I  have  been  in 
Ohio  three  years,  and  at  the  last  reunion  I  attended  (Springfield,  Ills.)  I  regis- 
tered mv  address  as  above;  since  then  I  have  not  received  the  annual  leport 
of  the    Society,   and  would  much  like  the  last  three  reports  if  you  have  them. 

Your  favor,  which  I  now  acknowledge,  was  forwarded  to  me  from  X.  \ . 

I  owe  the  Society  dues  for  a  year  or  more.  I  don't  know  how  much,  a.s  I 
paid  $5.00  in  1S74,  which  must  have  paid  a  jear  or  so  in  advance.  If  you  will 
kindlv  correct  my  address  on  your  books  and  send  me  a  statement  of  account 
I  will  remit  at  once,  and  I  would  be  pleased  to  receive  the  reports  referred  to 
if  convenient. 

If  the  Columbus  party  go  to  St.  Paul  I  shall  come  with  them,  but  Walcutt 
told  me  recently  he  was  not  going,  that  he  had  arranged  to  go  to  the  Marietta 

reunion  at  that  date. 

Very  truly  voiu-s, 

W.  C.  Clark. 
Lit/iopolis,  Fairfield  Co.,  O. 


Toledo,  ().,  August  20,  1877. 
General  Hickenlooper: 

Dear  Sir: — In  answer  to  the  invitations  to  attend  the  i^eunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  St.  Paul,  I  ha^■e  to  say  that  I  am 
thankful  for  the  attention,  but  fear  I  can  not  put  in  an  appearance.  I  have 
been  detailed  to  take  charge  of  a  corps  of  patriotesses  engaged  in  the  recruiting 
service,  some  of  whom  having  completed  their  muster  are  now  drilling  the 
awkward  squad,  v,hile  others  have  not  reported.  I  have  no  authority  to  grant 
them  furloughs  nor  to  hasten  the  fulfillment  of  their  duty,  but  should  the  roll 
be  completed  in  time,  I  .shall  be  most  happy  to  meet  at  St.  Paul  the  Post 
climacteric  belligerents  whose  might}'  and  protracted  throes  for  the  deliverance 
of  their  country  resulted  in  a  new  birth  of  the  nation. 

Hoping  you  will  all  ha\e  the  best  kind  of  a  time  and  many  renewals  thereof, 
I  am,  yours  fraternally, 

J.  W.  Bond, 
Surgeon  oOth  lozva  Injantry. 


Kalida,  O.,  August  24.  1877. 

To  the  Committee  of  Inv.  Society  Army  Tennessee,  St.  Paul,  Minu.: 

Gentlemen: — Owing  to  pressing  business  and  the  long  distance,  it  will  be 

impossible   for  me  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  to  be  held  in 

your  city,  which  I  heartily  regret,  as  nothing  would  give    me   more    pleasure 

than  to  visit  your  beautiful  city  and  again  meet  with  the  Society. 

Respectfully  yours, 

L.  L.  Parker. 
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Avon,  III.,  Ang-ust  SO,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Correspondi7ig  Secretary  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Temiessee: 
Dear  Sir: — It  is  with  sincere  regret  I  am  compelled  to  abandon  all  thought 
of  being  present  at  the  eleventh  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee.  Trusting  that  the  meeting  at  St.  Paul  will  be  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  ever  experienced  hy  our  Society,  and  with  kindest  regards  to  all 
comrades  and  friends  who  may  be  in  attendance, 

I  remain,  very  truly, 

L.  F.  Ross, 
Late  Brigadier-  General  of  Vol. 


Bloomington,  III.,  August  11,  1877. 
Dear  General: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  notice 
kindly  sent  to  me  by  you,  notifying  me  of  our  annual  meeting  at  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  September  5th  and  6th.  As  much  as  I  would  love  to  be  with  you 
again,  particularly  because  I  could  not  go  to  Washington  last  year,  I  can  not 
see  how  I  am  to  stand  so  long  a  journey,  considering  the  state  of  my  health; 
it  has  been  poor  of  late,  but  rest  assured,  if  I  don't  report  for  duty  at  roll-call. 
it  will  be  because  I  am  physically  unable  to  do  so,  not  because  my  attachment 
to  our  beloved  organization  has  weakened.  There  is  a  bare  possibility  that  I 
may  be  able  to  go  to  St.  Paul,  it  certainly  is  my  ardent  desire. 
I  remain,  dear  General,  yours  as  ever, 

CuKi.s.  Riebsame, 
T.ate  Captain  llGtli  Ills.,  ir^ili  Corps,  Arin\  Tenn. 


Seabright,  New  Jersey,  August  SO,  1877. 
General  John  B.  Sanborn  and  associates, 

Connnittce: 
Dear  General: — I  am  just  home  from  Europe,  and  meet  your  cordial  in- 
vitation to  attend  the  annual  reunion  of  our  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  5th  and 
6th  proximo  at  St  Paul.  I  want  to  go  ever  so  much,  and  shall  do  my  utmost 
to  give  mj'self  that  pleasure.  If  I  fail  to  report,  it  will  be  for  the  reason  that 
my  accumulated  work  positively  forbids  the  absence.  Mrs.  Fisk  joins  me  in 
greeting  you  i'rom  our  Summer  home  by  the  sea. 

Ver-\-  truly  yours, 

Clinton  B.  Fisk. 


Lafayette,  Ind.,  August  28,  1877. 
Dear  Sir:— -Captious  is  the  word.     The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee  is   becoming  captious,   adverbially    captious    as    to    time    and    locality. 
The  old  doctors  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  arc   all  in  the  field  against  Malaria. 
"From  doctors  pills  and  Western  chills 
Good  Lord  deliver  us." 
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Please  change  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  so  as  to  accommodate  somebody. 
Make  an  immovable  feast  of  the  thing  at  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis  or  Chicago. 
I  will  come  if  possible  to  St.  Paul  on  the  5th  of  next  September. 

W.  Y.  Cady.  , 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary,  etc. 


Delaware,  O.,  Aiio-ust  :2S,  IS77. 
General  Wm.  R.  Marshall, 

Member  Committee  on    [nvitations    S.  A.   7\,  St.  Paul,  ]\/itiii.: 
Allow  me  to  tiiank  you  for  the  card  of  invitation  received.      I  should  be  de- 
lighted   to  visit  your  city  and  enjoy  the  society  of  our  veteran  officers  of  the 
"late  unpleasantness" — but   circuiustances  will  not   permit  without  neglect  of 
public  duty,  therefore,  excuse  me. 

RcsjicctfuUy,  etc., 

J.    F.    CURREN. 


Chica(;o,  a 71  oust  28,  1S77. 
To  Committee  ov  I)iv.  and   Correspondence  S.  A.  7'.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.: 

Gentlemk.v: — Your  kind  invitiition  to  attend  the  eleventh  annual  reunion 
of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  St.  Paul,  on  the  5th  and  6th 
of  September  next,  is  received.  I  regret  more  than  I  can  express  to  you  my 
inability  to  attend.  Business  of  such  a  nature  that  it  can  not  be  postponed 
prevents  vny  going.  Although  not  with  you  in  person,  in  spirit  I  am  there  the 
same  as  when,  under  the  leadership  of  the  gallant  Sherman,  "we  went  march- 
ing through  Georgia." 

Fraternalh'  j-ours, 

W.    S.    SCRIBNER, 

I.ate  of  the  I6t/i  Wis.    Inf. 
To  Generals  W.  R.  Marshall,  J.  B.  Sani-.okn  and  others. 


Omaha,  August  28,  1877. 
General  Wm.  R.  Marshall  and  others. 

Committee  on  Invitations  and  Correspondence,  St.  Paul: 

In  reply  to  your  invitation  to  participate  in  the  eleventh  annual  reunion  of 
the  Society  of  the  Ariny  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  on  the  qtb  and  6th  next, 
I  am  obliged  to  express  deep  regret  tliat  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend. 

On  the  4th  and  afterwards  I  shall  be  obliged  to  do  duty  as  examining  siugeon, 
in  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters,  thereby  being  prevented  from  en- 
gaging in  vour  festivities. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  that  this  convention  should,  in  some  way.  recognize 
and   approve  the   valuable  services  of  the   Medical    Departinent  of  the  army 

\ 
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during  the  i^ebellion.  I  believe  they  have  never  been  "toasted"  at  any  of  the 
reunions.  Some  surgeon,  skiUful  in  the  use  of  the  scalpel,  should  dissect  the 
"subject." 

Wishing  you  a  very  happv  time,  I  am, 

Fraternally, 

J.  C.  Denise,  M.  D. 
Late  Surgeon  27th  Ohio  Inf. 


St.  Louis,  August  29,  1877. 
Gener.\l  Wm.  R.  Marsh.vll, 

Of  Committee  on  Inv.  and  Cor.,  etc.,  St.  Paul,  Alinii.: 
Sir: — I  very  much  regret  my  inability  to  accept  the  kind  and  cordial  invi- 
tation of  your  committee  to  be  present  at  the  eleventh  annual  reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  on  the  5th  and  6th  proximo 
in  your  city  of  St.  Paul.  I  regret  it  tlie  more  because  I  am  denied  the  coveted 
privilege  of  beholding  your  beautiful  city  and  surroundings  on  such  a  rare 
occasion. 

I  would  like  to  breath  the  pure,  free  air  of  Minnesota,  if  only  for  the  space 
of  two  days,  that  by  its  influence  I  might  be  invigorated  in  the  belief  that  our 
great  and  grand  country  is  to  be  an  undivided  and  unwhipped  republic  evermore; 
and  forever  to  be  the  greatly  renowned  land  where  soldiers  are  born  and  bred, 
where  ripe  and  charming  beauty  is  ever  in  the  full  flush  of  excellence,  and 
where  statesmanship  is  developed  even  in  the  cradle  of  the  boy  who  is  the 
incipient  President. 

Verv  respectfully, 

T.  11.  Griffix, 
Ex-  Captain  1st  Nebrasha  Vet.  Cav. 


Burlington,  I(jwa,  August  27,  1877. 
General  Marsh.\ll  and  others. 

Committee  on  Invitations,  etc.,  St.  Pant,  Minn.: 
Your  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  is  received,  and  if  not  kept  at  home  by  a  press  of  professional 
labor,  I  shall  knock  at  the  great  northern  gate  of  commerce  with  the  hope  that  I 
may  be  admitted  within  the  bounds  of  your  goodly  city  to  participate  in  the 
pleasure  and  profits  of  the  occasion.  If,  however,  business  prevents  my 
attending,  be  assured  that  the  old  con\iction  is  still  upon  me,  and  that  I  cling 
to  the  Union  the  ,Vrmy  of  the  Tennessee  did  so  much  to  save,  as  the  only 
means  of  establishing  justice  on  principles  tliat  will  insure  domestic  tranquilit\', 
provide  for  the  comnion  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity. 

With  best  wishes  for  our  country,  our   Society,  and  for  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  all  the  people, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  Stone. 
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St.  Louis,  August  S5,  1877. 
General  Wm.  R.  Marshall, 

Chairman  of  Coiiiiii iitcr  on  I iivHations  and  Correspondence  : 
Dkar  Silt: — I  very  much  regret  that  my  business  will  prevent  me  attending 
the  reunion  at  St.  Paul,  on  September  5th  and  6th. 

With  kindest    regards  to  all   comrades,  and  hoping  that   vou  will  have  ah — 

o —  t — ,  I  remain, 

Yours  very  truly, 

D.  C.  Coleman, 
La/c  Co/one/  St/i  Mo.  Inf. 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,  ^{ugust  27,  1877. 
General  Wm.  R.  Marshall  and  others. 

Members  of    Committee  071  Invitations.  St.  Paul: 
Gents: — I  regret  that  business  engagements  prevent  me  from  parlicipatins 
in  the  eleventh  annual  reunion  of  our  Society. 

Yours  truly, 

F.  H.  Magdeburg. 


Chicago,  August  SI.  1S77. 
Generals  W.  R.  Marshall.  H.  P.  Van  Cleve  and  others. 

Committee  on  Itivitations,  etc.: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  invitation 
from  your  committee,  as  also  one  from  the  citizens  of  St.  Paul,  to  attend  the 
eleventh  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be 
held  at  St.  Paul  on  the  :;th  and  6th  of  September  next. 

It  would  afford  me  infinite  pleasure  to  be  able  to  accept  the  invitation  and 
be  present  at  "our  reunion.'"  'I'o  visit  the  beautiful  city  of  St.  Paul  and  the 
great  State  of  Minnesota — according  to  Mr.  Seward,  "  The  seat  of  Empire  " — 
has  long  been  my  earnest  desire.  To  see  my  former  commanders  and  comrades 
of  the  historic  and  glorious  old  "Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  and  to  take  them  bv 
the  hand,  will  always  be  one  of  the  richest  and  rarest  pleasures  in  life  to  me. 
I  look  forward  to  the  time  when  I  shall  be  able  to  attend  every  reunion  of  the 
Society.  This  year,  however,  I  can  not  attend.  My  work,  imperative  duty, 
renders  it  necessaiy  that  I  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  the 
meeting.  I  therefore  write  to  thank  you,  and  through  you,  as  representatives 
of  the  Society,  the  citizens  of  St.  Paul,  for  the  cordial  invitations  extended,  and 
to  express  my  hope  that  those  who  do  attend  may  enjoy  all  that  is  implied  in 
what  General  Sherman  calls  "a  good  time  " 

Very  truly  yours, 

Richard  S.  Tuthill. 


Chicago,  August  7,  1877. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary,  etc  : 
Dear  General: — I  have  this  moment  received  your  notice  of  tlie  change 
in  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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I  had  fuUj  arranged  to  attend  the  session  this  year,  but  important  business 
the  tiist  week  in  September  will  prevent  me  from  meeting  with  jou  at  that 
time.  I  regret  this  exceedingly  for  I  regard  this  as  promising  to  be  the  most 
interesting  and  profitable  of  any  of  our  reunions  heretofore.  The  question  of 
extending  the  rights  of  membership  to  the  enlisted  men  of  our  old  Army  will 
come  up  I  apprehend  and  chamj^ioned,  as  it  will  be,  by  General  Martin  Beem 
of  this  city,  will  stir  up  an  exciting  discussion.  For  my  own  part,  remembering 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Society  was  organized,  and  the  discussion 
which  then  took  place,  and  the  thorough  understanding  every  officer  had  on 
the  subject,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  change  should  be  made.  The  recent 
labor  strikes  in  our  land  and  the  consequent  calling  out  of  military;  the  great 
war  now  waging  in  Europe;  the  widely  extending  desire  on  the  part  of  our 
people  for  an  increase  of  our  army;  all  these  will  add  greater  zest  to  your 
gathering,  and  I  can  not  but  feel  that  I  shall  miss  a  glorious  good  time. 

I  hope  the  reunion  will  be  fully  attended,  and  may  all  have  an  old  fashioned 
revival  of  "  flow  of  soul  and  feast  of  reason."     My  best  wishes  to  all. 

Yours  truly, 

Benj.  F.  Mdnroe, 
Captain  Sfli  III.  Inf. 


Warren,  Ohio,  September  3,  1S77. 
Dear  General: — I  take  great  pleasure  in  thanking  you  for  your  kind 
invitation  to  participate  in  the  eleventh  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  St.  Paul,  on  the  5th  and  6th  instants,  and  greatly 
regret  that  previous  imperative  business  engagements  will  render  it  impossible 
for  me  to  be  present. 

Wishing  you  and  your  gallant  comrades  all  the  pleasure  and  success  which 
you  could  wish,  I  remain, 

Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,     • 

F     E.    HUTCHINS. 

General  A.  Hickenloopkr, 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 


New  Orleans,  September  3,  1877. 
General  Jno.  B.  Sanborn  and  others, 

Cominittee,  etc.,  St.  Paul: 
Gentlemen: — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  invitation  to  attend  the  eleventh 
annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  this 
week  in  your  city.  I  think  of  nothing  that  would  aflbrd  me  more  pleasure 
than  to  participate  in  this  reunion,  but  business  cares  and  a  multitude  of  the 
perplexities  that  atllict  humanity  will  prevent  my  sharing  the  generous  hospi- 
talities which  your  beautiful  city  will  extend  to  the  members  of  the  Society. 

With  kindly  greetings  to  old  comrades  and  friends,  accept  my  good  wishes 
tor  the  success  of  the  reunion. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Amos  S.  Collins. 


Of  the  Army  of  the    Tennessee.  39 

Washington  City,  September  1,  IS77. 
My  Dear  General: — The  notice  of  our  meeting  this  year,  and  the  invita- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  St.  Paul  to  their  proposed  pleasant  trip,  duly  received. 
Should  be  glad  to  be  with  you  if  it  were  possible,  but  for  these  times  the 
distance  is  too  great;  that-is  my  fault  or  misfortune,  however,  in  living  so  far 
away  from  the  section  from  which  our  comrades  took  up  the  step  to  the  front. 
You  can't  fail  of  a  good  time  in  such  a  location,  at  such  a  season,  and  in 
such  company. 

Remember  me  generally  to  all.  I  trust  that  a  number  will  be  there  who 
will  remember  the  Adjutant  of  the  old  3rd  Brigade  of  the  "Blue  Arrow." 
Shall  be  with  you  in  spirit,  and  endeavor  to  imagine  the  greetings  which  I  can 
not  witness. 

With  the  best  of  anticipations  for  the  reunion,  and  hoping  that  \ou  will  soon 
send  out  that  consolidated  report  of  our  meetings,  as  provided  for  at  our  last 
gathering,  I  am. 

Yours  truly, 

O.  D.  Kinsman, 
Late  Captai7i  and  Bvt.  Lieut. -Col.  and  A.  Adj. -Gen. 
Srd  Brig.  4th  Div.  17th  A.  C. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Cor.  Sec.  Society  Army  Tennessee,  St.  Paul,  Minn.: 


Paris,  III.,  September  .1,  1S77. 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton: — I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  be  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  "  Old  Guard  "  this  year,  but  am  in  hopes  it  \\\\\  not  occur  again. 
Each   recurring  annual  leaves  the  number  less;  and  faces  are  missing  that 
we   may  never  see  again.     It  brings  closer  those  that  are  left,  and  may  thev 
keep     up     a   touch  to    the   "  right,"  remembering   with   kindness    the    '•  fallen 
heroes." 
With  '[fraternal  love'"  to  the  "officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee," 

I  remain, 

James  H.  Smith, 
Adjutant  12th  III.  Inf. 


Dubuque,  Iowa,  September  3,1877. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman. 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota: 
Dear  Genei?al: — Please  pardon  my  addressing  you  in  so  familiar  a  way, 
but  you  are  dear  to  hundreds  of  your  old  soldiers  here,  (Iowa  bovs)  who 
followed  'you  all  through  the  war,  and  to  whom  a  sight  of  vou  once  more 
would  add  almost  j'ears  to  their  lives,  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  asking  you 
if  you  can  not  make  it  convenient  on  your  return  from  St.  Paul  to  stop  here 
even  if  only  for  a  few  hours  and  give  us  a  hand  shake,  we  will  welcome  you 
heartily  and  make  your  stay,  be  it  short  or  long,  pleasant.  Dubuque  is  the 
metropolis  of  Iowa,  and  Iowa  you  know  gave  you  some  of  your  best  bovs.     If 
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vOLi  can  come  this  way,  please  telegraph  me  and  say  when.  You  may  not 
recall  me,  but  I  was  an  Assistant  Adjutant-General  on  General  Howard's  staft"; 
Dayton,  Hickenlooper  and  many  of  the  other  otficers  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  will  recollect  me.  I  much  regret  that  business  and  other  matters 
will  prevent  me  meeting  with  the  Society  this  year.  Hoping  to  hear  from  you 
favorably  as  to  your  giving  us  a  call, 

I  remain,  very  truly  yours, 

Sam.  L.  Taggart. 


Marietta,  O.,  September  Q,  1811. 
Chairman  of  the  Army  of  the    Tennessee  meetings: 
The    reunion   here   would   not  release  me  from   engngemcnt   made    before 

change  of  time  at  St.  Paul. 

M.  D.  Leggett. 


Headquarteks  Camp  Douglas,  \ 
Utah,  August  31,  1877.  \ 

To  Generals  W.  R.  Marshall,  M.  P.  Van  Cleve,  kt.   al.. 

Committee  on  Invitations,  St.  Paul,  Minn.: 
Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  to-day,  of  your 
kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  eleVenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  your  city  on  the  5th  and  6th  proximo. 
I  reo'ret  that  my  duties  here  preclude  the  pleasure  it  Avould  give  me  to  meet 
once  more  my  old  comrades,  f  nd  to  renew,  in  social  intercourse,  the  memories 
of  the  past. 

As  1  cannot  be  present.  I  beg  leave  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  regards 
for  all  the  members,  and  earnest  wishes  for  the  continued  harmony  of  the 
Society.     I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Very  respectfully  and   truly  yours, 

Jno.  E.  Smith, 
Colonel  Wh  Inf.,  Bvt.   MaJ.-Gcn.  U.   S.   A. 


Yaxktox,  D.  T.,  September  10.  1877. 

General  W.  R.  M,\rsh.\ll,  Mayor  J.  T.  Maxwell,  et  al.. 

Committee : 

Gentlemen: — Your  invitation  to  the  eleventh  annual  reunion  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  reached  me  here  after  the  meeting.  I  was  prevented  by  duty 
from  being  present. 

Allow  me  to  express  my  regiet  that  I  have  not  at  an  earlier  date  been  able  to 
acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  your  very  kind  invitation.     I  am,  gentlemen. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Hammond. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  McPhcrson  Monument  A.ssoci- 
ation,  General  Hickenlooper  presented  the  following: 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  McPHERSON   MONUMENT. 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  .5,  1S77. 
Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Gentlemen :— On  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  McPherson  Monument,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  information  the  following  report: 
Oct.     iS,  1S76.     Balance  in  my  hands  as  per  last  report,  .$1,019  44 

Nov.     6,      "         Received  from  General  M.  D.  Leggett,  2,700  00 

Mar.   14,18/7.     Received  from  Potter  Palmer. 


Nov. 

6. 

1876. 

Paid  Robert  Wood  eS:  Co.,     - 

6, 

"     Expressage,  etc.. 

May 

8, 

1S77. 

"     Louis  T.  Rebisso,  to  date. 

June 

4- 

" 

in  full, 

100 

GO 

.$3,819 

44 

%z 

•309 
I 

350 

00 

S5 
00 

I 

,158 

.S9 

4-,     «T^ 

In  addition  to  the  crt.?// payment,  the  subscription  of  Louis  McLean,  $4,321.00 
and  material  to  the  value  of  $1,370.00  was  transferred  to  Robert  Wood  &:  Co., 
making  their  total  compensation  $8,000.00  as  per  contract  heretofore  reported. 

Under  the  advice  and  direction  of  Judge  Force,  the  following  settlement 
was  eftected  with  Mr.  Rebisso: 

Whkre.vs,  some  difference  of  opinion  has  arisen  between  Louis  T.  Rebisso 
of  the  one  part,  and  W.  B.  Ilazen,  M.  D.  Leggett  and  A.  Ilickenlooper  of 
the  other  part,  as  to  the  legal  rights  of  the  respective  parties  against  each  other 
in  a  final  settlement  under  the  contract  between  the  said  parties  in  relation  to 
the  equestrian  statue  of  General  McPherson;  and, 

Where.vs,  on  the  one  hand  the  said  Rebisso  did  not  complete  the  working 
model  within  two  years  from  27th  December,  1871,  as  he  was  bound  to  do, 
and  did  not  complete  the  same  until  19th  April,  1876,  and  the  said  Rebisso 
has  not  paid  any  part  of  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  day  agreed  upon  as  liqui- 
dated damages  for  delay;  and  whereas,  by  the  change  of  plan,  erecting  the 
monument  in  Washington  City,  where  the  Government  constructed  the 
pedestal  without  cost  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  instead  of  erecting  it  at 
Clyde  as  originally  intended,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  saved  1  great  outlay 
and  was  thereby  enabled  to  pay  said  Rebisso  the  compensation  he  has  already 
received,  being  considerably  more  than  double  the  total  amount  which  it  was 
expected  by  the  parties  he  would  receive;  and, 

Whereas,  by  reason  of  said  change  of  plan  certain  subscriptions  made  by 
residents  of  Clj'de  for  the  purpose  of  putting  up  the  monument  at  Clyde,  have 
been  recalled  by  said  subscribers  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  specifically  subscribed,  and  said  amount  is  greater  than  the  entire  balance 
of  private  subscription  remaining  in  the  hands  of  said  Leggett,  Hazen  and 
Hickenlooper;  and  the  said  Hazen,  Leggett  and  Hickenlooper  claim  there  is 
nothing  remaining  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Rebisso,  but  that  on  the  contrarv  the 
said  Rebisso  has,  by  mistake,  been  overpaid  already;  and. 
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Whereas,  on  tlie  other  hand,  there  is  yet  a  quantity  of  gnn-material  and  pro- 
ceeds thereof  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  said  committee  unused,  and  tlie 
said  Rebisso  claims  that  under  the  clause  in  the  contract,  whereby  the  said 
committee  agreed,  upon  completion  of  the  monument  and  payment  of  expenses, 
to  pay  over  to  the  said  Rebisso  "  any  money  there  may  be  remaining  in  their 
hands  from  the  sums  raised  for  the  erection  of  said  monument,"  he  is  entitled 
not  only  to  any  balance  of  money  raised  so  remaining,  but  to  any  unused 
remainder  of  the  gun-material  or  its  proceeds,  given  by  the  Government  to 
the  said  committee;  and  the  said  Rebisso  claims  he  is  entitled  to  all  cash  and 
all  material  now  in  the  hands  of  the  said  committee;  and. 

Whereas,  the  parties,  while  so  differing  in  opinion,  feel  disposed  to  settle 
amicably,  the  said  Rebisso  having  already  received  much  greater  compensation 
than  he  expected  to,  and  the  committee  having  received  an  equestrian  statue 
of  much  greater  artistic  merit  than  they  expected, 

It  is  now  agreed,  in  order  to  settle  up  and  finally  close  all  differences, 
disagreements  and  claims  of  every  sort,  character  and  kind,  that  the  said  com- 
mittee shall  pay,  and  do  now  pay  and  hand  over  to  the  said  Louis  T.  Rebisso 
eleven  htindred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  fifty-nirie  cents,  and  the  said  Louis  T. 
Rebisso  accepts  and  receives  the  same  in  full  payment  and  satisfaction  of  all 
compensation,  claim  or  demands  under  said  contract,  for  mone}',  material  or 
anv  other  claim  of  any  kind  whatever;  and  the  said  committee  undertake  with 
said  gun-material  and  any  proceeds  thereof  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  citizens 
of  Clyde. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Louis  T.  Rebisso  has  hereto  set  his  hand 
and  seal  this  4th  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1877. 

(Signed)  Louis  T.  Rebisso.     [seal.] 

(Signed)     L.  M.  Dayton.  {  Witnesses 

T.  H.  Marpe.  \ 
This  makes  a  complete  settlement  of  all  outstanding  obligations  on  account 
of  the  equestrian  statue,  and  leaves  in  our  hands  material  sufficient  to  enable 
us  to  return  the  subscriptions  made  b^  the  citizens  of  Clyde,  or  to  join  with 
them  in  erecting  over  the  grave  of  McPherson  a  monument  which  should  be 
second  only  to  that  recently  unveiled  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

Respectfully', 

A.  Hickenlooi'er. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Evei"est: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  McPherson 
Monument  be  accepted. 

In  this  connection,  General  Callender  made  some  suggestions 
that  the  Society  take  some  further  steps  toward  marking  the  phice, 
near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  where  General  McPherson  was  killed.  He 
stated  that  General  Sherman  had  obtained  a  deed  of  a  piece  of 
ground,  the  spot  wdiere  he  fell,  and  secin"ed  a  right  of  way  to  it 
from  the  traveled  thorouglifare — a  fence  made  of  gun  barrels,  etc., 
and  a  piece  of  ordnance  had  been  placed  there,  and  he  hoped  the 
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Societ\-  when  it  had  completed  the  present  work  before  it,  through 
this  committee  just  reporting,  would  place  something  on  the  spot 
where  their  commander  perished,  on  which  suitable  inscriptions 
can  be  made. 

The  presiding  officer  announced  the  following  committees: 

For  nomination  of  officers:  General  J.  B.  Sanborn,  Captain  Ed. 
Spear,  Major  John  E.  Simpson,  Captain  J.  G.  Everest,  General  J. 
N.  Rusk. 

For  selecting  next  place  of  meeting:  General  W.  Q.  Gresham, 
General  B.  Spooner,  Colonel  J.  M.  Loomis,  Major  John  C.  Ham- 
ilton, Captain  J.  Barber. 

For  selecting  orator  for  next  meeting:  General  W.  W.  Belknap, 
Colonel  Thornas  Reynolds,  Surgeon  A.  E.  Heighway,  General  A. 
L.  Chetlain,  Major  George  A.  Henry. 

On  motion  of  General  Hickenlooper: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  use  of  the  Per- 
manent Fund  the  additional  amount  needed  in  excess  of  the 
Current  Fund  to  meet  the  expenses  of  publication  of  the  ten 
annual  reports  combined,  intended  for  gratuitous  distribution  to 
our  members. 

Colonel  Dayton  asked  permission  to  present  the  matter  of  a 
bill  incurred  by  Colonel  Knox  at  the  last  annual  meeting  in  behalf 
of  the  Local  Committee  of  Arrangements  He  explained  that 
being  informed  by  members  of  that  committee  that  the  bill  was 
authorized  by  them,  the  articles  so  bought  were  for  decoration,  but 
the  committee  did  not  have  money  to  pay  the  bill,  probably  it 
ought  to  be  refunded  to  Colonel  Knox  from  the  Society  funds. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Dayton: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  Colonel 
K.  Knox  sixtv  dollars  from  the  Current  Fund,  the  same  being  to 
reimburse  him  for  money  paid  in  behalf  of  the  Local  Committee 
of  last  annual  meeting,  held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  that  committee 
having  failed  to  pay  Colonel  Knox. 

General  Sanborn  presented  the  question  of  customary  resolu- 
tions respecting  deceased  members,  and  suggested  a  standing 
committee  as  appropriate  for  that  purpose.  General  vSpooner 
objected  to  such  a  mode  of  paying  tribute  to  our  comrades  ami 
members,  and  claimed,  when  one  was  reported  dead,  a  special 
committee  should  be  selected  to  pay  him  feeling  tribute  as  he 
deserved. 
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General  Sanborn  stated  the  object  he  had  in  view  to  be,  that  an 
authorized  committee  should  be  made  permanent,  to  compile  the 
records  of  deceased  members  for  pidjlication  in  the  Secretary's 
annual  reports. 

General  Hickenlooper  sustained  the  object  aimed  to  accomplish, 
explaining  how  necessaiy  it  was,  if  we  expected  to  get  the  full 
and  correct^record  of  our  members  as  provided  for  by  our  Consti- 
tution, that  there  should  be  a  committee  which  would  have  ample 
time  each  year  for  that  purpose,  when, 

On  motion  of  General  Sanborn: 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  Secretaries  and  Treasurer  of  this 
Society  be  considered  a  standing  committee  on  obituaries  and 
biographies  of  members,  and  that  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
be  the  chairman  of  the  same. 

No  further  current  or  special  business  being  presented, 

On  motion  of  General  Mc Arthur: 

.  Resolved,  That  the  Society  now  adjourn  to  meet  this  evening, 
as  provided  by  the  Local  Committee,  to  hear  the  annual  address. 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  5,  1877. 

The  Society  marched  from  the  headquarters  to  the  Opera 
House  at  7^  o'clock.  The  Great-Western  Band  played  several 
pieces  while  the  members  were  being  seated  and  the  invited 
guests  were  assembling. 

Being  called  to  order  by  the  chairman,  the  exercises  were 
opened  with 

Prayer: — Rev.  Mr.  McKibbon. 

Music  by  the  Drum  Corps: — '■'Reveille.'''' 

The  chairman  then  announced  the  welcome  address  in  behalf 
of  the  Local  Committee  and  citizens  of  St.  Paul,  and  introduced 
the  Hon.  J.  T.  Maxfield,  Mayor  of  St.  Paul. 
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WELCOME  ADDRESS  BY  HON.  J.  T.  MAXFIELD. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee: — The  occasion  and  opportunity  is 
here  presented  for  a  person  possessing  the  proper  mental  caUbre 
and  a  good  lung  magazine  well  supplied  with  ammunition  to 
skirmish  around  you  with  rhetorical  maneuvers,  and  attempt  to 
approach  you  by  parallels  of  oratory  and  eloquence.  Possessing 
none  of  those  requisite  qualifications,  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
make  a  direct  attack  upon  you;  and  if  I  had  here  the  largest  gun 
ever  in  possession  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  could 
endow  it  with  the  power  of  speech,  I  would  make  it  belch  forth 
the  word  "welcome"  in  such  thunder  tones  that  the  reverbera- 
tions would  reach  the  ears  of  your  families,  relations  and  friends 
in  each  of  your  distant  homes. 

Your  comrades  in  this  city  are  but  few  in  comparison  with  our 
population,  but  when  they  extended  to  30U  the  invitation  to  hold 
your  reunion  in  our  city  the  present  year,  they  struck  a  key  note 
that  was  in  full  accord  with  the  wishes  of  our  people,  and  I  thank 
them  for  giving  you  the  invitation  and  also  thank  you  for  accord- 
ing to  their  wishes,  and  I  know  I  speak  the  true  sentiments  of 
our  people  when  I  say  for  m}self  and  in  their  behalf,  that  we 
extend  to  you  a  most  hearty  and  most  cordial  welcome. 

We  welcome  you  as  a  society  upon  whose  rolls  are  inscribed 
the  names  of  some  of  our  most  eminent  statesmen  as  well  as 
distinguished  soldiers.  If  I  understand  correctly  the  object  and 
aim  of  your  Society  it  is  certainly  commendable.  Suddenly  called 
from  the  various  avocations  of  life  in  which  you  were  engaged 
to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  your  country,  you  met  with  brother 
officers  from  various  portions  of  the  country  with  whom  you  had  no 
previous  personal  acquaintance  but  with  whom  you  soon  became 
intimate,  as  duty  required  that  you  should  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder 
in  the  deadly  rifle  pits,  should  encourage  and  sustain  each  other 
while  on  the  march  through  sunshine  and  rain,  should  stand  side  by 
side  on  the  battle-field  where  deadl}'  missiles  were  constantly  lessen- 
ing your  numbers,  I  say  it  is  commendable  that  those  of  you  who 
survived  the  perils  and  dangers  of  the  war  should  have  your 
reunions  and  renew  and  keep  alive  friendships  formed  under 
circumstances  that  none  l)ut  yourselves  can  fully  appreciate  or 
understand,  and  also  to  keep  alive  and  cherish  the  virtues  and 
heroic  acts  of  fallen  comrades. 
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In  the  nature  of  things  death  will  soon  claim  the  active  partici- 
pants in  the  war,  and  nothing  but  its  memories  and  the  results 
will  be  left  to  impress  its  lesson  upon  the  coming  generations. 
We  are  emphatically  a  nation  of  peace,  but  the  history  made  in 
our  brief  existence  shows  that  our  people  can  be  rapidlv  trans- 
formed into  an  army  of  soldiers.  You,  gentlemen  of  the  Society, 
know  what  war  is,  and  can  most  fully  appreciate  its  terrible 
realities.  War  viewed  from  the  most  favorable  standpoint  is 
simply  horrid,  and  especially  so  when  it  is  waged  between  people 
of  our  own  nation,  leaving  behind  it  a  long  train  of  evils,  which 
as  you  know  have  been  unnecessarily  aggravated  bv  not  follow- 
ing out  the  noble  and  refining  example  set  by  those  who  done  the 
fighting 

General  Sherman,  when  he  decided  that  it  was  necessary  as  a 
war  measure  to  destroy  the  city  of  Atlanta,  wrote  the  Mavor  of 
that  doomed  city,  saj'ing:  war  is  cruelty  and  can  not  be  refined. 
When  the  confederates  were  subdued  and  their  armies  surren- 
dered, the  soldiers  who  done  the  fighting  and  by  their  valor  and 
patriotism  prevented  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  were  the  first  to 
extend  the  olive  branch  and  proft'er  kindness  instead  of  cruelty, 
and  to  realize  that  when  peace  was  restored  that  the  refining 
process  could  lie  used  to  advantage  in  inculcating  a  feeling  of 
brotherly  love  instead  of  hatred  and  revenge.  When  General 
Lee  surrendered  his  arm}^  General  Grant  virtually  said  to  him 
to  go  home  and  to  "beat  his  guns  into  plowshares  and  his 
swords  into  pruning  hooks."  After  the  sunender  the  Union 
soldiers  ascertained  that  Lee's  troops  were  suftering  for  food  and 
they  inaugurated  the  refining  process  by  generously  dividing  their 
rations  with  their  late  foes.  General  Sherman  showed  like  kind- 
ness and  conciliation  to  General  Jcjhnson  and  his  army.  After 
the  surrender  of  the  confederate  armies  President  Lincoln  showed 
no  disposition  to  persecute,  no  exhiljition  of  hatred  or  revenge 
toward  our  erring  brothers,  but  on  the  contrary,  in  the  kindness 
of  his  heart,  he  told  them  to  organize  their  State  governments  and 
to  obey  the  laws  and  the  constitution  as  amended,  and  that  all 
would  be  well.  In  niv  Innnble  opinion,  had  President  Lincoln 
lived  and  been  permitted  to  carry  out  his  policy  of  conciliation, 
he  would  have  during  his  term  of  ofiice  healed  the  wounds 
engendered  bv  the  war,  and  that  peace  and  good  order  would 
have  prevailed   throughout  our  entire  country;   but  unfortunately. 
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and    peculiarly  so    for   the   vSoutheru   people,  an   assassin's   bullet 
deprived  him  of  life,  and   tlien   for  a  time  chaos  reigned  supreme. 

While  those  who  fought  through  the  war  fully  realized  the 
importance  of  an  early  amicable  settlement  of  all  diilerences 
existing  between  the  North  and  South,  in  order  that  peace  might 
be  restored  and  further  bloodshed  avoided;  while  the  soldiers  of 
the  late  contending  armies  were  fraternizing,  and  were  actually 
in  many  places  North  and  South  joining  together  in  decorating 
the  graves  of  fallen  comrades,  showing  that  although  they  were 
enemies  in  war  they  were  friends  in  peace,  and  notwithstanding 
such  familiarity  and  evidence  of  forgiveness  is  distasteful  to  those 
who  would  prefer  cultivating  and  keeping  alive  a  spirit  of  hatred 
and  revenge,  the  question  is  left  for  each  to  decide  for  himself 
what  under  the  circumstances  he  would  consider  to  be  his  christian 
duty.  I  am  not  here  to  advocate  or  condemn  the  propriety  of  such 
exhibitions  of  forgiveness,  but  am  speaking  of  what  has  actually 
occurred  in  Raleigh,  N.  C,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Chicago,  111.,  and 
others  places  North  and  South.  While  the  soldiers  were  doing  all 
in  their  power  to  inaugurate  a  policy  of  reconciliation  and  good 
will,  the  Home  Guard,  non-combatant  political  mercenaries,  were 
like  the  witches  in  Macbeth,  dancing  around  the  dying  embers  of 
the  rebellion,  and  \o\\  all  know  how  nearly  their  efforts  approached 
success  in  re-kindling  a  flame  that  would  again  have  deluged  this 
country  in  blood.  The  people  North  and  South,  after  years  of 
unnecessary  suftering,  found  that  lasting  peace  could  onh'  be 
secured  by  both  sides  making  concessions  that  wouitl  l)e  neither 
dishonorable  or  humiliating  to  cither  party. 

Go  to  Qiiebec  and  there  you  will  see  a  monument  erected  in  1S2S 
by  the  Governor-General  of  Canada,  Upon  it  are  inscribed  the 
names  of  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  the  French  (leneral  wlu)  defended, 
and  the  English  General  who  attacked  the  city,  both  losing  their 
lives  in  the  engagement.  The  monument  was  erected  to  com- 
memorate the  virtues  and  heroism  of  both  alike.  This  manifestation 
of  kindness  and  conciliation  proved  effective  in  not  only  removing 
the  antagonistic  feelings  existing  between  the  French  and  English 
residents,  but  was  the  first  step  that  eventuated  in  making  them  a 
united  people.  Our  quarrel  was  a  family  quarrel,  and  as  we 
expect  to  always  live  together,  is  it  not  better  that  we  should 
forg-ive  and  forsfet  and  like  irood  brethren  try  to  dwell  togetlier  in 
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unity?      I  beg  pardon  if  I  wound  anyliody's  feelings,   but   I    came 
here  to  speak  by  request,  and  I  propose  to  speak  niv  feelings. 

Last  year  the  country  was  shaken  to  its  ver_v   foundation  by  the 
unwise  and  unpatriotic  attempt  of  politicians  to  stir  up  and  revive 
issues    which    should    have    been    biuied    years    ago.      The    home 
guard    politicians    fought    the    war    over    again,    and    e\'erything 
calculated  to  array  man  against  man    and   section    against   section 
was  brought  forward,  and  for  a  time  the  life  of  the  republic   was 
in  imminent  danger,  but  the  people  arose  in  their  power  and   said 
to  the  politicians,  that    thev  must  stand  aside  and   that    arbitration 
must  be  invoked  to  settle  the  dilficulty.     I  did  not  vote  for  Hayes, 
but  I  supported  the  arbitration   with  a   strong  hope   of  obtaining 
m}'  choice  for  President,  but  determined  to  abide  by  their  decision 
whether  in  accord  with  my  views  or  not.     I  was  satisfied  that  the 
people  were  determined  to   end    this   continual   strife    over   dead 
issues,  and  that  no  President    could    be    sustained    in   continuing  a 
policy  that  was  speedily   leading   us    to    war   and    financial    ruin. 
Before  General  Grant's  retirement   from    the  Presidency,   he  had 
become  convinced  that  the    time    had    arrived    when    the    military 
must  become  subservient  to  civil  law.     When  President  Hayes,  a 
soldier  who  had  felt  the  sting  of  a  rebel  bullet,  assumed  the  reins 
of   government,   he   immediately   discovered  that   the   politicians, 
instead  of  striving  to  make  peace,  were  interested  in  keeping  up 
the    strife   in   order    that    they    and    their  friends    might   keep    in 
power,   and    never   for   a   moment    considering   oi"    caring  tor  the 
interests  of  their  constituents.      In    looking   for   the   cause    of  the 
continued  separation   of  the    North    and    South,   President  Hayes 
disco^•ered    that   the    gaping   wounds   caused    by   the   war  twelve 
long    years    ago   were  in   a    healthy    condition,    but  still  unhealed. 
He   found    tliose  wounds   temporarily    basted  or   pinned   together 
with  bayonets.     He   concluded  the   treatment  was   unnecessarily 
harsh  and  was  the  cause  of  the  continued  feverish  excitement  that 
pervaded  the  entire    country.      He   gently    removed   the    bayonets 
and  ai)plied  a  salve  composed  of  equal  parts  of  conciliation,  kind- 
ness, brotherly  love  and  christian  charity,  and  the  remedy  worked 
like   magic;   and   I   thank    God    that    in    this    the  first  year  of  the 
second  century  of  our  national  existence,   the   flag  of  our  country 
once  more  waves  over  a   united    people,  and    I  know   you  will   all 
agree  with  me  in  saying  I  hope  and  pray   that  nothing    may   ever 
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ao"ain  occur  to  mar  the  good  fccliiijj^  and   harnionv  now  prevailing" 
throu^liout  the  land. 

Mayor  Maxwell  interested  the  audience  very  inarkedh  ,  heint)^ 
frecjuentlv  applauded  in  the  course  of  Ills  remarks. 

Music  by  the  l>anxl. 

Colonel  Dayton  stated  that  he  had  a  tele^'ram  which  it  had  been 
considered  should  he  read  at  this  time,  and  it  had  been  handed 
him  for  that  purpose. 

DrNi^OBBix  Castle,  \ 

Galw.W,  S. ori.AND,  September  5,  .'i:l'>  p.  i//.\ 

To  the  President  of  the  ^^ocietv  Arnrv  7'c////cssee,  St.  Paul: 
Greeting  to  all  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

V .  S.  Grant. 

This  greeting  from  their  old  commander  was  received  by  the 
nieml)ers  as  could  (julv  be  expected,  with  earnest,  heart\-  cheers 
of  the  old  kind,  and  were  joined  by  the  audience,  all  rising  to 
their  feet,  and  the  tribute  was  prolonged  and  generous. 

The  chairman  then  introduced  General  M.  M.  Bane,  the  orator 
for  the  occasion. 

ANNUAL  ADDRESS  BY  GENERAL  M.  M.   BANE. 

Mk.  President,  Comrades  and  Fellow  Citizens: — We  are 
glad  to  again  greet  each  other  and  mutually  mingle  congratulations 
as  co-\vorkers  in  a  cause  that  saved  our  common  coimtiy. 

I  think  we  are  fortunate  in  meeting  in  this  gallant  3'oung  State, 
which  gave  to  the  v\rmy  of  the  Tennessee  a  good  measure  of  its 
heroism  and  success.  It  was  on  this  mighty  river  that  floats  so 
much  of  national  wealth,  that  manv  of  the  bright  honors  of  our 
great  arm\'  were  won.  It  is  eminently  proper,  therefore,  that  we 
meet  with  these,  our  stalwart  Northwestern  comrades,  who  arose 
in  their  majesty  and  helped  to  break  the  bolts  of  treason  which 
for  a  time  locked  up  this  national  highwav.  In  this  great  thor- 
oughfare oui"  whole  people  had  rights  in  fee  simple,  as  sacred  to 
them  as  the  right  to  life,  liberty  and  property. 

The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  organized  for 
the  double  purpose  of  friendly  enjoyment  and  national  usefulness. 
For  the  purpose  not  only  of  happ}-  reunions  of  veteran  soldiers, 
but  also  for   making  a  permanent   record    of  manv    unchronicled 
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heroic  deeds.  The  Society  was  born  among  the  dying  thunders 
of  a  bloody  war  in  defence  of  Hlierty,  to  determine  whether  or 
not  government  ])y  the  people,  for  the  people,  and  of  the  people 
should  forever  cease.  It  came  into  being  at  the  cannon's  mouth, 
when  mighty  armies  were  victorious  and  mightv  armies  were  sur- 
rendering. Born  of  a  struggle  for  the  rights  of  man,  the  Hberty 
of  the  citizen  and  the  sovereigntv  of  the  nation.  I  therefore  say, 
Mr.  President,  that  such  a  society,  brought  into  existence  at  such 
a  period,  amid  such  solemn  and  grand  scenes,  composed  of  such 
heroic  men,  struggling  for  such  noble  doctrines,  must  have  aimed 
not  only  at  social  enjoyment  and  reunion,  but  also  practical  useful- 
ness; not  only  at  recounting  heroic  deeds  of  the  past,  but  also  at 
solid,  substantial  wisdom,  which  shall  aid  somewhat  in  building 
for  us  such  a  nationality  as  shall  be  the  pride  and  boast  of  all  true 
Americans. 

It  was  quite  natural  that  the  great  victors  of  our  civil  war, 
coming  from  the  smoke  and  dust  of  battle,  crowned  with  victory 
and  flushed  with  assured  hopes  for  liberty  and  union,  should  have 
foi'med  such  a  socictv  as  ours;  such  an  annual  club  gathering, 
whereat  as  true  and  tried  men  have  met  for  twelve  years  past  as 
ever  figured  on  the  stage  of  human  e\ents  in  any  age.  Welling- 
ton's victors,  after  the  mightv  French  Empire  lav  broken  and 
shattered  at  their  feet,  formed  such  a  society;  so  did  the  old  Roman 
warriors  after  their  victories;  so  also  did  the  Greeks  after  the 
battle  of  Marathon,  and  they  had  driven  the  Persian  from  their 
fair  land;  so  did  our  own  fathers  after  our  first  war  for  national 
independence,  and  so,  Mr.  Presitlent,  have  we. 

The  purpose  in  every  case  w:.s  the  commemoration  and  perpet- 
uation of  those  heartfelt  and  everlasting  attachments  that  gr(jw 
up  in  the  atVections  of  loyal,  true  and  brave  men  during  the  great 
marches,  campaigns  and  battles  of  terrible  wars.  In  each  and 
every  instance,  however,  these  noble  men  have  found  much 
unfinished  work  after  their  swords  were  sheathed  and  hung 
away.  It  was  so  with  Wellington  and  his  victors,  also  the  Roman 
concpierors;  it  waf  so  also  with  the  victorious  Greeks,  who  have 
given  to  the  world  some  of  its  brightest  examples.  It  was  thus 
also  with  our  ])eloved  fathers,  whose  military  and  civil  labors  laid 
the  foundations  of  our  young  nation,  and  so  it  is  with  us.  The 
war  is  over  it  is  true,  but  hai'd  work  is  not  over.  The  conflict  of 
arms  has  ceased  with  the  victory   on    the   side  of  right  and    dut}', 
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but  a  fierce  ami  terrible  conflict  of  ideas,  prejudices  and  passions 
is  still  raging,  wbicb  war  is  utterly  powerless  to  decide.  Standing 
by  tlie  graves  of  eight  hundred  thousand  Union  and  Rebel  dead, 
whose  bravery  and  heroism,  without  distinction,  has  settled  the 
question  of  American  courage  and  endurance,  our  nation  is  still 
convulsed  with  angry  passions  ami  imgovernable  turbulence.  ^V 
strife  breeding  civil  feuds,  and  murders  in  some  sections  of  the 
country,  which  disgrace  us  abroad  and  shame  us  at  home,  and  are 
inspiring  fear  among  the  wise  men  of  the  country,  lest  we  lose 
by  our  folly  in  peace  what  we  won  by  our  \visdom  in  war.  While, 
therefore,  war  is  over  and  peace  has  come,  and  we  trust  has  come 
to  stay,  we  must  not  misunderstand  the  lesson  she  brings  with 
her  concerning  the  great  lessons  of  the  hour,  for  let  me  assure  you, 
fellow-comrades,  that  whatever  questions  of  national  importance 
the  war  may  have  settled,  there  still  remain  many  vital  and  press- 
ing cjuestions  unsolved.  I  shall,  therefore,  witii  your  forbearance, 
devote  the  time  assigned  to  me  to  some  of  these  practical  and  all- 
important  considerations,  leaving  the  pleasant  duty  of  recounting 
and  repainting  those  happy  and  glorious  times  and  everlasting 
friendships  which  we  all  experienced  in  the  trials,  hardships  and 
honors  of  war,  to  the  witty,  pungent  and  poetic  speakers  who 
shall  follow  me. 

I  will  then  proceed,  at  once,  to  consider  our  nation  and  its 
RADICAL  PRORi.E.MS  OR  ITS  OPEN  qitestioxs,  Considering  the 
responsible  and  exalted  position  which  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  have  been,  and  are 
now  occup\ing,  in  the  civil  and  military  aflairs  of  our  country, 
the  Society  can  but  I)e  deeply  interested  in  all  these  questions, 
which  in  any  way  touch  the  interests  of  our  common  countrw 

The  question  as  to  whether  we  are  a  nation,  in  the  true  antl 
accepted  sense  thereof,  may  be  considered  quite  well  settled,  since 
the  successful  termination  of  our  great  civil  war.  But  it  will  not 
be  uninteresting  to  consider  for  a  moment  what  constitutes  a 
nation. 

It  ma_\'  be  said  that  the  substance  of  a  nation  lies  in  the  people 
and  the  land  they  occupy.  I^v  the  people  is  meant  the  entire  im- 
personal and  personal  mass  of  the  nation.  By  the  land  is  meant 
the  valleys,  their  products;  the  mountains,  their  mines;  the  rivers, 
the  lakes,  the  bays,  the  coasts:  in  short,  all  that  the  people  stand 
upon,    labor   upon    and   inherit  as  their  own.      But  the  people  and 


52 


Pj'-oceedings  of  the  Society 


the  land  alone  will  not  constitute  a  nation.  There  must  not  only 
be  a  people  with  a  public  domain,  with  all  it  implies,  but  this 
people  must  have  attained  to,  or  be  tending'  toward  common  char- 
acteristics. There  must  be  fundamental  ideas,  a  common  line  of 
thought  toward  which  the  people  as  an  organic  whole  are  tending. 
The  imity  must  be  not  only  an  organic  unity,  but  also  a  moral 
unity,  and  this  common  relationship  must  consciously  pervade  the 
entire  people.  Toward  this  condition  and  in  this  condition  the 
people  grow  slowly  but  surelv  into  their  destined  national  type. 
The  material  from  which  the  national  type  is  constructed  may  be 
native  and  to  the  manor  born,  or  brought  in  from  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth,  from  every  race  and  type  among  men. 

The  foregoing  conditions  we  are  slowl}-  l>ut  surely  fulfilling.  It 
will  finally  give  us  a  national  growth  of  true  citizenship,  with  a 
sovereignty  not  bounded  by  State  lines,  but  limited  only  by  the 
circumference  of  the  whole  people.  It  takes  every  man,  woman 
and  child  of  the  people  to  constitute  the  nation,  and  it  takes  the 
whole  people,  including  every  man,  woman  and  child  to  clothe 
the  nation  with  complete  sovereignty.  This  national  sovereignty 
will  be  strong  and  pure  in  proportion  as  the  people  themselves 
tend  toward  strength,  unity  and  virtue.  I  aftirm,  therefore,  that 
the  nation  has  its  foundation  laid  in  the  nature  of  man,  believing 
with  Aristotle,  that  man  is  In'  nature  a  political  being.  I  also 
aftirm  that  tlie  people  of  a  nation  will  eventually  bear  a  marked 
relationship  in  physical,  intellectual  and  moral  qualities,  which 
constitute  the  distinguishing  national  type  or  unity  to  which  the 
people  tend.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  say  that  strong  religious 
and  social  antagonisms  involving  large  sections  or  commimities, 
l)reeding  conflicts  between  religious  and  civil  authorities,  tend  to 
weaken  and  retard  this  process  of  national  growth,  and  deprave 
the  moral  sense  of  the  people.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Englishman 
and  the  Frenchman  are  not  alike;  nor  is  the  true  American  like 
either,  and  the  Chinaman,  African  and  Indian  are  still  more  dis- 
similar, yet  all  in  their  ancestral  origin  may  have  had  a  common 
parentage.  In  this  way,  Mr.  President,  all  nations  have  grown 
and  are  growing;  and  in  this  way  we  are  growing  and  moulding 
the  great  American  nation,  which  must  eventually  become  a  lead- 
ing earthly  power. 

Since  the  wax  of  the  Revolution  to  establish  our  national 
character;  mx^.  the  late  war  against  slavery   and   rebellion    for  the 
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maintenance  of  our  nati(mal  intcgi'ity;  there  is  no  civilized  people 
on  earth  whose  opinions  are  respected,  that  does  not  accord  to  us 
distinct  nationality.  That  we,  as  a  nation,  are  yet  young,  immature, 
awkward  and  vain-glorious,  we  sorrowfully  and  hopefully  confess, 
Avhile.  at  the  same  time,  we  justlv  feel  proud  of  what  we  have 
fairly  achieved  before  the  world  in  the  great  battles  of  life,  both 
civil  and  military.  We  feel  that  we  may  justly  take  to  ourselves 
credit  for  the  many  open  questions  we  have  settled  and  closed  up 
forever.  Of  these  victories  of  the  past  we  feel  quite  secure. 
After  such  mightv  national  crisis  involving  such  civil  and  military 
conflicts,  crowned  with  such  glorious  achievements  and  radical 
changes,  is  it  not  wise  statesmanship,  like  the  mariner  in  the  storm, 
b\'  charts  and  compasses  to  ascertain  the  moorings  and  bearings? 
From  the  lessons  of  the  past  let  us  learn  those  of  the  future;  taking 
warning  from  our  mistakes  and  encouragement  from  our  victories. 
We  are  standing  at  the  open  door  of  a  new  and  better  epoch;  an 
epoch  of  peace  and  good  wall  to  the  \yhole  citizenship  of  the 
nation.  Let  us  then  take  a  calm  review,  take  account  of  national 
stock,  and  make  up  a  civil  balance  sheet.  Let  us  add  up  what 
we  have  gained,  recount  the  questions  which  have  been  closed  up 
and  funded  in  our  national  magna  charta;  and  then  take  a  look 
into  the  futiu'e,  and  manfully  face  the  questions  \ct  open  and  press- 
ing upon  us  for  solution.  Many  of  the  great  problems  which  we 
have  settled  have  proved  themselves  radical,  extreme  and  danger- 
ous, their  final  adjustment  having  mortgaged  the  property  of  the 
nation  for  a  century,  to  say  nothing  of  the  loss  of  life. 

The  first  and  most  important  question  closed  up,  as  we  think, 
forever,  is  that  of  our  national  unit\\  No  ambitious  men  will  ever 
dare  again  in  the  name  of  vState  Sovereignty',  or  confederacy  of 
slave-holders,  to  strike  at  the  nation's  life.  The  right  to  hold 
human  beings  as  slaves  is  forever  forbidden  in  this  country.  We 
have  established  the  proposition  that  the  people  of  these  United 
States  shall  be  and  remain  one  indivisible  nation,  uritil  they  shall 
have  accomplished  and  fulfilled  their  grand  mission  for  humanity. 
The  W'ar  has  settled  the  long  disputed  question  of  sovereignty. 
Its  verdict  is  that  sovereignty  resides  with  the  whole  people  in 
their  national  capacity,  and  that  the  whole  people  in  their  moral 
treedom  constitute  the  nation  in  its  organic  unity.  This  sovereignty 
is  paramount  to  all  other  alleged  sovereignty  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  national  domain.     The    war   has   made    the   Declaration    of 
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Independence,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  vStates  and  the 
Amendments  thereto,  the  moral  rule  of  the  Government  in  con- 
structing and  adjusting-  the  personal,  civil  and  political  rights  of 
the  citizen.  The  war  has  compelled  the  Judiciary  of  the  nation 
to  clothe  its  decisions  with  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  equality,  instead 
of  injustice  and  slaver^•.  The  war  has  convinced  the  people  of 
the  nation  that  questions  of  right  and  duty,  when  applied  to  the 
citizen,  are  paramount  to  c|uestions  of  finance,  commerce  and 
taxation;  that  the  processes  of  the  nation,  through  its  government, 
shall  tend  toward  freedom  and  progress,  and  against  repression 
and  slavery.  In  the  language  of  Dr.  Franklin,  that  the  "poor 
man's  all  is  as  dear  to  him  as  the  rich  man's  all;  and  that  the  man 
who  pavs  the  taxes  and  fights  the  battles  of  his  country  shall  have 
an  equal  chance  in  its  privileges  and  honors."  The  war  has  shown 
that  our  people  have  not  only  animal  or  physical  courage,  but  also 
a  pure  and  loft}^  moral  courage,  which  is  certainly  the  most  worthy 
and  promising  element  of  national  character. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  more  than  one  of 
our  great  battle-fields  and  campaigns  marked  the  beginning  of 
new  historic  epochs. 

The  little  tea  party  that  assembled  at  Boston  Harbor  opened  up 
a  radical  question  which  the  immortal  Washington  and  Continental 
troops  settled  with  Lord  Cornwallis  at  Voiktown,  which  marked 
a  new  epoch  in  representative  go\  ernment.  The  Dutch  slave  ship 
of  1620  at  Jamestown,  the  cotton  plant  and  the  Massachusetts 
cotton  gin  raised  some  ugly  questions  of  a  national  character, 
Avhich  the  immortal  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
with  the  aid  of  the  brave  boys  in  blue,  forever  settled  at  Appo- 
mattox Court  House  with  Robert  E.  Lee,  the  Cornwallis  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy.  The  ([uestions  thus  settled  were  not  only 
that  the  American  people  had  the  inalienable  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, but  that  the  government  was  based  upon  the  will  of  the 
independent  whole  nation,  and  not  upon  the  will  of  the  separate 
States. 

A  union  ot"  people,  a  union  of  lands, 

A  union  of  hearts  and  a  union  of  hands; 

A  union  of  sea  and  rivers  and  lakes, 

A  imion  of  hamlets  and  cities  and  States. 

Such  a  union  is  not  based  upon  a  confederacy  which  breeds  dis- 
union  and   national   decay.     Standing  here   in  the  midst  of  this 
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epoch  of  our  young-  Repul>lic,  only  just  well  upon  its  promising 
career,  ni:n^  we  not  justly  indulge  in  a  little  pride  without  the 
charge  of  vanity,  concerning  what  has  been,  as  we  trust,  securely 
won  and  inialterably  fixed  in  the  culture  and  growth  of  our 
people? 

The  nation  has  already  gathered  to  itself  many  rich  legacies  for 
the  hope  and  inspiration  of  the  coming  ages.  The  martyr  age  of 
the  United  States  is  full  of  splendid  exemplifications  of  unsur- 
passed heroism.  It  constitutes  a  bright  and  instructiye  page  of 
American  history,  which  will  grow  brighter  and  grander  in  evei"y 
succeeding  age.  If  England  has  unselhshly  expended  rift}'  millions 
of  her  treasury  to  aliolish  the  international  slaye  trade,  our  people 
have  expended  four  billions  and  buried  fcnir  hundred  thousand  of 
our  loyal  sons  to  stamp  out  that  barbarism  from  our  midst.  During 
this  great  battle  of  the  giants,  justly  called  the  martyr  age,  this 
forty  vears  of  heated  discussion  in  the  National  Councils,  on  the 
platform,  the  public  press,  the  pulpit  and  the  social  circle,  when 
the  great  and  rising  questions  were  examined,  the  nature  of  the 
discussion  gradually  veered  away  from  material  considerations, 
banks,  tariffs,  commerce  and  boundary  lines,  on  to  questions  of 
education,  anti-slavery,  rights  of  humanity,  conscience,  libert}'  and 
good  national  morals. 

At  this  ver}'  time  England  was  engaged  in  subjugating  liberty- 
loving  Ireland,  discussing  the  corn  law,  subduing  India,  and 
planting  over  her  people  a  foreign  despotism  by  the  gospel  of 
gunpowder,  opium  and  heavy  artillery.  At  the  same  time,  to  still 
further  distinguish  her  vaulting  am])ition  and  national  selfishness, 
she  was  cheek  by  joxvl  with  polygamous,  barbarous  Turke}'  in  a 
bloody  war  against  civilized  Russia,  who  w:.s  at  that  time  planning 
to  liberate  and  elevate  her  millions  of  serfs.  When  the  terrible 
crisis  came  to  our  own  country,  and  the  barbarism  of  slavery,  with 
shotted  guns  and  unsheathed  swords,  sprang  up  and  assaulted 
our  national  life,  determined  to  murder  liberty  and  strangle  our 
Republic  in  its  own  blood,  and  forever  l)ur\  out  of  sight  the 
memory  of  our  fathers,  and  build  up,  instead,  a  confederacy  with 
slavery  as  its  chief  corner-stone;  when  this  great  contest  was 
going  on  between  the  patient  union  people  of  the  nation  and  the 
slave-holders  of  the  South;  when  the  cpiestion  was  passctl  from 
heart  to  heart  with  bated  breath,  "  Is  liberty  or  slavery  to  die  in  this 
death-struggle;  is  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for 


56  Pj^oceedings  of  tJie   Society 

the  people  to  perish  forever  from  the  earth?''  When  these  solemn 
scenes  were  passing  before  the  eyes  of  the  world,  England,  with 
mahgnant  feeling,  hurled  her  jeers  and  jibes  at  the  young  Republic, 
in  the  midst  of  its  sorrows  and  trials.  One  of  her  l:)est  and  noblest 
of  men,  her  prime  minister,  inspired  by  prejudice  if  not  malevo- 
lence, made  haste  to  announce  to  the  world  that  the  arch  traitor 
and  slave-monger  had  "created  a  new  nation."  Her  most  elegant 
and  accomplished  scholar,  Mr.  Carlyle,  called  us,  in  the  bitterness 
of  his  sour  old  age,  "A  national  mob;  a  country  of  boors;  the 
smokiest  and  dirtiest  chimney  of  the  nineteenth  century,"  The 
correspondent  of  the  London  Tij?ies,  Mr.  Russell,  published  to 
the  world,  substantially,  that  we  were  a  "nation  of  cowards;"  that 
we  were  "shaking  our  daggers  at  each  other  and  our  fists  at  Eng- 
land, but  that  no  one  need  fear  us,  as  an  American  battle  was  not 
half  so  dangerous  as  an  American  steamboat.'" 

Our  faithful  people,  however,  believing  in  our  sovereign  strength, 
strug"'led  on  against  this  barbarism  with  a  moral  courage  and  high 
purpose  as  firm  and  unyielding  as  their  cause  was  just  and  pure. 
"England,  to  her  dishonor,  kept  vigilant  watch  upon  what  she 
thouo-ht  was  our  dving  Republic,  and,  as  she  could  find  safe  opportu- 
nity, put  into  the  hands  of  the  slave-power  millions  of  war  material 
to  aid  in  striking  down  self-government  and  constitutional  liberty. 
She  constructed  in  her  ports  for  this  rebel  slave-power,  under  the 
subterfuge  of  legal  fiction  and  lies,  ships  of  war,  rebel  rams  and 
iron  clads,  and  sent  them  out  bristling  with  English  rifle-cannon 
and  manned  with  slave-mongers  and  pirates.  England  thus  joined 
hands  with  the  Ecclesiastical  Hierarchy  of  Italy  in  giving  to  this 
confederacv  of  slave-leaders  and  rebels  a  national  recognition  at  a 
time  when  not  a  single  port  anywhere  on  its  coast  was  open,  and 
no  messenger  or  plenipotentiary  from  any  nation  on  earth  ilare 
attempt  to  go  to  its  capital.  Mr.  President,  at  this  time  of  national 
sorrow  we  had  little  time  t  >  do  inore  than  to  note  England's 
arroo-ant  l)earings.  As  our  beloved  President  Lincoln  suggested, 
we  would  not  swap  horses  while  crossing  the  river,  but  would 
balance  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  war.  So,  when  we  had  safely 
crossed  the  river  of  our  troubles,  and  the  winter  of  our  discontent 
had  passed  away;  after  we  had  shown  to  Mr.  Gladstone  that 
what  he  had  mistaken  for  the  "explosion  of  the  Republican 
bubble  "  was  but  the  threatening  thunders  of  an  outraged  and  indig- 
nant  people,   preparing  to  arise  and  crush  out  treason,  rebellion 
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and  slaverv,  when  we  had  convinced  him  that  what  he  supposed 
was  dissohition,  disintegration  and  decay,  was  but  a  subhme  etiort 
of  the  country  at  civil  and  pohtical  purification;  that  we  had 
grandly  succeeded  in  expunging  human  chattclism,  with  its 
attendant  crimes  of  treason  and  rebellion,  from  our  national 
escutcheons,  we  then  notified  England  that  the  time  of  settlement 
was  at  hand. 

Napoleon  III,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  both  backed  by  His 
Ecclesiastical  Highness,  Pio  Nono,  were  also  informed  that  the 
American  Monroe  Doctrine  of  our  fathers  was  as  much  a  part 
and  parcel  of  our  policy  of  to-day,  as  our  doctrine  of  national 
sovereigntv  and  representative  government,  and  when  we  got 
through  with  our  domestic  troubles  we  should  make  it  as  real  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  Mr.  Carlyle  has  finally  realized  that 
the  nation  of  bores,  as  he  called  us,  has  furnished  material  for 
American  Wellingtons,  Marlboroughs,  and  Cromwells. 

That  if  America  is  a  dirty  national  "chimney,"  it  is  the  indus- 
trial chimney  of  a  nation  smelting  a  patriotic  and  cultured 
citizenship  from  the  golden  ore  of  humanitv. 

When  our  war  was  over,  our  national  union  secured  and  our 
authority  acknowledged  at  home  and  abroad,  our  arm}'s  first 
commander  was,  by  a  grateful  people  made  President  of  the 
United  States.  Soon  after  getting  the  reins  of  civil  government 
well  in  hand,  he  suggested  to  England  that  the  people  of  the 
United  vStates  had  authorized  him  to  arrange  with  her  for  a  con- 
ference "with  Uncle  Sam"  somewhat  similar  to  that  our  fathers  held 
in  Boston  Harbor  one  hundred  years  ago;  for  the  purpose  of 
balancing  international  book  accounts  as  we  had  had  no  settlement 
since  iSi3. 

This  conference  was  accordinglv  held  among  the  libertv-lovin^ 
mountaineers  of  Switzerland.  Upon  adjustment,  very  much  to  the 
astonishment  of  "John  Bull,"  it  was  found  that  he  owed  Uncle 
Samuel  the  neat  little  sum  of  fifteen  millions.  Uncle  Samuel 
mildly  suggested  that  he  wanted  the  "cash  down,"  whereupon 
John  Bull  tried  a  little  game  of  "blufi'"  and  //offered  to  set 
"//out"  the  "//ale."  Uncle  Samuel  replied,  "yes,  I  will  take  a 
gla//ss,  but  let  us  have  no  fooling  here,  John  Bull.'  You  know 
just  after  Bull's  Run  battle,  before  we  had  got  well  stripped  for 
our  great  fight,  you  said  an  'almighty  sight'  of  mean  things 
about  us;  but  our  little  domestic  trouble  is   over  now.     You  also 
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recollect  the  Alabama  and  the  rebel  ship  Florida  that  came  nigli 
onto  ruiitin'  of  ojir  trade,  and  vou  know  vou  called  us  'bores'  and 
said  our  Republic  had  'burst'  and  'gone  up,'  and  many  other 
equally  complimentary  things  No^v  I  want  you  to  come  down 
at  once  with  the  solid  hard  cash.  If  vou  can't  'shel  out'  and  pay 
ofi' this  little  balance,  I  shall  put  the  bill  into  the  hands  of  the 
high  sheriff'  of  my  bailiwick,  U.  S.  Grant,  and  he  will  collect  of 
you  as  our  fathers  did  in  1776  and  1S12;"  whereupon  "John  Bull" 
counted  down  the  cash,  and  the  books  were  balanced,  and  the 
two  greatest  nations  of  earth  were  made  fast  friends. 

The  experiences  of  our  fathers  in  their  struggle  for  represent- 
ative government,  the  war  of  the  Revolution  for  independence, 
their  statesmanship  displayed  in  their  efforts  to  found  a  national 
union  based  upon  constitutional  liberty,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  past  two  generations  in  eliminating  from  our 
national  organism  the  poison  of  slavery,  certainly  constitute  rich 
material  for  a  prosperous  national  growth. 

Superadded  to  these  rich  legacies,  these  moral  and  intellectual 
triumphs  in  statesmanship  and  reform,  arc  the  names  of  many 
great  men,  both  dead  and  living,  whom  the  nation  has  crowned 
as  her  most  precious  jewels.  The  names  of  Washington,  Frr.nklin, 
Jefferson  and  Adams,  are  imperishably  canonized  in  the  hearts  of 
our  people,  and  our  late  national  struggle  has  added  many  other 
names  equally  honored  and  beloved.  Our  commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  is  esteemed,  loved  and  honored  through- 
out our  country;  and  as  he  travels  away  into  foreign  lands,  seeking 
a  little  rest  after  sixteen  3'ears  of  public  toil  and  responsibility,  as 
arduous  as  any  man  in  the  nation  ever  sustained,  the  proud  and 
arrogant  English  nation  has  shown  that  it  has  finally  come  to 
fairly  estimate  the  real  worth  of  General  Grant.  They  do  not 
forget  that  Robert  E.  Lee  surrendered  his  sword  to  the  little  man 
of  destiny;  neither  do  they  forget  that  the  slave-holders'  confed- 
eracy, to  which  thev  had  given  the  moral  support  of  recognition, 
fell  shattered  and  dismembered  at  his  feet.  Little  did  Mr.  Glad- 
stone think,  when  he  uttered  the  astounding  nonsense  that 
"Jeff'erson  Davis  has  made  the  South  a  new  nation,"  thac  within  a 
few  years  England's  Prime  Minister  would  not  only  humbly 
acknowledge  his  mistake,  but  hasten  to  honor  the  veiy  man  who, 
with  his  lieutenants,  swept  "Jefferson  Davis"  nation,"  from  the  face 
of  the  continent.     The  English  Wellington  was  grand,  brave  and 
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victorious  at  Waterloo;  so  was  Grant  at  the  Wilderness.  Wel- 
lington grew  nervous  and  wished  for  night  or  Blucher  to  come; 
Grant  was  cool  and  determined  several  days  and  nights,  and 
proposed  to  "fight  it  out  on  that  line  if  it  took  hiin  all  summer." 
lOngland  knows  that  for  her  liistoric  Marlborough,  tenderly  loved 
by  her  people,  America  has  her  Wm.  T.  vSherman,  whose  brilliant 
achievements  stand  unsurpassed  in  England's  military  history. 
Napoleon's  march  to  Moscow  was  glorious  and  great,  but  his 
retreat  is  set  to  minor  music.  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea  was 
also  glorious  and  great;  but  what  is  still  better,  it  is  set  to  the 
triumphal  music  of  "  Marching  Through  Georgia,''  and  was  one 
continuous  blaze  of  victory  from  Lookout  Mountain  down  to  the 
sea.  For  her  brave  and  gallant  Sidney,  dying  on  the  field  of 
glorv,  chronicled  in  everlasting  granite,  we  have  our  brave, 
knightly  and  refined  McPherson,  dying  on  the  field  of  victory, 
perpetuated  in  as  brave  and  loving  hearts  as  ever  fought  for  the 
rights  of  man.  For  England's  mighty  Cromwell,  who  did  much 
for  English  libertv  and  to  establish  Her  ]Majesty's  faithful  Com- 
mons, we  have  in  our  galaxv  the  immortal  Thomas,  the  second 
American  Washington,  in  wdiom  the  army's  trust  increased  as 
disaster,  peril  and  defeat  thickened.  For  Napoleon's  dashing, 
heroic  Maishals,  Ney,  Bernadotte  and  Duroc,  we  have  our  iron- 
nerved  Sheridan,  Logan  and  their  stalwart  comrades.  While 
EngLind  mav  justlv  boast  of  her  Nelsons,  Drakes,  and  their 
mightv  naval  achievements,  docs  naval  history  anywhere  record 
such  a  success  as  a  3.000  miles  line  of  invulnerable  blockade, 
drawn  around  the  rebel  coast,  accomplished  by  the  dauntless 
Farragut,  Porter  and  Foote?  Their  immortal  statesmen,  reformers, 
poets  and  orators.  Peel,  Bright,  Cobden,  Glads'tone,  Wilberforce 
and  Howard  are  certainlv  among  the  world's  richest  gifts  and 
best  aids  to  civilization:  but  on  looking  into  our  own  nation's  galax}' 
of  proud  names,  ^ve  mav,  1  think,  justlv  cherish  pride  at  the  com- 
parison. Such  names  as  Otis,  Adams,  Franklin,  Washington, 
Jeft'erson.  Lincoln,  Webster,  Whittier,  Sumner,  Brvant  and  Hal- 
leck  will  compare  favorably  with  any  living  or  dead. 

Considering  the  past  of  the  young  nation,  we  certainh'  have 
grounds  for  self-gratulation.  Such  a  rich  legacy  of  statesmanship, 
humanity  and  literature,  such  rapid  strides  in  substantial  civiliza- 
tion, for  a  nation  only  a  century  old,  stands  unparalleled  in  the 
world's  historv.     We  have  secured  a  solid  foundation  for   national 
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growth,  as   well  as   a    bright   promise    for    exalted    genius,    wise 
statesmanship  and  high  pi-actical  art. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  standing  upon  our  foundations,  well 
grounded  in  the  imperishable  granite  of  equal  rights  to  all,  with  a 
high  sense  of  duty,  let  us  consider  the  lessons  of  the  future.  Let 
us  cast  our  eyes  to  the  front  and  earnestly  inquire  what  are  the 
nation's  radical  problems  unsolved:  what  open  questions  are 
forcing  themselves  upon  us,  demanding  immediate  solution. 

ist.  What  shall  be  the  nation's  rule  or  law,  by  which  the  native 
born  and  naturalized  citizen  shall  be  admitted  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  ballot  and  places  of  trust? 

3nd.  What  shall  be  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which  the  voter 
shall  express  his  will  in  organizing,  changing  and  perpetuating 
government.'' 

3rd.  What  shall  our  nation  do  with  the  question  of  education? 
How  shall  we  proceed  to  give  the  impersonal  mass  of  the  nation 
such  intelligence  as  will  fit  it  to  pass  upward  into  the /er^owa/ 
7nass  and  be  finally  vested  with  the  ballot  and   other   civil   rights? 

4th.  How  shall  the  nation  dispose  of  crime,  fraud,  poverty 
and  their  resulting  burdens? 

5th.  What  shall  the  nation  do  concerning  religion  and  religious 
toleration,  and  maintain  liberty  of  conscience  and  the  right  of 
personal  judgment? 

6th.  What  shall  we  do  with  the  question  of  capital  and  labor, 
so  as  to  dignify  labor  and  establish  the  doctrine  that  the  laborer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire  and  capital  its  equitable  profits? 

7th.  How  shall  our  nation  dispose  of  the  woman  and  temper- 
ance question? 

Sth.     How  shall  we  dispose  of  the  Chinese  and  Indian  question? 

9th.  Ho^v  shall  metropolitan  government  be  so  organized  and 
administered  as  to  give  security  to  life,  liberty  and  property, 
and  yet  conform  to  and  harmonize  with  republican  ideas  of 
government? 

loth.  What  shall  be  the  nation's  manifest  spirit  in  its  future 
conduct  toward  those  States  which  have  lately  been  conquered  in 
their  efforts  to  destroy  this  Union? 

First,  concerninsf  the  rules  and  regulations  of  admission  to  the 
ballot  box  and  the  right  to  hold  oliice. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  great  diversity  of  opinion  among  the 
wise   men   of  the  nation  on  this  subject.     I  presvmie  scarcely  any 
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two  of  us  on  this  platform,  or  in  this  assembly,  could  exactly  agree 
as  to  what  should  be  the  proper  qualifications  for  voting.  This 
difference  of  opinion  shows  how  unsettled  the  subject  is  among 
our  own  people.  That  there  should  be  some  limitations  thrown 
round  this  right,  no  one  will  for  a  moment  question;  but  what 
those  limitations  should  be,  in  a  government  such  as  ours,  presents 
one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  which  the  nation  will  ever  have 
to  solve.  Many  assert,  with  show  of  wisdom,  that  the  right  to 
vote  should  be  clothed  with  more  qualifications  than  at  present; 
that  at  least  learning  and  property  should  be  added.  Others  believe 
that  sex,  mature  age,  freedom  from  crime,  property,  learning, 
nativity  or  naturalization  should  all  be  considered,  while  others 
hold,  with  equalh'  strong  logic,  that  sex  and  property  be  dropped 
from  the  list  of  limitations.  But  the  diversity  of  opinion  is  with- 
out limit,  and  further  allusion  to  it  would  be  useless.  We  may 
sav.  however,  that  this  diversity  of  opinion  exists  among  all  civil- 
ized people  where  the  right  of  suffrage  exists.  In  seeking  for 
foundation  or  philosophic  truths  upon  this  subject,  we  must  not 
forget  that  the  inost  powerful  mcjtives  to  human  action  are  those 
whicli  have  tlieir  seat  in  the  highest  elements  of  human  nature. 
Ideas  of  justice,  manhood,  liberty,  equality  of  rights  and  duties 
will  stir  the  soul,  wield  a  power  and  fight  battles  that  will  conquer 
all  opposition  founded  upon  materialism,  caste,  rank  or  condition. 
Napoleon  recognized  this  when  he  said,  "I  fear  three  newspapers 
more  than  three  hundred  thousand  bayonets;"  also  when,  lament- 
ing his  fate  at  St.  Helena,  he  said:  "That  great  and  good 
American,  George  Washington,  will  be  tenderly  loved  by  a  grate- 
ful people  when  I  shall  be  forgotton  by  France."  Dr.  Franklin 
asserted  these  two  theses  upon  civil  rights,  '"  that  every  person  of 
the  commonwealth,  except  infants,  insane  persons  and  criminals, 
is  of  common  right  and  by  the  law  of  God,  a  free  man  and  entitled 
to  the  full  enjoyment  of  Hberty;  that  liberty  and  freedom  consists 
in  having  an  equal  share  in  the  appointment  of  those  who  frame 
the  laws,  and  who  are  the  guardians  of  every  man,  of  his  life, 
property  and  peace.  For  the  all  of  one  man  is  as  dear  to  him  as 
the  all  of  another,  and  the  poor  man  has  an  equal  right,  but  more 
need  to  have  a  representative  in  the  legislature  than  the  rich  man." 
Let  us  not  forget  the  lesson  of  Sir  Samuel  Romley's  life,  who 
spent  life  trying  to  make  English  law  synonymous  with  justice. 
Let  us  ever  remember  Seldon's  example,  on  every  book  of  whose 
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library  was  written,  "  before  everything",  liberty/'  DeTocque- 
ville  also  says  in  his  book  on  America:  "The  man  who  seeks 
freedom  for  anything  but  freedom's  sake,  is  made,  himself,  to  be  a 
slave  "  A  representative  government,  therefore,  should  faithfully 
and  impartially  represent  the  whole  people  in  their  interests.  The 
government  is,  or  should  be  the  determinate  purpose  of  the  people 
in  the  realization  of  a  political  moral  order.  While  it  is  thus  true 
that  the  government  is  over  the  people,  vet  it  is  also  true  that  it 
is  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people.  The  right  of 
admission  to  the  ballot  should  be  based  upon  the  highest  elements 
of  personal  character,  and  not  upon  material  or  acquired  posses- 
sions, or  changeable  elements,  that  tend  to  low  and  material 
considerations.  The  ballot  is  and  should  be  so  considered  by 
every  qualified  citizen,  the  birthright  of  freedom  to  every  person 
invested  with  its  trust.  Its  exercise  is  a  lofty  privilege  as  well  as 
an  imperative  duty.  It  is  the  citizen's  remedy  against  bad  rulers, 
as  well  as  protection  to  his  rights.  It  should  be  the  right  only  of 
those  who  are  in  the  highest  sense  persons;  of  those  who  have  an 
abiding  sense  and  a  full  realization  of  their  personality;  of  those 
only  whose  actions  are  self-determined,  who  are  conscious  of  the 
freedom  or  their  own  spirits  in  the  discharge  of  this  sacred 
function.  Such  a  high  quality  in  an  elector  as  the  above  will 
clearly  show  the  value  of  sovereignty  in  the  political  people.  A 
person,  in  a  political  sense,  is  one  vested  with  personal  free  will 
and  the  power  of  acting  from  self-determination,  with  a  realization 
of  a  moral  responsibility.  Such  qualifications,  when  acquired, 
will  elevate  those  belonging  to  the  impersonal  mass  of  the  people, 
and  place  them  among  the  personal,  and  crown  them  with  the 
sacred  trust  of  electors.  This  rule  or  qualification  has  for  its 
intent  the  exclusion  of  such  persons  only  as  have  no  personality, 
freedom  of  will,  or  power  of  self-determination;  such  as  have  not 
the  foundation  qualities  of  real  manhood.  Thus  children,  minors, 
imbeciles,  the  insane,  criminal,  and  all  such  as  live  among  us  but 
are  not  of  us,  including  those  who  do  not  desire  to  be  naturalized. 
From  the  foregoing,  it*  will  be  seen  that  the  government  of  a 
nation  as  a  republic,  is  founded  in  the  self-determination  and 
manhood  of  the  people,  and  is  not  based  upon  the  mere  accidents 
of  life,  such  as  property,  occupation,  rank,  race  or  color.  The 
government  of  the  people  is  therefore  no  speculative  pretense, 
nor  legal  abstraction.     Our  national  doctrine,  that  all  just  govern- 
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ments  derive  their  right  to  govern  from  the  sovereign  will  of  the 
people,  or,  to  quote  more  correctlv,  '"  consent  of  the  governed," 
and  that  '"all  men  are  created  equal,"  are  not,  as  some  have 
asserted  and  yet  teach,  "  mere  glittering  generalities,"  political 
and  metaphysical  abstractions,  from  the  crazy  brains  of  fanatics,  but 
are  grand,  civil  and  political  truths,  which,  when  well  understood 
and  practiced  by  enlightened  people,  will  put  them  in  the  high- 
way of  substantial  prosperity  and  true  liberty. 

This  view,  Mr.  President,  bases  the  right  to  vote  on  loftier 
groimds  than  any  graduated  scale  of  lands  and  houses,  or  dollars 
and  cents.  It  rises  above  the  worship  of  the  golden  calf,  beyond 
even  the  gold  of  the  calf,  far  above  the  scale  of  weights  and 
measures  or  any  of  those  qualifications  which  may  be  bought,  sold 
and  exchanged  as  stock  in  the  market.  It  writes  its  higfh  and 
everlasting  requirements  in  letters  imperishable,  high  up  in  the 
sacred  and  divine  realms  of  manhood.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that 
these  exalted  qualifications  of  an  elector,  tend  far  more  than  any 
or  all  others,  to  give  the  people  exalted  convictions  concerning 
the  sacred  privilege  which  the  ballot  confers  upon  the  citizen. 
Those  who  regard  mere  literary  attainments,  reading,  writing  and 
a  little  grammar,  as  not  only  grounds  for  admission  to,  but  also 
the  remedy  for  the  evils  of  universal  suflVage.  must  not  forget 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  children  of  twelve  years  would  be 
let  in  as  voters  under  this  rule,  while  many  most  valuable  citizens, 
broadly  learned  but  without  letters,  would  l)e  shut  out  from  all 
participation  in  civil  government.  The  reply  of  John  Milton,  the 
apostle  of  English  liberty  in  the  days  of  Cromwell,  to  a  gram- 
marian and  critic  upon  this  subject,  who  had  been  severely 
condemning  the  right  of  the  unlearned  and  common  people  to 
take  part  in  the  aftairs  of  State,  will  be  instructive.  Milton's 
reply  was  as  follows:  "  Whosoever  therefore  he  be,  though  from 
among  the  dregs  of  the  common  people,  that  you  are  so  keen 
upon;  whosoever,  I  say,  has  but  sucked  in  this  principle,  that  he 
was  not  born  for  his  prince,  but  for  God  and  his  country,  he 
deserves  the  reputation  of  a  learned  and  an  honest  man  more,  and 
is  of  greater  use  in  the  world  than  yourself.  For  such  a  one  is 
learned  without  letters;  you  have  letters  but  no  learning,  that 
understand  so  many  languages,  turn  over  so  many  volumes,  and 
yet  are  but  asleep  when  all  is  done." 

Mr.  Bronson,  when  speaking  on  this    vital  cjuestion,  says,   ''  the 
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men  of  mere  wealth,  the  bankers  and  brokers,  are  those  who 
exert  the  worst  influence  upon  the  State;  their  maxim  is,  let  the 
State  take  care  of  the  rich,  and  the  rich  of  the  poor,  and  not  let 
the  State  take  care  of  the  weak;  for  the  strong  need  it  not/' 

Judging-  from  the  near  past  in  our  own  country,  it  would  seem 
that  Mr.  Bronson  is  right.  The  Credit  Mobilier,  with  all  its 
immense  moral  and  political  frauds,  had  its  origin  in  the  power  of 
money.  These  soulless  and  heartless  corporations  of  our  country, 
which  have  suborned  State  legislatures  and  courts,  subsidized  the 
public  press,  walked  boldly  into  the  halls  of  the  Congress  and 
corrupted  the  people's  guardians,  had  their  power  in  the  strength 
of  gold. 

In  harmony  with  these  high-born  sentiments  of  John  Milton 
was  the  exalted  reply  of  Patrick  Henry  to  the  lordly  Philadelphia 
Tory,  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  who  had  been  reading  this  young 
giant  of  American  liberty  a  lesson  on  his  duty  to  his  king  from 
some  old  dusty  volumes  of  antiquity.  "  Sir,"  said  Patrick  Henry, 
"  the  lessons  of  liberty,  justice  and  the  rights  of  man,  are  not  to 
be  learned  from  such  musty  old  volumes  of  dead  and  decaying 
literature,  written  and  taught  in  the  time  of  man's  infancy  and 
slavery;  but  they  are  inscribed  in  the  hearts  and  souls  of  living 
men,  and  written  throughout  the  great  volume  of  nature  by  the 
paternal  linger  of  Heaven,  and  are  as  dear  as  life  and  lasting  as 
humanity." 

Rome,  in  her  transition  from  a  Republic  to  an  Empire,  and 
finally  to  the  loss  of  personal  liberty,  was  noted  for  her  high 
degree  of  culture  and  refinement  in  manners  and  letters.  The 
literary  attainments  of  the  world,  hitherto,  have  been  too  barren 
of  natural  knowledge,  and  therefore  of  man  and  his  natural  rights. 
The  study  of  nature  unfolds  to  the  student  in  all  its  departments 
never  varying  laws  of  evolution,  rising  from  the  simple  to  the 
complex.  When  the  mind  of  such  a  student  is  turned  to  civil  and 
political  prol)lcms,  he  would  naturally  apply  his  scientific  knowl- 
edge, and  seek  to  introduce  the  doctrine  of  national  progress  ^nd 
evolution.  Such  philosophy  would  tend  to  stimulate  the  citizen 
by  the  hope  of  attaining  position  and  character  in  the  affairs  ot 
his  country,  and  serve  to  prevent  the  prostitution  of  the  civil  and 
political  processes  of  the  people.  Let  those  who  have  not  been 
invested  with  tliis  high  function,  behold  and  understand  that  the 
open   door  of  admission   to   its   privileges  lies  through  their  own 
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manhood  and  power  of  self-assertion,  and  not  in  liouses.  lands,  or 
other  perishable  property,  which  might  vanish  before  the  elector 
could  go  to  and  return  from  the  ballot  box.  They  will  then  feel 
that  thev  have  an  inalienable  claim  as  strong  as  humanity  itself 
upon  the  nation  for  assistance,  that  they  mav  at  the  earliest  period 
be  admitted  to  its  exalted  duty  and  sacred  trust.  Any  system  of 
repression  and  exclusion  would  act  as  a  discouragement  upon  this 
impersonal  mass  ;  and  would  furnish  abundant  material,  not  only 
for  the  bad  work  of  demagogues,  but  also  for  dangerous  civil 
mobs.  The  exclusion  of  the  impersonal  and  unqiudilied  mass 
from  the  ballot  box  is  solely  in  the  interests  of  liberty,  justice  and 
good  order.  This  regulation,  however,  should  be  supplemented 
by  ample  provision  for  the  education  and  elevation  <jf  all  citizens 
to  equal,  civil  and  political  rights.  Such  citizens  as  have  no  will. 
no  power  of  self-assertion,  no  rights  of  private  judgment  in 
church  or  state.  \vho  bow,  crawl,  cringe,  annt)int  and  entlow,  ^vho 
like  slaves  pa\'  tithing  at  the  command  of  a  king  or  prophet,  are 
to  be  counted  with  the  infantile  and  defective  minds  of  the 
impersonal  mass,  and  should  not  l)e  endowed  with  the  sacred 
rights  of  free  electors  until  the  chains  of  their  mental  and  moral 
slavery  are  broken.  The  Mormon  serf  or  subject  in  Utah  Ter- 
ritory, is  taught  and  most  sacredlv  l)elieves  that  his  Prophet, 
Brigham  Voung,  is  a  Revelator,  and  that  his  everv  command  is 
clothed  with  divine  authority  ;  he  as  sacredh-  believes  that  his 
church  of  Latter  Day  Saints  is  the  one  true  church  of  God,  which 
is  soon  to  absorb  all  other  churches  and  religions  on  earth,  and  is 
to  conquer  and  subdue  all  governments  among  men  ;  that  the 
means  by  which  this  work  is  to  be  accomplished  will  be  revealed 
to  the  people  by  God  through  Brigham  Young  and  the  priest- 
hood. This  religious  serf  or  slave  in  Utah  so  faithfullv  believes 
and  confides  in  those  Latter  Day  revelations  and  the  wicked 
priests  through  whom  they  come,  that,  in  numberless  instances, 
a  high  sense  of  religious  duty  has  induced  them  to  commit  the 
blackest  and  the  foulest  of  crimes.  Consider  further  for  a  moment 
that  this  moral  and  religious  slave  has  from  six  to  twenty  women 
as  his  sub-slaves,  who  are  denominited,  under  his  religion,  his 
polygamous  wives.  The  priesthood  teach  the  women,  and  the 
women  faithfully  believe,  that  for  them  there  is  no  salvation  in 
the  world  to  come,  nor  respectabilitv  or  hajopiness  in  this,  save 
only   by   means  of  this   marriage.      Thus,   through   the   priesthood 
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and  a  false  religion,  the  sacred  relations  of  the  family  circle  are 
forever  blotted  out  ;  and  woman,  heaven's  best  and  purest  gift  to 
earth,  is  discrowned  of  her  glorv,  and  despoiled  of  her  mother- 
hood by  submitting  herself  to  become  the  sub-slave,  concubine 
and  mistress  of  a  man  who  has  submitted  himself  to  be  the 
religious  serf  of  a  wicked  and  hvpocritical  priesthood.  All  this 
in  the  midst  of  our  American  civilization. 

Mr.  President,  think  for  a  momerit  of  those  polvgamous  women, 
serfs,  slaves  of  this  ungodly  priesthood,  being  invested  with  the 
sacred  privilege  of  the  ballot;  think  of  their  voting  with  a  freedom 
ol  will  which  should  characterize  an  American  citizen  ;  think 
ot  their  exercising  anv  degree  of  self-assertion  in  casting  a  vote  ; 
think  of  such  serfs  enjoying  personal  judgment  at  the  ballot-box 
with  the  searching,  critical  eye  of  a  wicked  priest  fixed  upon 
their  every  action,  marking,  stamping,  and  numliering  everv  ballot 
as  the  poor  slaves  mechanically  hand  them  in.. 

John  Milton's  comments  upor.  libcrtv  and  the  origin  of  true 
freedom  is  an  appropriate  lesson  to  such  a  people.  He  says  : 
"The  way  to  freedom  is  without  intricacies,  it  is  not  an  exotic. 
Real  and  substantial  freedom  proceeds  from  within  and  not  from 
without,  and  depends  not  upon  the  terror  of  the  sw^ord,  but  on 
sobriety  of  conduct  and  integrity  of  life.  Such  libertv  is  the  fruit 
of  justice,  of  temperance  and  unadulterated  virtue,  and  can  not 
be  taken  awav  by  treacherv  or  intimidation.  Unless  the  horizon 
of  the  mind  is  cleared  of  the  mists  of  superstition  which  arise 
from  ignorance,  you  will  always  have  those  who  will  bend  your 
necks  to  the  yoke  as  if  you  were  brutes;  who  will  put  you  up  to 
the  highest  l)idder  as  if  you  were  mere  boot\'  made  in  war, 
and  will  find  an  exhuberant  source  of  wealth  in  vour  ignorance 
and  superstition.  You,  therefore,  who  wish  to  be  free,  cease  to  be 
fools  and  learn  to  be  wise.  If  you  think  slaverv  an  intolerable  evil, 
learn  obedience  to  reason  and  the  government  of  vourselves;  and 
finally  bid  adieu  to  your  superstitions,  3'our  outrages  and  your 
lusts.  Unless  you  will  spare  no  pains  to  efiect  this,  you  must  be 
judged  unfit  both  by  God  and  mankind  to  be  intrusted  with  the 
possession  of  libertv  and  the  administration  of  government;  but 
will  rather,  like  a  people  in  a  state  of  pupilage  and  childhood,  want 
some  active  and  courageous  guardian  or  priest  to  undertake  the 
management  of  vour  aftairs,  '  both  civil  and  rclioious.'  " 

This,  sir,  is  a   true  picture  of  Utah  as  it    is    now,    and  has    been 


Of  the  Army  of  the    Tennessee.  6  J 

many  years,  one  of  the  most  promising  Territories  in  the  Union; 
and  vet  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States,  fully  aware  of  this 
fungus  growth  upon  our  civilization,  has  stood  bv  with  folded 
arms  and  done  nothing.  This  system  of  universal  sutlVage  for  a 
hundred  thousand  men  and  ^vomen,  religious  serfs  under  this 
ecclesiastical  despotism,  is  a  mere  farce  upon  representative 
government.  Such  people  are  the  mere  subjects  of  those  who 
can  rule  masses,  but  can  not  rule  freemen.  They  are  good  fuel 
for  iierce  partisan  strifes,  ambitious  sects  and  avaricious  priests, 
but  are  poor  material,  indeed,  out  of  which  to  build  a  re})ublic. 
This  excrescence  upon  our  political  svstem  should  at  once  be 
corrected  by  national  legislation.  In  all  elections  that  take  place 
under  it,  the  manhood,  free  will  and  self-assertion  of  the  individual 
are  wholly  surrendered  to  the  dominant  priesthood.  If  not 
checked  it  will  become  more  dangerous  than  those  overg-rown 
corporations  and  combinations  of  railroads  and  other  moneyed 
interests  which  have  in  the  past  few  years  trampled  in  tlie  dust 
the  power  of  cities,  states  and  commonwealths.  Such  .systems 
and  corporations  furnisli  the  best  illustration  of  a  material  or 
property  qualification  for  the  elective  fianchise.  Among  the  men 
constituting  such  svstems  and  such  corporations  you  will  find  a 
much  higher  faith  in  a  piopertv  c[ualification  than  in  a  qualifica- 
tion based  upon  manhood  and  free  will.  The  manner  in  which 
they  have  alwavs  used  their  power  wherever  opportunity  ofiered, 
shows  clearly  how  they  would  barter  in  such  rights  of  their 
fellow-citizens  if  civil  and  political  privileges  were  based  upon 
such  material  interests.  The  purposes  of  our  national  government 
should  not  thus  be  made  a  mockery,  and  the  liberality  of  the 
citizen  strangleil  by  a  hypocritical  priesthood.  I  believe  thev  are, 
or  should  be,  the  last  and  best  thought  of  the  past  centuries,  well 
and  secureh'  crystalized  into  a  government  ignoring  se.\,  race,  color 
and  condition;  and  based  upon  freedom  of  thought,  a  high  sense 
of  duty,  the  fraternity  of  man  and  impartial  justice.  The  right 
to  vote,  therefore,  and  to  take  part  in  the  nation's  affairs,  must 
rest  upon  a  more  exalted  element  than  property  or  letters. 

It  would  naturally  follow,  if  property  were  the  basis  of  admis- 
sion to  civil  and  political  piivileges  and  duties,  nothing  but 
property  could  be  logically  demanded  of  the  citizen  in  defense  of 
the  nation's  life,  that  being  the  only  stake  which  the  citizen  holds 
in  the  nation. 
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But  we  all  know,  Mr.  President,  bv  our  own  experience,  that 
the  most  sacred  elements  of  manhood,  with  all  our  dearest  rights 
and  privileges,  are  the  stake  which  every  citizen  holds  in  the  nation 
in  which  he  belongs.  These  elements  to  the  citizen  are  as  valuable 
as  lite  itself,  and  are  so  involved  in  the  life  and  organism  of  the 
nation  that  the  life  of  the  citizen  will  be  voluntarily  surrendered 
in  defense  of  national  integrity,  national  law  and  good  order. 

Second.  What  shall  he  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which  the 
voter  shall  express  his  will  in  organizing,  changing  and  perpetu- 
ating government? 

Mr.  President,  we  do  know  to  our  great  shame  that  the  rules, 
manner  and  spirit  of  voting,  for  manv  vears  past,  has  been 
disgraceful  to  the  name  of  our  Republic,  and  has  injured  the 
cause  of  representative  government.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
principle  of  representative  government,  however,  but  lies  in  its 
abuse  by  bad  men.  Such  men  would  be  successful  evil  doers  in 
any  form  of  government  on  earth.  If  our  government  were  a 
limited  monarchy  or  aristocracy,  and  its  municipal  councils  and 
legislative  bodies  were  limited  to  a  few  noblemen  of  the  ro3'al 
line,  it  would  be  all  the  more  easy  for  the  Tweeds,  Ameses  and 
Credit  jMobilier  rings  to  purchase  the  few  royal  idiots  and 
imbeciles,  than  it  would  to  purchase  and  corrupt  a  majority  of 
four  or  live  hundred  Congressmen,  or  to  subsidize  the  public 
press  and  state  legislatures. 

I  fully  believe,  sir,  that  the  source  of  the  shameful  use  and 
abuse  of  the  ballot  in  this  countrv,  lies  very  largelv  in  our  coarse, 
low,  and  depraved  political  teaching,  and  conduct  in  our  election 
campaigns.  It  is  quite  common,  in  fact  it  is  the  rule,  for  the 
public  journals  and  speakers,  and  even  religious  teachers  to 
represent  the  business  of  politics  as  base,  low  and  dishonorable; 
and  the  othceholders  of  the  nation  as  public  loafers,  speculators 
and  thieves.  The  young  people  as  thev  grow  into  manhood,  and 
begin  to  take  part  in  public  aflairs,  are  instructed  by  the  press, 
platform  and  the  pulpit,  that  thev  are  entering  an  arena  where 
victory  and  honors  are  won  by  dishonesty  and  scoundrelism. 
With  such  base  lessons  concerning  our  civil  government  con- 
stantly pouretl  into  the  ears  and  consciences  of  the  present  and 
rising  generations,  is  it  strange  that  the  people  in  their  primary 
capacity,  in  towm  meetings,  canvasses  ;ind  conventions,  act  upon 
the    principle,  that   the  whole    business  is    necessarily  wicked  and 
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corrupting"?  It  is  doubtless  for  this  reason  that  we  see  such 
means  adopted  and  used  in  the  primary  poHtical  processes  of  the 
country,  both  before  and  after  elections,  as  would  shame  and 
disgrace  a  commimity  of  penitentiary  convicts.  We  have  seen 
candidates,  delegates  and  their  friends,  obtaining  votes  by  lies, 
and  lying  of  the  basest  sort;  by  threatening,  hiring  and  suborn- 
ing, false  registering  and  double  registering,  false  voting  and 
double  voting,  ballot  box  stuiling  and  rol)bing,  bull-dozing,  horse- 
whipping and  murdering,  at  a  general  election,  which  had  for  its 
object  the  ascertainment  of  the  will  of  the  nation  concerning 
civil  government;  which  nation  is  organized  upon  the  principle 
of  liberty,  justice  and  humanity.  These  stupendous  election  frauds 
are  often  organized  and  executed  by  men  who  would  scarcely,  to 
save  life,  do  a  disreputable  act  in  the  ordinary  business  affairs  of 
life.  Men  of  substantial  character,  highly  esteemed  among  their 
neighbors,  in  the  learned  professions,  as  well  as  commercial  life, 
immediately  upon  entering  into  the  field  of  politics,  sink  from  the 
ranks  of  the  gentleman  into  that  of  the  political  hucksterer  and 
swindler.  I  confess  such  strange  conduct  on  the  part  of  good 
men  is  difficult  of  explanation.  Partism  heat,  personal  ambition, 
love  of  honor  and  gain,  has  been  supposed  to  be  a  moving  cause 
in  such  dirty  work;  but  when  we  consider  that  hc^nor,  wealth  and 
ambition  can  be  obtained,  and  abundantly  gratified,  in  other  avo- 
cations of  life,  and  that  men  seldom  or  never  resort  to  such  means 
to  secure  them  as  they  do  in  political  life,  such  motives  do  not  seem 
to  be  a  sufficient  explanation.  I  believe  sir,  it  grows  out  oF  two 
causes,  one  is  positive  in  its  effects,  the  other  may  be  called 
negative.  First,  the  positive  cause  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  result 
of  the  teachings  of  the  public  press,  the  platform,  pulpit,  and 
social  circle.  From  these  sources  wc  constantly  hear  that  all 
students  and  co-workers  in  the  politics  of  our  country  are  engaged 
in  a  dirty  business;  that  political  gatherings,  caucuses  and  conven- 
tions, including  political  campaigns  and  elections,  necessarih-  tend 
to  deprave  those  who  are  thus  engaged;  that  the  study  and  work 
of  politics  should  have  no  attractions  for  a  gentlemen,  a  scholar, 
or  a  christian;  therefore  all  good  men,  and  women  of  course, 
should  abstain  from  taking  any  part  therein.  Such  low,  base  and 
immoral  views  of  the  instrumentalities  adopted  to  carry  forward 
government,  must  finally  result  in  convincing  the  people  that  our 
national  compact  and  political  system  is  based  upon  low  consider- 
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ations,  and  that  the  administration  of  the  people's  will  through 
the  public  law  is  necessarily  corrupt  and  vicious.  vSir,  the  people 
should  be  taught  exactly  the  reverse,  for  there  is  nothing  more 
true  than  that  our  nation  really  has  its  aim  and  its  most  lofty 
purpose  in  a  conscious  moral  unity  of  the  whole  people,  and  that 
the  government  is  but  the  true  expression  of  the  will  of  the  nation, 
wrought  out  by  the  political  machinery  of  the  people  at  the  ballot 
box.  The  great  work,  therefore,  which  the  nation  has  to  do,  and 
is  aiming  to  accomplish  through  its  so\ereign  will,  expressed  in 
its  real  and  written  constitutions,  is  no  less  than  the  elevation  of 
the  whole  people — both  the  personal  and  impersonal  mass  of  its 
citizens — to  the  fidlest  promise  of  their  manhood.  The  nation's 
authority  in  this  regard  is  co-equal  with  its  sovereignt}'  and  is 
supreme.  It  is  above  and  over  the  citizen,  althoujh  it  is  of  the 
citizen  and  for  the  citizen.  It  is  above  and  over  the  family, 
though  the  family  is  the  most  sacred  integral  national  unit.  It  is 
above  and  over  the  commonwealth,  and  knows  no  geographical 
divisions;  no  north,  no  south,  no  east  and  no  west.  There  are  no 
dividing  lines  or  limitations  crossing  its  sovereign  power  any- 
where. It  is  above  the  church,  because  it  has  its  origin  and 
completion  in  one  moral  organic  whole,  resting  in  the  eternal 
cause  of  things.  It  is  over  the  church,  because  it  alone  can  pro- 
tect the  church  and  the  individual  citizen  of  the  church,  It  is 
over  the  church,  because  it  can  protect  the  citizen  from  the 
despotism  of  the  church.  It  is  the  nation  alone  that  can  protect 
the  citizen  in  his  right  of  private  judgment  and  liberty  of  con- 
science. The  nation  alone  has  the  power  to  lay  its  hand  of  law  and 
order  upon  a  wicked  and  oppressive  priesthood,  and  say  how  far 
it  shall  go  in  promulgating  revelations,  and  establishing  doctrines 
inimical  to  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  citizen. 

The  nation  alone  is  bound  to  defend  the  people  from  all  wrong 
and  oppression.  I  hold,  therefore,  that  if  the  foregoing  doctrines 
of  the  growth  of  our  nation,  its  high  function  and  purpose,  had 
been  taught,  published  and  talked  from  the  platform,  as  it  should 
have  been,  the  people  would  not  have  held  such  low,  base  views 
of  politics.  If  the  vote,  the  franchise,  and  political  work  in 
general  had  been  presented  in  their  true  light  to  the  people,  as 
sacred  rights  and  sacred  duties  devolving  upon  the  citizen,  based 
upon  his  personal  freedom,  self-assertion  and  manhood,  they 
would  have  been  vie\ved  from  a  far  higher  plane   than    they    now 
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are.  Their  value  can  not  he  measured  hy  anv  material  things  in 
the  possession  of  man.  Personal  lihertv  and  manhood  are  not 
measurable  commodities,  they  involve  duties  as  sacred  as  any 
growing  out  of  the  relations  of  the  family  or  the  commonwealth. 
They  are  not  vicious  and  corrupting  in  their  nature,  when  applied 
to  the  affairs  of  civil  government  or  politics;  things  to  he  bartered 
like  articles  of  commerce;  but  are  manly,  elevating  and  ennobling 
in  their  tendencies,  as  much  so  as  the  duties  that  belong  to  anv  of 
the  fixed  relations  of  life. 

The  negative  reason,  wb.ich  largtlv  contriliutes  to  deprave  the 
work  of  elections  in  our  coiuitix'.  is  the  imperative  need  of  suitable 
guards  thrown  around  the  ballot  box.  As  the  chaiacter  and 
success  of  the  nation  is  at  stake  in  this  matter,  the  law"  should  be 
a  general  one  enacted  by  the  sovereign  will  of  the  people.  An 
election  is  the  process  by  which  the  nation,  or  some  sub-division 
thereof,  expresses  its  sovereign  authority  in  the  execution  of  civil 
affairs.  The  guards  thrown  about  this  sacred  right  should  be  so 
complete  and  secure  as  to  make  it  as  difficult  for  anv  man  to 
register  falsely,  or  vote  falseh".  and  as  disreputable  to  do  so,  as  for 
him  to  enter  your  house  burglariouslv.  and  rob  and  despoil  vou  of 
your  goods. 

The  base  and  wicked  frauds  perpetrated  at  our  general  elections, 
and  especially  in  our  large  cities,  bv  which  the  people  are  deprived 
of  their  honest  will,  imperatively  demand  at  the  hands  of  the 
nation  immediate  relief  in  this  regard.  In  the  name  of  Heaven, 
therefore,  let  us  teach  the  people  that  the  elective  franchise  is  a 
high,  moral  and  sacred  dutv,  dexolving  upon  everv  citizen  vested 
with  its  sacred  trust,  and  that  it  is  the  only  protection,  in  a  repre- 
sentative government,  to  life.  libert\-  and  property. 

Having  accomplished  this,  let  us  then  by  national  authoritv 
place  legal,  safe  and  certain  guards  around  the  ballot  box,  so  that 
the  good  and  wise  of  the  land,  everywhere,  mav  not  onlv  love 
the  nation  of  their  nativity  or  adoption,  but  rest  secure  in  a  faith- 
ful belief  that  the  elections  will  alwa\s  fairlv  express  the  sovereign 
will  of  the  people. 

The  greatest  crime  a  citizen  can  commit  against  his  country  or 
people  is  treason,  for  which  death  is  regarded  a  just  penalty  by 
all  nations  in  any  degree  civilized,  as  the  Qiieen  is  regarded 
amongst  people  governed  by  Kings  as  the  true  source  and 
fountain  of  the  roval  line  adulterv  with  her  was  alwavs  held  to  be 
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high  treason  inasmuch  as  it  might  corrupt  the  source  of  power 
and  vitiate  the  royal  blood.  As  we  in  this  republic  have  pushed 
aside  the  doctrines  of  kings  and  royal  blood,  and  lodged  the 
sovereign  authority  in  the  will  of  the  people,  to  be  measured  out 
and  ascertained  at  the  ballot  box,  any  attempt  at  adulterating  the 
ballot  box  by  fraud  should  be  treated  as  treason  against  the 
sovereign  will  of  the  nation,  and  be  punished  as  such. 

Third.  What  shall  our  nation  do  with  the  question  of  educa- 
tion? How  shall  we  proceed  to  give  the  impersonal  mass  of  the 
nation  such  intelligence  as  will  fit  it  to  pass  upward  into  the 
personal  mass,  and  be  finally  invested  with  the  ballot  and  like 
privileges? 

It  is  scarcelv  possible,  at  the  present  time,  that  any  portion  of 
the  people,  either  in  the  states  or  territories,  save  perhaps  the 
Mormon  priesthood  of  Utah,  would  oppose  a  general  system  of 
education  by  the  government;  inasmuch  as  such  a  system  harmo- 
niously consists  with  the  spirit  of  our  national  compact.  Our 
growth  as  a  nation  proceeds  upon  the  principle  that  it  rests  upon 
the  personal  libertv,  free  will,  and  reciprocal  duty  of  the  whole 
people;  that  the  freedom,  liberty  and  duty  here  meant  is  based 
upon  intelligence  in  the  citizen.  ^Vnd  the  intelligence  of  the 
citizen  can  in  no  wax  be  aided  so  efi'ectively  as  bv  universal 
education  in  the  most  Catholic  sense.  Having  decided,  tlien,  that 
such  a  svstem  should  be  established  by  the  j)eople,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  two  questions  present  themselves  at  the  very 
threshold  of  the  subject. 

I  St.  Who  shall  be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  this  national 
establishment? 

3nd.  What  shall  l)e  the  character  of  the  instruction  provided 
therein? 

As    the    nation's  life,  peace  and  prosperity  are  j^aramount  to  all  • 
other    of   its    considerations,    these    objects    will    claim    the     first 
importance  in  determining  what  class  of  citizens  shall  be  admitted 
to  its  schools. 

If,  then,  this  public  system  of  instruction  has  its  highest  purpose 
in  protecting  the  life  and  safety  of  the  nation,  in  removing 
national  burdens  growing  out  <;f  the  ignorance  and  defectiveness 
of  its  citizens,  then  it  is  an  im]:)crative  necessity  that  the  youth  of 
the  ignorant,  depraved  and  criminal  classes  be  immediately 
brought  under  its  influence. 
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The  law  as  a  school  master  must  be  brought  to  the  aid  of  the 
instructor,  and  must  go  into  the  "  streets  and  lanes,"  the  "high- 
ways and  the  hedges,""  and  by  the  legal  might  and  moral  power 
of  its  high  purpose,  compel  all  such  to  come  in  and  be  elevated 
to  a  safe  citizenship.  Keeping  in  view  the  great  benefit  which 
the  nation  purposes  to  derive  from  this  establishment,  and  the 
material  to  be  moulded  and  wrought  upon,  it  will  at  once  be 
observed  that  the  instruction  should  first  be  directed  to  the  imme- 
diate material  wants  of  this  class.  The  industrial  branches  would 
seem  to  be  by  far  the  most  important.  The  unfortunate  classes, 
so  large  and  so  burdensome  in  our  cities,  upon  which  so  much 
private  and  public  charity  is  expended,  which  does  little  more  than 
increase  the  evil  it  is  intended  to  remedy,  should  demand  our  first 
attention.  The  number  of  these  chronic  charity  sharps,  poor- 
house  families,  penitentiary  and  jail  birds,  who  from  one  genera- 
tion to  another  drift  back  and  forth  between  our  poor-houses, 
charity  homes,  penitentiaries  and  jails,  are  becoming  alarmingly 
burdensome  to  both  cities  and  states.  Every  statesman  and 
socialist  will  at  once  concede  that  an  industrial  school  for  this 
worthless  class  is  a  vital  necessity.  It  is  good  to  follow  Christ's 
injunction  to  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked  and  console  the 
disconsolate,  but  we  think  his  statesmanship  may  be  improved 
upon,  by  teaching  the  hungry  to  feed  themselves,  the  naked  to 
clothe  themselves,  and  the  disconsolate  and  sorrowful  to  seek 
within  themselves  a  remedy. 

If  intellectual  education  extends  the  boundarj'  of  perception, 
knowledge  and  thought,  multiplying  the  resources  of  the  learner 
for  intellectual  food,  stimulating  and  strengthening  his  capacity 
therefor,  it  must  logically  follow  that  a  true  industrial  education 
will  increase  the  capacity,  desire  and  facilities  for  acquiring  the 
means  of  material  well-being;  in  other  words,  his  desire  and 
capacity  for  procuring  his  own  bread  and  butter,  clothing  and 
shelter.  This,  it  will  be  observed,  would  at  once  put  an  end  to 
those  stirring  fall  and  winter  charity  campaigns  that  annually  take 
place  in  our  cities  and  villages;  for  the  country  districts  are  not 
cursed  with  paupers  It  would  also,  in  a  great  measure,  within  a 
generation  or  two  perhaps,  relieve  our  cities  and  villages  from 
their  annual  burden  of  tax  for  distributing  to  paupers  and  crim- 
inals—  who  annually  expect  the  same — large  amounts  of  bread, 
fuel  and  clothing;  and  also  rapidly  diminish  the  number  of  petty 
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thieves,   loafers   and  jail-birds  which  have  become    an   incurable 
burden  in  our  cities  and  towns. 

It  is  well  settled  that  intellectual  cultivation  broadens  the  views 
of  man.  It  increases  the  power  of  his  will,  self-assertion  and 
freedom  of  thought,  and  tends  to  liberty  of  conscience,  personal 
judgment,  and  the  promotion  of  truth,  law  and  order.  If  this  be 
true,  which  I  believe  no  one  now  doubts,  then  it  as  logically  fol- 
lows that  industrial  labor  increases  the  physical  capacity  and  useful 
skill  of  the  body,  including  every  organ  and  function  thereof.  This 
is  based  upon  a  law  of  nature  as  fixed  and  unalterable  as  the  law 
of  gravity  and  light.  That  man  or  boy  that  plows,  hoes  or  digs; 
that  shoves  the  plane,  shoes  the  horse,  or  runs  the  engine;  that 
leads  oflMn  a  match  of  jumping,  running,  or  other  manly  sport,  has 
had  either  a  good  ancestry  or  a  good  industrial  training,  or  both, 
and  possesses  the  great  advantage  of  having  the  best  body,  a  good 
muscle,  a  good  nerve  and  good  health,  and,  rest  assured,  will  never 
depend  upon  any  charitable  association  for  his  bread  and  butter, 
shelter,  learning  or  clothing.  Such  men  and  such  boys  will  never 
beg  or  borrow,  because  their  manly  industrial  education  fits  them 
for  any  honorable  employment  among  men. 

Those  who  have  been  reduced  below  the  power  of  self-support 
by  disease,  accident  or  war  are  the  only  proper  subjects  of  public 
charity.  The  property  of  the  entire  commonwealth  should  be 
made  to  sustain  such  and  no  others;  and  their  children  should  be 
among  the  first  brought  into  the  nation's  industrial  schools.  The 
people  should  be  very  careful  that  this  plan  of  industrially  educat- 
ing the  needy  and  defective  masses  of  the  nation  fall  not  into  a 
rut-like  process  or  fixed  immovable  type.  Such  a  fixed  system  of 
instruction  would  give  us,  as  a  people,  a  rigid  industrial,  intellect- 
ual and  moral  type,  whose  culture  and  civilization  would  be  as 
inflexible  as  those  ancient  race-tvpes,  which  must,  ere  long,  change 
or  have  their  mould  broken,  and  forever  die  oft'.  We  want  a 
natural  system  of  education,  as  flexible,  as  soluble  and  as  tolerant 
as  the  free  thought,  liberty  and  progress  of  the  age,  which  shall, 
in  this  respect,  be  governed  only  by  the  laws  of  reason,  nature 
and  the  wants  of  humanity. 

Fourth.  How  shall  the  nation  dispose  of  crime,  fraud,  poverty 
and  their  resulting  burdens? 

I  have  neither  space  nor  time  to  enter  into  technical  penalogy, 
criminal  jurisprudence    or   the   exact  or  legal  definition  of  terms; 
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]iut  shall  proceed  at  once  to  look  at  the  spirit  and  practical  bearing 
of  this  question.  All  reflecting  men  have  doul)tless  noticed  that 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  burdens  of  society  spring  directly 
or  indirectly  from  ignorance  or  crime.  To  satisfy  ourselves  that 
this  is  true,  it  is  only  necessary  to  examine  the  work  of  private 
charities,  poor-houses,  homes  for  the  destitute,  police  courts, 
idiotic  and  lunatic  asylums  and  penitentiaries.  These  places  are 
all  crowded  by  the  weak,  the  ignorant,  the  poor  and  the  defective. 
Our  cities  and  large  towns  have  been  laboring  for  years  to  mitigate 
this  growing  burden  by  ordinances,  rules  and  laws,  while  at  the 
same  time  the  religious  organizations  have  been  laboring,  through 
the  pulpit,  the  church,  the  sabbath  school  and  the  religious  press 
to  the  same  end;  while  the  mortified  people  have  beheld,  with 
sorrow,  an  increase  of  the  evil.  Legislative  bodies,  deliberative 
councils,  and  civil  courts  have  labored  long  and  earnestly  to  the 
same  end.  Statesmen  and  legislators  have  caused  the  statute 
book  to  bristle  with  penalties,  but  as  yet  we  see  little  or  no  fruits 
from  their  labors.  National  and  international  congresses,  social 
science  gatherings,  and  great  sabbath  school  conventions  have 
annually  gathered  and  earnestly  labored  to  devise  a  remedy  by 
which  the  people  might  be  relieved  of  this  terrible  burden;  but  it 
is  sad  to  relate  that  the  per  cent,  of  crime  has  not  been  materially 
lessened;  at  least  but  little  has  been  done  to  di'y  up  its  great 
sources.  It  is  but  just  to  state,  however,  that  much  has  been 
done  to  mitigate  the  tieatment  of  criminals  and  lav  the  foundation 
of  a  hopeful  reform  in  some  of  that  class.  The  great  sources  that 
supply  the  criminal  class  of  the  community  have  hitherto  been  so 
hidden,  mysterious  and  base,  that  they  have  remained  untouched 
and  overlooked  by  the  statesmen,  the  socialist  and  religionist. 
The  church  seems  powerless  to  touch  and  save  these  unfortunate 
chronic  paupers,  who  have  In  a  great  measure  lived  upon  the 
charity  of  cities  and  churches,  while  not  in  the  jails  and  houses  of 
correction.  Their  children  will  follow  In  the  footsteps  of  then- 
ancestors  in  generations  to  come,  unless  they  die  oft'  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  "survival  of  the  fittest."  When  these  unfortunates 
grow  into  full-fledged  jail-lMrds,  penitentiary  convicts  or  charity 
sharps,  they  seem  impregnable,  so  far  as  their  reformation  is 
concerned,  to  the  severest  penal  codes  or  the  power  of  divine 
grace.  The  remedy  must  be  applied  further  back  and  deeper 
down  In  the  sources  of  this  great  public   burden.      It   can    be   fur- 
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nished  only  by  the  sovereign  power  of  the  nation  or  State.  I 
think  it  may  be  done,  first,  by  a  law,  carefully  drawn  and  prepared, 
guarding  and  protecting  the  way  to  the  holy  altar  of  marriage, 
with  reference  solely  to  the  health,  happiness,  and  pi'osperity  of 
the  family  circle,  and  the  character  and  safety  of  the  nation.  It 
must  be  the  fruit  of  the  i"ipest  statesmanship  of  the  age,  and  the 
formulated  courage  and  heroism  of  the  scientific  men  of  the 
nation.  Such  a  law,  based  upon  natural  knowledge  or  science, 
must  be  supplemented  by  the  national  industrial  schools,  which 
we  have  already  considered.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  above  plan  is  the  philosophj^  of  true  statesmanship  as  well 
as  the  embodiment  of  common  sense.  This  is  nature's  plan  and 
wisdom's  true  mode  of  relieving  any  people  from  the  burdens  of 
paupers,  defectives  and  criminals.  It  will  not  avail  to  argue  that 
this  plan  savors  too  much  of  despotism,  for  you  all  know  and 
readily  admit  that  the  nation,  whose  life  we  fought  to  save,  has 
paramount  authority  over  both  the  individual  and  the  family,  and 
can  legally  compel  the  citizen  to  sacrifice  life  in  defense  of  the 
nation.  It  must  follow  then,  by  like  reasoning,  that  it  can  com- 
pel obedience  to  any  of  its  measures  that  have  for  their  purpose 
the  safety,  protection  and  moral  purity  of  the  people.  Mr. 
President,  I  would  much  rather  have  the  school  policeman  drag 
my  child  to  the  school-room  for  intellectual  and  moral  instruction, 
than  to  see  the  sheriff'  of  the  county  drag  him,  chained,  to  the  jail, 
as  has  been  the  history  of  many  fathers  and  many  children.  All 
law  is  rigid,  unrelenting  and  despotic;  we  grumble  not,  nor  do 
we  complain  at  its  despotism  when  visited  upon  criminals  and 
dangerous  men.  It  is  far  better  to  submit  to  its  despotism  as  a 
preventative  of  crime  and  in  aid  of  good  order,  education  and 
progress.  I  am  sure  it  would  be  a  mercy  and  blessing,  as  well  as 
a  great  gain  to  parents  as  well  as  the  State,  if  the  nation  would 
apply  this  legal  despotism  in  bringing  the  incorrigible  and  criminal 
children  into  the  people's  industrial  schools.  Here,  and  here 
alone,  the  tendency  to  vice  and  crime  may  possibly  be  overcome 
by  knowledge,  responsibility,  pride  and  discipline.  It  will  not  do 
to  defer  the  training  of  such  children  till  they  have  grown  strong 
and  unmanageable;  their  transmitted  tendencies  swelled  into 
mighty  passions  and  ungovernable  impulses,  and  then  lock  them 
up  with  a  den  of  thieves,  and  attempt  their  reformation  by  visiting 
theni  in  prison,  preaching  the  gospel  of  peace  to  them  behind  the 
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bars  of  a  jail,  and  hoping  that  divine  grace  may  transform  them 
into  angels  of  light,  while  the  surroundings  sink  them  lower  and 
lower,  and  finally  beyond  all  hope.  The  very  principle  upon 
which  our  national  growth  proceeds,  the  theory  upon  which 
sovereignty  is  based,  implies  an  impersonal  mass  of  people  within 
our  midst,  which  the  nation,  in  and  through  its  institutions,  is  in 
honor  bound  to  educate,  cultivate  and  lift  up;  and  not  to  repress, 
exclude  and  crush  down.  This  can  only  be  done  by  a  judicious 
system  of  instruction  for  these  unfortunate  classes. 

It  becomes  a  necessity,  therefore,  as  well  as  national  economy, 
to  give  to  the  rising  generation  of  paupers,  defectives  and  criminals 
an  industrial  and  moral  education,  and  that  too,  by  legal  compul- 
sion. Many  oppose  this  idea  with  the  argument  that  the  leopard 
can  not  change  its  spots  or  the  Ethiopian  his  skin,  nor  can  you 
change  the  ancestral  tendency,  blood,  natui'e  and  temperament  of 
the  young  criminal  or  pauper.  But  the  question  is  not  wliether 
we  can  make,  by  industrv  and  education,  an  original  thinker, 
statesman,  or  poet,  but  it  is  whether  vou  can  tame  the  wild  animal 
which  the  child  has  inherited  from  its  parents;  whether  you  can 
cage  the  wolf  and  tiger,  aixl  tame  them  somewhat,  and  elevate 
the  man  to  a  low  plane  of  pride,  to  a  love  of  good  things  to  eat, 
of  nice  things  to  wear,  and  to  a  conservative  orthodox  religion, 
the  fear  of  a  hell  and  a  devil.  When  you  have  done  this  much, 
you  make  it  quite  possible  to  live  with  him  as  a  citizen,  and  vou 
make  it  quite  possible  for  him  to  make  his  own  living  without 
stealing,  robbing,  begging  or  going  to  the  penitentiary.  No  one 
expects  to  make  a  Burke,  Shakespeare,  Webster  or  a  Lincoln  of 
these  paupers  and  criminals.  What  we  desire  and  expect,  at 
most,  is  now  and  then  to  add  a  new  cell  growth  to  some  unfor- 
tunate's brain  to  add  to  his  feeble  nervous  system  enough  vitality 
to  hold  in  check,  somewhat,  his  ravenous  passions,  and  infuse 
into  his  being  a  little  self-respect  and  pride.  The  number  of  these 
drones  we  convert  into  working  bees  the  better  it  is,  for  the 
national  hive,  and  those  that  can  not  be  converted  and  elevated 
should  be  prohibited  from  multiplying,  and  permitted  to  die  ofi'. 
If  the  children  of  these  unfortunates  and  criminals  can  thus  be 
put  in  the  way  of  an  upward  tendency,  they  will  become  finally 
fixed  therein,  and  their  offspring  will  begin  to  look  forward  and 
upward,  and  ghuUy  forget  their  ancestors.  When  we  realize  how 
resistless  the  life  tendency  is  in  every  individual,  how  overpower- 
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ing  parental  inheritencies  are,  we  can  appreciate  how  difficult  it 
will  be  to  change  a  family  of  defectives  or  criminals  into  a  family 
of  decent  law-abiding  citizens,  especially  after  its  blood  has  been 
filtered  through  many  generations  of  pauperism,  prostitution  and 
bad  marriages.  All  wise  statesmen  of  the  present  age,  as  well 
as  every  close  observer  among  the  people,  have  noticed  the  terrible 
effects  of  evil  marriages,  and  as  a  general  rule  agree  that  they  have 
more  to  do  with  the  sources  of  crime,  defectiveness  and  pauperism, 
than  all  other  causes  combined,  and  that  nothing  short  of  the 
sovereign  will  of  the  nation,  founded  into  a  judicious  and  wise 
law,  will  give  relief  from  this  growing  burden.  Our  nation  is  yet 
young  and  growing;  it  is  yet  flexible  and  tolerant  in  its  organi- 
zation; its  fibre  is  not  yet  hardened;  its  phvsical.  mental  and 
moral  tendency  is  just  and  humane,  and  while  we  at  times  are 
compelled  to  admit  that  as  a  people,  our  moral  integrity  is  some- 
what ungirt,  yet  we  trust  the  nation  has  vital  and  mental  force 
sufficient  to  put  in  check  all  the  great  evil  forces  that  retard  and 
threaten  its  promised  progress. 

We  firmly  believe  there  is  no  retrogression  for  our  people  in 
this  respect.  Leaf  after  leaf  we  are  writing  and  turning  the  pages 
of  our  prosperity  and  progress.  VVe  may  appear  to  stand  still 
now  and  then,  but  no  leaf  of  our  nation's  history  will  ever  be 
turned  back. 

Fifth.  What  shall  the  nation  do  concerning  religion  and  religi- 
ous toleration,  and  maintain  liliertv  of  conscience  and  the  right  of 
personal  judgment. 

Shall  the  nation  put  God  in  the  constitution,  Jesus  in  the  judic- 
iary and  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  the  acts  of  Congress?  Shall  the 
President  supplement  his  inaugurals  and  proclamations  with  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount?  Shall  the  golden  texts,  "Love  your 
enemies,"  "Bless  them  that  curse  vou,"  "If  thine  enemy  smite 
thee  on  one  cheek,  turn  to  him  the  other  also,"  "If  he  ask  thee 
for  thy  cloak,  give  him  th\'  coat  also;"  shall  these  holy  texts 
accompany  the  order  of  the  General  of  the  army  to  our  soldiers 
to  charge  the  camps  and  villages  of  the  barbarous  Indians?  Is  it 
likely  that  such  an  admixture  will  add  anything,  either  to  our 
civilization,  morals  or  religion?  I  confess  it  looks  to  me  like 
putting  new  wine  into  old  bottles.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
advocates  of  such  a  theoiy  display  imperfect  views  of  both  religion 
and    statesmanship.      If  the    people    of  this  nation   have  any  one 
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deep  and  abiding  conviction,  it  is  that  the  atiairs  of  state  and  tlie 
ceremonies  of  rehgion  shall  be  forever  divorced;  that  the  sovereign 
will  of  the  nation  is  jDaramount  to  all  religious  or  priestly  authorit}'; 
that  the  laws  of  Congress  are  above  priestly  revelations;  that  the 
decisions  of  the  courts  must  stand  as  the  laws  of  the  land,  what- 
ever becomes  of  the  priestcraft  and  its  revelations;  that  the  people 
will  not  have  a  sacredotal  priesthood  in  our  midst,  officiating  at 
religious  altars  at  the  expense  of  public  taxation;  that  the  broad 
and  progressive  svstem  of  public  schools  shall  not  be  limited, 
cabined  or  cribbed  in  the  narrow  and  fixed  limits  of  any  sect  or 
priesthood. 

The  signs  of  the  times  plainly  indicate  that  our  system  of 
government,  as  well  as  our  system  of  education,  shall  be  kept  free 
from  entangling  alliances  with  all  religious  systems  of  whatever 
manner  or  kind.  Laws,  constitutions  and  judicial  decisions  upon 
the  subject  of  God  in  the  constitution,  Jesus  and  the  Bible  in  tiie 
common  school,  would  be  much  like  the  Pope's  bull  against  the 
comet,  or  laws  of  Congress  regulating  the  price  of  corn.  A 
government  like  ours,  based  upon  the  free  will  of  the  people,  has 
for  its  central  idea  free  thought,  liberty  of  conscience  and  the 
right  of  private  judgment  for  each  and  every  citizen.  Where 
there  is  freedom  of  thought,  liberty  of  conscience  and  personal 
judgment,  no  external  authority,  no  external  doctrine  of  religious 
revelation  or  priest-craft  will  ever  be  accepted  as  absolute  author- 
ity. If  we  put  God  or  Christ  in  the  constitution  and  establish  a 
national  religion  based  upon  revealed  authority  through  a  priest- 
hood, we  must,  necessarily,  forever  abolish  freedom  of  thought, 
liberty  of  conscience  and  personal  judgment;  or  else  we  must 
couple  with  the  law  the  thumb-screw,  the  gag-law  and  the 
inquisition. 

Sixth.  What  shall  we  do  with  the  interesting  question  of 
capital  and  labor,  so  as  to  dignify  labor  and  establish  the  doctrine 
that  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire  and  capital  of  its  equitable 
profits. 

In  using  the  term  labor,  we  mean  to  include  all  useful  labor 
among  mankind.  Industrv  is  held  to  be,  in  the  considerate  judg- 
ment of  men  everywhere,  one  of  the  highest  elements  of  character. 
A  man  or  a  woman,  crowned  with  the  other  virtues,  honesty, 
fidelity,  and  purity,  with  health  as  lilooming  and  perfect  as  nature 
itself,  utterly  without  industr\,  must  inevitablv   either  end    in    the 
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poor-house,  or  live  the  Hfe  of  a  drone  and  become  a  burden  on 
other  people.  There  are  hundreds  of  such  people  in  the  world? 
who  have  grown  to  full  maturity  of  manhood  and  womanhood, 
who  have  never  had  the  first  clear  idea  or  thought  on  the  subject 
of  industry,  the  true  value  of  time,  or  the  worth  and  dignity  of 
labor.  How  many  thousands  of  young  men  or  women  of  more 
than  full  age;  how  many  waves  of  the  rich,  and  not  a  few  of  the 
poor  men,  who,  if  their  friends  and  relatives  should  be  swept 
away  with  war,  pestilence,  or  what  is  worse,  eternal  bankruptcy, 
would  become  helpless  dependents,  eating  their  bread  from  year 
to  year  in  the  sweat  of  other  men's  brows.  Some  are  to-day  living 
lives  of  the  highest  gentility  and  magnificence,  and  at  the  same  time 
are  pensioners  and  paupers  upon  bounty  and  charity;  who,  if  tlie 
hand  of  bounty  were  pushed  aside  by  death,  would  starve.  They 
would  starve  because  they  have  never  learned  to  do  any  kind  of 
useful  labor,  looking  upon  it  as  disgraceful. 

Useful  and  practical  labor  to  such  jDeople,  even  that  which  is  to 
be  expended  upon  their  own  apparel  or  food,  is  in  their  estimation 
ruinous  to  culture,  gentility  and  a  good  position  in  society. 

Useful  labor  they  regard  as  ruinous  to  their  beauty.  It  deforms 
their  hands,  injures  the  skin,  damages  their  disposition  and  unfits 
them  for  receiving  and  entertaining  company  and  attending  parties 
and  watering  places.  Even  the  healthy  physiological  process  of 
nature,  to  such  idlers,  are  wearisome,  laborious  and  disgusting,  and 
they  generally  die  of  ciniui,  gout  or  indigestion. 

The  female  portion  of  these  idlers  and  haters  of  labor,  whether 
mothers,  wives  or  single  damsels,  if  required  to  iron  a  shirt,  mend 
a  sock,  bake  biscuit  or  dress  a  child,  after  a  romantic  marriage,  at 
once  put  on  personal  airs  of  injured  innocence,  disappointment  and 
a  broken  heart,  and  cultivate  the  homeopathic  doctors,  sugar  pills 
and  patent  medicines. 

The  beautiful,  rose- colored  language  of  courtship  and  short 
honeymoons  has  grown  stale  and  disgusting,  while  more  substan- 
tial, clear-cut  Anglo  Saxon  phraseology,  adapted  to  the  practical 
purposes  of  domestic  felicity  and  good  discipline  of  husbands  is 
adopted,  such  as  "cruel  man,"  "beastly  husband"'  and  "wife 
killer,"  mingled  with  tears,  regrets  of  marriage,  interspersed  with 
hysterical  sobs,  threats  of  luofJier,  and  enlivened  by  the  rich  odors 
of  camphor,  valerian  or  ether. 
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If  l)oth  lie  to  l)lame,  as  they  often  are,  it  doubtless  grows  out  of 
tlie  fact  that  neither  understands  the  true  object  of  hfe. 

Having-  hved  on  the  liounty  of  some  wealthy  parent,  learned 
nothing  of  labor  or  true  life,  wo  business  habits  or  avocation,  tliev 
are  not  prepared  to  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  own 
brows,  or  to  bear  the  labor  imposed  by  nature  in  providing  for 
and  raising  a  family.  Having  been  educated  in  the  belief  that 
labor  was  biu'densome,  injurious  and  depraving,  and  believing  that 
their  marriage  was  the  open  door  to  a  sort  of  butterfly  life,  a  con- 
tinued summer  of  nectar,  flowers  and  honey,  instead  of  the  nation's 
smelting  furnace,  from  which  a  solid,  strong  and  pure  citizenship 
is  to  be  brought  forth,  ihev  fret,  chafe  and  tire  in  the  midst  of  the 
inevitable  labor  and  responsibilities  of  domestic  life. 

Young  people,  educated  and  brought  up  in  such  a  belief,  can 
have  but  faint  notions  of  either  the  value  or  the  sacred  rights  of 
property,  and  as  a  general  rule,  run  through  with  a  fortune  before 
learning  how  to  live.  Having  been  brought  up  in  idleness,  they 
have  little  or  no  physical  strength,  and  can  therefore  endure 
nothing.  With  no  muscle,  no  nerve,  no  heart,  no  digestion  and 
no  strength  ot  function  of  any  kind,  their  oft'spring  will  be  weak, 
defective  and  a  curse  to  the  parent  as  well  as  the  State. 

After  all,  if  labor  is  not  both  useful  and  honorable,  for  any  and 
all  people,  then  the  virtue  of  industry  and  skill  is  a  myth,  and  idle- 
ness and  uselessness  are  evidence  of  gentility,  high  life  and  exalted 
citizenship. 

If  any  part  of  the  useful  labor  of  life  be  dishonorable,  and  another 
part  honorable  and  elevating,  who  can  point  out  for  us  the  line  of 
separation. -^ 

The  great  scholars  and  teachers,  the  best  academies  and  universi- 
ties, are  rapidly  departing  from  the  mythical,  the  ideal  and  the 
dead  past,  and  diving  deeper  and  deeper  into  natural  knowledge 
and  practical  art.  The  pet  schools  of  the  greatest  nations  to-day 
are  the  industrial  and  practical. 

To  remedy  the  bitter  and  deadly  contlict  l)etween  labor  antl 
cajiital,  is  a  ciuestion  so  grave  a-nd  so  profound  that  no  statesman- 
ship has  yet  been  able  to  sound  its  depths. 

Its  importance  and  urgent  demands  are  witnessed  in  the  fact 
that  the  magnitude  of  the  conflict  has  overpowered  the  authoiity 
of  whole  states,  and  the  national  authorit\  has  been  invoketl  in 
behalf  of  life,  property  and  civil  order. 
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Three  sovereign  states,  and  several  large  cities  have  been  over- 
awed by  the  great  war  which  labor  made  on  capital  in  defense  of 
its  alleged  rights.  The  same  black  deeds  and  results  have  marked 
the  conflict  that  follow  in  the  dark  trail  of  war:  murder,  arson  and 
robberv.  Such  conflicts  determine  which  of  the  combatants  is  the 
stronger,  and  but  little  else. 

How  will  it  be  in  such  a  struggle  with  capital?  WHio  is  the 
stronger?  In  this  conflict  labor  has  none  of  the  necessary  muni- 
tions of  war,  nor  has  it  to-day  either  the  brains  or  the  law  on  its 
side.  Its  commissar}-  is  utterly  empty;  its  army  has  neither  bread 
nor  clothing.  It  can  not,  in  this  conflict,  wait  a  single  day  for 
bread.  Capital  has  a  full  commissjiry  and  can  stand  by  and  see 
labor  die  of  starvation.  It  is  therefore  but  a  question  of  time,  and 
but  a  short  time  at  that,  with  labor,  until  it  must  unconditionally 
surrender  to  its  worst  enemv,  and  that,  too,  under  more  exact- 
ing oppressions  than  ever  before.  This  warfare  of  arms  against 
capital  displays  such  want  of  common  sense,  as  well  as  such 
unparalleled  weakness,  that  it  gives  immediate  assurance  to  capital 
of  another  easy  victory,  with  further  ability  to  bind  the  chains  of 
labor  still  tighter.  This  is  clearly,  therefore,  not  the  proper  field 
of  warfare  for  labor  in  its  conflicts  with  capital.  The  great  fight 
is  on  a  higher  plane,  and  one  which  capital  dreads  a  thousand 
times  more  than  an  armed  mob;  that  is,  in  the  field  of  intellectual, 
moral  and  legal  conflict.  There  is  always  a  deep  and  well-settled 
conviction  that  capital  will  oppress,  crush  and  rol)  labor,  if  it  can 
be  done  under  the  shadow  of  some  legal  fiction.  Every  lair- 
minded  and  discerning  man  knows  that  corporations  are  not  only 
without  conscience,  but  utterly  heartless;  and  that  they  absolutely 
go  in  numbers,  actual  mobs,  (though  well  dressed  and  of  civil 
behavior)  to  bull-doze  Congress,  the  courts  and  state  legislatures, 
to  rob  the  people  of  their  lands  and  monies,  as  much  so,  (though 
not  quite  so  rudely,)  as  the  mob  went  to  rob  and  plunder  the  rail- 
road in  Pittsburg  a  few  da3's  since.  All  these  things  are  well 
settled  convictit)ns  amongst  the  best  men  of  the  nation,  and  have 
been  for  a  long  time,  and  therefore  labor  and  laboring  men  should 
lay  by  their  torches,  pistols  and  shot  guns,  adjourn  their  mobs,  go 
to  their  halls  and  club  rooms,  go  to  the  press,  the  platform  and  the 
pulpit,  to  the  legislature,  to  Congress  and  the  courts,  and  fight  the 
battle  there. 

I  firmly  believe,  through  thi^se  instrumentalities,  you  will    ripen 
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a  public  opinion  that  will,  tlii"(jugh  the  channels  of  civil  order, 
modify  the  legal  fallacy  in  the  ancient  Dartmouth  College  case.  - 
that  the  vested  rights  and  franchises  of  a  soulless  and  heartless 
corporation  are  above  the  sovereign  power  of  the  nation,  and  can 
not  be  modified,  amended  or  revoked,  short  of  the  judgment  day. 
In  this  direction  lies  the  promising  conflict  of  labor;  in  this  direc- 
tion lies  the  victory  oi  labor  over  the  vaulting  ambition  and  exac- 
tions of  capital. 

The  laborer  should  keep  steadily  in  view  that  knowledge  and 
skill  are  absolute  power,  as  well  in  the  field  of  Imttle  as  in  the 
work-shop;  that  his  labor  is  valuable  in  proportion  to  his  knowl- 
edge and  skill.  He  should  strive  to  expunge  the  slavish  system 
of  wages  and  hire,  and  work  by  the  piece,  the  job  or  on  com- 
mission, where  his  profits  depend  upon  his  knowledge  and  skill. 
The  wages  system  is  but  a  modified  form  of  slavery.  The  laborer's 
time  antl  manhood  are  sold  to  another  for  a  period;  no  matter  how 
much  he  earns,  it  is  his  emplo^yers.  It  is  better  to  sell  the  results 
of  vour  industry,  and  nothing  else;  it  rests  on  a  higher  plane  of 
manhood.  \\\  a  conflict  with  capital,  on  these  elevated  ideas,  lalior 
will  command  a  great  advantage. 

Such  a  conflict  is  an  elevated  one,  based  upon  the  laborer's  per- 
sonal rights,  his  freedom  of  thought,  self-assertion  and  manhood, 
and  will  command  the  universal  respect  of  considerate  men  every- 
where; whereas  the  warfare  of  an  angrv  mol\  with  its  torches, 
sledge-hammers  and  shot  guns,  excites  the  disgust  and  hatred  of 
all  good  men,  regardless  of  all  bottom  facts,  causes  or  excuses. 

In  order  that  this  whole  suliject  of  labor  shall  take  its  ti'ue  posi- 
tion amongst  our  people,  it  must  pass  into  and  through  properlv 
organized  national  industrial   schools. 

The  labor  of  all  nien  in  the  higher  sciences  and  practical  arts  is 
considered  honorable,  because  they  have  passed  through  the  schools 
of  technology.  When  the  educated  geologist  climbs  mountains, 
explores  caverns,  analyses  mud-banks  or  putrid  sloughs,  begrimed 
and  soiled,  we  regard  him  or  her  cpiite  difl'erentlv,  and  our  enthu- 
siasm rises  much  higher  than  it  does  over  him  or  hei-  who  presides 
over  the  burning-hot  kitchen  stove,  that  our  hot  biscuit,  beef-steak 
and  potatoes  may  come  to  our  tables  in  the  most  proper,  palatable 
and  digestible  form.  The  muddy,  begiimed  geologist  or  engineer 
has  passed  through  an  industrial  school,  bis  labor  is  honorable  and 
he  is  respected. 
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Put  the  other  hibor  through  au  industrial  school,  far  more 
needed  in  this  country  than  a  school  for  geologists  and  astron- 
omers, and  it  will  be  just  as  honorable  and  respectable.  Children 
are  ruled  and  schooled  by  force  of  their  parents;  why  should  not 
the  nation  do  the  same  thing  with  the  impersonal  masses,  especi- 
ally when  done  in  the  interest  of  public  law,  order  and  virtue? 
There  are  many  grown  and  manh'  l)odics  inhabited  by  childish 
minds;  neither  can  you  tell  where  the  manly,  full-grown  minds 
are,  by  the  sex  of  the  body. 

Our  Indians  are  children,  save  in  their  bodily  and  savage 
natures.  They  should,  like  children,  be  compelled  to  receive 
instruction,  especially  to  labor.  After  a  fair  start  they  should  be 
compelled  to  work  or  staixe,  as  other  well  and  able-bodied  people 
or  overgrown  children.  We  have  experimented  with  these  sav- 
ages in  almost  every  conceivable  way.  We  have  first  preached 
a  gospel  of  hell-fire  to  them,  backed  up  by  the  power  of  the  holy 
ghost,  with  no  effect  whatever;  and  then  we  turned  it  the  other 
end  foremost  and  preached  a  gospel  of  mercy,  peace  and  the  holy 
ghost,  backed  by  the  threatenings  of  hell-fire  and  brimstone,  and 
that  was  a  failure.  Then  we  tried  preachers  and  Sunday  school 
teachers  for  agents,  and  I^ishops  and  Presiding  Elders  for  Com- 
missioners, but  the  Indians  said  our  gospel  sharps  were  worse 
than  our  political  sharps.  So  they  shot  and  scalped  their  sunday 
school  teachers,  slaughtered  their  wives  and  children,  and  roasted 
their  remains  in  their  burning  cabins  and  wild  prairie  fires. 

And  now,  Mr.  Pi-esidcnt,  after  these  years  of  murder  and 
barbarism,  with  this  degraded,  dying  t^pe  of  man,  who  never 
loses  an  opportunity  to  murder  whole  families  of  our  enterprising 
Western  people,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  it  is  high  time  that  the 
(General  of  the  Army  should  have  a  carte  blanche  to  call  to  his 
aid  again  enough  of  the  boys  in  blue,  who  marched  and  fought 
through  Georgia,  and  wind  up  this  eternal  Indian  war  forever. 
May  Pleaven  help  him,  if  he  can't  kill  them  oft^,  to  corral  every 
red  savage,  big  Indian,  squaw,  pappoose,  pony,  gun,  dog  and  all! 
Take  their  guns  and  ponies  away,  and  give  them  instead  thereof 
a  plow,  hoe  and  seed-corn.  Put  them  within  our  lines,  on  our 
rich  soil  that  lies  waste, — give  them  a  year's  food  and  provision, 
and  then  tell  them  that  after  the  next  "twelve  new  moons"  they 
must  raise  their  own  bread,  as  white  men  and  negroes  do,  or 
starve  to  death,  as  white  men  and   negroes   would   have   to   do    in 


Of  the  Army  of  the   Tennessee.  85 

like  circumstances.  Treat  them  just  as  heaven  would  treat  us,  i"ur 
it  will  let  a  christian,  one  of  its  t)wn  chosen  few,  sit  down  upon 
as  rich  a  quarter  section  of  land  as  ever  a  crow  flew  over,  and  sit 
there  and  starve  to  death,  unless  he  brings  tlie  food  and  shelter 
out  of  the  soil  by  hard  and  honest  labor. 

I  am  for  giving  the  Indian  just  such  a  chance  as  heaven  gives  a 
christian,  and  no  better. 

For  one,  I  am  quite  ready  to  see  such  orders  j^ut  into  the  hands 
of  our  worthy  President,  the  commander  of  our  armies. 

Let  the  order  be  made,  and  save  the  lives  of  our  own  young 
braves,  who  are  still  falling  by  the  hands  of  those  barbarians. 

The  labor  question,  with  its  conflicts,  strikes  and  crimes  against 
property  and  person  is  enhanced  in  its  interest  largely  by  the  class 
of  persons,  in  all  cities  and  towns,  ready  to  join  in  any  movement 
that  promises  a  public  disturbance. 

Therefore,  inasmuch  as  the  late  conflict  suddcidy  sprang  into 
such  fearful  proportions  as  to  alarm  the  entire  nation,  and  fllled 
the  people  with  apprehensions  of  a  most  serious  and  bloody  civil 
revolution,  it  behooves  us  to  study  its  real  nature  and  understand 
its  every  element  of  strength. 

x\  very  large  class  of  these  white-handed,  light-flngered  gentry, 
who  live  by  pocket-picking,  gambling  and  burglary,  are  always 
ready  to  put  themselves  in  the  front  ranks  of  mobs  and  riots. 
They  generally  belong  to  some  respectable  secret  society  and  in 
daylight  are  genteel  and  well  behaved,  and. to  our  regret,  and 
often  to  the  shame  and  sorrow  of  good  people,  are  too  often 
victors,  heroes  and  leaders  in  our  fashionable  society.  It  is  this 
dangerous  class  of  men  who  too  often  constitute  the  brains  and 
leaders  of  these  dreadful  and  lawless  mobs.  They  live  upon 
private  plunder,  gambling  and  confidence  games.  Their  chief 
business,  in  daylight,  consists  in  tenderly  petting  a  delicate 
mustache,  sipping  mint-juleps,  puffing  a  la  mode  cheap  cigars, 
stealing  their  lunches,  and  twirling  in  the  most  fascinating  and 
winning  manner,  to  shallow  young  misses,  a  small  ivory-handled 
cane,  but  their  time  at  night  is  chiefly  spent  in  gambling,  prostitu- 
tion and  burglary.  This  class  is  well-known  in  every  town  and 
city,  and  what  is  to  be  regretted  most  of  all,  is  admitted  into  the 
social  gatherings  of  good  men  and  women.  Such  toleration  of 
scoundrelism  and  respect  for  the  worst  enemies  of  good  order 
argues    a    deplorable    state    of   social    and    public    morals.      Such 
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people  shoukl  be  involuiitarih'  spurned  tVom  the  presence  of 
decent  people.  The  ungloved  liand  of  the  law  should  fasten  his 
clutch  upon  evei  V  male  and  female  idler  in  and  about  these  cities 
and  towns,  and  hold  them  until  some  honest  means  of  support  be 
disclosed,  and  upon  failure  to  do  so,  put  them  at  work  in  the 
public  industrial  work -shops. 

This  wholesome,  hygienic  labor  regulation  should  l)e  so  general 
in  the  ccnmtry,  that  very  soon,  under  its  persuasive  influence, 
every  scoundrel  and  vagabond  would  '"leave  his  country  for  his 
country's  good.'" 

These  disturbances,  which  gather  in  the  scum  and  trash  and 
hurl  it  against  law  and  order,  are  not  to  be  cured  by  sunday 
school  teachers,  nor  by  iVIoody  and  Sankey  revivals.  It  is  as 
difficult  for  a  poor,  laboring  man  to  find  a  religious  home  in  an 
orthodox  city  church,  where  he  and  family  may  grow  in  grace 
and  moral  wisdom,  as  it  is  for  him  to  sue  a  railroad  corporation 
for  a  cow  killed  by  them,  and  follow  the  suit  to  the  Supreme 
Court  to  get  his  money.  His  cow,  which  furnished  his  children 
their  living,  was  perhaps  worth  forty  (!i'4o)  dollars,  but  no  attorney 
will  take  his  case  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  less  than  five  times 
that  amount.  It  is  false  that  these  men  have  a  just  and  ample 
remedy  in  the  courts,  for  every  one  knows  that  railroads  have 
attorneys  paid  by  the  year,  and  every  case  goes  to  the  Supreme 
Court  if  the  law  will  at  all  permit  an  appeal. 

It  is  notorious  that  the  law  is  technical,  expensive  and  full  of 
delay.  It  was  not  made  so  much  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  as 
for  lawyers  and  monied  men.  It  is  true,  also,  that  the  best  lawyers 
are  opposetl  to  innovations  in,  or  any  change  of,  the  established 
rules  of  jurisprudence,  no  matter  how  harsh  and  inequitable  they 
may  be.  The  poor  man's  all  is  just  as  dear  to  him  as  the  rich 
man's  all,  and  he  has  the  right  to,  and  much  more  need  of  repre- 
sentation in  the  Legislature.  It  will  take  as  much  money  to  open 
the  doors  of  the  church  into  its  warm  places,  for  his  family,  as  it 
will  to  open  a  safe  way  for  him  in  the  Supreme  Court  to  obtain 
pay  for  killing  his  cow.  The  remedy  for  this  hardship  lies  high 
up  in  the  sovereign  power  of  the  nation. 

The  poor  man,  the  laboring  man,  and  their  children,  must  pass 
into  the  national  industrial  schools,  and  thus  be  lifted  to  the  more 
exalted  platform  of  warfare  in  the  field  of  logic,  law  and  morals. 
Here,  and  here  alone  is  their  hope. 
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This  power  of  the  nation,  whetlier  in  the  executive,  judicial, 
legishitive  or  mihtarv,  is  profoundly  respected  by  every  citizen  in 
the  hind.  The  man  or  the  child  that  passes  through  the  national 
schools,  will  alwavs  respect  its  laws,  its  power  and  its  institutions; 
and,  in  turn,  will  command  respect. 

The  public  laws,  public  schools  of  industry-  for  the  people,  and 
the  remedies  for  the  removal  of  the  burdens  of  crime,  imbecility 
and  physical  sickness  amongst  the  people,  will,  under  wise  states- 
manship, and  a  healthy  civilization,  establish  a  conscientious  belief 
that  itUeness  in  any  citizen,  having  no  honorable,  visible  employ- 
ment or  means  of  support,  shall  be  such  a  badge  of  disgrace,  as 
not  only  to  shut  them  out  from  the  recognition  of  societv,  but 
shall  l)e  sufficient  cause  for  enforcing  the  industry  of  such  persons 
in  the  city  or  country  work-shops,  thus  utilizing  to  the  community 
the  idlers,  as  well  as  protecting  society  from  the  vice  and  rascality 
of  common  loafers.  Under  wMse  hygienic  laws  and  rules  for  the 
promotion  of  public  health,  a  wise  limitation  to  the  right  of 
marriage,  a  certain  infliction  of  proper  penalties  for  violated  law, 
criminals,  crime,  and  moral  and  mental  imbecility  will  not  only 
rapidly  diminish,  but  it  will  soon  be  regarded,  by  wise  people 
everywhere,  as  disgraceful  to  be  sickh',  idle  or  poor. 

In  addition  to  the  direct  legal  effect,  the  moral  effect  of  such  laws 
upon  the  young,  would  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  future  legal 
and  moral  welfare  of  the  State. 

A  little  wise  statesmanship,  in  our  law-making  bodies,  a  little 
more  philosophy,  conscience  and  independence  on  the  part  of  the 
public  press,  the  pulpit  and  the  platform,  would  soon  put  many  of 
these  golden  rules  into  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  the  people, 
and  finally  into  the  public  laws. 

Seventh.  What  will  the  nation  do  with  the  women,  and  the 
temperance  question  r 

I  suppose  with  our  notions  of  national  growth  and  sovereignty, 
in  connection  with  our  doctrines  of  equal  civil  and  political  rights, 
a  woman  of  lawful  age  and  sound  mind  has  a  right  to  do  about  as 
she  pleases,  at  any  rate  they  generally  do  so,  and  I  confess  I  know 
of  no  very  good  reason  why  you  and  I  should  have  more  rights 
and  privileges,  or  owe  any  greater  duties  to  good  government  and 
civil  order  than  women  under  like  circumstances. 

Her   property   and   lilierty   are  as  valuable  to  her  as  mine  are  to 
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me.  Her  freedom  of  per!>on,  will  and  of  conscience,  and  her  right 
of  personal  judgment  are  as  dear  to  her  as  mine  are  to  me. 

She  loves  her  home,  her  people,  her  land,  her  children,  her  coun- 
try, and  our  almighty  rivers,  lakes,  hills,  mountains  and  valleys,  as 
dearly  as  man  does. 

She  is  as  patient  and  self-sacrificing  as  man.  Hovy  often  has  the 
true  wife  urged  the  father  of  her  children  to  fly  to  the  country's 
relief. 

Many  noble  mothers  have  said,  in  the  language  of  D'Aguessean, 
when  he  went  to  face  his  enraged  king,  "go,  my  husband,  go! 
Forget  for  the  time  your  wife  and  children,  and  remember  that 
you  have  a  country  to  save."  No  nation,  worthy  of  the  name  of 
independence,  is  without  many  illustrations  of  exalted  patriotism 
amongst  its  women. 

We  must  not  forget  that  man  has  carried  the  entire  responsibility 
of  public  aflairs,  in  government,  commerce,  finance  and  war,  for 
6,000  years,  and  that  woman  has  steadily  been  shut  out  from  this 
great  experience. 

You  say,  "woman  has  no  intellect;  she  is  not  fit;  she  could  not 
be  trusted  in  public  affairs." 

It  will  be  time  to  discuss  her  comparative  ability,  when  she  has 
enjoyed  for  as  many  centuries  as  we  have  the  discipline  of  life,  the 
stimulus  of  ambition  and  the  culture  of  the  universities,  whose 
doors  have  forever  been  closed  against  her,  but  not  till  then. 

Our  reply  to  your  assertion  that  "she  is  not  fit  for  such  privi- 
leges''," is  such  as  Luther  made  to  the  Pope,  when  he  said,  the 
people  could  not  be  trusted  with  the  word  of  God:  "Let  them 
try."  The  people  of  France  claimed  the  right  to  vote.  The 
J^ourbons  replied  "you  can  not  be  made  fit  for  such  a  trust." 
They  answered  "let  us  try."  That  France  is  not  as  SjDain,  utterly 
crushed  beneath  the  weight  of  a  thousand  years  of  misgovern- 
ment,  is  the  answer  to  all  doubters  on  this  question. 

Woman  stands  at  the  same  door  asking  for  equal   rights. 

The  same  reply  is  given  her  that  was  given  the  Jews  of  Europe, 
"you  are  fit  only  to  make  money;  you  are  not  fit  for  the  ranks  of 
the  army,  or  the  halls  of  Parliament! " 

The  elotpicnt  appeal  of  Macaulay  in  defending  the  Jews  is  a  fit 
answer  to  all  opposers  of  equal  rights  for  women.  He  says: 
"What  right  have  we  to  take  this  question  for  granted.^  Throw 
open  the  doors  of  the  House  of  Commons;  throw  open  the  ranks 
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of  the  imperial  army,  before  you  deny   eloquence  to  the  country- 
men of  Isaiah,  or  valor  to  the  descendants  of  the  Maccabees!" 

I  say,  sir,  throw  open  \oiir  court  houses,  your  state  houses,  your 
judiciary,  your  learned  professions,  your  world-renowned  universi- 
ties! Give  women  a  chance  before  you  pronounce  upon  her 
capacity!  Do  not  fear  for  that  delicacy  of  character  which  we 
have  always  thought  peculiarly  her  own,  if  we  take  her  with  us 
to  vote!  Ladies  will,  by  their  presence  at  the  polls,  make  the 
place  as  decent  as  they  have  made  political  meetings.  These 
meetings,  in  this  country,  were  once  attended  by  men  only,  and 
you  who  recollect  the  speeches  and  the  anecdotes,  know  full  well 
that  no  decent  newspaper  dare  make  a  verbatim  report  of  them. 
Since  women  began  to  honor  us  with  their  presence,  the  speeches 
are  decent  enough  to  publish,  although  as  a  general  rule,  they  are 
not  of  a  high  order  of  literature  or  thought.  I  think  it  will  be  so, 
to  a  great  extent,  when  women  go  to  the  ballot-box.  \\\  the 
history  of  the  world,  so  far,  wherever  women  have  been  admitted 
to  the  social  or  public  gatherings  of  men,  the  tendencv  has  been 
to  elevate,  purify  and  dignify  them.  The  domestic,  social  and 
religious  world  would  be  supremely  insipid  and  utterly  profitless 
without  her  presence.  In  the  social  arena,  the  grand  parties, 
levees,  and  public  receptions,  her  bearing,  gentilitv  and  con- 
versation is  etpial  to,  and  commands  the  respect  of  the  most  pro- 
found and  accomplished  men  of  the  country.  In  the  presence  of 
such  ladies,  such  grand  mothers,  sisters  and  maidens,  it  would 
take  more  nerve  than  any  soldier  of  the  "Army  of  the  Tenties- 
see  "  ever  possessed  to  say,  "  women  are  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with 
the  ballot." 

Suppose  that  Mrs.  Lady  Franklin  never  could  have  conducted 
a  naval  battle  as  Lord  Nelson  did.  Suppose  that  Florence 
Nightingale  never  could  have  fought  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  nor 
have  written  "Paradise  Lost."  Suppose  the  good  wife  Josephine 
never  could  have  conquered  Europe  nor  written  the  Code  de 
Napoleon. 

Suppose  Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  .Stowe  could  never  have  fought 
the  battles  of  the  "Wilderness,"  nor  have  compelled  the  haughty 
Confederate  commander  to  lay  his  svvord  at  her  feet.  Suj^pose 
that  L.  Maria  Child  or  Mrs.  Elizal)cth  Cady  Stanton  could  not 
have  swept,  with  a  lirave  arm\-,  from  the  Cumberland  down  to 
the  sea,  as  the  gallant  and  fiery   Sherman    did,   crashing   through 
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the  vitals  of  the  rebelhon.  Does  tliat  prove,  gentlemen,  that  they 
should  be  deprived  of  civil  and  political  rights?  If  that  be  so, 
many  of  us,  for  more  cogent  reasons,  must  droj)  the  ballot  and 
return  to  the  impersonal  masses. 

I  am  quite  sure,  gentlemen,  but  few  of  us  can  ever  be  Shakes- 
peares,  Websters  or  Lincolns,  yet  1  should  object  to  being  shut 
out  from  the  ballot-box  on  that  account. 

You  say,  "  w^oman  can  safely  trust  her  rights  to  the  care  and 
votes  of  man."  With  what  good  and  fair  result,  do  you  think? 
History  records  a  case,  in  Boston,  of  a  poor  young  man  marrying 
a  rich  lady.  He  soon  had  charge  of  her  fortune,  under  the  law, 
and  at  his  death  he  had  fifty  thousand  ($50,000)  dollars  of  it  left. 
He  provided  in  his  will  that  his  widowed  wife  should  have  the  use 
of  it  until  she  married  again  I  This  is  what  women  will  generally 
receive  who  trust  their  rights  to  the  watchful  care  and  justice  of 
men. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  long-heeled  darkey  of  Louisiana  has 
been  clad  with  this  high  trust,  the  Indians  who  have  renounced 
their  tribal  relations,  as  well  as  the  naturalized  scum  of  foreign 
nations,  and  the  further  fact  that  the  most  towering  intellect, 
though  it  reach  the  Alpine  hight  of  a  Webster,  a  Shakespeare 
or  a  Bacon  has  no  single,  additional  civil  right  more  than  the 
humblest  voter,  I  think  we  may  venture  to  let  woman  in  without 
serious  danger  of  a  damaging  shock  to  civil  liberty  and  political 
order. 

I  say,  therefore,  let  her  in  to  the  great  school  of  responsibility, 
the  jury-box  and  the  ballot-box! 

Ninth.  I  low  shall  metropolitan  government  be  so  organized 
and  administered  as  to  give  security  to  life,  lilierty  and  property, 
and  yet  conform  to  and  harmonize  with  republican  ideas  of 
government? 

The  government  of  great  cities  involves  questions  that  call  for 
the  exercise  of  powers  alleged  to  be  in  confiict  with  republican 
principles. 

The  vast  concentration  of  life,  property  and  human  interests 
that  can  not  be  measured  on  the  scale  of  material  values  in  the 
city,  tend  not  only  to  attract  the  good,  the  great,  the  scientific  and 
the  wealthy,  but  also  the  human  buzzards  and  hyenas  of  earth, 
who  prey  upon  society,  feast  and  fatten  upon  public  disaster, 
plunder  and  misery. 
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This  makes  it  necessary  that  a  metropolis  should  put  a  large 
element  of  force  and  power  into  its.  government.  Wherever 
wealth,  culture,  religion  and  humanity  have  ripened  into  their  best 
fruits,  there  in  their  midst  you  will  see  depravity,  crime  and  suf- 
fering in  all  its  most  pitiable  and  revolting  aspects. 

Observation  will  readily  deduce  the  general  rule,  that  such  evils 
increase  and  grow  difficult  to  manage,  as  populations  increase  and 
aggregate.  They  are  not,  therefore,  peculiar  to  the  metropolis, 
but  in  a  less  degree  are  seen  in  cities,  towns  and  crowded  popu- 
lations everywhere. 

The  metropolis,  the  city  and  the  town  are  part  of  the  jural  com- 
monwealth or  state,  and  must  receive  their  government  from  the 
will  of  the  whole  people  of  the  state,  as  every  other  portion  of  the 
people.  It  is  far  better  that  the  people  of  the  whole  State  should 
use  legal  despotism  in  governing  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  in- 
terest of  law,  order  and  the  good  people,  than  for  the  loafers,  cut- 
throats and  thieves  to  be  invested  with  republican  liberty,  and  in 
that  name,  curse  the  people  with  despotism,  fraud,  robbery  and 
murder. 

A  despotism  in  the  hands  of  a  righteous  emperor,  king  or 
council,  is  or  may  be  very  dangerous  to  liberty  and  justice,  be- 
cause death  or  revolution  may  crown  bad  men  ;  but  a  despotism 
in  the  hands  of  the  righteous  people  of  the  whole  State  of  New 
York,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  scoundrels,  dead-beats  and 
thieves  from  cutting  the  throats  of  decent  people,  on  election  day, 
could  in  no  sense  be  dangerous,  but  on  the  contrary  would  be  a 
"  consummation  most  devoutly  to  be  wished,"  by  all  the  good  of 
this  nation.  This  great  city,  or  any  other  is  therefore  but  a  part 
of  the  commonwealth  of  the  State,  and  has  no  better  claim  to 
separate  self-government  than  any  other  equal  number  of  inhabi- 
tants thereof.  The  geographical  size  of  the  territory  they  occupy 
does  not  add  to  or  detract  in  the  least  from  their  right  to  govern 
themselves. 

Indeed,  if  the  entire  inhabitants  of  this  wicked  city  were  scat- 
tered in  one-third  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  there  might  be  far 
more  equitable  reasons  for  investing  them  with  the  right  of  self- 
government,  than  while  thus  concentrated  in  this  mighty  city,  as 
they  now  are,  and  occupying  but  one  geographical  country. 
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But  what  man  of  sense  ever  dreamed  of  a  part  of  a  State  de- 
manding to  be  clad  .  with  .  self-government  and  independent  sov- 
ereignty. This  would  even  eclipse  the  visionary  doctrine  of 
paramount  state  sovereignty  which  led  to  the  rebellion. 

Plence,  societies,  cities,  towns  incorporated,  have  no  integral 
historical  life,  more  than  any  other  portion  of  the  jural  common- 
wealth; nor  is  there  any  separate  historical  aim  which  mav  be 
apprehended  in  them.  Whatever  aim  is  apprehended  in  their 
historical  development,  is  of  the  whole  people  of  the  vState  and 
nation.  , 

They  have  no  separate  ground  in  history,  and  are  therefore  to 
be  treated  as  other  portions  of  the  State  under  similar  necessities. 

A  great  metropolis  often  demands  from  the  jural  power  of  the 
State  prompt  legislative  attention,  as  well  to  guard  the  health  of  the 
city,  as  on  account  of  poverty,  disaster  and  crime,  which  other 
parts  of  the  commonwealth  may  not  need. 

Those  terrible  epidemics  and  plagues  that  depopulate  cities  and 
crowded  districts,  and  spread  alarm  throughout  whole  communi- 
ties, can  only  be  met  bv  the  most  prompt  and  often  arbitrary 
regulations. 

The  crowded  hot-beds  and  gathered  tilth  of  cities  constitute  the 
fertile  soil  in  which  these  enemies  of  life  breed,  sprout  and  grow. 
These  centers  open  into  full  power  their  destructive  epidemic 
poisons  on  the  city,  and  lay  their  destroying  hands  of  death  upon 
thousands  of  the  people.  When  a  pestilence  thus  enters  a  city 
and  commences  its  destruction,  curative  remedies  amount  to 
nothing.  The  medical  world  has  turned  its  attention  to  preven- 
tion, to  hygiene.  It  often  becomes  necessary  to  enforce  personal 
hygiene  of  the  citizen,  as  well  as  the  public  hygiene  of  the  city. 
Nothing  short  of  absolute  force  or  compulsion  can  secure  this 
necessary  result  in  a  great  city.  The  jural  power  of  the  State 
must,  therefore,  lodge  the  authority  in  proper  hands  to  wash  and 
cleanse  the  houses  and  persons  of  those  who  will  not  cleanse  their 
own  houses  and  persons. 

Such  filthy  dwellings  and  persons  are  nests  which  breed  and 
hatch  destruction  and  death  to  both  city  and  state. 

The  authority  of  the  city  to  compel  this  house-cleaning,  this 
purification,  is  in  the  interest  of  every  citizen  personally,  as  well 
as  the  health,  safety  and  purity  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  remedy  for  those  terrible  scourges  of  man,  cholera,    plague 
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and  typhus,  lies  not  in  drugs,  patent  medicines  and  compounds, 
but  in  thorough  poHceing,  cleansing  and  purification. 

A  good  city  cleansing  is  far  better  as  a  preventive  than  a  good 
city  physician  as  a  curative.  Soap  and  water  vsnll  prevent  more 
cholera  and  typhus  than  the  best  doctor  can  cure,  when  the  poison 
is  seated  in  the  blood.  Personal  cleanliness,  good  habits  and  good 
and  well-cooked  food  will  do  far  more  to  bar  out  disease  and 
promote  health,  than  the  finest  preparations  of  the  most  skillful 
apothecary. 

Good  doctors  are  most  excellent  in  their  places,  but  their  places 
amount  to  but  little  by  the  bedside  in  case  of  genuine  Asiatic 
cholera. 

As  it  is  with  the  individual  in  the  city,  so  it  is  with  the  city; 
cleanliness  is  not  only  godliness,  but  it  is  health  and  safety.  The 
ignorance,  filth  and  depravity,  drifting  from  the  older  nations  to  our 
shores,  centering  in  our  large  cities,  render  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  use  arbitrary  power  to  shut  out  pestilence  and  death. 

In  view  of  the  paramount  importance  of  preserving  and  protect- 
ing the  public  health  and  prosperity  of  cities,  no  considerate  man 
can  object  to  the  prompt  use  of  such  power. 

Nor  will  the  wise  man  object  to  the  use  of  such  measures  in 
protecting  the  cities  from  the  intolerable  burdens  of  ignorance, 
poverty  and  crime.  Indeed,  the  latter  evils  are  bearing  more 
heavily  upon  all  the  cities  of  the  world  than  either  pestilence, 
famine  or  disease,  and  the  remedy  in  each  of  the  cases  lies  in  the 
jural  power  of  the  people. 

Tenth.  What  shall  be  the  manifest  spirit  in  the  further  treat- 
ment of  those  people  lately  conquered  in  their  rebellious  efforts  to 
overturn  the  Government  and  destroy  the  Union? 

As  to  what  the  whole  nation  desires  there  is  no  question — all  are 
agreed  as  to  the  results  to  be  accom2:)lished — that  is  national  peace 
everywhere;  national  fidelity,  securitv  and  protection  everywhere, 
to  life,  liberty  and  property,  in  good  faith,  under  the  law.  These 
are  the  ends  desired  by  all — there  is  no  division  thus  far.  But 
when  you  come  to  measures,  then  we  divide. 

We  find  two  parties  in  the  country,  but  fortunately  for  the  coun- 
try, all  the  Republicans  are  not  on  one  side,  nor  all  the  Democrats 
on  the  other. 

Both  parties  may  be  appropriately  designated  parties  of  law 
and  order,  for  both  seek,  by  different   means,   to   accomplish    that 
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desirable  end.  But  they  may  also  be  appropriately  designated 
and  distinguished,  the  one  as  the  party  of  compulsion  and  enforce- 
ment, and  the  other  as  the  party  of  persuasion  and  toleration. 

They  can  not  longer  be  called  conservative  and  radical,  for  a 
conservative  will  cling  to  the  old,  the  establishment,  and  will  have 
no  change;  his  fingers  clutch  the  fact,  and  he  will  not  open  his 
eyes  to  see  a  new  and  a  better  fact;  no  toleration  whatever  for  a 
new  fact.  The  fort  which  the  conservative  is  set  in  his  purpose 
to  defend  is  the  actual  state  of  things  good  and  bad. 

The  radical  is  an  innovator,  a  regulator,  an  accommodationist. 
He  will  have  change,  and  will  have  it  now.  He  cares  not  how 
old  your  laws,  your  civil  order  or  your  institutions  are;  he  says, 
"they  are  not  just,"  and  he  will  have  a  change.  The  radical  wants 
to  cure  the  evil,  to  uproot  the  cause;  the  conservative  would  relieve 
by  anodynes  and  placeboes,  and  now  that  maladies  and  vices  have 
got  into  the  blood  there  is  no  cure,  but  only  soothing  and  palliation. 
Leprosy  has  grown  cunning  and  has  got  into  the  ballot-box,  and 
the  lepers  outvote  the  clean,  he  says.  Society  and  its  laws  are 
but  a  quarantine,  so  the  conservative  says,  and  at  once  resorts  to 
opium,  chloroform,  palliations  and  political  anodynes,  but  will  not 
have  the  surgeon's  knife  applied  anywhere. 

But  the  radical  says,  "No!  we  will  probe  the  sore,  find  the  virus, 
remove  it  with  the  caustic  or  the  knife,  quit  opium  and  nervines 
and  have  health  and  vigor.'" 

But  in  this  great  question  these  principles  do  not  apply. 
One  sa3's,  let  us  compel  obedience  to  the  law,  and  the  other  says, 
let  us  feistiadc  obedience  to  the  lavy. 

Mr.  President,  we  went  into  the  war  to  compel  the  rebels  to  live 
with  us  in  peace,  as  co-equal  citizens,  on  terms  of  equality  before 
the  law,  in  good  faith.  Of  course  we  did  not  expect  the  war  to 
produce  these  loving  results  in  the  hearts  of  these  chivalric,  high- 
toned,  proud  and  conquered  enemies.  You  can  neither  spank 
love  into  your  child  nor  whip  love  into  man!  The  war  only  proved 
to  them  and  to  us  that  we  of  the  national  party  were  the  stronger, 
and  proved  little  else.  It  convinced  nobody  that  his  ideas  or  sen- 
timents were  wrong;  that  can  onlv  be  done  in  the  battlefield  of 
logic,  reason  and  experience. 

Rebellion  and  nullification,  with  their  doctrines  of  local  state 
sovereignty  and  confederacy,  were  from  the  very  first  based  on 
material   and    ambitious   views   of  national  growth;  that  the  pro- 
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cesses  of  civil  government  are  necessarily  immoral  and  vicious; 
that  overreaching  power,  fraud,  skill  and  false  measures  were 
the  winning  cards  in  all  political  and  civil  aftairs;  that  equal 
rights,  personal  liberty  and  moral  responsiblity  were  terms  un- 
known and  inapplicable  to  politics  and  civil  government  ;  that 
might,  with  success,  made  right  and  safe  government.  Holding 
the  Machiavelin  doctrine,  that  the  law  and  order  that  grows  out 
of  the  fear  of  subjects  is  as  sure  and  safe  security  to  the  state  as 
that  which  grows  out  of  love  and  patriotism.  The  experiences 
and  sore  trials  of  this  silly  state  sovereignty  doctrine,  with  its 
alleged  subordinate  confederacy,  proved  to  the  people  of  the 
South  to  be  an  unrelenting  despotism,  with  complete  obliteration 
of  state  freedom  or  sovereignty  anywhere  in  the  South. 

The  power  of  the  states  fell  before  the  so-called  subordinate 
confederacy,  a  governmental  contradiction  only  equaled  by  its 
sublime  nonsense. 

The  whole  thing  is  false,  and  therefore  the  experiment  was  a 
disastrous  failure.  But  how  was  it  and  is  it  to-day,  with  the 
national,  the  union  party,  when  a  great  and  powerful  central 
sovereignty  was  alleged  by  its  supporters,  and  that  the  people  of 
the  South  were  a  part  of  the  nation,  and  that  sovereignty  could 
not  be  severed,  and  therefore  the  people  should  not  be  divided. 

It  was  alleged  by  the  timid  everywhere,  and  especially  by  all 
rebels  and  their  friends,  that  this  idea  would  lead  to  despotism  and 
utterly  destroy  the  autonomy  of  the  states,  but  when  the  trial 
came,  experience  proved  that  the  state  governments  held  exactly 
the  relation  to  the  general  government  which  not  only  gave  them 
true  liberty  but  that  efficiency  which  enabled  them  to  do  for  the 
people  and  the  nation  just  what  was  required  of  them  as  loyal 
commonwealths.  With  these  true  national  principles  the  people 
conquered  the  rebels,  with  their  state  sovereignty  doctrines,  and 
crushed  out,  under  the  iron  foot  of  war,  their  false  confederacy 
notions. 

And  now,  after  a  dozen  years  or  more,  since  the  war  ceased, 
ample  time  for  the  war  spirit  to  cool  off,  we  cannot  and  must  not 
forget  that  our  theory  even  in  war  was  different  from  theirs. 
They  taught  eternal  hatred  and  eternal  separation,  and  damnatiort 
to  the  Northern  and  National  cause.  Their  President,  Jeff  Davis, 
called  the  people  of  the  North  wolves  and  hyenas,  while  we  taught 
eternal    union    with    the    South    and    its   people.     No   North,    no 
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South,  no  East,  no  West,  a  perpetual  brotherhood  with  the  rebel 
states,  with  a  perpetual  and  indivisible  union,  while  the  great  and 
good  Lincoln  was  proclaiming  to  all  the  people,  "with  malice 
toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,  let  us  go  forward  to  do  the  right 
as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right  !  " 

We  must  not,  we  can  not  force  up(m  thcin  our  own  lessons  and 
doctrines, 

We  must  put  them  into  practice,  because  they  are  the  doctrines 
we  have  taught,  and  they  are  the  doctrines  that  will  eventually 
succeed,  if  we  give  them  a  fair  trial. 

The  civil  disorder  and  political  and  social  crime  we  have  wit- 
nessed in  some  sections  of  the  country  are  truly  sickening.  But 
war  measures  for  such  disorders  are  certainly  not  the  cure.  I 
think  that  war  in  the  smallest  doses  possible  will  make  the  matter 
worse.  Our  President,  Mr.  Hayes,  an  old  army  comrade,  is 
honestly,  faithfully  and  most  patiently  trying  a  higher  and  more 
exalted  remedy,  He  thinks  the  school  house,  the  spelling  book 
and  self-responsibility  will  do  more  to  relieve  this  social  and  polit- 
ical depravity  than  bayonets  and  heav\'  artillery.  He  seems  deter- 
mined, and  as  I  think,  wisely,  to  follow  the  antiphlogistic  plan  of 
treatment,  alwajs  popular  in  mild,  slow,  typhoid  and  continued 
fevers,  of  which  the  South  has,  doubtless,  been  politically  aifected 
for  many  years. 

President  Hayes  has  put  the  South  under  a  thorough  course  of 
political  alteratives,  and  the  indications  are  that  her  tongue  is 
clearing  ofi' and  her  local  congestions  are  iiassing  away  ;  and  it  is 
earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  she  will  soon  enter  into  political  con- 
valescence, and  that  it  will  not  be  long  until  capital,  personal 
liberty,  free  thought  and  free  speech  shall  be  as  characteristic  of 
these  people  as  their  heroism  and  bravery  was  during  the  war 
against  the  Government. 

General  Bane  was  listened  to  throughout  this  long  address  with 
an  attentive  interest  indicative  of  its  character  and  ability,  fre- 
quently receiving  applause, 

Captain  Everest  being  called  upon  for  a  song,  sang  "  Unftirl 
the.  Cihirious  Banner^''  for  which  he  was  applauded. 

The  Drum  Corps  played  '' Tattoo''  and  ''Taps,'"  and  the  chair- 
man announced  the  evening's  exercises  as  closed. 
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.St.  Pat  I..  Septembef  (I  1S77. 
Meeting   of   vSociety   transpired    in    accordance    with    previous 
adjournment,  and  was  called  to  order  bv  Captain  (iilc   presiding. 
General  Sanborn  presented  the  following: 

St.  Paul.  Sef>tembcr  G,  IS77. 
The   committee  on    nomination  ot"  olVicers  has  instructed  me  to  make  tlic 
following  report  as  their  selection: 

J-\>r  Presidettt, 
General  W.  T.  Sherman. 
Fo  f   Vice-P  res  idc7i  Is . 
Major-General  W.  Q^Gresham,  Colonel  Thomas  C.  Fletcher. 

Major-General  A.  L.  Chctlain,  Colonel  W.J.  Landrum, 

Colonel  Thomas  Reynolds,  Colonel  C.  A.  Morten, 

Colonel  R.  F.  Patterson,  Major  J.  G.  Everest, 

Major  A.  A.  Perkins,  Captain  W.  L.  Williams, 

Captain  George  II.  HeatVord,  Surgeon  A.  E.  Ileighway. 

For  Recordiiiif  Secretary, 

Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton. 

For  Corrtspondiuff  Secretary^ 

Brigadier-General  A.  Hickenlooper. 

For  Treasurer, 

Major-General  M.  F.  Force. 

Your  committee  respecttuHy  suhmit  the  same. 

J.  B.  Sanborn, 

Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Major  Edwards: 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  for  nominating 
officers  be  accepted,  and  the  gentlemen  selected  by  them  are 
hereby  declared  elected  to  fill  the  respective  offices. 

General  Belknap  presented  the  following: 

St.  P.\ul,  Minx.,  Stptcmher  6,  1S77. 
The  committee  appointed  to  select  an  orator  for   the  next  reunion   present 
the  name  of  Colonel  VV.  F.  Vilas,  23rd  Wisconsin  Infantry,  of  Madison,  Wis. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  W.  Belknap, 

Chairman. 
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On  motion  of  Captain  Geo.  A.  Henry: 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  selecting  orator  for 
next  reunion,  is  hereby  accepted  and  adopted. 

General  Gresham,  in  behalf  of  committee,  presented  the  follow- 
ing: 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  G,  1877. 
The  committee  appointed  to  select  the  place  for  holding  the  next  reunion, 
after  full  consideration,  recommend  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  the  time  to  be 
the  last  week  in  September,    1S78,   or  such  fixed   date   as   may   hereafter   be 
named  by  the  President  of  the  Societj-. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Q^  Gresham, 

Chairman. 
On  motion  of  Major  Hamilton: 

Resolved.,  That  the  I'eport  of  the  committee  selecting  place  and 
time  for  holding  next  reunion  be  accepted,  and  their  recommenda- 
tion is  hereby  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Major  Edwards: 

Resolved,  That,  whereas  we  have,  with  feelings  of  deep  regret, 
heard  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  General  Giles  A.  Smith, 
one  of  the  founders  of  our  Society,  and  one  of  the  most  cherished 
of  our  comrades,  revering  his  memor}-  and  remembering  with 
pride  his  soldierly  qualities,  we  tender  to  his  bereaved  wife  and 
only  child  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 

On  motion  of  General  Hickenlooper: 

Resolved,  That  General  Force  be  and  is  hereb}^  appointed  to 
make  reply  for  the  Society  to  the  telegram  received  from  General 
Grant. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Putnam: 

Resolved,  That  the  most  earnest  and  heartfelt  thanks  of  the  So- 
ciety be  tendered  to  the  resident  Executive  Committee  for  their 
untiring  exertions,  elaborate  preparations  and  unbotmded  hospi- 
tality, which  has  so  greatly  contributed  to  the  pleasures  of  this 
meeting. 

Colonel  Dayton  gave  notice,  according  to  the  By-Laws  and 
Constitution,  that  at  the  next  meeting  a  resolution  would  be 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Society,  providing  for  the 
election  of  honorary  members  from  the  officers  of  the  Navy. 

On  motion  of  Major  Perkins: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks,  earnest  and  cordial,  of  the  Society, 
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are  herebv  extended  to  the  citizens  of  vSt.  Paul,  members  of  the 
various  committees,  for  their  kind,  generous  and  courteous  actions 
in  their  personal  efforts  for  the  entertainment  of  the  Society. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  transact, 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Loomis: 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  adjourn  to  cover  participation  in  the 
excursion  of  to-day  and  banquet  of  this  evening,  as  arranged  by 
the  Local  Committee. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  October  14th,  1S74,  your 
Corresponding  Secretary  reports  the  following: 

MEMORIALS. 

Major-General  Giles  A.  Smith  died  at  Blooinington.  Illinois,  November 
Sth,  1S76. 

He  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  on  the  29th  dav  of  September, 
in  the  year  1829,  and  was  therefore  in  his  forty-seventh  year.  During  his  early 
manhood  he  moved  to  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  business  at  London,  afterwards 
changing  his  place  of  residence,  and  for  over  two  years  he  resided  and  did 
business  in  Cincinnati.  In  the  year  1S50  he  was  married  to  Miss  McLain.  at 
London,  Ohio,  and  six  years  later  he  went  to  Bloomington.  and  for  a  short 
time  was  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  trade,  the  firm  at  tiiat  time  being  Smith  & 
Graham,  his  place  of  business  being  located  in  the  building  now  occupied  by 
S.  S.  Stevens,  dry  goods  merchant.  In  the  year  1S59  he  assumed  the  proprie- 
torship of  the  old  Pike  House,  which  he  left  after  a  short  management  to  take 
the  proprietorship  of  what  was  then  known  as  the  Niccolls  House,  located  on 
the  corner  of  Grove  and  Main  streets,  and  continued  to  be  the  landlord  until 
the  year  1S61. 

He  entered  the  military  service  as  Captain  of  Company  D,  Sth  Missouri 
Volunteers,  which  was  commanded  by  his  brother.  Morgan  L.  Smith;  served 
during  the  Summer  in  Missouri;  was  stationed  with  his  regiment  at  Paducah 
in  the  Fall  of  1S61,  from  which  place  he  took  part  w'ith  his  regiment  in  the 
capture  of  Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson,  also  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  siege 
of  Corinth,  where  his  regiment  was  first  in  the  rebel  works  and  took  possession. 
After  the  capture  of  Corinth  the  regiment  went  to  Memphis  as  a  part  of  the 
15th  Corps,  where  General  Smith  was  successively  promoted  to  be  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  and  on  the  promotion  of  his  brother  to  a  Brigadier.  Giles  A.  was 
promoted  to  a  Colonelcy. 

As  Colonel  in  command  of  his  regiment  he  took  part  in  Sherman's  first 
attack  on  Vicksburg,  and  afterwards  in  the  attack  on  Arkansas  Post,  where 
his  horse  was  killed  under  him,  and  he  was  slightly  wounded.  In  the  opera- 
tions resulting  in  the  capture  of  Vicksburg  he  took  an  active  and  conspicuous 
part,  a  brilliant  incident  being  his  rescue,  with  his  regiment,  of  Admiral  Porter 
and  his  ironclads,  when  surrounded  and  hemmed  in  bv  the  rebels. 
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After  the  capture  of  V'icksburg  he  was  promoted  to  Brigadier-General,  for 
galhint  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  field. 

His  next  service  was  in  command  of  his  brigade  in  the  15th  Army  Corps,  in 
the  campaign  resulting  in  the  defeat  of  Bragg  and  raising  the  siege  of  Chat- 
tanooga, in  which  he  took  an  active  and  conspicuous  part,  and  was  badly 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge. 

Recovering  from  his  wound,  he  returned  to  the  field  and  took  part  in  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  commanding  first  a  brigade  in  the  15th  Corps,  from  which 
he  was,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1864,  transferred  to  the  command  of  the  2nd 
Division  of  the  17th  Army  Corps,  under  General  Frank  P.  Blair.  Two  days 
after  this  transfer,  on  the  22nd  of  July,  was  fought  the  great  battle  near  Atlanta, 
in  which  General  McPherson  fell.  A  heavy  portion  of  this  battle  fell  on  the 
Division  of  General  Giles  A.  Smith,  and  his  heroic  conduct  on  this  occasion 
forms  no  small  part  of  the  history  of  that  eventful  day. 

He  next  took  part  in  Sheiman's  great  march  to  the  sea,  in  command  of  the 
2nd  Division  of  the  17th  Corps,  especially  in  the  operations  in  and  about 
Columbia,  8.  C,  and  in  all  the  events  of  the  great  march.  After  the  surren- 
der of  General  Lee.  General  Smith,  having  been  promoted  to  a  full  Major- 
General,  was  transferred  to  the  25th  Army  Corps,  and  stationed  at  Browns- 
ville, Texas,  in  command  of  the  1st  Division,  continuing  in  the  service  until 
the  corps  was  divided,  and  then,  declining  the  commission  of  Colonel  of  cavalry 
in  the  regular  army,  he  returned  to  his  home  at  Bloomington.  In  186S. 
General  Smith  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  Republican  nomination  for 
Congress,  but  was  not  successful  in  the  convention.  On  the  election  of 
General  Grant  to  the  Presidency,  he  was  appointed  Second  Assistant  Post- 
master-General, which  position  he  held  until  his  resignation  from  failing  health 
in  1872,  since  which  time  he  has  resided  at  Bloomington,  and  for  the  past  two 
3'ears  at  San  Jose,  California,  returning  about  September  ist.  Soon  after 
arriving  at  Bloomington,  it  was  thought  that  his  health  showed  evidences  of 
improvement,  and  during  the  warm  and  pleasant  days  of  September  and 
October  he  was  able  to  ride  out  with  his  triends  and  take  such  other  exercises 
as  the  condition  of  his  health  \vould  permit  of;  but  gradually  he  grew  worse 
and  his  physical  condition  was  of  such  a  character  that  in  a  short  time  his 
friends  gave  up  all  hopes  of  his  recovery,  and  for  several  weeks  his  death  was 
almost  hourly  expected. 

The  funeral  cortege  left  the  residence  of  the  deceased  headed  by  Kadel's  full 
military  band  and  forty  of  the  "  Governor's  Guards,''  in  full  uniform,  of 
Springfield.  On  arriving  at  the  church  the  guards  presented  arms  as  the  body 
of  the  deceased  passed  forward  to  the  door,  and  then  shouldered  arms  as  the 
members  of  the  family,  prominent  oflicials  and  friends  entered  the  church. 
They  then  stacked  arms  and  took  their  places  in  the  building.  The  church 
was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  with  those  who  had  left  the  exciting  scenes  of 
the  day  to  pay  this  last  sad  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

The  exercises  commenced  with  an  anthem  sung  by  the  full  chiux'h  choir  in 
a  very  toucliing  manner.  The  burial  service  was  then  read  by  Chaplain  Dean 
of  the  Guards,  in  a  very  fine  manner,  and  followed  by  Rev.  T.  A.  Parker  in  an 
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eloquent  and  touching  prayer,  asking  both  for  the  coinfort  of  God  tor  the 
bereaved  family  in  this  hour  of  their  sorrow,  and  for  the  coiiHiiunit\  which, 
loses  a  man  of  such  ability  and  bravery  while  yet  in  his  prime. 

The  choir  then  sang  the  hymn,  "  Watch  and  Pray."'  in  a  manner  very  suit- 
able for  such  an  occasion. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Dinsmore,  of  the  Second  Presb\  terian  church,  in  the  absence  of 
Rev.  A.  S.  Eddy,  who  was  expected,  delivered  the  funeral  sermon.  His 
remarks  were  verv  .appropriate  and  delivered  with  much  feeling.  Not  in  the 
manner  of  eulogy,  as  this  was  contrary  to  the  expressed  wishes  of  his  friends, 
yet  in  closing  the  record  of  a  man  of  such  prominence  as  General  Smith,  both 
in  the  military  services  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  in  his  civil  duties  as  Second 
Assistant  Postmaster-General,  it  was  impossible  to  pass  so  many  deeds  of 
bravery  and  wisdom  without  a  word.  General  Smith's  death  was  mainly  due 
to  the  exposure  of  himself  upon  the  field.  No  more  appropriate  eulogy  could 
be  said  of  him  than  a  sentence  of  Mr.  Dinsmore's  remarks.  ''  He  risked  his 
life  upon  the  field  of  battle,  that  we  at  home  might  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  free 
government."  The  audience  then  dispersed,  and  the  procession  started  to  the 
final  home  of  the  dead  in  the  following  order:  The  Military  Band;  the  Gov- 
ernor's Guards,  carrying  "reversed  arms;"  the  officiating clerg\  man;  the  hearse, 
containing  the  remains;  members  ot  the  family  and  intimate  friends  and  State 
officers  in  carriages;  soldiers,  sailors  and  citizens  on  foot.  At  the  ground,  after 
the  casket,  which  was  wrapped  in  the  nation's  Hag,  was  placed  in  the  vault, 
and  then  three  rounds,  the  military  salute,  were  fired  by  the  Guards,  and  the 
ceremony  was  over.  The  pall-bearers  were  Hon.  Judge  Gresham.  of  the 
United  States  District  Court  of  Indiana,  of  Indianapolis;  Major  C.  F.  Emorv 
of  Macon,  and  Hon.  Lawrence  Weldon,  Stephen  Smith.  R.  V\^  Dibble. 
George  Ostrom.  George  C.  Lyman  and  E.  Thorpe  of  Bloomington.  Among 
those  who  attended  the  funeral  were,  Hon.  J.  L.  Beveridge,  Governor;  H. 
Willard.  Adjutant-General;  George  Harlow.  Secretary  of  the  State:  Thonuis 
S.  Ridgeway,  State  Treasurer;  James  K.  Edsall.  Attorney-General;  S.  M. 
Etter.  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Colonel  E.  R.  Roe,  L.  S.  Mar- 
shal for  the  Southern  District  of  Illinois;  Judge  Payson.  of  Pontiac;  D.  L. 
Phillips,  D.  A.  Ray  of  Springfield;  Judge  John  M.  Scott  of  the  State  Supreme 
Court. 

General  Smith  was  one  of  the  founders  of  our  Society,  and  the  knowledge 
of  his  death  will  bring  sorrow  to  the  hearts  of  thousands  of  his  army  friends, 
but  more  especially  to  his  old  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  with 
whom  he  served  so  long,  and  bv  whom  he  was  so  loved  and  respected. 

Colonel  Henry  E.  Jones  died  suddenly  at  his  home  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
of  apoplexy,  September  13th.  1876. 

He  was  born  in  Nashville.  Tennessee,  September  28th,  1S36.  His  father, 
David  D.  Jones,  moved  to  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  when  Henry  was  but  seveu 
months  old.  He  received  an  academic  education  at  home  and  then  attended 
Dennison  College  at  Greenville.  Ohio,  where  he  graduated  with  honor  about 
1S60.  Returning  to  his  native  city,  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  Hon,  W. 
A.  Hutchins.     At  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  enlisted    in  the  ist  Ohio  regi- 
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ment,  in  the  three  months  service,  and  was  appointed  a  Sergeant  in  companv 
G.  Upon  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he  re-enlisted,  and  was  commis- 
sioned as  Adjntant  of  the  56th  Ohio,  and  performed  active  service  with  that 
command  until  the  end  of  the  war.  ranking,  when  the  regiment  was  finally 
mustered  out.  as  Lieutenant-Colonel.  He  carried  a  scar  from  a  wound 
received  at  V^ienna  in  Virginia,  and  participated  with  his  command  in  the 
I  many  engagements  around  Vicksburg,  and  was  in  the  engagements  on  Red 
river  under  General  Banks.  Colonel  Jones  was  a  man  of  genial  disposition, 
incapable  of  doing  a  wrong,  and  conscientiously  discharged  his  duty.  He  was 
deservedly  popular  with  his  command  and  in  his  mess,  and  to  all  his  old  com- 
rades to  whom  he  was  doubly  endeared  by  the  common  baptism  of  privation, 
trial  and  danger  together,  his  sudden  and  untimely  death  will  carry  a  sharp 
pang. 

As  a  public-spirited  citizen  in  his  native  citv  he  will  be  greatly  missed. 
Having  resumed  the  study  of  law  upt)n  his  return  from  the  war,  he  was  shortly 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  by  close  application  and  sheer  ability,  polished  and 
directed  by  a  broad  and  practical  education,  he  soon  attained  an  enviable 
eminence  as  an  able  advocate.  He  was  twice  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  his  county  in  18O9  and  1S71  and  filled  the  office  in  a  manner  highly  credit- 
able to  himself  and  his  friends.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  President  of 
the  Street  Railroad  Company,  and  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar. 

Personalh'.  the  Colonel  was  a  man  of  fine  appearance  and  a  marvel  of  health. 
He  was  seized  with  apoplexy  early  in  the  morning  and  died  in  the  evening  of 
the  same  dav. 

He  leaves  a  wife  and  interesting  family  to  mourn  his  loss.  His  funeral  was 
attended  by  the  Kinney  Guards  acting  as  military  escort,  and  by  the  members 
of  the  bar  of  his  native  city  in  a  body. 

In  connection  with  the  remarks  made  by  Colonel  Callender, 
(page  42,)  it  appears  proper  to  add  the  following  details  of  the 
action  taken  to  permanently  mark  the  spot  where  McPherson  fell. 

"  Several  months  ago  Major  John  R.  McGinness,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer 
of  the  Department  of  the  South,  conceived  the  idea  of  procuring  some  kind  of 
a  suitable  memorial  to  mark  the  spot  where  General  McPherson 
was  killed.  Consultation  with  iiis  brother  officers  strengthened 
him  in  this  view,  as  they  cheerfully  promised  to  give  a 
liberal  pecuniary  support  to  the  plan  proposed.  The  land  w-as  first 
secured  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  owner,  with  a  right  of  way  for  a  new  street  from 
the  main  road,  which  made  all  future  operations  easy  and  successful.  The 
War  Department  at  Washington  promptly  appropriated  a  twenty -four  pound 
iron  cannon,  and  also  a  sufficient  number  of  old  gun-barrels  to  form  a  fence 
around  the  proposed  Tnonvmient.  General  F.  D.  Callender,  of  the  Ordnance 
Department,  who  is  at  present  the  popular  commandant  at  the  Augusta 
arsenal,  kindly  offered  to  do  the  necessary  mechanical  work  as  his  share  of  the 
expense,  the  officers  there  paying  the  freight  on  the  articles  from  Augusta.  A 
block  of  Stone  Mountain  granite,  (General  McPherson's  command  approached 
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Atlanta  bv  way  of  Stone   Mountain)  was  prepared  as  a  base,  and  it  is  wortby 
of  mention  that  this  block  of  granite  was  put  in  position  to  receive  the  cannon 
memorial  bv  Mr.    William    Rosser,    who    was    a    Confederate    soldier   under 
General  '  Stonewall '  Jackson.     In    due    time   the    work    was    completed,  the 
street  opened  to  the  main  road,  and  the  public  invited  to  visit  the  spot.     Along 
the  main  road  can  still  be  seen  the  earth-works  used  by  the  Confederate  forces 
for  the  defense  of  Atlanta  in  July.  1S64.     The  numerous  wood-crowned  ridges 
in  that  vicinitj-  suggest  to  a   military    man    that    contending    armies    ineeting 
there  would  be  likely  to  do  bloody  work  for  each  other.      Nature  has  made  it  a 
lovely  place,  and  now  that  art  has  placed  thei-e  its  memorial    to    chivalry,    its 
attractions  will  draw  many  visitors  in  that  direction.   Mingled  with  the  under- 
growth of  oak  and  maple,  many  waving  pine  trees  throw  their  shade  over  the 
open  space  within  which  the  memorial  stands.     The  enclosed  lot  is  about  ten 
feet  square,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  neatly  ornamented  iron  fence,  the   pickets 
being  single  gunbarrels  with  spear-head  tops,  and  the  corner   posts   composed 
of  a  cluster  of  gun-barrels  surmounted  with  a  conical-shaped  ornament.     This 
fence  is  placed  upon  a  solid  stone  foundation,  and  is  painted    black,   .is    is   also 
the  cannon,  and  presents  a  very  handsoine  appearance.     In  the  centre  of  the 
lot  is  the  marble  base,  some  five  feet  square  and  eighteen  inches  high,  from  the 
centre  of  which  rises  the  grim  'twenty-four  pounder,"  in  the  mouth  of  which  is 
a  cannon  ball.     The  hillside  road  along  which  General  McPherson  was  riding, 
when  killed,  passes  within  two  or  three  feet  of  the  enclosure,   while  the   more 
traveled  road,  which  crosses  it  at  this  point,  is  some  twenty  or  thirty  feet  distant. 
On  the  side  of  the  granite  base  fronting  this  latter  road  are  the  raised  letters — 
'McPherson' — no  other  inscription    being   deemed    necessary.     The    sloping 
nature  of  the  ground  upon  which  the  memorial  is  erected  (it  being  on  the  side 
of  a  hill)  somewhat  mars  the  perfection  of  the  work,  but  in  other  respects   the 
tribute  is  one  that  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  officers  who    have   so  appro - 
priatelv  and  in  such  an  enduring  manner  marked  the  spot  where  one   of  their 
most  trusted  and  beloved   comrades   fell.      While   Major    McGinness   was  the 
moving  spirit,  and  superintended  the  entire  work,  he  was  generously  aided  by 
General  Thomas  H.  Ruger,  cominanding  the  Department  ;  General  Chauncey 
McKeever,  Adjutant-General;  GencralGeorge  Bell, Chief  Commissary;  Colonel 
J.  G.  Chandler,  Chief  Quartermaster;  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  F.  Head,  Medical 
Director;   Major  W.  B.  Rochester.  Chief  Paymaster;    Major  N.  Vedder,  Pay- 
master, and  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Wheeler,  Aide-de-Camp.     To   Mr.  Brown,  the 
owner  of  the  land,  is  also  due  credit  for   his   liberal  action   in  promoting   this 
tribute  to  a  gallant  Federal  soldier.     And  I  am  siu-e  that  no  true   Confederate 
soldier  will  ever  visit  the  spot  without  a  feeling  of  respect   for   the  brave   and 
chivalrous  ■  fallen  hero  "  whose  bright  military  career  ended  so  suddenly  with- 
in the  seclusion  and  quiet  of  those  woods.     Like  the  late  General  Albert   Sid- 
ney Johnson,  he  was  a  knightly   soldier,    without    fear    and   without  reproach. 
Now  that  peace  has  spread  her  gentle  wings  over  all  the  land,  it  is  safe  to  pre- 
dict that  the  '  McPherson  Memorial  '  will  be  visited  by   thousands   of  persons 
whose  object  will  be  a  higher  and  purer  one  than  mere  idle  cm-iosity.     Within 
rille  and  cannon  shot  of  this  now  quiet  and  secluded  rural  retreat,  on  the  22nd 
of  July,  1864.  thousands  of  the  bravest  and  best  soldiers  of  both  armies   fell   in 
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attacking  or  detending  Atlanta.  With  General  Hood  and  General  Hardee  in 
the  front,  and  General  Wheeler  and  his  dashing  cavalry  in  the  rear,  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee — with  its  gallant  commander  dead  ere  the  bloody  conflict 
had  fairly  commenced — fought  with  terrible  desperation  and  great  loss,  and 
against  an  enemy  resolute  and  determined,  and  prepared  to  defend  their  city 
at  all  hazards.  On  that  fatal  day,  and  in  that  vicinity,  was  fought  what  has 
become  generally  known  in  military  history  as  the  '  Battle  of  Atlanta.'  "' 

General  Force  reported  the  following: 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  ( 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  6,  1S77.  ^ 

Colonel  L.  M.  D.wton, 

Recording  Sec.reta yy. 
As  there  will  be  no  opportunity  of  reporting  to  the  Society,  I  beg   leave   to 
report  to  you  mv  action  as  committee  to  respond  to  General  Grant's  greeting 
to  the  Society. 

Governor  Marshall  kindly  went  with  me  to  the  telegraph  office  and  advised 
with  n)e.  General  Sherman,  President  of  the  Society,  being  absent,  it  could 
not  be  signed  by  him  or  sent  in  his  name,  and  there  being  no  other  appro- 
priate signature,  it  was  sent  as  the  direct  salute  of  the  Society',  in  the  following 
words; 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  C,  1811/ . 
"To  General  Grant, 

Dunrobin  Castle,  Scothuid: 
The  .\rinv  of  the  Tennessee  sends  greeting  to  its  first  commander." 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

M,  F.  Force, 

Committee. 
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CEREMONIES. 

It  is  due  to  the  Citizens  Committee  and  citizens  of  vSt.  Paul, 
that  an  account  should  be  "^iven  of  their  entertainment  given  the 
Society,  by  the  trip  to  Minneapolis.  After  the  adjournment  of 
the  business  meeting  of  the  Society  on  the  6th  instant,  the  mem- 
bers assembled  at  the  Metropolitan  Hotel,  were  received  and 
escorted  by  the  citizens  committee  to  the  depot,  taking  a  train 
speciallv  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  at  11  o'clock  proceeded 
on  the  excursion.  At  the  Falls  of  Minnehaha  a  stop  of  some  half 
an  hour  was  made,  and  another  of  about  the  same  duration  at 
Fort  Snelling,  from  which  we  had  a  view  of  the  Wisconsin  river 
and  valley  for  many  miles  in  extent,  the  Mississippi  and  adjoining 
hills,  which  certainly  is  a  scene  grand  and  beautiful.  Embarking 
on  the  train  again  a  few  minutes  ride  took  the  party  to  the  grounds 
of  the  State  Fair  and  .Stock  Breeders  Association,  their  annual  fair 
being  in  progress,  and  at  the  rooms  of  the  ofticers  were  received 
and  welcomed  by  Mr.  King,  the  President  of  the  association,  in  a 
very  happy  and  courteous  speech.  The  citizens  desiring  to  hear 
from  some  of  our  Society,  they  called  on  General  Bane,  General 
Gresham  and  Colonel  Stone,  who  in  succession  responded  in  short 
remarks  appropriate  to  the  welcome  and  attention  we  were 
receiving.  After  an  hour's  observation  of  the  fair  we  proceeded 
to  Minneapolis,  where  we  availed  ourselves  of  the  hospitalities  of 
this  changing  and  growing  city,  doing  full  justice  to  a  most  excel- 
lent dinner  provided  by  the  citizens. 

The  return  to  St.  Paul  was  pleasant,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the 
entire  partv  was  thoroughly  gratified  with  the  day's  excursion, 
and  make  full  acknowledgement  of  appreciation. 
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BANQLJET. 

This  special  feature  of  all  our  reunions  lianspired  at  the 
Metropolitan  Hotel  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  instant.  At  9 
o'clock  the  Society  and  guests  entered  the  dining-room,  and  were 
seated  at  four  tables,  across  the  upper  end  of  the  hall  being  a  fifth, 
at  which  sat  General  Gresham,  General  Terry,  Governor  Pillsbury, 
Ex-Governor  Davis,  Colonel  tStone,  General  Chetlain,  Colonel 
Reynolds  and  other  distinguished  gentlemen. 

General  Gresham  presiding  announced  the  eleventh  annual 
banquet,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee  invited  the 
hearty  participation  of  all  present.  The  dinner  being  thoroughly 
discussed,  during  w^hich  the  band  discoursed  most  excellent  music. 
General  Gresham  rising  announced, 

First  Toast:— "77/^  Old  Flag^ 

Response  bv  General  Chetlain. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Society: — We  all 
love  the  old  flag — the  flag  of  our  country — the  emblem  of  liberty. 
Prompted  by  that  love  we  all  have  made  sacrifices  for  it.  The 
sacrifices  w' e  made  to  aNenge  its  insults — to  vindicate  its  honor — to 
save  the  life  of  this  republic,  is  a  clear  proof  of  that  love.  The 
greater  the  sacrifices  made,  the  greater  will  be  the  love. 

As  the  fond  mother  with  her  little  ones  about  her,  sees  one  puny 
or  sickly,  or  bestows  on  it  unceasing  care  by  day,  or  watching  b}^ 
night  through  long  weary  years,  becomes  seriously  more  attached 
to  it  than  to  the  rest;  so,  all  of  us  who  have  passed  through  the 
terrible  ordeal  of  the  late  war,  marching  in  storm,  and  heat,  and 
cold,  on  the  field  of  battle,  when  death  and  destruction  was  on 
every  hand,  when  our  comrades  fell  by  our  side,  ever  will,  on 
account  of  these  never-to-be-forgotten  experiences,  have  our  love 
for  the  old  flag  intensified.  I  believe  that  that  love  will  increase 
with  every  passing  year,  until  we  close  our  career  on  earth. 

For  nearly  one  hundred  years  that  old  flag  waved  over  a  united 
and    prosperous   nation.     Its   insults    were   always   avenged,    and 
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t<)-(l;i\'  it  is  respectetl  hy  all  nations  and  peoples,  and  everywhere 
is  a  sui'c  protection  to  every  American  who  stands  nnder  its  broad 
folds. 

I  sometimes  ha.ve  misgivings  as  to  the  future  of  this  republic. 
There  are  grave  questions  arising  that  have  to  do  with  the  veiy 
foundation  principles  of  our  national  fabric,  that  may  perhaps 
prove  its  destruction,  and  our  noble  republic  be  nimibered  with 
those  that  have  lived  and  died.  Then  the  thought  comes  that 
possibly  our  future  may  be  as  our  past,  and  that  when  the  ordeal 
shall  come,  the  great  heart  of  the  nation  W'ill  be  found  to  be  true 
and  loyal — the  nation  be  saved,  and  our  young  institutions  be 
perpetuated  for  centuries  to  come. 

In  our  own  land  we  see  the  old  flag  every^vhere — on  our  ship- 
ping :.nd  public  buildings,  on  our  streets  and  in  our  honif  s,  and 
the  sight  of  it  inspires,  natural  enough,  no  unusual  emotions. 
Were  we  to  see  it  in  some  far-oft'land,  it  would  be  different. 

Many  years  ago,  in  my  \\anderings,  I  found  m}self  on  a  steamer 
anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Naples,  the  dense  fog  preventing  our 
entrance  into  port.  Standing  on  deck  and  peering  through  the 
mist  to  get  if  possible  a  sight  of  Naples  and  its  beautiful  surround- 
ings, a  rift  in  the  fog  disclosed  the  old  flag  born  by  a  man-of-w^ar. 
Excitedly  I  turned  to  my  traveling  companion,  the  tears  starting 
to  my  eyes,  and  pointing  to  it  said:  see  our  flag.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  emotions  I  then  experienced.  I  felt  in  my  heart  that 
though  a  wanderer  far  from  country,  homes  and  friends,  I  had  in 
that  old  flag  a  protector.  Then,  dear  old  flag,  "  long  may  you  wave 
over  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave," — wave — not 
as  in  years  gone  by,  over  a  nation  part  free  and  part  slave,  but  over 
a  land  wholly  and  gloriously  free. 

Music  by  Prof.  Leiu: — Sono. 

Second  Toast: — ^' The  President'" 

Music  by  the  Band: — ''Hail  to  the  Chief T 

Response  by  General  W.  R.  Marspiai.l. 

Before  speaking  to  the  sentiment  proper  of  the  toast,  1  take 
occasion  to  thank  our  comrades  from  other  States  for  the  honor 
they  have  done  to  our  city  and  State,  and  the  pleasure  they  have 
given  us  by  meeting  here. 

Our  city  is  so  remote  from  the  great  centers  of  population  from 
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which  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee  was  mainly  drawn,  that  it  was 
asking  much  to  have  a  reunion  here,  we  know  that  it  has  been  at 
a  sacrifice  of  time  and  money  that  members  have  come  so  far.  As 
a  member  residing  here,  and  on  behalf  of  the  State  and  its  Capital 
city,  I  thank  you,  one  and  all,  for  your  generous  visit,  which  we 
so  highly  enjoy. 

The  sentiment  to  the  President,  is  I  suppose,  a  somewhat  formal 
one,  and  my  duty  might  be  discharged  in  formal  words.  But  I 
remember  that  for  eight  years  at  our  recurring  festivals  this  toast 
has  had  a  more  than  formal  meaning.  It  applied  to  the  illustrious 
man  who,  as  the  first  leader  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  won, 
with  that  war,  imperishable  renown.  During  these  eight  years 
past,  the  toast  to  the  President  has  awakened  at  our  banquets 
enthusiams,  born  of  the  love  that  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  bore 
to  its  old  commander.  Now,  another  soldier,  less  illustrious — not 
less  dutiful  where  fortune  placed  him — fills  the  high  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States.  This  toast  is  our  fitting  token  of 
respect  both  to  the  exalted  station,  and  to  the  soldier-statesman 
who  so  worthily  fills  it. 

We  all  remember  how  our  old  commander,  in  his  last  message 
to  Congress — his  farewell  message — spoke  with  modest  self-de- 
preciation— almost  with  sadness — of  his  want  of  civil  training  and 
experience,  when  he  entered  on  the  great  responsibility  of  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  nation.  His  successor  has  brought  to  the  ofhce, 
in  this  respect,  a  more  favorable  experience.  He  had  been  l)red 
to  the  profession  of  civil  law.  He  had  occupied  a  seat  in  the 
National  Congress  where  he  became  familiar  with  public  affairs. 
Three  times  he  was  called  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  imperial 
State  of  Ohio. 

In  all  these  he  had  an  invaluable  preparation  for  the  duties  of 
his  present  high  position. 

How  well  he  has  met  the  responsibilities  of  the  high  station,  let 
the  concurrent  voice  of  men  of  all  parties  and  men  of  all  sections 
of  this  country  answer.  From  the  hardy,  liberty-loving  sons  of 
the  rocky  hills  of  New  England,  and  from  the  fervid,  impulsive, 
generous  men  of  the  South  alike,  he  is  greeted  with  hearty  com- 
mendations of  his  course. 

God  speed  him  in  the  great  and  good  work  of  purifying  the 
Government  civil  service,  and  of  uniting  the  jDeople  and  healing 
all  the  wounds  of  the  ■war. 
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Third  Toast: — •' To  the  memory  of  General  McPhersony 
Music  by  the  Band:— ••/^/rog." 
Response  by  General  Hickexlooper. 

Comrades  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee:— Again  we  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  together  for 
the  purpose  of  reviving  and  perpetuating  the  many  friendships 
formed  amidst  scenes  of  strife  and  danger,  and  of  joining  together 
in  refreshing  and  brightening  the  recollections  of  the  past.  And 
yet,  amidst  all  these  scenes  of  enjovment,  our  thoughts  are  sad- 
dened by  the  recollection  that  many  of  our  former  comrades  are 
not  with  us  here  to-night.  We  miss  Rawlins,  Ransom,  Crocker, 
Giles  Smith  and  a  host  of  other  kindred  spirits,  but  as  memory 
recalls  the  list  we  dwell  with  especial  feelings  of  sadness  over  the 
name  of  one  whose  remains  now  lie  beneath  the  green  sod  of  the 
old  homestead  at  Clvde.  His  voice  is  hushed  in  the  silence  of  a 
soldier's  grave,  and  his  kindlv  greeting  can  never  more  be  heard 
on  earth  again. 

Though  young  in  years  he  was  old  in  wisdom.  Actuated  bv  a 
true  and  lofty  patriotism  which  yielded  at  all  times  equal  credit  for 
part  performed,  he  enshrined  himself  in  the  hearts  of  his  soldiers 
as  no  other  commander  ever  did  before.  His  generosity  knew  no 
bounds,  and  his  lovino-  kindness  no  restraint.  Though  he  could 
boast  of  no  long  line  of  ancestry,  he  possessed  that  highest  of  all 
titles  to  nobility,  which  comes  from  a  consciousness  of  duty  well 
performetl.  Though  ever  subordinate,  he  was  no  sycophant  to 
those  in  power;  the  high  and  low,  the  rich  and  poor  invariably 
received  the  same  respectful  consideration.  Though  McPherson 
is  no  more,  he  still  lives — the  idol  of  his  army,  the  pride  of  a 
nation. 

So,  comrades,  I  will  ask  you  to  till  ^■our  goblets  full,  and  standing 
with  me  in  tearful  sadness  and  in  silence,  drink  to  the  memory  of 
him  who  has  only  gone  before.  And  let  us  so  live  and  emulate 
his  example  that 

"  When  sounds  the  last  assembly, 
And  the  guard  has  gone  his  round 
We  mav  pitch  our  tents  together 
On  some  happier  camping-ground." 
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Fourth  Toast: — "-The  State  of  M'nincsota." 
Music,  Song: — ''Rally  arouiid  t/iejta.o-y 
Response  by  Ex-Governor  C.  K.  Davis. 

The  people  of  this  vState  have  looked  forvvartl  to  this  meeting 
with  marked  interest,  for  reasons  apparent  upon  the  slightest 
reflection.  The  source  of  that  great  stream  along  whose  valleys 
and  tributaries  the  resistless  march  of  conquest  was  made,  until 
the  sea  was  met,  is  embosomed  in  Minnesota.  Within  gunshot  of 
where  we  are  to-night,  is  the  extremitv  of  the  artery  whose  pulsa- 
tions sustain  the  life  of  the  West.  The  fact  that  the  Northern 
armies  bore  the  names  of  the  rivers  of  the  country,  was  the  pro- 
found, though  perhaps  unconscious,  recognition  that  these  rivers 
are  the  executive  agencies  of  that  providential  flat,  which  ]mc- 
destined  the  territory  through  which  they  flow  to  be  one  nation, 
solid,  indivisible,  and  let  us  hope  perpetual.  And  so  the  tide  of 
conquest  flowed  in  river  lieds,  and  those  names  have  made  the 
memory  of  vanished  armies  as  everlasting  as  the  streams  them- 
selves. 

No  State  had  a  larger  stake  than  Minnesota  in  the  contest  of 
which  the  victories  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  were  the  result. 
No  State  will  render  greater  honor  to  that  army  in  word,  deed 
and  intention.  No  State  was  so  dependent  upon  the  free  and 
unvexed  use  of  the  river,  which  flows  from  where  Arctic  frost 
manacles  it  for  half  the  year,  through  .States  more  teiiiperate, 
through  ti"opical  States  of  perennial  verdure,  to  meet  that  oceanic 
stream  flowing  through  the  gulf,  along  the  coast,  across  the 
Atlantic,  so  strong  and  so  certain  that  its  natural  force  will  drift 
oiu'  products,  started  from  this  very  place,  to  the  shores  of  the  old 
world  itself. 

vSo  well  were  our  people  convinced  of  this,  that  few  as  we  then 
were,  poor  in  resources,  engaged  in  that  most  arduous  double  duty 
of  creating  a  new  State,  and  at  the  same  time  subjecting  an 
untouched  soil  to  the  demands  of  subsistence,  with  an  Indian  war 
of  our  own  at  our  doors,  which  alone  would  have  taxed  the 
courage  and  strength  of  a  stronger  commonwealth,  we  allowed 
none  of  these  to  weaken  our  convictions  of  what  was  due  from 
us,  and  sent  our  proportionate  thousands  South,  to  secure  that, 
without  which  we  were  poor  indeed. 

I  tempt  no  invidious  challenge  then    in    sa\ing,   that    \()u    could 
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meet  in  no  more  appropi'iate  place  than  here  at  the  capital  of  a 
State  for  which  you  did  so  much,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  feel — 
permanently  feel — that  your  welcome  has  been  most  heartfelt. 
Great  armies,  when  \ictorious,  are  in  the  judgment  of  history 
greater  than  their  chieftains,  just  as  nations  are  ever  greater  than 
their  rulers.  It  is  simply  the  difference  between  individual  great- 
ness and  aggregated,  consolidated  greatness.  This  distinction 
belongs  pre-eminently  to  the  army  whose  officers  we  were.  In 
all  its  ranks  there  was  not  one  mercenary.  I  do  not  believe  that 
history  can  afford  a  parallel  to  that  impassioned  love  of  country, 
that  determination  to  preserve  it,  that  recognition  of  dutv  to  pos- 
terity and  the  human  race,  involved  in  being  the  exponent  of  the 
principles  of  self-government,  which  animated,  inspired,  and  made 
invincil)le  these  vast  detachments  of  the  hosts  of  freedom.  The 
army  of  Cromwell  was  marred  hy  religious  cant.  The  armies  of 
the  first  French  republic  were  maddened  bacchanals,  who  turned 
their  goddess  into  a  sorceress  and  then  burned  her  with  fire — 
but  this  host  bore  the  fair  form  of  Liberty  with  unpolluted  hands 
and  restored  her  to  her  shrine,  more  beautiful  and  worshipful  than 
she  was  before.  It  was  no  barbaric  lust  of  conquest  which  lured 
southward  these  Northern  men  to  sunnier  and  more  luxurious 
climes  than  they  knew  at  home.  At  their  head,  commanding 
their  commanders,  marched  the  august  powers  of  civilization, 
constitutional  liberty  ;:nd  perpetual  union,  as  glorious,  beautiful 
and  significant  as  the  cross  which  the  Almighty  reared  in  the 
sky  before  the  hosts  of  Constantine.  For  these  alone  they  left 
the  sweet  endearments  of  hoiiic;  for  these  alone  they  sequestered 
themselves  from  all  that  makes  life  dear;  for  these  alone  they 
dedicated  themselves  to  intolerable  toils,  to  bloody  battles,  and 
left  their  m\'riads  entrenched  in  the  awl'u)  ranks  of  death — whom 
no  battle  music  will  ever  awake  again,  or  charge  of  hostile  armies 
I)rcak,  where  they  lie  in  everlasting  bivouac,  until  land  aiul  sea 
give  up  their  dead.  It  was  for  these  that  they  compassed  with 
the  radius  of  war  that  glorious  arc  (jf  conquest  from  Vicksburg 
to  the  Potomac,  and  disbanded  only  when  they  saw  the  nation 
saved. 

This  army  returned  to  civ  il  life  as  peacefulh  as  a  purifying  storm 
gives  way  to  a  serene  and  peaceful  day — day  giving  splendor  to 
the  departing  storm — the  storm  giving  splendor  to  ascendant 
day.     It  was  constructive  statesmanship  in  arms,  and  war  did  not 
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demoralize  it.  Its  duty  done,  no  thirst  for  military  glory  made 
it  long  for  its  own  continuance.  Its  members  recruited  the  hosfes 
of  peace  and  strove  zealously  to  restore  the  wasted  resources,  and 
better  still,  to  restore  the  alienated  affections  of  the  people.  And 
now  that  the  end  is  reached,  when  battlefields  have  been  healed 
"  with  tlie  sweet  oblivion  of  flowers,"  when  hearts  have  ceased 
to  bleed,  when  the  mists  of  passion  are  being  chased  awav,  when 
every  man  stands  free  before  his  fellow  men,  it  is  meet  that  this 
armv  should  visit  the  State  it  helped  to  save,  and  that  those  States 
should  welcome  its  presence  as  Minnesota  docs  to-night. 

There  was  a  call  for  Governor  Pillsburv,  who  merely  acknowl- 
edged the  compliment  with  his  thanks.  Governor  Ramsey  was 
also  called  for  but  did  not  respond  further  than  to  express  his 
gratification  and  thanks. 

Fifth  Toast  : — '•  The  Armv  and  Navy^'' 

Response  by  General  A.  H.  Terry. 

At  considerable  length  General  Terry  paid  tribute  to  the  army 
and  navy,  speaking  of  the  character  and  efliciency  of  both  in  war 
and  in  peace.  To  individual  officers  he  gave  marked  compliment, 
and  his  remarks  were  listened  to    with    interest   and   appreciation 

Sixth  Toast: — '■Our   Vohititeersy 

Music,  Song  by  Prof  Liei?: — '*  Our  Soldier  Boys." 

Response  by  General  W.  W,  Belknap. 

Gentlemen  ok  the  Society: — It  is  with  real  pleasin-e  that  I 
respond,  brieflv,  to  this  most  appropriate  sentiment — first  gi\ing 
expression  to  my  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  St  Paul  and  Minneapolis 
for  their  boundless  hospitality.  Twelve  years  have  passed  since 
the  war.  and  at  this,  our  eleventh  reunion,  here,  far  in  the  North, 
near  the  borders  of  a  colder  climate,  we  are  welcomed  in  these 
twin  cities  with  a  warmth  of  feeling  which  is  born  of  genuine 
friendship.  Our  volunteers  deserve  our  loving  regard,  for  we  re- 
member when  they  fell  into  ranks  at  their  country's  call  by 
thousands.  They  have  our  sincere  respect,  for  they  did  their  duty 
manfully  and  well.  Those  of  them  who  fell  in  the  forest,  on  the 
plain  and  on  the  mountain  side,  and  everywhere  throughout  the 
whole  broad  South  where  their  march  was  made,  have  left  mem- 
ories with  us  which  can  never  fade.     The  world  can  never  know 
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their  worth  as  we  know  it,  for  we  saw  them  in  the  midst  of  danger 
and  of  death.  Among  them  none  were  more  gallant  than  the 
men  of  Minnesota.  We  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  all  remem- 
ber how  promptly  they  came  to  the  front,  how  brave  and  trusty, 
how  true  and  faithful  were  her  heroic  sons.  Among  all  the 
organizations  which  the  war  produced,  none  did  greater  service, 
in  my  judgment,  than  a  battery  attached  to  mv  command,  which 
bore  the  stamp  and  banner  of  this  brave  young  State.  Before 
Atlanta,  and  afterwards,  it  was  with  the  brigade  which  1  had  the 
honor  to  command,  and  the  enemy's  men  will  tell  you  that  in  that 
destructive  campaign,  during  the  eighty  days  in  which  they  were 
under  fire  at  Atlanta,  the  sounds  of  no  guns  were  so  dreaded  when 
they  opened,  and  more  applauded  when  they  ceased,  than  those 
saucy  black  little  Rodmans  of  the  First  Minnesota,  commanded  by 
Captain  Hurter,  a  citizen  of  St.  Paul;  and  were  we  there  to-day, 
the  scarred  sides  of  Kenesaw,  the  ground  of  that  fearful  cannonad- 
ing at  Nickajack,  and  the  woods  and  fields  through  which  crashed 
shot  and  shell  in  the  actions  of  July  21st,  22nd  and  2Sth,  1S64, 
would,  in  the  marks  upon  them,  tell  to  us  the  story  of  the  gallan- 
try of  that  battery's  brave  men. 

There  is  another  reason  why  this  kind  reception  is  grateful  to 
us.  As  the  years  move  on  it  might  seem  that  time  had  dimmed 
our  military  memories,  and  made  us  thoughtless  as  to  the  past  and 
as  to  the  volunteer  comrades  of  our  army  life.  The  reunion  here, 
made  so  attractive  by  the  people  of  St.  Paul,  gives  us  an  oppor- 
tunitv  to  show  to  them  and  to  the  world  how  firm  is  the  tie  which 
binds  together  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  In  the 
business  of  life  some  have  prospered  and  some  have  failed.  To 
some  has  been  given  fullness  of  joy;  to  some  the  cup  of  sorrow. 
Around  some  have  gathered,  through  all  these  years,  the  sur- 
roundings which  made  a  lengthening  life  happy,  while  others 
have  been  dropped  from  our  muster-roll  forever.  But  among  all 
these  varying  changes,  the  friendship  of  the  men  of  the  army  is 
so  true,  the  bond  that  holds  them  is  so  strong,  that  the  soldierlv 
attachment  born  amid  dangers  and  growing  with  years  is  abiding 
and  can  never  fail.  Trouble  may  come,  and  the  vicissitudes  of 
life  mav  bring  disaster,  but  those  who  have  been  side  bv  side  amid 
the  fire  of  battle  are  bound  together  by  a  confiding  devotion  which 
no  blow  can  break.  Some  hearts  are  true,  some  afl'ections  are 
lasting,   and  some  friendships  never  fail,      Proud   are    we,  fellow- 
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citizens  of  Minnesota,  that  in  our  country's  time  of  trial  we  were 
in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee    with    your    and    "our   vohmteers." 

Seventh  Toast: — ''■Our  Dead!''' 

Music,  vSong  by  Prof.  Leib:— ''0//r  Boys;  they  are  sleeping  — 
sxveet/y  sleeping."" 

Response  by  General  B.  .Spooner. 

Mr.  President: — The  language  of  the  toast  just  read,  can,  it 
seems  to  me,  admit  of  but  one  construction — By  '"our  dead''  we 
mean  the  union  dead  and  not  the  rebel  dead. 

When  we  sav  "our  dead,"  we  refer  alone  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
grand  old  union  army  who  died  while  defending  the  old  flag,  or 
who,  having  fought  the  good  fight,  returned  to  their  homes  after 
the  last  battle  was  fought  and  the  last  victory  won,  and  passed 
from  among  us  to  join  their  comrades  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river. 

Once  a  year,  on  a  given  day,  we  join  each  other  in  the  beautiful 
and  solemn  cercmonv  of  decorating  the  graves  of  "  our  dead."' 

I  had  not  learned  until  since  mv  arrival  in  the  beautiful  city  of 
St.  Paul,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  survivors  of  the  union  army, 
and  all  others  who  were  loyal  to  the  flag  during  the  war,  to 
decorate  the  graves  of  the  rebel  dead  as  well  as  the  graves  of  tlie 
union  dead. 

If  we  decorate  the  graves  of  "-our  dead'''  simply  because  they 
were  brave  men,  then,  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  other  man  to  decorate 
the  graves  of  the  "rebel  dead"  for  lliey  were  brave  men   also. 

15ut  we  strew  the  choicest  flowers  upon  the  grave  of  the  "union 
soldier,"  not  simply  because  he  was  dravc,  but  because  he  fought 
to  maintain  the  Union,  whose  utter  destruction  was  sought  by  the 
most  monstrous  rebellion  the  world  ever  witnessed;  and  we  love 
and  revere  the  memory  of  "our  dead,"  because  they  fought  on  the 
side  of  their  country,  and  in  lichalf  of  a  higher  liberty  than  any 
people  ever  before  enjoyed. 

From  this  stand-point,  I  beg  leave  to  protest  that  it  is  not  my 
dut\-  to  decorate  alike  the  graves  of  the  "imion"  and  the  "rebel" 
dead — I  speak  only  for  myself  and  not  for  another. 

1  am  brim-full  of  loving  kindness  and  love  every  body  more  or 
less — some  more  and  some  a  gvod  deal  less.  I  remember  the 
Bible  injunction.  "  that  thou  shalt   love   th}-    neighbor   as    thyself," 
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and  in  theory  I  subscribe  to  it  cheerfully.  To  carry  it  out  in 
practice,  would  not  always  do  so  well.  If  I  should  love  my  neigh- 
bor's wife  as  well  as  I  do  myself,  I  suspect  there  would  be  an 
^^  oiipleasantiiess''  in  at  least  two  families,  if  the  whole  neighbor- 
hood did  not  take  part,  more  or  less,  in  the  scandal. 

So,  while  I  love  my  Southern  brethren,  I  am  not  bound  to  love 
them  as  I  do  myself,  nor  can  I  be  expected  to  love  the  cause  for 
which  thev  fought,  as  I  do  the  cause  for  \vhich  the  //Jiioii  sotdicr 
fought. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  general  decoration  of  the  graves  of 
those  who  fought  for.,  and  those  who  fought  against  the  great 
rebellion,  would  bring  al)out  a  complete  reconciliation  l)etween 
the  survivors  of  the  great  conflict. 

I  am  informed,  and  verily  believe,  that  the  Bible  teaches  that 
there  can  be  no  reconciliation  between  God  and  man  —  man  l)eing 
a  sinner  ab  initio.,  until  man  humbles  himself,  confesses  his  liability, 
and  in  good  faith,  not  only  asks  forgiveness,  but  promises  to  sin 
no  more. 

When  our  Southern  brethren  will  even  admit  that  they  were 
wrong,  when  they  fought  to  destroy  the  Union,  and  that  they  are 
heartily  sorry  for  what  thev  did,  and  that  thev  will  keep  true  step 
to  the  music  of  the  Union  in  the  years  to  come,  then,  I  will  kill 
the  fatted  calf,  and  meet  them  more  than  half  wav,  and  \\  ith  \w\ 
siuvival  arm,  will  go  with  my  erring  brother  to  the  altar  of  our 
common  country,  and  on  my  knees  join  with  him  in  an  oath  of 
unqualified  fealty  to  the  old  flag. 

But  I  am  not  much  inclined  to  run  out  in  a  spirit  of  reconcilia- 
tion toward  a  rebel  who  fought  for  the  confederate  cause,  and  who 
still  swears  that  he  was  rigJit^  for  if  he  was  right,  the  union  soklier 
was  ivroitg:  '' Our  dead,''  could  they  do  so,  would  cr\-  out  tVom 
their  lonely  graves  against  such  a  concession  or  proposition. 

To  me  their  memory  is  sacred,  and  I  will  never  suriender  the 
cause  in  which  they  so  gloriouslv   fought. 

"Our  dead'' — They  sleep  a  quiet,  peaceful,  glorious  sleep. 

•'  For  so  sleep  the  /oyni  dead 

Who  sink  to  rest. 

With  all  their  coiintr\''s  wishes  l)!est." 

Ei(;HTrr  Toast: — '■'■The  Arj/v  of  the  Cu>/il>rr/aud.'' 

Ml'Sic  by  the  Band. 

Response  bv  Colonel  J.  C.  Stone. 
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Ninth  Toast: — "  To  the  yneinory  of  Gei/ei'al  Tlioinasr 
Music  by  the  Band: — "Dirges 
Response  bv  General  Force. 

I  once  lieard  a  judge,  charging-  a  jury,  say  to  them:  -'There  is 
a  great  deal  of  human  nature  in  mankind  "'  Perhaps  it  was  this 
streak  of  human  nature  that  made  the  soldiers  in  the  late  war  hold 
their  regiment  the  best  regiment;  their  brigade,  division,  corps  and 
army  the  best  brigade,  division,  corps  and  army  in  the  service. 
The  A]"m\-  of  the  Tennessee  was  certainly  saturated  with  the  faith 
that  it  was  the  greatest  army  that  ever  trod  the  earth.  But  out- 
side of  its  own  organization,  the  body  which  it  rated  nearest  and 
highest  was  the  Armv  of  the  Cumberland,  and  the  man  it  chiefly 
loved  and  honored^was  (ieneral  Thomas. 

Who  of  us  has  not  watched  his  noble  and  benignant  face,  and 
glowed  with  warm  and  respectful  homage  as  we  watched?  When 
did  we  ever  flag  in  tracing  his  marches  and  studying  his  battles. 
At  this  late  hour,  now  past  midnight,  it  would  be  ungracious  to 
attempt  to  narrate  his  exploits.  Indeed,  such  a  narrative  would 
be  needless  in  this  presence;  and,  moreover,  the  deep  impression 
made  by  Thomas  was  due  to  his  personal  character  even  more 
than  to  his  achievements. 

His  armv  loved  him;  idolized  him.  They  love  and  idolize  his 
memorv  now.  Simple,  kind,  modest,  pure  as  rectitude  itself; 
clear,  strong,  persistent:  roused  and  kindled,  l)ut  never  perturbed 
by  dirticulties;  stalwart  chieftain,  grand  man.  We  of  the  Tennes- 
see listen  with  friendlv  svmpathy  while  our  brothers  of  the  Cum- 
berland fondlv  call  him  "  Pap  Thomas,"  "  Rock  of  Chickamauga," 
"Noblest  Roman  of  them  all.'' 

Tenth  Toast: — '•The  Army  of  the  Poto^iiac!''' 

Music  by  the  Band: — '■•Dlxcyr 

Response  by  Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton. 

Comrades  of  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee: — Vou  will  per- 
mit me  to  proceed  without  excuses  or  apologies  for  short-comings 
in  this  response — as  I  know  you  would  have  it  as  well  done  as 
could  be — and  look  to  the  Committee  on  Toasts  for  all  amends. 

There  is  a  keeping  of  affairs  always,  and  the  committee  must 
have  had  that  idea  brio-htlv  in  view  when  making  their   selection, 
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for  at  this  time  of  night,  on  sucli  an  occasion,  hut  httlc  is  expected, 
and  not  much  could  have  heen  looked  for,  when  it  is  considered 
that  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  dut}'  assigned  me,  till  I  came  to 
your  table  and  read  vour  list  of  toasts. 

Given  an  even  quantitv  of  time,  and  perhaps  I  might  have 
accomplished  as  reasonably  fair  an  impromptu  speech  as  many  do 
who  forget  a  part,  pull  their  manuscript  from  their  coat-pocket. 
Now  I  have  no  recourse — it  must  not  be  a  square  liack  down, 
therefore  I  can  accept  it  only  as  a  cold-blooded  duty.  Certainly 
the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Potomac  deserves  greater  consideration 
and  an  abler  voice  to  sound  here  its  well- deserved  praises,  how- 
ever, the  committee  will  do  the  fair  thing  and  apologize. 

That  vou  may  know  more  of  the  kindly  feeling  of  the  men  of 
that  army  toward  the  men  of  our  own,  I  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  at  every  reunion  we  have  had,  its  officers  have  greeted 
us  in  good  fellowship,  and  with  generous  hearts  and  willing  hands 
have  assisted  our  committees  most  manfully  to  give  zest  to  our 
entertainments.  The  social  feeling  between  the  men  of  the  two 
armies  is  of  the  best,  and  when  opportunities  offer,  I  know  you 
will  reciprocate  the  courtesies.. 

Of  the  accomplishments  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  I  need  not 
speak,  they  are  already  familiar — the  eloquent  gentlemen  preced- 
ing me.  Governor  Davis  and  General  Terry,  have  each  spoken  in 
fitting  terms  General  Mead,  its  last  commander,  perfect  type  of 
man  and  thorough  soldier,  stamped  his  character  upon  it,  as  did 
his  prototype,  General  Thomas,  upon  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land— and  all  just  said  of  the  one  so  beautifully  by  General  Force, 
could  equally  apply  to  the  other — and  when  his  work  was  done 
here,  fit  companions  tliev  have  gone  to  the  higher  command. 

Oiu^  own  cherished  commander.  General  Grant,  following  the 
surrender  to  him  of  the  rebel  forces  at  Appomattox,  paid  as  high  a 
tribute  in  his  dispatches  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  could  be 
made  by  a  commander  for  his  forces.  But  greater  than  all,  the 
Armv  of  the  Potomac  wrote  its  own  record,  a  history  by  itself,  and 
while  we  are  justly  proud  of  our  own  success,  and  sing  the  praises 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  we  can  do  ourselves  no  greater 
honor,  than  by  holding  out  in  bright  light,  the  fame  and  achieve- 
ments of  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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Eleventh  Toast: — '■"The  Army  of  the  Ja)ncs'^ 

Music  by  the  Band: — "-JoIdi  Broxvii^  etc'' 

Response  hy  Captain  R.  P.  Hughes. 

He  engaged  the  attention  of  the  party  for  some  minntes  in 
appropriate  remarks. 

Twelfth  Toast: — "  Sweetlicarls  and    Wives' 

Music  bv  the  Band:—"  The  Girl  I  left  behiinl  we." 

Response  by  General  Mc  Arthur. 

]VIr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — It  is  unfortunate 
for  those  whom  this  toast  represents,  viz:  "  our  wives  and  sweet- 
hearts," that  some  one  more  favored  with  the  "gift  of  gab  "  than 
I  am  had  li'ot  been  selected  to  respond  to  it.  But  a  crusty  old 
fiachelor  near  by  suggests  that  to  drink  it  standing  and  in  silence 
would  not  be  inappropriate.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  think  it  cer- 
tainly deserves  a  more  honorable  place  in  our  programme  than  the 
one  it  occupies.  Just  why  the  usages  of  society  has  made  it  al- 
ways the  last  of  the  list  of  toasts  on  all  banqueting  occasions  is 
more  than  a  fellow  can  find  out — although,  thereon  might  hang  a 
tale — but  however  that  may  be,  I  think  it  ought  to  occupy  the  first 
place  on  all  social  occasions. 

"Our  wives  and  sweethearts!  "  Cut  us  ofl^"  from  the  enchanting 
music  of  their  "unruly  members  "  and  what  a  void  there  would  be, 
my  countrymen!  Yes,  I  believe  on  all  occasions  the}'  should 
occupy  the  seat  of  honor,  as  nature  designed  they  should,  and 
which  is  so  aptly  illustrated  by  Scotland's  Peasant  Bard  when 
describing  nature's  handiwork,  he  exclaimed: 

"  Her  prentice  hand  she  tried  on  man, 
And  then  she  made  tiie  lassies,  O!" 

Let  us  fill  our  glasses  then,  and  drink  to  the  health  of  oiu'  wives 
and  sweethearts.     God  bless  them!   We  all  love  them! 

The  response  of  General  McArthur  closing  the  regular  pro- 
<rramme,  there  was  still  a  desire  to  continue  the  enjoyment. 
Gentlemen  called  for  speeches  and  songs  from  the  many  present 
capable  to  respond,  and  they  cheerfully  did  so.  Among  them  were: 

Song,  bv  Surgeon  Duncan: —  ''Army  of  the  Tennessee,^'' 
M^usic, — "  Benny  Havens  0." 
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vSoNG,  by  Captain  Evp:rest: — '' March ii/g  t/irou^//  Georgia.'''' 

vSoNG,  by  Captain  Roper: — ''The  Szvord  of  Bui/kcr  Hill.'" 

Song,  by  Captain  Everp:st: — '■'Tramps  IVainp,  Tramp.,  ctcT 

Song,  by  Major  Farnham: — '•'Jolin  Troxvns  .Soul goes  March- 
ing on.^' 

Song,  by  Prof.   Leib: — '■'■The  Flag  of  our  Union.''' 

Song,  Chorus: — ''Auld  Lang  Syne.'" 

And  thus  another  hour  was  pleasantly  enjoyed,  when  General 
Gresham,  thanking  all  present  for  their  attendance,  their  courteous 
consideration  of  speakers  and  singers,  believing  it  was  as  enjoy- 
able as  any  past  dinner  of  our  Society,  and  hoping  we  would  meet 
at  the  next  and  coming  meetings,  formally  pronounced  the 
eleventh  reunion  and  banquet  adjourned. 
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COMMITTEES  OF  ARRANGEMENTvS. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
Badge: — Purple. 

General  J.  B.  Sanborn.  Chairman,         General  William  R.  Marshall, 
General  R.  W.Johnson,  Colonel  C.  A.  Morton, 

Major  T.  P.  WiLson,  Major  John  C.  Hamilton, 

Captain  II.  A.  Castle,  Surgeon  J.  II.  Murphy, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  William  Pt'itnder. 

INVITATION  AND  RECEPTION. 

Badge: — A^'avy  Blue. 

General  W.  R.  Marshall,  Chairman,     General  John  B.  Sanborn, 
General  II.  ]',.  Sibley,  General  II.  P.  Van  Cleve, 

General  J.  W.  Bishop,  Mayor  J.  T.  Maxfield, 

Dr.  J.  II.  Ste^yart. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 
Badge: — Cardinal  Red. 

Colonel  C.  A.  Morton,  Chairman,        P.  H.  Kelly, 
II.  M.  Rice,  J-  T.  Maxfield, 

M.  Auerbach,  General  John  T.  Averill, 

Colonel  C.  S.  Uline. 

BANQLTET  COMMITTEE. 
Badge: — Pink. 

Major  T.  P.  Wilson,  Chairman,  General  George  D.  Ruggles,  U.  S.  A. 

Colonel  Charles  McClure,  U.  S.  A.,     C.  W.  Mclntyre, 
Major  John  C.  Hamilton,  General  S.  P.  Jennison, 

TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE. 
B  A  DGE : — Brotvn . 

Major  y.  C.  Hamilton,  Chairman,  General  J.  W.  Bishop, 

Colonel  C.  W.  Griggs,  Captain  L.  B.  Church, 

Captain  J.  G.  Everest. 
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HALL  AND  DECORATIONS. 
Badge  : — Green. 
Lieut. -Col.  W.  Pt";under.  I'liaiiman.      Captain  E.  B.  Gibbs,  l'.  S.  A. 
NLijor  B.  F.  Wright. 


Major  G.  'V .  Browning, 


Major  J.  C.  Becht, 
J.J.  McCardy, 


R.  O.  Sweeney, 
W.  A.  Van  Sljke, 
Captain  J.  Mainzer. 


MUSIC  AND  PRINTING. 
B  A  DG  E : —  Lavender . 
Captain  H.  A.  Castle,  C/niir»uiH.  General  George  Sykes,  U.  S.  A. 

Colonel  IC.  W.  Smith,  U.  S.  A.,  Colonel  C.  A.  Morton, 

Captain  Albert  SchefFer,  Captain  T.  P.  Gere, 

Dr.  J.  H.  Murphy. 


lion.  J.  T.  Maxfield, 
Hon.  R.  R.  Nelson, 
Wm.  Dawson. 
Horace  Thompson, 
J.  P.  Farley, 
1).   A.  Monfort, 
lohn  A.  Stees, 
F.  WiUius. 
John  A.  Chandler, 
Cieorge  Culver, 
H.  H.  Timme. 
\Vm.  R.  Merriim, 
F.  C.  Palmer, 
A.  H.  Wilder, 
Wm  Lee, 
John  S.  Prince. 
John  T.  AveriU, 
^Vm.  A.  Culbertson, 
J    L.  Forepaugh, 
H.  Rogers, 
Conrad  Gotzian, 
Thomas  Grace, 
Richards  Gordon, 


CITIZENS'  COMMITTEE. 
B  A  DGE : —  Orange. 
John  M.  Gilman, 
W' .  L.  Batming, 
Morris  Lamprey, 
James  Smith,  Jr., 
Wescott  Wilkin, 
George  Benz, 
Wm.  Nettleton, 
Martin  Delaney, 
George  L.  Otis, 
H.  R.  Bigelow, 
Wm.  Lindeke, 

C.  D.  O'Brien, 
Christophel  Tuhlman 

D.  C.  Shepherd, 

E.  H.  Wood, 
Benjamin  Thom])son, 
CD.  Strong, 
Thomas  Cochran,  Jr., 
C.  P.  Noyes, 
W.  B.  Dean, 
George  L.  Becker, 
Henry  Hale, 
H.  M.  Stnythe, 
J.  A.  Wheelock. 


H.  P.  Hall, 
W.  L.  Wilson, 
H.  E.  Mann, 
Alvaron  Allen, 
True  S.  White, 
E.  F.  Drake, 
R.  Blakely, 
Edmund  Rice. 
Julius  Austrian, 
Herman  Trott, 
W.  .S.  Alexander, 
Frank  B.  Clark, 
A.  G.  Brisbine, 
Charles  E.  Smith, 
George  Palmes, 
J.  S.  Irgens, 
John  Swainson, 
G.   Hewitt, 
C.  C.  Berkman, 
John  Summers, 
Richard  Slater, 
John  A.  Hood, 
Hon.  II.  M.  Rice, 


To  the  local  committee  appointed  by  the  President,  and  the 
above  committees  duly  provided  l)y  it,  all  thanks  are  due  from  the 
Society,  and  especially  from  the  members  present,  for  the  com- 
plete and  perfect  manner  all  arrangements  for  our  entertainment 
were  provided. 
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DECORATIONS. 

The  Opera-house  was  specially  prepared  by  the  committee  for 
our  meetings  of  business  and  the  annual  address;  to  this  end  no 
labor  or  taste  was  spared. 

The  walls  of  the  upper  circle  were  festooned  with  evergreens; 
the  circle  railing  trimmed  with  flags  and  evergreens,  wreaths  sus- 
pended, and  the  panels  of  the  circle  were  filled  by  the  names  of 
Grant,  Sherman,  McPherson,  Howard,  Leggett,  Pope.  Smith, 
Logan,  Ord,  Blair,  Dodge,  Ransom,  Corse,  Gresham,  and  other 
distinguished  commanders  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  The 
lower  circle  and  columns  were  dressed  with  United  States  flags, 
and  the  stage  boxes  were  handsomely  festooned  with  evergreen 
and  flags.  The  stage  itself  was  appropriately  decorated  with 
handsome  designs:  a  large  canvas  spreading  across  the  rear  was 
artistically  painted,  representing  a  camp  scene.  Portraits  ot 
Generals  Rawlins,  Grant,  Sherman,  Blair,  McPherson,  Sheridan 
and  Logan  were  hung  upon  the  stage  boxes  and  around  the 
gallery. 

The  effect  of  this  decoration  entire,  when  seen  by  the  light  of 
the  evening  meeting,  was  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  elicited  many 
very  complimentary  remarks  from  the  large  audience. 

At  the  banquet  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  much  of  the  display 
of  the  opera-house  decoration  \vas  repeated.  The  pictures  ot 
Grant  and  Sherman  w^ere  placed  at  the  head  of  the  room,  and 
those  and  the  names  of  other  distinguished  Generals  arranged 
along  the  sides  of  the  roam.  There  was  a  profuse  display  of  flags 
and  evergreens.  The  table  designs  were  very  beautiful  and 
exquisite.     The  whole  elicited  much  admiration. 
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SONGS. 

No  small  part  of  the  interest  anrl  enjoyment  of  our  reunions  is 
that  of  music  and  songs  as  they  are  sung  by  many  in  our  rooms 
at  hotels  and  at  the  exercises.  Below  are,  therefore,  printed  what 
are  termed  army  songs,  that  all  may  know  them,  believing  the 
Society  will  accord  full  approval. 

TRAMP,  TRAMP,  TRAMP,  THE  BOYS  ARE  MARCHING. 

In  the  prison  cell  I  sit,  thinking,  mother  dear,  ot  you. 
And  the  bright  and  happj  days  now  gone  before, 

And  the  tears  thev  fill  my  eyes,  spite  of  all  that  I  can  do, 
'Tho  I  try  to  cheer  my  comrades  and  be  gay. 

Chorus. — Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  the  boys  are  marching, 
Cheer  up  comrades,  they  will  come. 

And  beneath  the  starry  flag  we  will  breathe  the  air  again, 
Of  the  free  land  in  our  own  beloved  homes. 

In  the  battle  front  we  stood,  when  their  fiercest  charge  they  made, 
And  they  swept  us  off,  a  hundred  men  or  more, 

But  before  they  reached  our  lines,  they  were  driven  back  dismayed, 
Tlien  we  heard  the  cry  of  victory  o'er  and  o'er. 

Chorus. — Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  etc. 

So  within  the  prison  cell,  we  are  waiting  for  the  dav 

That  shall  come  to  open  wide  the  iron  door, 
And  the  hollow  eye  grows  bright,  and  the  poor  heart  almost  gav, 

As  I  think  of  seeing  home  and  friends  once  more. 
Chorus. — Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  etc. 

THE    SWORD    OF   BUNKER    HILL. 

He  lay  upon  his  dying  bed,  his  eyes  were  growing  dim. 

When  with  a  feeble  voice  he  called  his  weeping  son  to  him, 

Weep  not,  my  boy,  the  vetran  said,  I  bow  to  Heaven's  high  will, 
But  quickly  from  yon  antlers  bring 

Chorus. — The  Sword  of  Bunker  Mill. 

But  quickly  from  yon  antlers  bring 
The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill. 


T  2/1  Proceedings  of  iJie  Society 

The  Sword  was  brought,  the  soldier's  eve  ht  with  a  sudden  flame, 

And  as  he  grasped  the  ancient  blade,  he  murmured  Warren's  name, 

Then  said,  mv  bo}-,  I  leave  you  gold,  but  what  is  richer  still, 
I  leave  vou,  mark  me,  mark  me  well. 

Chorus.— The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,  etc. 

It  was  on  that  dread,  immortal  day,  we  dared  the  Briton  band, 
A  captain  raised  that  blade  on  me,  I  tore  it  {"nnn  his  hand; 

And  while  the  glorious  battle  raged,  it  lightened  freedom's  will, 
For  bov,  the  God  of  Freedom  blessed 

Chorus. — The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,  etc. 

Oh  keep  that  sword,  his  accents  broke,  a  smile  and  he  was  dead; 

But  his  wrinkled  hand  still  grasped  the  blade  upon  that  dying  bed. 
The  son  remains,  the  Sword  remains,  its  glory  growing  still, 

And  twenty  millions  bless  the  Sire 

Chorus. — And  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,  etc. 

OLD   SHADY. 

Yah!  Yah!  Yah!  Come  laugh  wid  me, 

De  white  folks  say  old  Shady  am  free, 
I  'spec  de  year  of  ju  be-lee 

Am  a  coming,  am  a  coming, 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer, 
Den  away,  den  away,  for  I  am  going  home. 

Repeat. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer, 
Den  away,  den  away,  for  I  am  going  home 

Oh!  massa  got  scared,  and  so  did  his  lady, 

Dis  chile  break  for  old  Uncle  Aby, 
Open  the  door,  for  here's  old  Shady, 

A  coming,  a  coming, 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  iiere  no  longer,  etc. 

Good  bye  Mass.  Jei!".  good  bye,  Mass.  Stephens. 

'Scuse  dis  nigger  for  taking  his  leavins, 
I  'spec  by  and  by  you'll  see  Uncle  Abraham 

A  coming,  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 
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Good  by  hard  work  without  an\'  pav, 

I'se  going  up  North  where  de  white  folks  say, 
Dat  white  wheat  bread  and  a  dollar  a  day 
Am  a  coming,  am  a  coming. 
Hail  mighty  dav. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 

Get  up  old  Sambo  and  blow  de  hoi^n. 

Don't  you  see  de  dust  raising  ober  dt  corn, 
Dat's  Sherman's  Bummers  sura's  I'm  born 

A  coming,  a  coming, 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  liere  no  longer,  etc. 

Oh!  I'se  got  a  wife  and  a  nice  little  'naby. 
Way  lip  North  in  the  Lower  Canady, 
Won't  they  shout,  when  they  see  old  Shady 

A  coming,  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 

Oh!  here's  to  General  Grant,  de  brave  and  true, 

He  captured  Vicksburg  and  Richmond  too. 

He  made  de  rebels  think  the  very  devel  in  blue 

Was  a  coming,  was  a  coining, 

Hail  might}'  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 
SHERMAN'S  MARCH  TO  THE   SEA. 


Our  camp-fires  shown  bright  on  the  mountain 

That  frowned  on  the  river  below, 
As  we  stood  by  our  guns  in  the  morning, 

And  eagerly  watched  for  the  foe; 
When  a  rider  came  out  of  the  darkness 

That  hung  over  mountain  and  tree, 
And  shouted  "  Boys,  up  and  be  ready! 

For  Sherman  will  march  to  the  sea." 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song  of  our  chieftain. 
That  echoed  over  river  and  lea; 
And  the  stars  of  our  banners  ^hown  brighter 
When  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  eea. 
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Then  cheer  upon  cneer  for  bold  Sherman 

Went  up  from  each  valler  and  glen, 
And  the  bugles  re  echoed  the  music 

That  came  from  the  lips  of  the  men, 
For  we  knew  that  the  stars  in  our  banner 

More  bright  in  their  splendor  would  be. 
And  the  blessing  from  Northland  would  greet  us, 

When  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  sea. 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 

Then  forward,  boys!  forward  to  battle! 

We  marched  on  our  wearisome  way. 
We  stormed  the  wild  hills  of  Resacca — 

God  bless  those  who  fell  on  that  day! 
Then  Kenesaw  frowned  in  its  glory, 

Frowned  down  on  the  flag  of  the  free; 
But  the  East  and  the  West  bore  our  standard. 

And  Sherman  marched  on  to  the  sea. 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 

'■  Still  onward  we  pressed,  till  our  banners 

Swept  out  from  Atlanta's  grim  wall; 
And  the  blood  of  the  patriot  dampened 

The  soil  where  the  traitor  flag  falls; 
But  we  paused  not  to  weep  for  the  fallen. 

Who  slept  by  each  river  and  tree. 
Yet  we  twined  them  a  wreath  of  laurel. 

As  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  sea. 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 

Oh  proud  was  our  ariny  that  morning, 

That  stood  where  the  pine  darkl}'  towers. 
When  Sherman  said,  "  Boys,  you  are  weary. 

But  to  day  fair  Savannah  is  ours!  " 
Then  sang  we  a  song  of  our  chieftain. 

That  echoed  over  river  and  lea, 
And  the  stars  in  our  banner  shown  brigliter 

When  Sherman  camped  down  by  the  sea! 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 
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MARCHING  THROUGH  GEORGIA. 


Bring  the  good  old  bugle  boj's!  we'll  sing  another  song. 

Sing  it  with  a  spirit  that  will  start  the  world  along — 
Sing  it  as  we  used  to  sing  it,  fifty  thousand  strong, 

While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — "Hurrah!  Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee! 

Hurrah!   Hurrah!  the  flag  that  makes  you  free!" 
So  we  sang  the  chorus  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea. 
While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

How  the  darkeys  shouted  when  they  heard  the  joyful  sound! 

How  the  turkeys  gobbled  which  our  commissary  found' 
How  the  sweet  potatoes  even  started  from  the  ground, 

While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!  Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 

Yes,  and  there  were  Union  men  who  wept  with  joyful  tears. 

When  they  saw  the  honor'd  flag  they  had  not  seen  for  years. 

Hardly  could  they  be  restrained  from  breaking  forth  in  cheers 
While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!   Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 

"  Sherman's  dashing  Yankee  Boys  will  never  reach  the  coast! 

So  the  saucy  rebels  said,  and  t'was  a  handsome  boast 
Had  they  not  forgot,  alas!  to  reckon  with  the  host 

While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!   Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 

So  we  made  a  thoroughfare  for  freedom  and  her  train, 
Sixty  miles  in  latitude — three  hundred  to  the  main; 

Treason  fled  before  us,  for  resistance  was  in  vain, 
While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!   Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 
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Hammond,  J.  IL,  General. 

Harper,  T.  L.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Hancock,  B.,  Colonel,  Madison,  Wis. 

Harrison,  E.  B.,  Surgeon,  Napoleon,  (). 

Hartshorn.  D.  W.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  (). 

Hasler,  S.  J  .  Captain,  Red  Wing,  Minn. 

Hatch,  Ed.,  General,  U.  S.  A.,  Santa  Fe,  N    M. 

Hawkins,  John  P.,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Hazen,  W.  B.,  General.  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,   D.  C. 

Heatlbrd,  G.  II..  Captain,  1S17  Kennett  Place,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Heath,  T.  T.,  General,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Heath,  W.  H.,  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Heath,  W.  McK.,  Captain,  Cmcinnati,  O. 

Hedley,  F.  Y.,  Captain,  Bunker  Hill,  111. 

Hedrick,  J.  M.,  General,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Henrj-,  W.  C,  Major,  Freestown,  Scioto  County,  O. 

Henry,  G.  A.,  Captain,  Keosauqua,  Iowa. 

Henry,  W.  F.,  Captain,  Pekin,  111. 

Heighwaj,  A.  E.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Hickenlooper,  A.,  General,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Higgins,  A.  D.,  Lieutenant,  Springfield,  111. 

Higley,  M.  A.,  Captain,  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa. 

Hill,  W.  H.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Hills,  V.  T.,  Captain,  Delaware,  O. 

Hinds,  J.  J.,  Captain. 

Hitchcock,  P.  M.,  Major,  Cleveland,  O. 

Hitt,  J.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 

Hipp,  Charles,  Major,  St.  Marys,  O. 
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Hodges,  VV.  R.,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Howard,  O.  O.,  General,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Hubbard,  L.  F.,  Colonel,  Red  Wing,  Minn. 

Hunt,  George,  Captain,  Paris,  111. 

Hunt,  William,  Lieutenant,  Springfield,  O. 

Hunt,  P.  B.,  Colonel,  Lexington.  Kj. 

Hunt,  T.  B.,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Hurlbut,  S.  A.,  General,  Belvidere,  111. 

Hutchinson,  F.  S.,  General,  Ionia,  Mich. 

Ihrie.  George  P.,  General. 

Irwin,  B.  J.  D.,  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 

Jacobs,  W.  C,  Major,  Akron,  O. 

Janes,  H.  W.,  Captain,  U.  S.  A.,  i6o  W.  Fajette  St.,  Bait.,   Md. 

Joel,  E.  M.,  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Johnson,  E.  S.,  Major,  Springfield,  111. 

Jonas,  E.,  Colonel,  194  Gravier  Street,  New  Orleans. 

Jones,  Theo.,  General,  Columbus,  O. 

Jones,  W.  S.,  General,  Waverly,  O. 

Keables,  B.  F.,  Major,  Del  Norte,  Col. 

Keeler,  William  B.,  Colonel,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Keigwin,  James,  Colonel,  Jefferson,  Ind. 

Keller,  L.,  Captain,  Dajton,  O. 

Kellogg,  C.  C  ,  Colonel,  Alliance,  O. 

Kennett,  H.  G.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,©. 

Kenyon,  N.  C,  Colonel,  Chatsworth,  111. 

Kimball,  N.,  General,  Salt  Lake  City. 

King,  S.  Noble,  Lieutenant,  Bloomington,  111. 

Kinney,  T.  J.,  General,  Vermont,  111. 

Kinsman,  O.  D.,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Kirby,  W.  M.,  Lieutenant,  Lancaster,  Ky. 

Knox.  Kilburn,  Colonel,  A.  &  N.  Club,  N.  Y.  City. 

Krughoft",  Louis,  Major,  Nashville,  111. 

Laird,  S.  M..  Captain,  Warren,  O. 

Landrum,  W.  J.,  Colonel,  Lancaster,  Ky. 

Lannen,  J.,  Lieutenant,  Napoleon,  O, 

Lanstrum,  C,  Captain,  Galesburg,  111. 

Laudeman,  O.  C,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Leggett,  M.  D.,  General,  Cleveland,  O. 

Lemmon,  J.  M.,  Captain,  Clyde,  O. 

Lewis,  J.  v..  Captain,  Cincinnati,©. 

Lippincott,  C.  E.,  General,  Springfield,  111 

L'Hommedieu,  S.,  Surgeon,  Winslow,  Lanier  .S:  Co.,  N.  Y.  Citv 

Logan,  John  A.,  General,  Washington  City. 

Logan,  John,  Colonel,  Carlinville,  111. 

Loomis,  John  Mason,  Colonel,  Chicago,  111. 

Loop,  C.  B.,  Major,  Belvidere,  111. 
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Louden.  D.  W.  C,  Colonel,  (jeorgetown.  O. 
Lynch,  Frank,  Colonel,  Cleveland,  O. 

McArthur.  John,  General,  Chicago,  111. 

McArthur,  H.  C,  Major,  Memphis.  Mo. 

McAulev,J.  T.,  Captain,  Chicago,  111. 

McCaulej,  P.  H.,  Major,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

McClernand,  J.  A.,  General,  Springfield.  111. 

McCrarj,  W.,  Captain,  Columbus,  O. 

McDonald,  John,  General,  St.  Louis,   Mo. 

McEnally,  C.  P.,  Captain. 

McFall,  John,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

McFarland,  John  D.,  Captain. 

McGinnis,  G.  S.,  General,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

McKennan,  H.,  Surgeon. 

McLean,  W.  A.,  Captain,  Chicago,  111. 

McMillen,  E.  C,  Captain,  Marshaltown,  Iowa. 

McQuiddy,  J-  T.  Colonel,  New  Albany,  Ind. 

Macfeele}',  Robert,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  W^ashiugtoii,   D.  C. 

Madgeburg,  H.,  Captain,  Milwaukee,   Wis 

Mahon,  Samuel,  Majo)-,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Markland,  A.  H.,  Colonel,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Marshal,  W.  R.,  General,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Mason,  Wm.  B.,  Marietta,  O. 

May,  Dwight,  General,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

Mayers,  C.  G.,  Madison,  Wis. 

Mead,  W.  G.,  Lieutenant,  109  S.  Water  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Meumann,  Theo.,  Colonel,  East  St.  Louis,  111. 

Miller,  E.  T.,  Captain,  Medina,  Delaware  Co.,  Pa. 

Mills,  Lewis,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Monroe.  J    M.,  Captain,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Monroe.  B.  F.,  Captain,  1430  Prairie  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Moore,  L.  W.,  Captain,  Edwardsville,  111. 

Moore,  Wm.  Bowen,  Major,  Comm.  of  Customs,  Washington. 

Moore,  John,  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 

Moore,  R.  M.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Moore,  M.  L.,  Lieutenant. 

Morton,  Charles  A.,  Colonel,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Moulton,  C.  W.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Munson,  G.  D.,  Colonel,  Zanesville,  O. 

Murray,  E.  H.,  General,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Murphy,  D.  N.  G..  Major,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Musse\,  W.  H.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Neil,  J.  B.,  Colonel,  Columbus.  O 

Newsham,  T.  J.,  Major,  Edwardsville,  111. 

Newton,  D.  C,  Captain,  Batavia,  Kane  County,  111. 

Nichols.  George  W.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Nichols.  F.  C,  Major,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington. 
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Nigh,  Elias,  Colonel,  1  ronton,  O. 
Nish,  J.,  Captain,  Carey  Station,  111. 
Nixon,  O.  W.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Noble,  J.  W.,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Noble,  H.  T.,  Colonel,  Dixon,  111. 
Noyes,  Ed.  F.,  General,  Cincinnati,  O. 

O'Conner,  Henry,  Major,  State  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Oglesby,  R.  J.,  General,  Decatur,  111. 
Oliver,  W.  S.,  Colonel,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Ord,  E.  O.  C,  General,  U.  S.  A. 

Paddock,  G.  L.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  111. 

Page,  E.  E.,  Lieutenant. 

Palmer,  J.  J.,  Colonel,  Rockford,  111. 

Parker,  L.  L.,  Kalida,  Putnam  County,  O. 

Parrcjt,  T-  C,  Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Pattier.  Charles  O.,  Captain,  Cairo,  111. 

Patridge,  C  A.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Patterson,  R.  F.,  Colonel,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Pearson,  R.  N.,  General,  Springfield,  111. 

Pennington,  T.  .S.,  Captain,  Hastings,  Minn. 

Perkins,  A.  A.,  Major,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Peterson,  B.  H.,  Colonel,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Pitman,  W.  G.,  Captain,  Madison,  Wis. 

Pitzman,  Julius,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Plummer.  S.  G.,  Surgeon,  Rock  Island,  111. 

Plunkett,  Wm.  H.,  Major.  1433  Q^Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Poe,  O.  M.,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington.  D.  C. 

Polk,  William,  Captain,  Freeport,  111. 

Pope,  A.  J.,  Major,  Sigourney,  Iowa. 

Pope,  John,  General,  U.  S.  A.,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kan. 

Potter,  J.  B.,  Surgeon,  Canal  Winchester.  C). 

Potter,  J.  A.,  General,  U.  S.  A. 

Potts,  B.  F.,  General,  Helena,  Montana. 

Powell,  E.,  Major,  45  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Powell.  J.  W..  Major,  910  M  Street,  Washington,  D.  C.  ,  ] 

Pride.  Geo.  G.,  Colonel,  St.  James  Hotel,  New  York. 

Proudfit,  J.  K.,  Colonel. 

Pullen,  J.  O.,  Captain,  Bloomington,  111. 

Putnam,  Chas.  E.,  Captain,  Marion,  Iowa. 

Randall,  L.  G.,  Lieutenant,  Napoleon,  O. 

Rapp,  Isaac,  Lieutenant,  Carbondale,  111. 

Rassieur,  L..  Major,  S.  W.  Cor.  4th  &  Market  Sts.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Ravold,  William,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Raymond,  George,  Captain,  Toledo,  O. 

Raymond,  J.  B.,  Captain,  Yankton,  D.  T. 

Reibsame,  Christian,  Captain,  Bloomington,  111. 
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Reid,  J.  M.,  Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Reid,  D.  O.,  Captain,  Rock  Island,  111. 

Reid,  R.  F.,  Lieutenant. _ Rock  Island,  111. 

Renaker,  J.  I.,  Colonel,  Carlinsville,  111. 

Rej'nolds,  Thomas,  General,  Madison,  Wis. 

Reynolds,  J.  S.,  General.  152  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,   111. 

Rice,  A.  v..  General.  Ottawa,  O. 

Rice,  E.  W.,  General,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 

Richardson,  G.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Columbus.  Ind. 

Rhoads,  F.  L.,  Colonel,  Shawneetown,  111. 

Robinson,  A.  R. 

Robinson,  J.  G. 

Rohmer,  Francis,  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Rood,  H.  H.,  I^ieutenant,  Mt,  Vernon,  Iowa. 

Root,  R.,   Major. 

Roots,  L.  H.,  Captain,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Ross,  L.  F.,  General,  Avon,  111. 

Routt,  Jno.  L.,  Captain,  Bloomington,  111. 

Rowett,  R.,  General,  Carlinsville,  Mo. 

Rowley,  W.  R.,  General,  Galena,  III. 

Ruckle,  N,  R.,' Captain,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Ruggles,  J.  M.,  General,  Havana,  111. 

Rumsej',  J.  W.,  Captain,  156  Washington  St.,  Chicago.  111. 

Rumsey,  I.  P.,  Captain,  156  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Rusk,  J.  N.,  General,  Madison,  Wis. 

Rutger,  F.,  Lieutenant,  Belvidere,  111. 

Sabine,  A.,  Surgeon,  Jeftersonville,  Ind. 

Safeley,  J.  J.,  Major. 

Sanborn.  J.  B.,  General,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Sanders,  A.J,  H.,  General,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Sanford,  W.  W.,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Scates,  W.vB.,  General,  63  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Schofield,  G.  W.,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 

Scott,  R.  K.,  General. 

Scott,  J.  K.,  Colonel,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Scribner,  W.  S.,  Lieutenant,  Dep.  Clk.  Sup.  Court,  Chicago,  111. 

Sexton,  And.,  Lieutenant,  Madison,  Wis. 

Sherman,  Hoyt,  Major,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Sherman,  B.  R.,  Captain,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Sherman,  W.  T.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Shurtz,  E.,  Colonel,  Marshaltown,  Iowa. 

Simpson,  P.  J.,  Colonel,  Greenfield,  O. 

•Simpson,  John  E.,  Major,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Skilton,  A.  S.,  Captain,  Monroeville,  Huron  County,  O. 

Slack,  J.  R.,  General,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Smith,  John  E.,  General,  U.  S.  A.,  Fort  Laramie,  Wyoming. 

Smith,  Jas.  H.,  Lieutenant,  Paris,  111. 
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Sinitli,  W.  S.,  General,  21  LaSalle  Street,  Chicago,  ill. 

Smith,  Miles,  Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Smith,  J.  Condit,  Colonel,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Smith,  J.  P..  Captain,  New  Albany,  Ind. 

Smith,  James  T.,  Captain,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Spear,  Ed.,  Major,  Warren,  O. 

Spooner,  B.,  General,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind. 

Sprague,  J.  W.,  General,  Portland,  Or. 

Stai-k,  C.  W.  M.,  Captain,  Janesville,  Wis. 

Steele,  G.  R.,  Major,  Decatur,  111. 

Stephenson,  W.  B.,  Lieutenant,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Stewart,  A.  S.,  Captain,  Woodstock,  111. 

Stewart,  W.  H.,  Captain,  Woodstock,  111. 

Stockdale,  S.  A.,  Major. 

Stone,  J.  C,  Colonel,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Strong,  W.  E.,  General.  Peshtigo  Companv,  Chicago,  111. 

Swain,  C.  II.,  Surgeon,  Toledo,  O. 

Swarthout,  W..  Colonel,  QLunc\',  111. 

Swayne,  Wager,  General,  Toledo,  O. 

Taggart,  G.  J.,  Colonel,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Taylor,  Ezra,  General,  Board  of  Trade,  Chicago,  111. 

Taylor,  F.  M.,  Captain,  Belleville,  111. 

Terrell,  W.  H.  H.,  General,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Thayer,  J.  M.,  General,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Thomas,  D.  W.  C.  General,  Salem,  Ind. 

Thompson,  Robert  M.,  Major,  Purdy,  McNair  County,  Tenn. 

Thornton,  Joseph  1 1 . 

Thrall,  W.  R.,  Surgeon    Cincinnati,  O. 

Tilson.  John,  General,  Qiiincy,  111. 

Tichenor,  George  C,  Major,  Ues  Moines,  Iowa. 

Tourtelotte,  J.  E.,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Towne,  O.  C,  Lieutenant,  Pocotonica,  111. 

Tullis,  James,  Colonel,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

'J'urner,  Charles,  General,  Pekin.  111. 

Tufhill.  R.  S.,  Lieutenant,  13J  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Van  Dyke,  A.  M.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Vandever,  Wm..  General,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
Vanseller,  II.,  Colonel,  Paris,  111. 
Veatch,  J.  C  ,  General,  Rockport,  Ind. 
Vilas,  W.  M,.  Colonel.  Madison,  Wis. 
Vogelson,  W.  M..  Colonel,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Vogles    D.  W.,  Surgeon,  New  Albany,  Ind. 
Von  Blessing.  L. ,  Colonel,  Toledo,  (). 

Walcutt,  C.  C  Gen  eral.  Columbus,  O. 
Walters,  J.  N.,  Captain,  Springfield,  Ind. 
Wangelin,  H.,  General,  Belleville,  111. 
Ware,  W.  E.,  Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Warner,  Willard,  General,  Tecumseh,  Ala. 

Warner,  V.,  Captain,  Clinton,  111. 

Wasson,  John  N.,  Captain,  Shawneetown,  111. 

Weber,  Dan.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Webster,  E.  H.,  Captain,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Welch,  D.  N.,  Colonel,  Chicago,  111. 

Welker,  Fred.,  Major. 

Wells,  George  E.,  Colonel,  Toledo,  O. 

Wheeler,  W.  P.,  Captain,  Helena,  Mon. 

White,  J.  E.,  Captain,  Post  Office,  Chicago,  111. 

White,  M.  H.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Whittlesey,  L.  H.,  Colonel. 

Wilcox,  J.  S.,  Colonel,  Elgin,  111. 

Wiles,  G.  P.,  General,  Zanesville,  O. 

Willard,  L.  S.,  Major. 

Williams,  W.  S.,  Captain,  Canton,  O. 

Williamson,  J.  A.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Wilson,  T.  P.,  Major,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Wilson,  Bluford,  Major,  Shawneetown,  111. 

Wilson,  H.,  Colonel,  Sidney,  O. 

Wilson,  S.  J.,  Major. 

Winslow,  E.  P.,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Wise,  J.  S.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Wood,  John,  Colonel,  Qiiincy,  111. 

Wood,  Oliver,  General,  Ironton,  O. 

Woods,  W.  B.,  General,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Woods,  C.  R.,  General,  Newark,  O. 

Woods,  P.  N.,  Surgeon,  Fairfield,  Iowa. 

Woodhull,  Max.,  (jeneral,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Walcott,  R. 

Woodward,  F.  J.,  Captain,  Du  Qi,ioin,  111. 

Woodworth,  J.  M.,  Surgeon,  Washington  City. 

Wright,  Crafts  J.,  General,  Marine  Hospital,  Chicago,  111. 

Wright,  W.  W.,  General,  41S  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Zearing,  J.  R.,  Surgeon,  Dover,  111. 
Zickerick,  Wm.,  Criptain,  Fon  du  Lac,  Wis. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


SOCIETY 


OF  THE 


ArmYov-^-^^^-Tennessee, 


AT  THE 


TWELFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


HELD  AT 


INDIANAPOLIS,  INDIANA, 


October  30th  and  31st,  1878. 


PREFACE. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  eleventh  annual  meeting  to 
select  a  place  and  time  for  holding  the  twelfth  annual  meeting 
only  named  the  place,  and  rested  upon  the  President  the  matter 
of  fixing  the  time.  After  conferring  with  the  Local  Committee 
of  Arrangements  he  had  selected,  the  following  circular  was  is- 
sued, viz  : 

Head()uarters  Society  Army  Tennessee,) 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  Auo--  1,  -Z^7<§.     f 

To    Member  a    of  the    Societv    of  the    Arinv   of  the     Tennessee : 

The  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  Societv  of  the  Armj  of  the  Tennessee 
will  be  held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  on  Vv'ednesday  and  Thursday,  October  30th 
and   31st,  1S7S. 

The  annual  adiiress  will  be  delivered  bv  Colonel  Win.  H.  Vilas,  of  Madi- 
son, Wisconsin. 

All  arrangements  for  the  meeting  will  be  under  the  charge  and  direction  of 
the  following 

LOCAL     executive    COMMITTEE. 

General    W.    Q,.    Gresham,    Chairman. 
Finance.  Transportation . 

Col.  Benjamin    C    Shaw.  Chairman.      Col.  John  E.    Simpson,  Chairman. 

Invitat  to  n.  Hall. 

Gen.  Benjamin  Spooner,  Chairman.     Gen.  Geo.  F.  McGinnis,  Chairman. 

Reception.  Decoration. 

Gen.  R.  S.  Foster,  Chairman  Gen.  Daniel  McCaulej,  Chairman. 

Music.  Printing-. 

Prof.  O.  Pearson,  Chairman.  Col.    N.  R.   Ruckle,  Chairman. 

Who  will  give  due  and  timely  notice  of  the  details  of  their  arrangements. 
Officers  who  have  at  any  time  served  in  the   Army  or   Department  of  the 
Tennessee  are,  by  our  Constitution,  entitled  to  membership,  and  are  especially 
requested  to  attend. 

Members  of  kindred  societies  are  cordially  invited   to  participate. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

President. 
L.  M.  Dayton.  Record ino^  Secretary. 
A.  tl  ICKENLOOPER,  Correspondin<r   Secretary. 

Cincinnati.  O. 


TWELFTH    ANNUAL   REPORT 


OF    THE 


PROCEEDINGS 


Society  of  the    Army  of    the  Tennessee. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  SO,  1878. 

Pursuant  to  the  official  notice  and  the  arrangements  of  the  Local 
Committee,  the  Society  assembled  at  the  Metropolitan  Theater, 
having  marched  from  the  headquarters  at  the  Bates  House,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  ii:io  A.  m.  with  these 
remarks — then  proceeded  to  the  transaction  of  business  :— 

Gentlemen  and  Comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee : — It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  you  at  this  the 
twelfth  annual  gathering  of  our  Society.  I  am  rejoiced  to  see 
so  many  members  of  the  vSociety  present,  and  to  find  you  all  look- 
ing so  well  and  hearty.  As  there  are  a  great  many  people  in  the 
audience  who  are  not  members  of  the  vSociety,  I  will  explain  that 
our  organization  is  entirely  of  a  social  character,  growing  out  ot 
the  special  relations  which  the  members  have  borne  towards  each 
other  during  the  period  of  the  civil  war.  The  meeting  this  morn- 
ing will  be  purely  of  a  business  character,  and  while  it  is  open  to 
all  the  world,  as  are  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  I  make 
this  statement  because  the  proceedings  will  doubtless  seem  a  little 
dull  and  uninteresting  to  non-members,  at  the  same  time  you  are 
all  perfectly  welcome  to  remain.  The  evening's  entertainment  is 
that  which  is  intended  more  especially  for  the  public  at  large,  and 
the  arrangements  for  it  and  tor  the  Banquet  have  been  made  by 
the  Local  Committee.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  evening's  pro- 
ceedings will  be  of  a  very  interesting  character.  We  will  now 
proceed  to  the  business  of  the  Society . 
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The  first  in  order,  the  reading  of  the  journal  of  the  eleventh 
annual  meeting  was  called  for,   and. 

On  motion  of  Col.  C.  Cadle,  Jr.  : 

Resolved.,  That  the  Secretary  be  excused  from  reading  the 
journal  of  the  eleventh  annual  meeting,  the  same  having  been 
printed  and  distributed  to  the  members. 

The  second  in  order  of  business  being  taken  up,  the  President, 
according  to  precedent,  announced  the  following  committees,  viz: 

For  nominating  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  :  General  W.  W. 
Belknap,  Chairman,  General  J.  A.  Williamson,  General  W.  E. 
Strong,  Major  A   A.  Perkins,  Lieutenant  H.  C.  AIcArthur. 

For  recommending  time  and  place  of  next  meeting  :  Captain 
J.  G.  Everest,  Chairman,  Major  E.  C.  Dawes,  Colonel  W.  L.  Bar- 
num.  Major  J.  B.  Bell,  Captain  I,  P.  Rumsey. 

For  selection  of  orator  for  next  meeting  :  General  E.  W.  Rice, 
Chairman,  General  W.  H.  Terrell,  General  John  Tillson,  Colonel 
C.  Cadle,  Jr.,  Colonel  John  Mason  Loomis. 

Under  the  order  of  receiving  reports,  the  Recording  Secretary- 
presented  and  read  the  following  as  his  annual  statement  : 

RECORDING    SECRETARY'S    REPORT. 

Society  of  the  Akmy  of  the  Tennessee,    \ 

Recording  Secretary's  Office.  > 

Indianapolis,  October  29,  1S7S.    ) 

General  W.  T.   Shekm.\n, 

President  of  the   Society  of  the  Army  of  the    Tennessee: 
Dear  Sir   :— The  monies  paid   me  by  members  of  the    Society,  including 
that  received  at  our  last  annual  meeting,  and  since,  to  the  present  time,  and  as 
provided  tor  by  our  Bj-Laws,  has  been  as  follows  : 

On  account  of  membership  fees  passed  to  Permanent  Fund,     $(25  00 
On  account  of  members'  dues  and  certiiicates  of  member- 
ship,   passed   to   the   General    Fund.  -  -  -  434  46 


Total,         ......  .l^cjg  46 

To  each  member  who  has  paid  me  money  I  ha\'e  transniitted  a  receipt 
accordingly,  and  the  money  has  been  transferred  to  your  Treasurer,  General 
Force,  whose  receipt  I  hold  for  the  amount  stated  above. 

Permit  me  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  members  of  the 
Society  fail  to  keep  their  post  office  address  on  record  with  the  Secretary,  and 
as  a  result  they  do  not  get  the  various  circulars  and  notices  sent  them.  On  the 
fust  of  January  I  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Society  a  circular  reciting  the 
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first  article  of  the  Bj-Laws,  and  the  resolution  regarding  members  delinquent 
in  dues,  together  with  a  statement  of  amount  each  was  in  arrears,  if  any,  and 
while  the  responses  were  quite  general  and  encouraging-— many  of  these  com- 
mimications  came  back  for  want  of  proper  address.  It  has  been  the  same 
with  other  communications,  and  if  members  desire  all  the  benefits  and  privi- 
leges the  Society  offers,  they  will  see  it  is  important  for  them  to  keep  their  P. 
().  address   correct  with    the    becretarys.      Respectfully  submitting  the  above. 

I   am.  very  truly, 

L.   M.   Dayton. 
Recordiiig  Secretary. 

Ow  motion  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Recording  Secretary  be  ac- 
cepted, approved  and  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  Society. 

In  the  absense  of  General  Force,  the  Treasurer,  and  at  his 
request,  General  Hickenlooper  read  the  following  as  the  report  of 
the  Treasurer  : 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Society  of   thk  Army  of  the  Tennessee,    \ 

Treasurer's  Office,  [■ 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,   October  SO.  ISIS.    ) 

.\t  the  last  annual  report,  the  Permanent  Fund  consisted  of  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  of  U.  S.  Bonds  and  eight  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars 
ninet\-t\vo  cents  cash.  Since  the  last  report,  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Society,  to  make  up  out  of  the  Permanent  Fund  any  defi- 
ciency necessary'  to  make  complete  payment  for  the  Consolidated  Reports  of 
the  Society,  one  bond  for  one  thousand  dollars  was  sold  for  one  thousand  and 
eighty-five  dollars.  Three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  in  gold  have  been 
received  as  interest  on  the  remaining  bonds  ;  four  dollars  thirty -nine  cents 
premium  on  gold  ;  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  from  the  Recording 
Secretarv  ;  making  total  cash,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  nineteen  dol- 
lars thirtv-one  cents. 

From  this  has  been  paid  out  two  thousand  and  eight  dollars  ninety -two 
cents  on  account  of  the  Consolidated  Reports.  The  total  cost  of  these  volumes 
was  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  thirty  cents.  The 
General  Fund  had  only  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  thirty-eight  cents 
to  pay  for  them,  making  the  above  payment  from  the  Permanent  Fund 
necessary. 

The  Permanent  Fund  now  consists  of  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of 
U.  S.  Bonds,  and  foin-  hundred  and  ten  dollars  thirty-nine  cents  cash. 

The  General  Fund  at  last  report  contained  five  hundred  and  forty-six  dol- 
lars eighty-six  cents,  and  has  since  received  from  the  Recording  Secretary 
tour  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  forty-six  cents  ;  making  a  total  of  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  thirty-two  cents. 
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The  expenditure  is  as  follows  : 

At  the  meeting  at  St.  Paul,  I  was  directed  to  send  an  ocean  telegrain  to 
General  Grant,  then  in  Scotland.  The  cost  was  thirteen  dollars  ten  cents. 
For  this  I  have  no  voucher.  At  the  same  meeting  I  was  directed  to  pay  to 
Colonel  Kilburn  Knox  of  New  York,  sixty  dollars  for  money  advanced  by 
him  for  the  Society  at  the  meeting  at  Washington.  By  his  direction  I  paid 
his  current  annual  dues,  one  dollar,  and  sent  him  a  draft  for  fifty-nine  dollars. 
I  have  received  no  acknowledgment  from  him,  and  my  voucher  for  this  pay- 
ment consists  of  a  credit  on  the  books  of  the  Recording  Secretarj'  for  the  one 
dollar  so  paid,  and  the  canceled  bank  check  with  which  I  bought  the  New 
York  draft.  The  volumes  of  the  Consolidated  Reports  cost  two  thousand 
three  hundred  and.  sixty-three  dollars  thirty  cents.  Of  this  amount  three 
hundred  and  fifty -four  dollars  thirty -eight  cents  were  paid  from  the  General 
Fund,  the  remainder  was  paid  from  the  Permanent  Fund.  Two  small  bills  of 
F.  W.  Freeman  for  printing  and  binding,  amounting  together  to  fifteen  dol- 
lars twenty-five  cents  ;  postage,  express,  printing  and  ribbon  for  the  office  of 
the  Recording  Secretary  thirty-seven  dollars  ;  postage,  express,  paper  and 
packing  for  the  office  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  ninety-eight  dollars 
forty-two  cents  ;  making  a  total  of  eight  hundred  and  six  dollars  fifteen  cents  ; 
printing  annual  report  two  hundred  twenty -eight  dollars. 

The  balance  now  remaining  in  the  General  Fund  is  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  seventeen  cents. 

RECAPITULATION. 

PERMANENT    FUND 

Bonds  on   hand   ijJj, 500,  sold   $1,000,  remaining  $6,500. 


Cash     Receipts. 

On  hand,         -  -         -         $814  92 

From  Recording   Secretary,      125  00 

Interest  and  premium,         -      394  39 

Bv  sale  of  bond,     -  -  1.0S5  00 


Expended. 

For  Consolidated  Reports,  $2,008  92 
Balance  on  hand  -  410  39 


$2,419  31 


$2,419  31 

GENERAL    FUND. 


Receipts. 

On  hand  last  report. 
Received  from   Recording 
Secretarv, 


$   I- 


Expended. 

Cablegram  to  Gen.  Grant. 
Paid  Col.  K.  Knox,    - 
Consolidated  Reports,     - 
Annual  Reports, 
Paid  Freeman, 
Expenses  Rec.  Sec.  office, 
''       Cor.  Sec.  office. 
Balance  on  hand, 

$981    32 

I  have  herewith  my  book  of  accounts,  bank  book  as  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
showing  the  cash  on   hand,   a  certificate  of    the  Safe  Deposit    Company  of 

Cincinnati  for  the  bonds,  and  vouchers  for  expenditure. 

M.  F,  Force, 

Treasurer. 


60 

00 

-  354 

3S 

228 

00 

-   I.S 

25 

-  37 

00 

-  98 

4^ 

175 

17 

Of  the  Ar^ny  of  the    Tennessee.  149 

The  Corresponding  Secretary   presented    and   read    his   report, 
which  was  as  follows  : 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


Indianapolis,  Ixd.,  October  SO,  1878. 
Mr.  Preeident  and  Members  of    the  Society  of  the  Army    of  theTennessee: 

Gentlemen: — As  Corresponding  Secretary  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
usual  distribution  of  annual  reports,  certificates  of  membership,  receipts  of  dues 
paid,  notices  of  this  meeting,  and  also  in  reference  to  the  consolidated  reports 
of  our  first  ten  meetings 

Your  committee  having  the  matter  in  charge  caused  seven  liundred  [700] 
such  reports  to  be  printed,  of  which  number  I  have  sold  extra  copies  to  the 
following  named  gentlemen: 

Major  E.  C.  Dawes.  Major  G.  W.  Farnham,  J.  W.  Cheek,  Rev.  E.  M. 
Haines  and  J.  M.  Dalzell,  and  transferred  the  sum  received  therefor,  twenty- 
one  [$2i]  dollars,  to  the  Recording  Secretary. 

A  circular,  of  which  the  accompanying  is  a  copy,  was  enclosed  with  the  last 
annual  report. 

Office  of  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the^ 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,       j- 

Cincinnati,  O.,  Dec.  22,  ISIH .) 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Society,  the  first  ten  an- 
nual reports  have  been  reprinted  in  two  handsomely  bound  volumes  of  about 
:5C0  pages  each,  and  are  now  ready  for  gratuitous  distribution  to  our  members. 
As  many  of  the  recorded  addresses  are  evidently  erroneous  or  incomplete,  and 
the  work  is  too  valuable  to  be  lost  by  misdirection,  you  are  requested  to 
advise  the  undersigned  to  what  address,  and  by  what  express  company  you 
desire  thein  forwarded. 

Deliveries  can  be  made  by  mail,  but  it  is  not  advisable,  as  tiie  regulations 
require  a  separation  of  the  volumes  and  an  unsealed  wrapper,  thus  greatly  in- 
creasing the  liability_to  damage;  if,  how-ever,  this  is  the  only  channel  of  commu- 
nication with  your  place,  you  will  please  so  state,  and  transmit  eighteen  [iS] 
three  [3]  cent  stamps  with  which  to  prepay  postage. 

A  limited  number  of  extra  copies  have  been  printed,  which  will  be  sold  to 
members  at  cost  of  publication,  $3.50  per  set,  exclusive  of  all  delivery  ex- 
penses. 

A.    HiCKENLOOPER, 

Corresponding-  Secretary,  Cincinnati.  O. 

In  response  to  which  but  two  hundred  and  forty  [240]  of  our  members  have 
requested  their  transmittal.  One  hundred  and  twenty  five  [12^]  members 
still  entitled  to  these  valuable  reports  have  failed  to  call  for  them:  and  in  ad- 
dition to  these  there  are  about  one  hundred  [100]  members  still  in  arrearage 
for  dues,  or  whose  addresses  are  not  given. 
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I  regret  to  report  that  since  our  last  meeting  death  has  claimed  three  ot 
vour  members.  Captain  Lewis  E.  Mills.  Major  M.  Hazen  White,  and  Lieu- 
tentant  Francis  Rutger. 

Co f fain  Lcivis  E.  Mills  died  in  Forence,  Italy,  April  loth,  1S7S. 

Me  was  born  at  Norristown,  N.  J.,  Aug.  13.  1S36.  Entered  Yale  College 
in  1S52  and  graduated  in  1S56;  immediately  after  which  he  moved  to  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  and  entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1S58,  soon  after  which  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  A.  T.  Goshorn.  Esq. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  elected  Second  Lieutenant  in  a  home 
organization  known  as  the  "Burnett  Rifles."  He  afterwards  went  into  active 
service  as  a  volunteer  aide-de  camp  upon  the  staff  of  General  R.  B.  Potter, 
commanding  a  division  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  serving  through  the  siege  of  \'icks- 
burg  and  the  subsequent  captin-e  of  Jackson. 

On  leaving  the  service,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  the  law  in  Cincinnati, 
and  soon  thereafter  married  Miss  Jean  Springer,  daughter  of  Charles  and  niece 
of  R.  R.  Springer,  Esq 

In  the  autumn,  of  1864  the  young  couple  went  abroad,  and  since  that  date 
spent  most  of  their  time  in   foreign  travel,  of  which  he  was  passionately  fond. 

Captain  Mills  was  a  gentleman  of  rare  culture  and  learning;  always  courte- 
ous and  affable,  he  endeared  himself  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  conti'ct  and 
now  leaves  behind  him  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends,  and  one  who. 
nearer  and  dearer  than  all  the  world  besides,  has  been  left  in  a  distant  cit\ , 
with  but  the  sweet  memorv  of  early  happiness  and  the  consciousness  of  a 
duty  well  performed. 

Major  M.  Hazen   White  died  at  Cincinnati.  O..  May  ist.  187S. 

Major  White  was  born  in  Lancaster,  N  H.,  Oct.  Jnd,  1S17;  graduated  at 
Dartmouth  College  in  1842.  In  1845  he  married  Mary  M.  Williams,  of  Lit- 
tleton, and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  removed  to  Cincinnati,  O.,  where  he 
resided  until  the  time  of  his  death.  From  1845  to  1S61  his  attention  was  given 
chiefly  to  teaching  school,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  In  October. 
i86i,  he  was  coinmissioned  as  Lieutenant,  and  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Fremont  for  assigninent;  upon  his  arrival  at  St.  Louis  he  fovmd  the  attairs  of 
the  department  in  a  disturbed  condition,  and  his  position  not  likeb.'  to 
be  recognized,  so  he  enlisted  in  tlie  Thirteenth  Missouri;  afterwards  changed 
to  Twenty-second  Ohio  regiment,  in  which  regiment  he  was  graduall^■  pro- 
moted to  Major,  serving  through  the  campaigns  of  Donaldson.  Shiloh,  Vicks- 
burg,  Corinth,  Jacksonville,  and  thence  over  into  Arkansas  with  General 
Steele. 

He  returned  to  Cincinnati  at  the  close  of  the  wai\  and  was  chosen  Librarian 
of  the  Young  Men's  .Mercantile  Library  Association,  wliich  position  he  held 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  present  prosperity  of  the  institution  witii  winch  he  was  identified  is 
largely  due  to  his  personal  efforts,  and  by  his  death  the  members  ot  that  asso- 
ciation have  sustained  an  irreparable  loss. 

Major  White  was  an  active  member  of  our  Societ\'  and  a    sincere  Christian 
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gentlemen,  who  always  did  his  duty,  whether  during  the  stirring  scenes  of 
war  or  the  more  peaceful  pursuits  of  civil  life. 

Lieutenant  Francis  Rntger  died  at  Belvidere,  111.,  April  15th,  1S7S. 

Lieutenant  Rutger  was  born  in  the  Palatinate,  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  the 
year  1S29.  Pie  received  a  common  school  education,  and  then  fitted  himself 
as  a  teacher,  but^the  troubles  of  184S-49,  in  which  he  took  part  on  the  liberal 
side,  compelled  him  to  seek  a  home  in  America,  andj  he  went  to    Belvidere    in 

1854- 

When  the  rebellion  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  Chicago,  into  Company  K, 
Twelfth  Illionis  Infantry,  Colonel  John  McArtliur,  afterwards  General,  com- 
manding the  regiment.  Was  mustered, in  Augu.st  ist, '1S61,  at  Cairo,  111.,  and 
promoted  to  Sergeant  in  December,  ^iS6i.  The  regiment  took  part  in  the 
battle  and  siege  of  Fort  Donaldson,  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  Mr.  Rutger  was 
wounded,  and  siege ^of  Corinth  and  the  two  days  battle  of  Corinth,  Oct.  3d 
and  4th,  1862. 

He  was  promoted  to  Second  Lieutenant  Dec.  Sth,  1S62,  and  First  Lieuten- 
ant April  17th,  1863,  for  meritorious  service  rendered  at  Fort !^:  Donaldson  and 
Pittsburg  Landing.  In  January,  1864,  the  regiment  re-enlisted  the  second 
time,  and  went  home  to  recruit.  On  re-assembling  in  March,  1S64,  Lieu- 
tenant Rutger  was  detailed  as  x\cting  Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  which  du- 
ties he  performed  at  the  opening  of  the  Georgia  campaign,  whenj  he  assumed 
command  of  the  company,  on  account  of  the  Captain's  detail  on  recruiting- 
service. 

During  the  Georgia  campaign  the  reginient  participated  in  the  following 
engagements:  Snake  Creek  Valley,  Resacca,  Alatoona  and  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tains, Nickajack  Creek,  the  battles  of  Atlanta  and  Ezj-a  Church,  the  invest- 
ment of  Atlanta  and  Jonesborough,  and  also  in  the  heroic  defense  of  Alatoona 
Pass,  during  Hood's  move  toward  Tennessee. 

In  the  fall  of  1864  Lieutenant  Rutger  was  honorably  mustered  out  at  Rome, 
Ga.,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Belvidere  in  very  poor  health.  October 
3d,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Case,  at  Westhampton,  Mass. 

During  the  many  3'ears  that  Mr.  Rutger  made  his  home  in  Belvidei^e,  he 
occupied  a  strong  place  in  the  esteem  and  regard  of  all  citizens  by  his  sterling 
qualities  of  mind,  and  his  cordial  kindness  of  character  endeared  himself  to 
all.  His  death  was  very  sudden,  although  not '  entirely  unexpected.  On 
Monday  he  seemed  in  his  usual  health,  and  retired  feeling  quite  well,  and  diet! 
before  morning. 

I  herewith  also  submit  letters  received  from  absent  members.  Most  of  them, 
however,  have  been  placed  in  my  hands  this  morniug,  and  I  have  not  been 
able,  for  want  of  time,  to  arrange  thein  in  order,  and  will  defer  reading  them 
until  tomorrow. 

Very  respectfullv. 

A.    HiCKENLOOPER, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
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The  President  then  read  and  presented  the  following  commu- 
nications, received  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Local  Committee,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Society,  viz: 

Office  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  j 

Union  Railroad  Transfer  and  Stock  Yard  Co.,|> 

Indianapolis,  I ND.,  Oc^.  ^0,  i57<§.      S 

Sir: — On  behalf  of  the  Union  Railroad  Transfer  and  Stock  Yard  Co.,  I 
desire  to  tender  to  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  the  courtesy  of 
an  excursion  around  the  city  and  a  visit  to  their  Stock  Yards,  to  start  at  2 
o'clock  p.  M.,  from  the  Union  Depot,  on  Thursday,  31st  inst. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  R.  McKeen, 

President. 
General  W.  (4^  Gresham, 

Chairman  Coinmittee  of  Arraiioemrnts. 


Western  Uniom  Telegraph  Company,  1 
Superintendent's  Offu'e,  |- 

Indianapolis,  Oct.  SO,  1S7S.      ) 
General  W.  C4^  Gresham, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee: 
Dear  Sia: — The  Western   Union  Telegraph   Company  respectfully  tender 
the  use  of  their  wires  to  the   members  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  for  the 
transmission  of  family  and  social  messages  during  the  reunion. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  F.  Wallick, 

Super  iniendeiit. 
On  motion  of  Colonel  Weber: 

Resolved,  That  the  complimentary  and  generous  offers  of  the 
Union  Railway  Transfer  and  Stock  Yards  Company  and  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  as  expressed  in  the  above 
letters,  be  accepted,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  hereby  ten- 
dered for  the  courtesies. 

The  President  presented  the  following  letter  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Society,  stating  that  the  applicant  for  admission  was 
the  son  of  Colonel  Canfield,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Shi- 
loh  while  in  command  of  his  regiment: 

Windsor  Locks,  Ct.,   Oct.  24,  1878. 
My  Dkar    General: — You   will    remember   the  conversation   and  corres- 
pondence   we  have    had  in    regard    to   my  son.    Dr.    Herman    Canfield,   and  of 
your   effort   to  have    him    made  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee. 
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Your  presence  at  the  reunion  at  Indianapolis,  I  doubt  not,  will  secure  his 
admission,  and  I  enclose  the  annual  fee  of  one  dollar,  which  I  think  you  said 
would  be  required. 

This  letter  will  be  presented  to  you  by  niy  father,  and  I  should  like  you  to 
shake  his  hand  for  nit^. 

My  son  has  just  returned  from  Europe.  I  met  him  in  New  York,  and  am 
\  isiting  with  him  and  his  new  relatives.  I  return  to  Washington  in  a  it\'^ 
days. 

I  am,  my  dear  General,  very  truly  yours, 

S.  A.  Martha  Canfield. 
Genekal  W.  T.  Shermax. 

President  Society  of  tlie  Ariiiy  of  the  Tennessee.  Indianapolis.  Ind. 

He  suggested  that  the  granting  of  the  request  would  be  a 
proper  recognition  and  rememhrance  of  a  worthy  officer. 

Objection  was  made  for  the  reason  that  Dr.  Canfield  was  not, 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  eligible  for  membership.  Sev- 
eral members  made  remarks,   when,  on  motion  of  Colonel  Oliver, 

Resolved,  That  the  application  of  Dr.  Canffeld  for  membeiship 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  to  take  into  consideration  the 
advisabilitv  of  amending  our  Constitution  in  such  manner  as  to 
meet  his  and  similar  cases:  the  committee  to  report  at  our  next 
meetin;^. 

Colonel  W.  S.  Oliver,  Colonel  W.  R.  Thrall,  and  General  J.  R. 
Slack  were  named  b_v  the  President  as  such  committee. 

The  President  read  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
Sheridan: 

Chicago,  Oct.  30. 
General  Gresham: 

Tha.iks  for  your  kind  dispatch.  The  accident  which  occurred  to  me  is  not 
serious,  but  the  doctor  has  forbidden  me  to  attend  the  meeting.  I  deeply  re. 
gret  this,  and  can  scarcely  express  to  you  my  feelings  of  disappointment.  All 
I  can  now  do  is  to  wish  you  all  a  happy  time,  and  to  regret  that  I  cannot  be 
with  you  personally,  as  I  will  be  in  heart  and  soul. 

P.  H.  Sherida.v. 

And  explained  fully  the  character  of  the  accident  to  General 
Sheridan — not  a  dangerous  one,  but  too  serious  to  permit  his 
making  a  journey. 

The  President  also  spoke  of  General  Grant — the  mention  of 
whose  name  was  the  occasion  of  hearty  cheers — from  whom  he 
had  recently  received  letters,  saying  he  was  stn^e  every  member 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  would  be  glad  to  hear  that  General 
Grant  was  well   and   enjoying  his   tour   abroad    exceedingly,    but 
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should  return  home  next  spring,  instead  of  making-  a  trip  around 
the  world,  as  he  had  contemplated,  and  we  may  feel  that  we  will 
have  his  presence  at  our  next  reunion. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  on  the  request  of  the  President, 
read  and  presented  the  following  letters  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Society. 

Washington,  October  lU,  1S78. 

General  William  T.  Sherman.  U.  S.  A., 

Presidettt  of  the  Societv  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.   Washiiigton.  D.  C: 

General: — I  have  the  honoi-  to  siilimit  tor  \'oi.ir  consideration  the  tbllow- 
ing  suggestion  looking  to  a  change  in  the  order  of  exercises  at  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  Society-. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  in  place  of  the  appointment  ot  an  orator  and 
poet  the  Society  shall  appoint  two  members  to  prepare  carefulh-,  during  the 
year  intervening  between  the  general  meetings  of  the  Society,  papers  upon 
certain  incidents  and  operations  of  the  war  in  which  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee took  part.  To  illustrate:  Let  the  subject  chosen  be  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  or  the  operations  leading  up  to  the  siege,  or  some  other  of  the 
many  operations  in  which  the  army  participated.  The  time  allowed  these 
gentlemen  in  which  to  prepare  their  papers  would  give  them  ample  opportu- 
nity to  study  fully  the  subjects  committed  to  them  and  also  the  chance,  which 
I  am  satisfied  they  would  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of,  to  correspond  with 
and  draw  from  those  who  participated  in  the  operations  under  consideration 
brief  lettei's  bearing  upon  their  several  and  varied  aspects  as  seen  from  their 
individual  standpoints.  Then,  at  the  next  annual  meeting  after  appointment, 
the  historians,  let  us  call  them,  could  read  these  papers,  and  the  letters  which 
they  may  have  called  out,  at  the  same  stage  of  our  proceedings  as  that  at 
which  the  oration  and  the  poem  are  now  delivered. 

It  may  be  objected  that  these  papers  will  not  be  of  as  general  interest  to 
members  as  the  oration  and  the  poem.  But  surel^'  this  cannot  be  so,  for  noth- 
ing can  be  of  deeper  interest  than  the  faithful  record  of  the  operations  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Without  the  slightest  disposition  to  institute  a  comparison,  there  can  be  no 
question  as  to  the  relative  value  of  such  papers.  By  judicious  appointment  of 
subjects  and  careful  selection  of  those  to  treat  them,  the  Societ>'  might  in  this 
way  cause  to  be  prepared  the  full  and  complete  historv  of  the  Arm\-  of  the 
Tennessee;  and  its  records  could  thus  be  made  to  contribute  a  fund  of  infoi-- 
mation  of  incalculable  value  to  the  future  historian  of  the  war. 

While  the  people  in  the  North  have  almost  forgotten  that  they  liad  armies 
which  stood  between  them  and  those  who  were  in  arms  to  destroy  the  na- 
tion; while  a  generation  has  grown  up  to  whom  the  rebellion  is  a  matter  of 
ancient  history-,  about  as  interesting  as  that  of  the  Assyrian  Empire,  but  not 
^uite  so  curious,  our  late  antagonists  are  hard  at  work  writing  history.  Everv 
month  their  Central  Historical  Society  put  out  a  phamplet  containing  an  ac- 
count, from  their  standpoint,  of  some  of  the  operations  of  their  armies.      These 
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])apers  aro  in  the  shape  of  memoirs  and  letters,  and  are  written  by  tliose  who 
actually  took  part  in  the  operati.^ns  discussed.  And  throughout  the  South 
their  local  and  State  historical  societies  are  engaged  in  the  same  work.  After 
awhile  a  mass  of  material,  possibly  true,  possibly'  inaccurate,  certainly  colored 
to  suit  the  views  ot  those  publishing  the  papers,  the  \'iews.  be  it  remeinbered, 
of  the  defeated  party  in  the  contest  will  be  accumulated  which  no  historian 
will  dare  to  disregard,  and  which,  indeed,  should  not  be  disregarded.  But 
what  ha\e  we  to  offer.'  I  say  it  with  great  respect,  and  with  sincere  admira- 
tion of  the  eloquence  and  feeling  to  be  found  in  the  orations  to  which  it  has 
been  our  privilege  to  listen  from  year  to  year.  Nothing  of  permanent  value. 
Nothing  reaching  the  dignity  of  history.  Nothing  of  accurate  statement  or  of 
det.iil  which  would  aid  in  historical  research.  We  shall  not  be  able  to  present 
under  om-  present  system  e\'en  incidents  of  a  personal  nature,  which,  although 
in  themselves  not  touching  great  occurrences,  are  of  great  walue  because  illus- 
trating and  lilting  up  the  character  of  an  arm_\',  and  bringing  out  into  clear 
lelief  the  qualities  and  characteristics  of  its  commanders.  We  shall  onlv  have 
to  oiler — and  truly  it  will  be  a  great  oil;ering,  but  not  of  the  kind  sought — 
eloquent  addresses  and  tiery  verse.  I  think  in  this  respect  we  should  follow 
the  example  of  the  Southern  societies,  and  change  the  character  of  our  iiublic 
exercises  to  meet  the  future  demand  of  history  upon  \our  archives. 

There  need  be  nothing  dull  in  such  papers,  '["hey  may  be  made  to  abound 
in  personal  incident,  in  delineations  of  character,  in  recollections  of  the  many 
thrilling  occm-rences  of  ai-m_\-  life,  and  these  in  turn  niav  be  so  combineti  with 
and  woven  into  the  careful  narratixe  of  military  operations  as  to  preserve  the 
spirit  and  the  essence  of  the  eloquence  of  our  present  papers,  and  vet  accum- 
ulate a  mass  of  material  of  the  profoundest  interest  and  of  the  utmost  value. 

You  have  doubtless  seen  the  papers  of  the  Southern  Historical  Society  upon 
the  battle  of  (Gettysburg.  '!'he  origin  of  these  especial  papers — the  most  of 
which  I  have  read  with  great  interest — is  peculiar,  and  is  illustrative  of  the 
propriety  of  the  proposition  which  I  submit  to  the  Society  through  you. 
Some  time  ago  the  Cointe  de  Paris  addressed  himself,  either  directly  or 
through  some  Southern  officer  of  distinction,  to  this  Society,  propounding  a 
series  oi  questions  touching  the  operations  of  General  Lee  prior  to  and  during 
the  battle  of ''j<^ttysburg,  and  suggesting  for  consideration  in  respect  of  possible 
results  certain  hypothetical  movements,  the  object  being  to  ascertain  the  exact 
value  and  character  of  General  Lee's  generalship  in  respect  of  the  battle,  and 
whether,  if  certain  movements  suggested  in  the  hypothetical  case  submitted 
had  been  made,  the  result  of  the  general  operations  of  the  rebel  army  would 
not  have  been  different.  Certainly  here  was  a  great  opportunity  for  the 
soldiers  of  tlie  South,  and  it  is  but  tair  to  say  that  they  gladly  availed  them- 
selves of  it.  A  circular  was  addressed  to  the  leading  commanders  of  the  armv 
engaged  at  Gettysburg,  calling  upon  them  to  present  papers  upon  the  basis 
submitted  in  the  questions  of  the  Comte  de  Paris.  It  is  not  within  the  scope 
ot  my  present  purpose  to  discuss  these  papers,  or  even  to  intimate  an  opinion 
upon  their  value.  It  is  quite  sufficient  to  note  the  circumstance,  and  to  invite 
your  attention   to   its   full   signiticance.      It   affords   an    eloquent    argument   in 
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supi)ort  of  my  proposition.  It,  to  my  mind,  presents  very  clearly  a  view  of 
one  of  the  functions,  heretofore  disregarded,  of  our  organization.  For  in  this 
occurrence  we  have  on  the  one  hand  the  demand  of  an  author  of  acknowledged 
power,  now  engaged  in  the  preparation  of,  so  far,  the  only  philosophical  his- 
tory of  the  war;  and  upon  the  other  an  historical  society,  composed,  as  ours  is, 
of  those  who  served  during  the  war,  oifering  the  choice  material  of  its  archives 
to  his  examination  and  consideration. 

Is  it  too  great  a  presumption  to  suggest  that  it  might  be  possible,  if  its  opera- 
tions should  receive  a  proper  direction,  for  our  Society  to  afford  a  similar 
assistance  to  the  illustrious  author.'  Or  to  hope,  should  we  take  the  lead,  that 
the  other  societies  of  our  kindred  armies  would  follow,  and  with  like  result,  in 
illuminating  the  occurrences  of  the  war? 

To  bring  this  letter  to  a  practical  conclusion,  I  venture  to  suggest  that  vou, 
sir,  and  the  gentleman  so  long  and  so  efficiently  associated  with  \ou  as  your 
Adjutant,  should  inaugurate  this  change  by  the  preparation  of  papers  upon 
such  subjects  as  may  appear  to  you  to  be  of  especial  interest  and  importance 
to  be  read  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  suggestion  being 
further  extended,  however,  in  respect  of  Colonel  Dayton's  paper,  to  an  intima- 
tion that  its  subject  should  be  the  early  organization  of  the  Armj'  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, so  as  fitly  to  serve  as  an  opening  paper  to  the  new  series.  These  papers 
need  not,  however,  take  the  place  of  those  to  be  prepared  by  the  gentlemen  to 
be  chosen  by  the  Society,  but  should  be  given  in  addition  to  such  papers,  and 
should  be  read  at  the  next  annual  meeting,  whether  the  suggested  change  of 
programme  of  exercises  be  made  or  not.  In  the  one  case  they  would  illustrate, 
I  think,  the  propriety  of  the  change;  in  the  other,  augment  the  interest  of  the 
meeting. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

Maxwell  Woodhull. 


Washington,  October  31st,  1S7S. 

General  William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  A., 

President  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Washington ,  D.  C: 
Gener.\l: —  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  3'our  note  of  the  20th  inst.,  in 
reply  to  mine  of  the  19th  inst.,  and  I  beg  to  express  to  you  the  pleasure  the 
information  that  you  have  prepared  and  will  read  at  the  Indianapolis  meeting, 
a  paper  upon  some  one  of  the  incidents  of  the  war,  gives  me.  The  fact  that 
3-ou  had  already*  decided  to  make  this  change  in  our  programme  of  proceedings 
confirms  me  in  the  belief  that  the  position  I  have  taken  is  a  sound  one.  I  only 
in  this  connection  wish  to  note  one  objection  which  you  laise  to  it  however, 
and  that  is — the  expense  to  the  Society  of  publishing  such  papers.  If  you  will 
do  me  the  favor  to  consider  t'ully  my  plan  you  will,  I  think,  perceive  that  it 
will  in  no  way  increase  the  outlay  of  the  Society.  It  now  publishes  the  oration 
and  the  poem,  and  as  my  proposition  is  that  carefully  prepared  papers  upon 
incidents  of  the  war  shall  take  the  place  of  the  oration  and  the  poem,  it  is  not 
seen  how  the  expense  of  publication  need  be  increased.  Nor  can  I  agree  that 
the   publication   by    the    Government   of  the  official    reports   now   in  the  War 
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Department  will  do  away  with  the  necessity  for  or  the  desirabiUty  of  such 
papers  as  I  suggest.  Conceding  all  that  may  be  claimed  for  the  reports,  I 
think  it  will  yet  be  admitted  that  they  will  lack  much  of  that  delicacy  of 
description  and  analysis  which  private  memoirs  can  alone  furnish,  and  which 
are  needed  to  light  up  and  fill  out  the  outlines  of  the  events  as  given  in  official 
papers.  If  we  were  confined  to  official  documents,  how  false,  or  at  least  how- 
imperfect  would  be  our  idea  of  the  Napoleonic  era,  and  even  of  the  chief 
military  operations  of  that  great  commander.  It  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  halt  in  concentration  and  in  general  military  movements  after  the  battle  of 
Dresden  to  make  clear  my  meaning.  In  no  way  else  than  by  the  examination  of 
the  private  papers  of  the  actors  in  those  great  events  has  it  been  possible  for 
the  historian  to  reconcile  that  fatal  delay  with  Napoleon's  invariable  prompt- 
ness of  action.  Much  that  now  seems  a  puzzle  to  the  student  of  our  war  only 
becomes  clear  when  the  character  of  the  commanders  and  the  local  circum- 
stances of  their  position  are  fully  known,  and  I  do  not  think  that  I  make  a  very 
bold  assertion  when  I  say  that  I  doubt  if  the  public  reports  or  papers  will  throw 
all  the  light  needed  upon  such  features  of  the  history  of  the  war. 

I  am  aware  of  the  earnestness  with  which  you  have  pushed  along  the  prep- 
aration of  the  reports  for  publication,  and  I  entirely  sympathize  with  your 
desire  to  see  them  in  print,  although  I  cannot,  as  I  have  found  myself  forced 
to  say  above,  quite  agree  in  thinking  them  sufficiently'  conclusive  evidence  for 
the  purposes  of  history.  That  they  should  be  published,  however,  and  when 
published  will  be  found  rich  in  inestimable  material  cannot  be  matter  of  doubt. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  you  tor  your  kind  assurance  that  if  I  should 
write  anything  it  would  be  received  and  published  by  the  Society.  I  should 
not.  Iiowe-rcr,  so  trespass  upon  its  notice.  I  have  7to  -wish  or  intetirion  to  write 
anvthing.  My  only  object  is  to  have  those  write  who  may  have  something  to 
say  that  is  really  worth  saying,  and  that  should  be  said,  and  whose  papers 
would  be  valuable  additions  to  the  material  out  of  which  history  should  be 
written;  papers  which,  at  any  rate,  will  be  valuable  additions  to  our  private 
libraries — for  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  official  reports  can  necessarily 
reach  but  a  small  circle,  while  our  papers  would  be  sent  to  every  member  of 
the  Society.  There  are  many  gentlemen  in  our  Society  who  could  write  very 
interesting  papers,  and,  as  a  beginning,  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  Society 
would  receive  with  great  pleasure  and  approval  any  that  the  very  competent 
officers  of  the  Society  might  be  pleased  to  prepare.  Again  thanking  you  for 
your  very  polite  acknowledgement  of  my  previous  note,  I  beg  to  subscribe 
myself, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Maxwell  Woodhull. 

P.  S. — I  think,  if  our  Society  should  inaugurate  the  plan,  the  other  societies 
would  take  it  up,  and  a  system  of  interchange  of  papers  could  be  instituted 
which  would  result  in  the  formation  of  a  basis  upon  which  valuable  military 
libraries  in  difterent  parts  of  the  country  would  grow  up.  I  had  intended  to 
present  this  view  of  the  subject  somewhat  more  carefully,  but  I  fancy,  however, 
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it  will  be  sufficient  in  this  connection  to  merely  suggest  it  to  you  as  another 
and  a  strong  reason  why  )nv  idea  of  changing  the  programme  should  be 
adopted.  M.  W. 

On  motion  ot"  General  Hickenlooper, 

Resolved,  That  General  Woodhull's  letters  be  referred  to  a 
committee  to  consider  his  suggestions,  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

General  Sherman  said  he  had  collected  information  touching 
the  incidents  of  the  death  of  Alajor-General  James  B.  McPherson, 
which  he  had  had  compiled,  and  then  read  the  following  paper, 
which  he  titles: 


SOAIE   FACTS 


K  ELATING    TO 


MAJOR-GENERAL  JAMES  B.  McPIIERSON, 


EVENTS  ATTENDINC;  lIlS  DEATH. 


Washington-.  D.  C.  October  20.  1S78. 

To  Genekal  a.  IIickeni.oopek, 

Corresponding  Srcrefarv  Societv  of  llic  Arinv  of  the  Tennessee. 

Indianapolis.  Indiana : 

Dear  Sik: — One  of  the  chief  objects  of  this  Societv  is  to  collect 
and  preserve  memorials  of  the  services  of  all  officers  who  belonged 
to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  who  fell  in  battle  or  in  the  line 
of  their  dutv. 

The  eloquent  tributes  to  General  James  B.  McPherson  bv  Gen- 
erals Hickenlooper  and  Logan,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  on  the  iSth 
of  October,  1876,  the  occasion  of  unveiling  the  Ecpiestrian  Statue, 
leave  little  more  to  be  said;  yet,  as  time  goes  on,  facts  come  out 
which  should  be  collected  in  this  Societv  to  add  to  his  fame  and 
glory,  as  an  incentive  to  honorable  exertion  bv  the  generation 
which  is  to  follow  us. 
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On  the  32d  of  July  last,  the  soldiers  of  Ohio  had  a  reunion  at 
Newark,  which  I  attended,  and  as  tlie  day  was  specially  chosen 
in  honor  of  the  memory  of  McPherson,  I  collected  a  few  items 
for  use  on  that  occasion  which  I  believe  will  prove  interesting  to 
the  members  of  this  Society,  and  I  trust  others  will  be  caretul  to 
record  facts  on  this  and  kindred  subjects,  so  that  historians  may 
find  in  this  Society  a  "treasury  of  knowledge,"  as  well  as  the  fund 
of  oratory  and  jDatriotic  expressions  so  abundant  in  our  printed 
annual  reports. 

General  Logan  gives  correctlv  his  earlv  history,  but  omits  one 
step  which,  to  militarv  minds,  is  most  suggestive.  In  186-1,  when 
the  ci\  il  war  bioke  out  in  Charleston  harbor,  McPherson  was  a 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers,  at  Alcatraz  Island,  in  the  harl^or  of 
San  Francisco,  and  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Captain  H.  G. 
Wright,  then  in  charge  of  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  in 
Washington  Citv: 

Alcatraz  Island,  \ 

San  Francisco  Bay,  Cal.,  May  11,  1SG1.\ 

Captain  II.  G.  Wright. 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  Was/iiugton.  D.  C: 
Sir: — The  intelligence  that  the  •' Contoderate  States"  had  commenced  hos- 
tilities against  the  General  Government,  and  threatened  to  seize  the  P'ederal 
Capital,  has  aroused  a  feeling  of  patriotism  in  the  breast  of  ever\-  true  and  loval 
citizen.  The  Union  element  of  this  State,  irrespective  of  party,  has  come  out 
in  the  most  decided  manner  and  resolved  to  sustain  the  Government  in  main- 
taining its  dignity  and  enforcing  the  laws;  and  to-day  there  is  one  of  the 
grandest  and  most  enthusiastic  Union  demonstrations  in  this  city  that  I  have 
ever  witnessed,  so  that  I  think  there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  on  this 
coast,  the  Union  party  being  sufticientlv  strong  to  crush  out  the  first  symptoms 
of  open  rebellion. 

I  wish  you.  and  also  the  Department,  to  understand  that  I  am  ready  and 
anxious  to  go  wherever  •!  can  be  of  the  most  service  in  upholding  the  honor 
and  power  of  the  General  Government  and  protecting  the  7^/rt^'' of  our  common 
countrv. 

Most  truly  yours, 

J.AS.  B.  McPherson, 
First  Lieutenant  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 

There  is  no  doul^t  this  patriotic  letter  was  seen  by  Mr.  Lincoln, 
for  on  the  i8th  of  June,  iS6i,  were  issued  the  following  General 
Orders,  appointing  officers  to  the  regiment  of  cavalry,  the  regiment 
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of  artillery,  and  the  nine  regiments  of  infantry  added  to  the  regular 
army  by  Mr.  Lincoln's  Proclamation  of  May  3,  1861: 

General  Orders^  War  Department.  \ 

V  Adjutant  General's  Office,  > 

No.  II.  )  Washington,  June  18.  1S61.    ) 

I. — Organization  of  the  eleven  i-egiments.  added  to  the  military  establish- 
ment, in  conformitv  with  the  President's  Proclamation  of  May  3,  1S61.  The 
officers  will  all  take  rank  in  their  respective  grades  from  May  14,  1861. 


nineteenth  regiment  of  infantry. 


Names  and  rank. 

Brevets  and 

former 
commissions. 

Born  in 

Appointed 
from. 

Remarks. 

* 

*  *         *         * 

Captains. 

*  *          *          * 

James  B.  McPherson 

*  *         *         * 

*  -::■          * 

*  *          » 

*  * 

Ohio    .  .. 

*  * 

*  * 

*  * 

Ohio 

*  * 

*  * 

*  * 

I  Lt.  Engs. 

»          *         * 

*         » 

\'I. — The  recruiting  for  the  new  regiments  will  be  commenced  immediately, 
and  be  conducted  under  the  supeiintendence  of  their  Colonels,  or  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  (as  may  be  hereafter  determined)  in  the  States  adjoining  the  head- 
quarters of  each  regiment.  All  officers  will  accordingly,  by  letter  or  in  person, 
report  forthwith  for  orders  to  their  respective  Colonels. 

******** 


By  order: 


L.  Tiiomal, 
Ad/ntant-General. 


This  order  must  have  reached  San  Francisco  b}'  Panama  (then 
the  only  route)  about  the  3Sth  of  July,  for  on  the  29th  were  made 
the  following  Special  Orders: 


Special  Orders[ 
No.  134.  S 


HEAD(y:ARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   PaCIFK,) 

San  Francisco.  July  29,  18G1.  \ 


3.      Captain    J.    B.    McPherson,    recentlv    promoted    to    the   Nineteenth   In- 
fantrv,  and  ordered  to  join  his  regiment,  will    (in   the  absence   of  orders    Irom 
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the  Engineer  Department)  turn  over  to  Second  Lieutenant  George  H.  El- 
liot, of  the  Engineers,  all  money  and  property  in  his  possession  belonging  to 
the  United  States. 

By  Order  of  Brigadier-Gkneral  Sumner 

R.  C.  Drum, 
Assistant  Adjtitatit-  General. 

General  Sumner  was  not  authorized  to  make  tliis  order  because 
Lieutenant  McPherson  belonged  to  the  Engineers,  and  he  doubt- 
less intentionallv  stretched  his  authority  to  relieve  McPherson  of 
his  money  and  property  responsibility,  when  I  am  confident  Mc- 
Pherson came  East  by  way  of  Panama,  as  a  Captain  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Infantr\-,  bv  the  authoiity  of  Paragraph  VI  of  the  General 
Orders  No   33,  above  quoted. 

Reaching  New  York  about  the  zSth  of  August,  he  learned  that, 
by  an  increase  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  he  had  been  promoted 
in  his  own  corps  to  be  a  Captain,  to  date  August  6,  1S61,  which 
commission  he  preferred  to  the  one  in  the  Nineteenth  Infantry, 
and  accordingly  he  went  to  duty  in  the  former  capacity  at  Boston. 
Such  a  spirit,  however,  could  not  rest  in  Boston  whilstdeeds  of 
war  were  to  he  done  and  fame  acquired  elsewhere;  accordingly 
we  soon  find  him  on  General  Halleck's  staff' at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
whence  he  was  sent  to  accompany  General  Grant  to  Fort  Ilenry, 
Donelson,  Shiloh,  and  so  on.  His  militarv  career  up  to  the  day 
of  his  death  is  well  recorded,  but  the  minute  events  of  that  da}', 
July  22,  1S64,  are  no  where  minutely  given  in  any  book  of  which 
I  have  knowledge. 

General  William  E.  Strong,  now  of  Chicago,  who  was  Inspect- 
or-General on  General  McPherson's  stafl',  has  prepared  the  best 
connected  narrative  I  have  yet  seen  in  manuscript,  but  though 
he  filed  a  copy  with  me,  he  has  withdrawn  it  for  correction. 
When  it  is  so  corrected,  I  will  advise  him  to  file  another  copy 
with  this  Societ}',  which  is  the  proper  depositorv,  and  what  I  now 
offer  is  rather  explanatory  of,  and  supplementarv  to.  that  of  General 
Strong. 

I  now  condense  the  substance  of  the  official  reports  which  have 
not  vet  been  printed  in  full,  but  soon  will  be. 

Report  of  General  Frank  P.  Blair.  17 th  Corps.  2d  Dix-ision. 

July  20th,  advanced  from  Decatur  with  two  divisions — 3d,  Leggett;  4th, 
Gresham.      General   Gresham   was   wounded  on  the  20th.  and  was  succeeded 
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by  Giles  A.  Smith,  On  the  morning  of  Julj  21st  Leggetfs  Division  carried 
the  enemy's  works  on  Bald  Hill.  General  Force,  commanding  ist  Brigade, 
was  most  conspicuous,  and  was  seriously  wounded.  During  the  day  Giles  A. 
Smith's  Division  shitted  to  the  lel't  of  Leggett,  prolonging  his  line  to  conform 
to  the  movement  in  that  direction  of  the  enemj-.  Late  in  the  day  Fuller's 
Brigade,  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps,  arrived,  reported,  and  was  placed  '•  in  re- 
serve." 

Juh-  2jd,  verv  earlv,  the  enemy's  intrenchment,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in 
front  of  his  position,  was  found  empty  and  was  occupied  by  his  skirmishers. 
Received  orders  from  General  McPherson,  in  person,  to  advance  and  occupy 
these  lines  as  soon  as  General  Dodge's  Corps  had  arrived  and  took  position  on 
the  extreme  left.  Rode  back  with  General  McPherson  and  met  General 
Dodge  en  route,  who  halted  his  command  and  went  in  person  to  examine 
the  ground  he  was  to  occupv.  Whilst  he  was  at  his  headquarters  heard  that  a 
small  detachment  of  the  enemy  had  attacked  his  hospital  camp,  and  afterwards 
witnessed  General  Dodge's  troops  repulse  the  attack  of  Bates'  and  Walker's 
Divisions  of  Hardee's  Corps.  Afterwards  Cleburne's  and  Manny's  Divisions 
struck  Giles  A.  Smith's  left  tlank,  bending  it  back  so  as  to  make  junction 
with  Dodge.  Wangelin's  Brigade,  of  the  15th  Corps,  arrived,  and  was  used 
to  till  up  this  gap.  General  Blair's  report  is  very  full  as  to  the  desperate  fight- 
ing in  the  afternoon,  and  recites  the  fact  that  he  was  near  the  spot  where  Gen- 
eral McPherson  was  killed;  "Heard  the  volley  which  killed  him.  and  the 
yells  of  the  rebels  after  the  shot  took  ettect." 

General  Giles  A.  Smith's  Report. 

The  4th  Division,  .'7th  Corps,  was,  during  the  ;ist,  on  tiie  right  of  Leggett, 
connecting  with  the  15th  Corps.  On  the  22d,  moved  to  the  left  of  Leggett, 
extending  his  line  along  the  McDonough  road.  First  Brigade  (Potts'j  on 
the  right,  connecting  with  Leggett,  and  the  3d  Brigade  (Colonel  Hall)  on  the 
extreme  left.  Two  regiments  were  thrown  back  facing  south,  and  a  picket 
line  was  formed  extending  back  "  a  mile  and  a  half."  While  preparing  to 
advance  his  whole  line  to  the  rebel  intrenclinents,  which  were  ^vithin  one 
thousand  six  hundred  yards  of  the  works  of  Atlanta,  heard  skirmishing  to  his 
left  and  rear.  The  skirmishers  were  soon  driven  in.  and  he  saw  the  enemy 
emerge  from  the  woods  on  his  left,  striking  his  tlank.  Potts'  Brigade  was  sent 
to  assist  Hall,  but  was  driven  back,  and  Hall  drew  back  his  brigade,  leaving 
the  i6th  Iowa  and  two  guns  of  Compan\'  '•  F,"  2d  Illinois  Artillery,  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  whole  of  his  lines  then  became  heavily  engaged  to 
the  rear,  the  men  springing  over  the  parapets,  fighting  with  their  backs  to  At- 
lanta. The  fuing  was  at  close  quarters,  and  great  execution  was  done;  the 
enemv  linally  falling  back  into  the  woods  to  reform.  In  this  position  the  er.- 
emy  made  a  second'most  desperate  attack,  reaching  the  parapet,  across  which 
ofijcers  fought  with  swords  and  the  men  with  bayonets.  This  attack  lasted 
three-fourths, of  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  again  fell  back  to  the  woods  to  re- 
form.    Soon  after   this  attack   a  sally   came  from   the  direction  of  Atlanta, 
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which  compelled  the  division  again  to  cross  the  parapet  and  fight  in  the  op- 
posite direction.  VVangelin's  Brigade  joined  during  the  fight  and  served  un- 
der his  orders.  The  fighting  on  this  fiank  was  very  heavy,  and  lasted,  with 
intervals  from  soon  after  noon  till  dark;  the  enemy  drawing  ofl:'  before  day- 
light.     Savs  nothing  of  McPherson. 

Report  of  General  (i.  M.  Dod<:e,  Left  ]Ving\  IGf/i  Corps. 

Two  divisions — 2d,  (jeneral  T.  W.  Sweeny;  4th..  General  J.  C.  \'eacli. 
Morning  of  July  22d.  2d  Division  on  right  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee;  ist 
Brigade,  4th  Division,  Fuller,  in  reserve,  near  left  of  the  Army  in  rear  of  the 
17th  Corps;  2d  Brigade,  4th  Division,  in  Decatur,  with  orders  to  hold  the 
place,  and  cover  the  trains  in  the  absence  of  Garrard's  Cavalry. 

At  8  A.  M.  i-eceived  verbal  orders  from  General  McPheison  to  move  2d  Divi- 
sion to  the  extreme  left  flank.  Moved  across  the  railroad  to  a  point  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  the  17th  Corps,  and  a  Haifa  mile  soutli  of  the 
railroad.  Went  in  person  to  examine  the  ground  on  the  extreme  left,  intended 
lor  him.  but  hearing"  the  17th  Corps  would  not  move  forward  to  the  new  posi- 
tion until  night,  sent  back  word  to  General  Sweeny  to  halt  and  remain  wliere 
he  was.  Fuller's  Brigade  was  with  the  17th  Corps,  in  reserve,  and  from  it 
working  parties  were  sent  out  to  prepare  the  ground  he  was  to  occupy. 

About  12,  noon,  while  he  was  with  General  Fuller,  at  his  camp,  he  heard 
shots  in  the  rear  of  the  17th  Corps,  and  heard  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in 
lear  of  the  main  line.  General  Sweeny  had  also  sent  skirmishers  out  and  dis- 
covered the  presence  of  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  in  the  woods  in  rear  of  the 
left  of  the  17th  Corps,  of  which  he  notified  General  Dodge,  who  accordingh-  in- 
structed him  to  deploy  forward  to  meet  them  and  drive  them  back.  General 
Fuller  also  moved  his  brigade  rapidly  back  to  the  same  point,  deploying  on  the 
right  of  Sweeny,  facing  south.  Scarcely  had  this  line  been  formed  when  the 
enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  in  three  columns,  engaging  his  whole  front, 
and  passing  his  right  flank  in  the  uncovered  interval  between  Fuller's  right 
and  the  17th  Corps.  Sent  word  to  (ieneral  Giles  A.  Smith  of  the  fact,  and- 
that  with  liis  force  he  could  not  close  tlie  gap,  advising  him  to  refuse  his  left 
flank,  so  as  to  make  connection. 

On  this  ground  his  corps  engaged  most  successfully  with  the  enemv  on  liis 
front  .'ind  left,  repeatedly  driving  him  back  into  the  woods,  but  could  not  pic- 
vent  the  enem\-  passing  his  right  flank,  for  which  reason  he  threw  back  his 
right  flank,  so  that  at  the  close  of  tiie  day  his  line  was  "facing  a  little  west  of 
south,"  and  there  he  threw  up  intrenchments;  he  reports  that  "General  Mc- 
Pherson  fell  on  the  right  of  mv  line  about  one  hour  after  the  commencement." 

During  the  battle  he  called  on  General  Logan  tor  reintorcenients,  w  ho  sent 
him  Colonel  Martin's  Brigade,  15th  Corps,  and  aboat  4  p.  m.  General  Logan 
called  for  aid  to  repulse  the  attack  made  square  in  front,  from  Atlanta,  along 
the  railroad,  ngain^t  Morgan  L.  Smith's  Di\ision.  when  he  sent  the  2d  Brigade, 
2d  Di\ision,  Colonel  Aug.  Merse\ .  Again  at  5  v.  y\.  he  called  on  Cieneral 
Cox  of  General  Schofield's  Armw  tor  help,  who  sent  a  briij;ade  which  he  posted 
on  his  left. 


164  Proceedings  of  the  Society 

He  reports  that  Colonel  Sprague's  Brigade  was  composed  of  three  small 
regiments,  six  guns  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Battery,  and  a  section  of 
the  1st  Michigan  Artillery,  and  that  with  this  small  force  he  had  held  in  check 
two  divisions  of  Wheeler's  Cavalry,  (dismounted);  drew  out  of  Decatur  to  a 
strong  position  north  of  the  town  which  covered  the  trains  of  the  15th  and 
17th  Corps,  which  were  coming  up  from  Rosewell. 

[Note. — In  the  same  report  General  Dodge  says  that  Battery 
"F,"  2cl  U.  S.  Regular  Artillery  (Murray's)  was  in  the  line  of  the 
17th  Corps  when  General  Fuller  fell  back  to  form  on  Sweenj^'s 
right.  This  battery  was  afterwards  ordered  back  to  take  position 
on  Fuller's  right  to  assist  in  closing  '"the  gap;"  was  on  the  same 
road  and  very  near  the  place  where  McPherson  was  shot;  was 
captured  by  the  enemy,  guns,  horses  and  all,  except  most  of  the 
men  who  escaped  into  the  wood.=,  the  road  being  so  narrow  and 
the  woods  so  close  that  there  was  no  room  to  unlimber  and  come 
into  action.] 

Getieral  Fuller  s  Report,  dated  August  2.  1864, 

On  the  2ist  of  July  w-as  in  command  of  the  4th  Division  of  the  16th  Corps, 
(General  Veach  having  gone).  By  direction  of  General  Dodge  sent  the  2d 
Brigade,  Colonel  J.  W.  Sprague,  to  Decatur  to  report  to  him  (Dodge)  for 
instruction,  and  with  the  remaining  brigade,  in  the  evening,  marched  to  the 
rear  of  the  17th  Corps,  reported  to  General  F.  P.  Blair,  and  was  conducted  to 
the  rear  of  the  line  held  by  Leggett's  Division.  On  this  march  his  brigade 
w-as  accompanied  by  Light  Company  "F,"  2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  (Murray's.) 

On  the  2 2d  General  Dodge  came  to  his  camp  early  and  said  he  had  orders 
with  his  corps  to  occupy  the  extreme  left  of  the  Army  as  soon  as  the  new  line 
was  selected.  About  noon  Lieutenant  Laird  also  came  up  from  Decatur  with 
the  14th  Oliio  Battery,  which  properly  belonged  to  his  brigade,  lie  halted  it 
on  the  road,  and  posted  it  on  good  ground,  well  to  the  rear,  to  await  the  selec- 
tion of  their  new  line. 

About  I  p  M.  firing  was  heard  to  the  rear,  and,  by  General  Dodge's  order, 
he  sent  a  regiment  back  to  protect  their  trains,  but  in  a  few  minutes  the  firing 
became  so  heavy  that  he  ordered  out  the  entire  brigade  at  a  double  quick;  he 
reached  the  position  near  which  he  had  posted  Lieutenant  Laird"s  battery, 
(14th  Ohio,)  which  formed  the  right  of  General  Sweeny's  line,  formed  line  on 
the  right  of  and  almost  immediately  became  engaged. 

The  enemy  came  out  of  the  woods  to  the  south  into  the  open  field,  halted, 
opened  fire,  but  seemed  surprised  to  find  an  organized  force  there.  The  en- 
emy were  soon  driven  back  into  the  woods.  In  a  very  short  time  the  enemy 
again  emerged  from  the  timber.  General  Fuller  ordered  his  men  to  hold 
their  fire  till  the  enemy  came  very  near,  then  to  deliver  their  fire  and  charge 
with  bavonets.     The  fire    was    delivered   "too    soon,"   followed  by  a  charge 
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which  drove  the  enemy  from  his  front,  and  the  attack  was  not  again  renewed 
from  that  quarter,  but  immediately  after  this  charge  he  discovered  the  enemy 
passing  his  right  flank,  in  the  wooded  interval  between  him  and  the  17th 
Corps.  He  changed  front  to  the  right — "by  the  rear,  at  the  double-quick" — 
and  charged  against  the  flanks  of  this  new  enemy,  which  threw  them  into  con- 
fusion. In  this  attack  he  saw  a  General  ofticer,  supposed  to  be  General  W. 
H.  T.  Walker,  of  Hardee's  Corps,  ride  out  of  the  woods,  swinging  his  hat  and 
urging  his  troops  forward;  "the  next  moment  his  horse  went  back  riderless." 

[Note. — All  these  preliminary  conflicts  are  shown  by  the  ac- 
companying maps  to  have  been  south  of  or  in  front  of  the  "wood 
road"  connecting  Fuller's  position  with  General  Blair's,  on  which 
road  McPherson  was  afterw^ards  killed.] 

It  was  just  after  these  combats  that  General  McPherson,  who  had  been 
looking  on  from  high  ground  in  oiu-  rear,  rode  away  'to  see  how  Giles  A. 
Smith  was  getting  on."  He  rode  down  the  road  which  led  from  my  right 
flank  into  the  woods,  where  he  must  have  been  immediately  killed. 

The  enemy  reformed  his  lines  in  the  woods  and  again  came  out  in  the  open 
fields  to  his  right.  He  ordered  the  64th  Illinois  (Colonel  John  Morrill), 
Lieutenant  Colonel  M.  W.  Manning  commanding  the  regiment,  to  move  to 
the  right,  then  to  advance  into  the  woods,  and,  if  possible,  get  a  flank  fire  on 
this  force.  This  regiment  gained  the  position  ordered,  drove  back  the  rebels, 
captured  and  sent  in  forty  prisoners  and  a  stand  of  colors,  and  "their  valor 
rescued  the  body  of  McPherson,  when  it  was  borne  to  the  rear." 

Those  who  have  been  on  the  ground  can  easily  understand 
these  reports,  and  such  as  have  possession  of  the  official  maps  re- 
cently issued  can  follow  every  movement. 

The  attack  of  July  2  2d,  on  our  left  flank,  was  made  b}-  Wheel- 
er's Cavalry,  at  Decatur,  and  by  Hardee's  Infantrv  Corps,  com- 
posed of  the  divisions  of  Bates,  Walker,  Cleburne,  and  Manny. 
The  first  two  named  divisions  struck  Dodge  in  position  and  were 
checked.  The  other  two  penetrated  the  wooded  interval  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile,  struck  in  flank  and  rear  the  17th  Corps. 
The  battle  was  peculiarly  bloody  and  desperate,  but  remained  a 
"glorious  victory"  to  our  arms,  attended,  however,  by  the  awful 
calamity  of  the  death  of  Major-General  McPherson,  Commandino- 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  had  verv  carefully 
examined  his  line  that  morning,  and  had  concluded  to  occupv  a 
certain  eminence  on  his  left  front  (al:)out  1,600  yards  from  the 
Foundry)  with  the  i6th  Corps,  General  Dodge.  Several  notes  had 
passed  between  him  and  me  that  morning,  and  I  had  instructed 
him   not  to  extend  too  far  in  that  direction,  and  explained  to  him 
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that  as  soon  as  General  Garrard  returned  from  Covington,  \i/,:  bv 
the  24th  of  [ulv,  that  I  proposed  to  shift  his  whole  armv  to  the 
extrme  right  (of  Thomas),  so  as,  if  possible,  to  reach  the  AIact)n 
road.  Neither  he  nor  I  expected  an  attack  in  force  to  our  left 
rear  b}'  anything  except  cavalry,  which  neither  of  us  feared.  We 
did  expect  sallies  on  our  left  front,  as  also  on  our  right  front,  and 
at  intermediate  places. 

I  have  in  my  printed  memoirs  related  minutely  and  carefully 
what  occurred  during  his  personal  visit  to  me,  which  was  a  long 
one,  lasting  fuUv  an  hour  or  more.  He  left  me  in  consequence  of 
the  same  firing  which  made  Dodge  order  .Sweeny  to  form  his 
line  facing  south,  and  which  caused  Fuller,  at  the  double-quick, 
to  go  back  from  the  17th  Corps  to  his  l)attery  already  in  position. 
He,  beyond  question,  was  overlooking  Fuller  between  12  and  i 
o'clock  p.  M.,  and,  in  my  opinion,  was  killed  by  a  volley  about  i 
p.  M.  of  July  22d.  His  body  was  iu)t  rifled  save  of  his  pocket- 
book,  which  contjiined  considerable  money  and  some  papers. 
These  were  afterwards  recovered,  aiitl  I  was  then  told  they  had 
been  found  in  the  haversack  of  one  of  the  f(;rtv  prisoners  reported 
by  General  Fuller  as  sent  back  by  the  6_i.th  Illinois,  which  regi- 
ment also  recovered  his  body. 

Up  to  within  a  few  minutes  of  his  death  that  road  was  safe, 
aird  had  been  used  all  that  morning  by  oflicers  and  men  passing 
to  and  fro.  A  private  soldier  named  Reynolds,  of  an  Iowa  regi- 
ment, says  he  was  near  jSIcPherson  when  he  fell  from  his  horse, 
antl  heard  his  last  sigh,  but  his  death  must  have  been  almost  in- 
stantaneous. His  body  was  brought  to  me  at  the  Howard  or 
Hurt  House,  where  I  had  it  examined  by  Dr.  Hewitt,  who  said 
the  range  of  the  ball  must  have  passed  very  near  his  heart.  The 
minute  account  published  in  the  Nashville  ^^///o//.  and  repuldished 
in  the  Aruiv  and  A^avv  Journal  of  July  10,  1875,  page  762.  signed 
by  Richard  Beard,  is  undoubtedly  in  the  main  correct.  Beard 
was  a  Captain  in  the  Fifth  Confederate  Regiment,  and  on  that 
day,  July  22,  1864,  commanded  the  skirmish  line  which  preceded 
Cleburne's  Division  in  the  general  attack  on  our  flank.  He  says 
that  he  ordered  Corporal  Coleman  to  Are  the  shot  which  pro\ed 
fatal,  and  the  probabilities  are  that  he  is  correct  in  this  particular, 
though  mistaken  in  saying  General  McPheison  was  attended  by 
a  large  staft' or  followed  b}-  an  escort,  as  will  appear  later  in  this 
narrative.      He    was  alone    with  his  orderly,  A.  J.  Thompson.  4th 
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Ohio  Independent  Company,  and  his  staft'  officers  had  been  sent 
oft'  on  various  errands,  chiefly  to  bring  up  reinforcements  to  the 
threatened  quarter.  His  body  was,  as  you  all  know,  taken  im- 
mediately to  Ch'de,  Ohio,  where  it  still  remains  burie<l,  whilst 
his  Equestrian  Statue  stands  in  Washington.  Recently  at  New- 
ark, Ohio,  a  veteran  came  to  me  and  said  he  was  McPherson's 
orderly  on  that  day,  and  that  he  sai.o  him  when  shot,  and  was 
himself  thrown  from  his  horse  and  made  a  prisoner  at  the  time. 
He  denied  that  Reynolds  was  there  at  all,  and  at  my  instance  he 
wrote  the  following  letter,  which  I  here  give  in  full: 

American  Moisi:,         \ 
Newark.  Ohio,  July  22,  1S7S.) 
To  General  Sher.man: 

You  wished  me  to  give  the  particulars  of  General  James  B.  McPherson's 
death,  which  I  will.  It  was  between  it  and  12  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  we  heard 
heavv  skirmishing  oft'  to  the  left.  General  McPherson  ordered  his  horse. 
Hickenlooper.  Steele,  Giles  and  myself  accompanied  him.  After  we  crossed 
Sugar  Tree  Creek  we  met  some  teams  coming  that  were  about  to  get  up  a 
stampede.  The  General  said  to  iiis  slaft":  'Go  and  stop  those  teams,  or  the\ 
might  cause  a  general  stampede,"'  and  they  did  as  he  told  them. 

That  left  none  but  mvself  with  him.  We  hastened  up  to  the  top  of  the  rise, 
where  the  road  turned  to  the  right,  and  there  halted  a  few  moments,  and  he 
looked  to  the  right  and  left.  He  did  not  speak  one  word  to  me.  While  we 
were  there  Captain  Raymond  came  up,  and  he  appeared  veiw  much  excited. 
He  said:  '"General  McPherson,  General  Leggett  wants  to  know  what  he  shall 
do;  "  he  said  the  rebels  were  pressing  him.  McPherson  told  him  to  go  back 
and  tell  Leggett  "to  straighten  his  lines  parallel  with  the  road  that  runs  down 
in  the  woods,  just  as  quick  as  God  will  let  you."  Captain  Raj'mond  turned 
his  horse  and  started;  got  about  fifty  _\ards  from  where  we  were;  General 
McPherson  started  after  him,  and,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  we  got  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  the  woods.  I  saw  Captain  Raymond's  horse 
fall.  It  looked  to  me  like  Raymond's  horse  imnped  up  four  feet,  lit  on  his 
back,  and  slid  about  a  rod.     Raymond  fell  oft' to  the  left. 

Just  as  I  saw  the  rebels  come  right  upon  us.  they  yelled  out  to  us — "halt! 
halt  11  ^  ou  damned  sons  of  bitches."  The  General  checked  his  horse  and  raised 
his  hat  at  the  same  time,  and  then,  with  a  quick  turn  to  the  right,  he  tried  to 
get  away.  I  saw  them  raise  their  gims  to  shoot;  I  slid  down  on  mv  saddle, 
and  as  I  bent  over  I  saw  the  leaves  fiy  t'rom  under  the  (jeneral;  mv  head 
struck  a  tree  and  knocked  and  stunned  me,  I  suppose,  for  about  three  minutes. 
When  I  got  over  my  stun.  I  got  up  and  started  to  help  him  up;  he  was  Iving 
on  his  right  side,  with  his  right  hand  under  his  breast;  his  left  hand  was  on 
his  left  leg,  and  I  called  him,  asked  if  he  was  hurt,  and  he  said:  'O!  Oi-derlv 
I  am.'"  Then  I  went  to  pick  him  up,  and  there  was  a  big  rebel  caught  hold  of 
my   revolver-belt  and  jerked  and  dragged  me  awav  tVom  him,  and  called  me  a 
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Yankee  son  of  a  bitch;  told  nie  to  go  to  the  rear,  or  they  would  shoot  me.  At 
this  time  the  General  turned  over  on  his  face,  and  was  trembling.  I  think  he 
was  dead. 

A.  J.  Thompson, 
I^th  Ohio  Independent  Company,  Georgetoivn,  Brozvn  County,  O. 

I  also  give  in  full  a  letter  from  Captain  Breckinridge,  of  the 
regular  army,  who  was  with  Murray's  battery  that  day,  and 
was  captured  with   it: 

Washington  Arsenal,  D.  C.  October  12,  1S7S. 
Genk.-al  VV.  T.  Sherman: 

General: — My  battery,  "  F,"  2d  Artillery,  was  temporarily  on  duty  with 
the  division  on  the  left  of  your  lines,  in  tVont  of  Atlanta,  on  )ul\-  22,  1S64.  I 
have  seen  no  official  or  other  report  of  the  day's  doings  from  tiiat  battery  since, 
and  have  not  access,  to-day,  to  any  private  papers  which  may  bear  on  the  time, 
so  what  I  say  is  from  memory,  and  its  accuracy  is  easily  tested. 

We  awoke  on  the  22d  to  find  a  rumor  prevailing  that  Hood  was  to  hit  us 
that  dav  as  he  hit  Thomas  on  the  20th  After  breakfast  (I  was  not  wearing  a 
watch,  so  did  not  note  the  hour)  Murray  and  I  rode  over  to  the  heavy  Parrott 
battery,  well  to  the  right,  to  take  one  outside  look  at  Atlanta  before  the  fight. 
General  McPherson  visited  this  battery  while  we  were  there  and  then  went 
toward  our  part  of  the  lines,  which  hastened  our  return.  It  was  near  noon 
when  the  enemy  actually  broke  into  view  upon  an  opposing  hill  on  our  lett, 
and  nearh'  facing  the  crotchet.  The  guns  were  instinctively  turned  on  them, 
the  cartridges  rammed  home,  and  the  projectiles  placed  at  the  muzzles,  with 
fuses  cut  short,  when  the  officers  interfered  to  stop  further  proceedings  till  the 
special  authority  to  fire  came,  which  our  orders  demanded.  A  section  from 
another  battery  was  ordered  to  our  left  to  open  the  ball,  and  we  received 
prompt  orders  to  return  to  our  proper  (the  i6th)  Corps,  over  the  same  road 
we  had  traversed  the  evening  before.  This  road  debouched  into  the  main  one 
between  our  position  and  General  Smith's  headquarters,  to  our  right.  I  got 
the  pieces  into  column  on  this  road  while  Murray  went  to  tell  the  neighboring 
Generals  of  the  ticklish  nature  of  the  movement  we  were  being  put  through, 
and  then  to  bring  the  caissons  on  the  road  behind  the  pieces.  He  soon  joined 
the  head  of  the  column  with  the  information  that  the  road  was  known  to  be 
clear  within  the  past  five  minutes,  that  our  division  was  anxious  for  our  pre- 
sence, and  that  our  onh-  chance  was  to  shoot  those  rapids.  We  failed  to 
make  it.  We  had  gone  half  a  niile,  say,  and  were  still  in  a  swinging  pace 
when  we  met  General  Cleburne's  Texans,  and  that  part  of  the  woods  road 
was  not  built  so  that  a  light  battery  could  march  on  while  the  enemy's  line 
was  crossing  it.  Kach  party  steadied  itself:  the  first  piece  was  unlimbered; 
the  team  was  straining  the  restricted  turn;  there  was  a  rattling  volley,  and  the 
usefulness  of  Battery  "  F,"  was  ended  for  that  day,  and  the  Texans  were 
charmed  at  h  ^ving  caught  us  "going  it  alone."  Within  the  next  ten  minutes. 
say  about  half  past  12,  I  knew  that  General  McPherson  had  been   killed,  and 
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that  his  orderly,  who  was  the  only  person  with  him  when  he  tell,  was  now  a 
prisoner.  The  prisoned  whisper  which  told  that  noble  death  was  memorable, 
even  in  a  day  so  marked.  Subseciuent  events  had  no  relation  to  the  matter  in 
hand,  and  indeed  much  that  I  ha\-e  stated  is  only  given  to  mark  the  cadence 
of  the  time  that  day.  and  if  redundant,  the  needed  facts  are  easily  selected  out 
from  the  hulls. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  C.  Breckenridge, 
Captaiji  2d  Artillery.  Brevet- Major,  U.S.A. 

The  spot  of  ground  on  which  McPherson  fell  and  died  has  re- 
centh  been  purchased  by  the  officers  of  General  Ruger's  Staff  at 
Atlanta,  and  marked  as  described  in  the  following  letter  of  Major 
McGinness,  U.  S.  Ordnance  Department: 

Atlant.v,  Ga..  June  S,  IS77. 
General  \V.  T.  Sherman, 

Was/ii7igton.  D.  C: 
Mv  Dear  General: — General  Callender  tells  me  you  were  good  enough 
to  recommend  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  issue  of  a  cannon  to  mark  the 
spot  where  McPherson  fell:  and  also  to  suggest  that  the  spot  be  secured  by 
deed  and  to  fence  it  in  by  a  gun-barrel  fence,  such  as  had  been  made  at  St. 
Louis  Arsenal,  both  of  which  suggestions  have  been  adopted  and  will  be  put 
in  execution.  The  spot  is  already  secured  by  deed,  which  is  duly  recorded, 
and  General  Callender  has  been  authorized  to  make  the  fence,  charging  the 
labor  which  will  be  paid  by  officers  at  these  headquarters.  The  gun  will  be  a 
24-poimder.  and  will  be  smunounted  by  a  shell,  and  will  be  up  and  fenced  in 
bv  the  mitldle  of  July.  It  is  deemed  best  to  have  the  ground  just  as  near  as  it 
was  then  as  nature  has  permitted  it  to  remain,  although  it  has  been  suggested 
to  clear  it  off  and  plant  flowers  and  shridDs  upon  it.  Unless  a  better  sugges- 
tion is  made.  I  am  in  favor  of  leaving  it  as  it  is.  There  will  be  a  roadway 
sixteen  feet  wide  to  and  around  it,  also  secin-ed  by  tlie  same  deed,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  put  up  a  sign  where  this  road  intersects  the  McDonough  road 
marked  "  McPherson  Avenue,"  so  that  any  one  can  drive  to  it.  It  is  pre- 
sumed the  exact  spot  has  been  located,  or  at  least  to  within  thirty  or  forty 
yards.  I  was  told  by  a  Mr.  McKee.  who  lives  just  across  the  road  from 
w  here  Spear's  house  stood,  that  some  one  told  him  the  spot  had  been  marked 
at  the  time  b\-  blazing  trees,  which  pointed  to  it  exactly;  I  took  him  along, 
and  after  some  hours  hunt  found  these  trees:  they  are  represented  by  dots 
around  spot  marked  No.  i.  on  enclosed  sketch,  and  correspond  closely  to 
General  Foe's  directions  to  me.  being  about  seven  hundred  and  sixty  yards 
from  the  McDonough  road.  About  forty  yards  from  this  spot  there  is  an- 
other circle,  marked  No-  2.  about  which  I  have  some  doubts.  The  two  lines 
are  supposed  to  represent  the  location  of  a  military  road,  unrecognizable, 
which  Mr.  Brown,  the  owner  of  the  land,  says  was  used  by  our  forces.  He 
savs  he  picked  up  a  broken  caisson  at  this  point.      Now,  if  that  road  was  in  exist- 
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ence  that  morning,  is  it  not  likely  he  would  have  taken  it,  as  it  was  a  more  direct 
one  to  Legsjett's  Hill,  where  he  was  going;  and  it  would  have  been  the  nearest 
way.  It  would  be  in  full  view  of  the  rifle-pits  on  the  right  of  the  spot  marked 
No  I.  I  am  inclined  to  think  spot  No.  i  is  the  place;  but  those  who  were  here 
at  the  time  will  know,  and  I  presume  General  Poe  knows.  There  are  bullet 
holes  in  the  blazed  trees,  and  I  picked  up  in  the  road,  opposite  one  of  them,  a 
portion  of  a  stirrup-hood,  which  looked  as  if  it  had  been  shot  away;  if  his 
equipments  were  injured  in  this  way,  I  should  consider  this  sufficient  evidence 
in  favor  of  spot  No.  i. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  R.  McGinnkss. 

General  O.  M.  Poe,  U.  S.  Engineers,  an  Aide-de-Camp  on  my 
Staff' at  Atlanta  in  1864,  as  well  as  now,  has  carefully  compiled  a 
map  of  the  ground  fought  over  during  July  32,  1864,  and  I  submit 
it  with  this  paper,  which  map  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  that  has 
ever  yet  been  made  to  illustrate  the  events  of  that  day. 

W.  T.  Shp:r.man. 

Goieral. 

General  Sherman  also  read  the  following  letter: 

Saint  Louis  Powder  Depot  ,  ^ 

Jeffersoiv  Barr.\cks,  Mo.,  October  28,  187S.    J 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

President  of  the  Society  of  the  Ar/i/y  of  the  Tennessee.  Indianapolis.  Ind.: 
General: — You  are  doubtless  aware  that  the  officers  of  the  army  lately 
stationed  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  the  South — Atlanta,  Ga., 
have  erected  a  suitable  memorial  upon  the  spot  where  General  J.  B.  McPher- 
son  fell — thus  enshrining  it  to  sacred  memory.  By  the  aid  of  an  accui^ate  and 
detailed  map,  made  by  General  O.  M.  Poe,  U.  S.  Engineer,  A.  D.  C.  to  the 
General  of  the  army,  this  spot  was  accurately  located  beyond  a  doubt.  Before 
taking  steps  in  the  matter,  a  title  deed  to  the  ground  with  a  right  of  way  to 
same  was  first  secured  from  the  owner  of  the  farm  upon  which  the  battle  of 
July  22d,  1S64  was  fought.  This  document  stands  in  my  name,  and  is  dul_\- 
recorded  on  the  records  of  DeKalb  County,  Ga. 

As  there  can  be  no  more  appropriate  custodian  of  this  deed,  and  no  one 
better  entitled  to  have  charge  of  and  guard  the  spot  hallowed  by  his  blood, 
than  the  gallant  old  army  of  which  he  was  so  proud,  and  that  loved  him  so 
well,  through  you  I  hereby  present  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  the  deed 
in  question,  together  with  a  cut  of  the  memorial  clipped  from  the  New  Tork 
Graphic  of  October,  1S77,  and  slips  from  the  Sax'annah  JVews  and  Sunny  South 
of  various  dates,  describing  the  memorial  and  certain  incidents  relating  to  his 
death. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  R.  McGinness, 
Captain  attd  Brevet-Major,  Ord.  Corps.  U.  S.  A. 
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Following  the  reading  of  the  above  papers,  General  vSherman 
statevl  that  he  beheved  there  were  some  incidents  relating  to  the 
death  of  General  McPherson  that  had  not  yet  been  made  entire!}' 
clear:  that  other  facts  could  be  ascertained,  and  he  hoped  every 
otlicer  who  felt  he  had  any  information  would  give  the  matter 
immediate  attention,  so  the  record  could  l)e  completed  and  a  just 
tril:)ute  thus  accomplished.  General  Leggett  and  Belknap  each 
made  interesting  remarks  on  the  incidents  of  the  battle  of  Atlanta, 
in  which  both  participated,  confirming  and  adding  to  the  value  of 
the  above  papers.  General  Belknap  stated  he  had  the  Confeder- 
ate report  of  the  battle,  and  tendered  them  to  the  Society  for  its 
use  and  disposal. 

On  motion:  — 

Resolved,  That  the  paper  read  by  General  Sherman,  together 
with  the  papers  presented  by  Major  McGinness,  be  spread  upon 
the  records  of  the  Societv. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Davton: 

Resolved,  That  the  earnest  thanks  of  the  Society  are  accorded 
Major  McGinness  and  associates  for  their  interest  in  securing  the 
ownership  of  the  ground  upon  which  General  McPherson  was 
killed  and  presenting  the  same,  by  deed  of  conveyance,  and  as 
expressed  in  his  letter  to  the  Societv,  and  that  we  accept  the 
custody  of  the  property. 

Captain  Stewart  gave  notice  that  he  would  present  a  motion  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  to  amend  our  Constitution  so  that  the 
Societ}'  mav  legallv  hold   property. 

On  motion:  — 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Vilas  is  hereb\-  appointed  to  examine 
all  the  papers  presented  by  Major  McGinness,  regarding  the  pro- 
perty presented  bv  him  to  the  Societv,  indicated  as  that  upon 
which  General  McPherson  was  killed,  also  the  law  of  the  .State 
of  Georgia,  and  have  the  transfer  made  aiul  title  vested  in  the 
Society. 

Below  is  the  deed  referred  to  bv  Major  McGinnis. 
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DEED. 
McPherson  Memorial  Monument  Lot. 

This  indenture,  made  tlie  twenty-tliird  day  of  May.  1877.  between  James 
Brown,  of  the  County  of  DeKalb  and  State  of  Georgia,  of  the  one  part,  and 
Captain  John  R.  McGinness,  United  States  Army,  of  the  other  [lart:  Wit- 
nesseth,  that  the  said  James  Brown,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one 
dollar  to  him  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  he  doth  hereby  acknowledge, 
doth  grant,  donate  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Captain  J.  R.  McGinness,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  lot  of  land,  being  a  part  of  the  farm  of  the  said  James 
Brown,  and  situated  in  DeKalb  County,  Georgia,  consisting  of  a  lot  thirty  feet 
square,  with  a  right  of  way  to  the  same  of  a  width  of  sixteen  feet,  (said  lot  being 
supposed  to  cover  the  spot  where  General  J.  B.  McPherson  was  killed  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four),  and  is  located  as 
follows:  By  a  stake  driven  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-seven,  by  said  James  Brown  and  Captain  J.  R.  McGinness,  in 
presence  of  Majors  George  Bell  and  Nicholas  Vedder,  U.  S.  Army,  and  so 
situated  that  the  diagonal  lines  of  said  square  of  ground  should  intersect  at  said 
stake,  and  that  the  said  Captain  J.  R.  McGinness,  doth  hereby,  for  himself,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  James  Brow  n,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  that  he,  the  said  Captain  J.  R.  McGinness,  will,  within  six 
months  from  the  date  hereof,  erect  on  the  spot  marked  bv  said  stake  a  cast  iron 
gun  surmounted  by  a  shell  and  protected  by  a  neat  substantial  iron  fence — 
which  shall  serve  simply  to  mark  sacred  the  spot  where  McPherson  fell — and 
the  said  Captain  J.  R.  McGinness,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  doth  further  covenant 
and  agree  with  the  said  James  Brown,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  in  case  at  some 
future  da}',  the  United  States  Government,  a  memorial  association,  or  other 
parties,  shall  desire  the  privilege  of  replacing  said  gun  hy  a  more  elaborate  and 
expensive  memorial  testimonial  or  monument,  such  privilege  shall  only  be 
accorded  them  on  the  payment  to  said  James  Brown,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  of 
an  additional  compensation  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  or  such  a  just 
and  equitable  sum  as  may  be  right  and  proper  and  satisfactory  to  the  said 
James  Brown,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

And  the  said  Captain  J.  R.  McGinness,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  doth  further 
covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  James  Brown,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that 
should  the  said  square  of  ground  be  ever  diverted  from  the  purpose  or  use  as 
herein  specified,  then  this  indenture  shall  be  null  and  void,  and  the  said  square 
of  ground  revert  to  said  James  Brown,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  the  day  and 
year  first  above  written. 

[Signed.]  James  Brown, 

J.  R.  McGinness. 

D^    H.    DOUGHERETY,  "I 

S.  A.  Redmire,  1  ,,,.^ 

John  S.  Thompson,    f  Witnesses. 
R.  S.  Waters,  J.  P.  J 
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The  articles  cut  from  newspapers  and  submitted  by  Captain 
McGinness,  as  stated  by  him,  embody  so  much  that  is  in  the  papers 
of  General  Sherman  and  General  Strong— the  latter  subsequenth' 
read — that  only  the  following  portion  is  given: 

On  the  17th  day  of  July,  1S64,  the  Federal  army,  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  commenced  its  "general  movement"  upon  Atlanta,  in  three 
grand  divisions.  General  Thomas  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  at  Powers' 
place;  General  Schofield  moved  towards  Cross  Keys,  and  General  McPher- 
son  went  in  the  direction  of  Stone  Mountain,  no  opposition  being  met  with 
except  from  Confederate  Cavalry. 

The  next  day  these  divisions  all  moved  "on  a  grand  right  wheel."  which 
threw  General  Thomas  in  line  of  battle  facing  Peachtree  Creek,  with  General 
Schofield  on  the  left,  and  General  McPherson  ''well  over  toward  the  railroad 
between  Stone  mountain  and  Decatur."  At  night,  however,  the  troops  under 
cominand  of  the  last  two  officers  had  reached  Decatur.  During  the  day  Gen- 
eral Sherman  had  learned  that  General  Hood  had  succeeded  General  Johnston: 
which  led  General  Schofield  to  remark  that  the  change  meant  "fight,"  an 
opinion  which  was  endorsed  bv  General  McPherson,  both  of  those  officers 
having  been  classmates  of  General  Hood  at  West  Point. 

On  the  19th  the  three  grand  divisions  converged  upon  Atlanta,  but  without 
any  serious  results,  which  led  to  the  supposition  that  the  Confederates  would 
evacuate  as  the  Federals  advanced.  But  on  the  following  day,  about  noon, 
General  Thomas,  whose  division  had  crossed  Peachtree  Creek,  wis  suddenly 
and  vigorously  attacked,  and  General  Hooker's  command  suftered  great  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded.  The  next  morning,  the  Confederates  having  retired 
from  their  outpost  defenses,  General  Sherman's  forces  "  were  advanced  rapidly 
close  up  to  Atlanta."  From  a  point  near  the  "Howard  House,"  General  Sherman 
says  he  could  see  the  "  line  of  parapets,"  and  "  men  dragging  up  from  the 
intervening  valley,  by  the  distil!er3',  trees  and  saplings  for  abatis."  General 
Schofield  was  at  that  time  '"dressing  ibrward  his  lines,"  and  General  Thomas 
had  already  commenced  skirmishing. 

It  was  at  this  spot,  and  at  this  moment,  that  General  McPherson.  with  liis 
statl",  came  up  to  General  Sherman,  and  the  entire  party  rode  back  to  the 
"  Howard  House,"  a  "  double  frame  building  with  a  porch,  and  sat  on  the  steps. 
discussing  the  chances  of  battle,  and  Hood's  general  character."  We  agreed, 
says  General  Sherman,  that  we  ought  to  be  unusually  cautious,  and  prepared 
at  all  times  for  sallies  and  hard  fighting,  as  "  Hood  was  undoubtedly  a  brave, 
determined  and  rash  man,"  and  "the  Confederate  Government  seemed  to  be 
displeased  with  General  Johnston's  cautious  but  prudent  conduct." 

At  the  time  General  McPherson  visited  General  Sherman  at  the  "  Howard 
House,"  his  own  troops  were  not  in  action,  but  were  in  extended  line  of 
defense  between  Decatur  and  Atlanta,  on  the  extreme  left.  General  Thomas 
and  General  Schofield,  however,  were  engaged  in  skirmishing  along  their 
lines.  Suddenly,  and  to  their  surprise.  General  Sherman  and  General 
McPherson   heard   liring  on    the   lelt.    in    their   rear.     This   led   General   Mc- 
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Pherson  to  hastily  return  to  his  command.  As  he  jiassed  through  an  open 
field,  it  became  evident  to  him  that  the  Confederates  had  taken  advantage  of 
a  gap  on  his  left,  and  were  attacking  his  forces.  He  immediately  dispatched 
several  of  his  statt"  officers  and  orderlies  to  various  points  with  orders  to  brigade 
and  division  commanders,  and,  suspecting  no  enemy  near  at  hand,  and  no 
danger  ahead,  rode  rapidly  up  the  hill  in  advance  of  his  remaining  staft"  officers 
and  entered  the  woods  unattended.  He  passed  safeh'  along  this  secluded  road 
for  some  distance,  but  when  within  about  twenty  feet  of  a  more  public  road 
which  crossed  it,  he  was  fired  upon  (doubtless  by  advance  skirmishers  of  the 
Confederate  forces  making  the  sally)  and  almost  instantly  killed.  The  course 
of  the  fatal  bullet  through  his  body  shows  that  the  person  firing  it  was  evidently 
crouched  behind  a  tree  or  stump,  and  fired  at  the  most  favorable  moment  to 
accomplish  his  deadly  purpose.  General  McPherson  instantly  fell  to  the 
ground,  and  his  horse,  wounded  and  alarmed  by  other  shots,  turned  and  fled 
down  the  road  over  which  he  had  just  borne  his  gallant  rider  from  the 
"  Howard  House."  Soon  after  this  the  battle  became  general  along  the  entire 
left,  as  the  Confederate  forces  under  General  Hood  had  made  a  strong  sally 
from  Atlanta  in  this  neighborhood,  and  unexpectedly  enveloped  the  left  and 
rear  of  General  McPherson's.  command.  The  fight  was  prolonged  throughout 
the  da\-,  and  was  extremely  fatal  to  both  sides.  This  was  on  the  morning  of 
July  22A,  1S64;  yet  so  little  has  the  place  changed  since  then  that  there  has 
l)een  no  difficulty  in  identifying  the  spot  where  General  McPherson  fell. 
General  O.  M.  Poe,  of  the  Engineer  Department,  who  was  then  attached  to 
General  Sherman's  staft",  designated  the  locality  beyond  a  doubt,  and  with  this 
official  assurance  of  its  identity,  backed  by  other  proof  of  an  unmistakable 
character,  the  officers  of  General  Ruger's  headquarters  in  this  city  have  very 
recently  marked  the  spot  by  a  memorial  both  durable  and  appropriate,  and  to 
properly  describe  which  this  somewhat  lengthy  historical  introduction  is 
deemed  necessary. 

Several  months  ago.  Major  John  R.  McGinness,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer  of 
the  Department  of  the  South,  conceived  the  idea  of  procuring  some  kind  of 
a  suitable  memorial  to  mark  the  spot  were  General  McPherson  was  killed. 
Consultation  with  his  brother  officers  strengthened  him  in  this  view,  as  they 
cheeriully  promised  to  give  a  liberal  pecuniary  support  to  the  plan  proposed. 
The  land  was  first  secured  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  owner,  with  a  right  of  way  for 
a  new  street  from  the  main  road,  which  made  all  future  operations  easy  and 
successful.  The  War  Department  at  Washington  promptly  appropriated  a 
twenty-four  pound  iron  cannon,  and  also  a  sufficient  number  of  old  gun  barrels 
to  form  a  fence  around  the  proposed  monument.  General  ¥.  D.  Callender, 
of  the  Ordnance  Department,  who  is  at  present  the  popular  commandant  at 
the  Augusta  Arsenal,  kindly  ofl'ered  to  do  the  necessary  mechanical  work  as 
his  share  of  the  expense,  the  officers  here  paying  the  freight  on  the  articles 
from  Augusta.  A  block  of  Stone  Mountain  granite  (General  McPherson's 
command  approached  Atlanta  by  way  of  Stone  Mountain)  was  prepared  as  a 
base,  and  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  this  block  of  granite  was  put  in  position 
to  receive  the  cannon  memorial  by  Mr.  Wm.  Rosser,  who  was  a   Confederate 
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soldier  under  General  "  Stonewall  "  Jackson.  In  due  time  the  work  was  com- 
pleted, the  street  opened  to  the  main  road,  and  the  public  invited  to  visit  the 
spot.  This  morning,  in  company  with  Rev.  J.  T.  Leftwich,  D.  D.,  pastor  of 
the  Central  Presbj-terian  Church,  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  once  battle-scarred 
locality.  Along  the  main  road,  as  we  neared  the  place,  could  still  be  seen  the 
earthworks  used  by  the  Confederate  forces  for  the  defense  of  Atlanta  in  July. 
1864.  The  numerous  wood-crowned  ridges  in  that  vicinity  suggest  to  a 
military  man  that  contending  armies  meeting  there  would  be  likely  to  do 
bloods-  work  for  each  other.  When  we  reached  the  spot  the  morning  sun  was 
shining  with  genial  warmth,  and  it  was  at  ahnost  the  very  hour  at  which 
General  McPherson  fell.  Nature  has  made  it  a  lovely  place,  and  now  that 
art  has  placed  there  its  memorial  to  chivalry,  its  attractions  will  draw  man\- 
visitors  in  that  direction.  Mingled  with  the  undergrowth  of  oak  and  maple, 
many  waving  pine  trees  throw  their  shade  over  the  open  space  within  which 
the  memorial  stands.  The  enclosed  lot  is  about  ten  feet  square,  and  is 
surrounded  by  a  neatly  ornamented  iron  fence,  the  pickets  being  single  gun- 
barrels  with  spear-head  tops,  and  the  corner-posts  composed  of  a  cluster  of 
gun-barrels  surmounted  with  a  conical  shaped  ornament.  This  fence  is  placed 
upon  a  solid  stone  foundation,  and  is  painted  black,  as  is  also  the  cannon,  and 
presents  a  \ery  handsome  appearance.  In  the  centre  of  the  lot  is  the  marble 
base,  some  five  feet  square  and  eighteen  inches  high,  from  the  centre  of  whicb. 
rises  the  grim  •'twenty-four  pounder,"  in  the  mouth  of  which  is  a  cannon-ball. 
The  hill-side  road  along  which  General  ]McPherson  was  riding  when  killed, 
passes  within  two  or  three  feet  of  the  enclositre,  while  the  more  traveled  road, 
which  crosses  it  at  this  point,  is  some  twenty  or  thirty  feet  distant.  On  the 
side  of  the  granite  base  fronting  this  latter  road  are  the  raised  letters  "  Mc- 
Pherson," no  other  inscription  being  deemed  necessary.  The  sloping  nature 
of  the  ground  upon  which  the  memorial  is  erected  (it  being  on  the  side  of  a 
hill)  somewhat  mars  the  perfection  of  the  work,  but  in  other  respects  the 
tribute  is  one  tliat  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  officers  who  have  so  appro- 
priately, and  in  such  an  enduring  manner,  marked  the  spot  where  one  of  their 
rnost  trusted  and  beloved  comrades  fell.  While  Major  McGinness  was  the 
moving  spirit,  and  superintended  the  entire  work,  he  was  generously  aided  h\ 
General  T.  II.  Ruger,  commanding  the  Department;  General  Chaunce^ 
McKeever,  Adjutant-General;  General  George  Bell,  Chief  Commissary; 
Colonel  J.  G.  Chandler,  Chief  Qiiartermaster;  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  F.  Head, 
Medical  Director;  Major  W.  B.  Rochester.  Chief  Paymaster;  Major  N.  Ved- 
der.  Paymaster,  and  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Wheeler,  Aide-de-Camp.  To  Mr. 
Brown,  the  owner  of  the  land,  is  also  due  credit  tor  his  liberal  action  in  pro- 
moting this  tribute  to  a  gallant  Federal  soldier.  And  I  am  sure  that  no  true 
Confederate  soldier  will  ever  visit  the  spot  without  a  feeling  of  respect  for  the 
brave  and  chivalrous  '-fallen  hero  "  whose  bright  military  career  ended  so  sud- 
denlj'  within  the  seclusion  and  quiet  of  those  woods.  Like  the  late  General 
Albert  Sidney  Johnson,  he  "was  a  "knightly  soldier,  without  fear  and  without 
reproach."  Now  that  Peace  has  spread  her  gentle  wings  over  all  the  land, 
and  the  true  soldiers  and  patriotic  people  of  both  sections  meet  again  in  cordi:>l 
and  hearty  fellowship,  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the   ''  McPherson    Memorial " 
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will  be  visited  bv  thousands  of  persons  whose  object  w'ill  be  a  higher  and  purer 
one  than  mere  idle  curiosity.  Within  rifle  and  cannon  shot  ot"  this  now  quiet 
and  secluded  rural  retreat,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1864,  thousands  of  the  hraxest 
and  best  soldiers  of  both  armies  fell  in  attacking  or  defending  Atlanta.  With 
General  Ilood  and  General  Hardee  in  the  front,  and  General  Wheeler  and  his 
dashing  ca\alr_\-  in  the  rear,  the  "Arm^-  ot  the  Tennessee,"  with  its  gallant 
commander  dead  ere  the  bloody  conflict  had  fairly  commenced,  fought  witli 
terrible  desperation  and  great  loss,  and  against  an  enemy  resolute  and  deter- 
mined, and  prepared  to  defend  their  city  at  all  hazards.  On  that  fatal  day, 
and  ill  that  vicinity-,  was  fought  what  has  become  generally  known  in  military 
history  as  the  "Battle  of  Atlanta." 

Colonel  Davton  called  up  the  matter  of  his  having  given  notice 
at  the  last  annual  meetini;^  for  i\  proposed  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  on  his  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Constitution  of  the  Societv  he  amended  h\' 
an  article  to  he  as  follows: 

Article  IV.  That  honorary  memhers  may  he  elected  fiom  tJKjse 
who  served  with  honor  and  distinction  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Loomis, 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  will  receive  with  thanks  the  paper.s 
and  records  referred  to  hv  General  Belknap  to-dav  in  such  amount 
of  same  as  he  mav  desire  to  place  in  its  charge. 

On  motion  of  (general  Strong, 

Resolved,  That  the  Societv  do  now^  adjourn  to  meet  this  even- 
ing, as  arranged  hv  the  Local  Committee. 
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Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  SOth,  8 p.  w.,  1878. 

The  vSociety  asseml:)led  in  the  Metropolitan  Theater  promptly 
at  the  hour  adjourned  to.  The  Local  Committee  had  distributed 
tickets  to  citizens,  and  the  entire  building  was  fully  occupied  by 
the  members,  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  city. 

The  proceedings  of  the  evening  as  arranged  l)y  the  Local  Com- 
mittee, according  to  custom  in  some  particulars,  were  adhered  to 
by  the  President. 

The  Drum  Corps  played  reveille,  and,  as  usual,  it  elicited  ap- 
plause from  those  familiar  with  the  reminiscence.  The  President 
called  the  Society  to  order,  and  the  Rev.  Alvin  Bartlctt  oflered  the 
following  prayer: 

PRAYER  BY  REV.  ALVIN  BARTLETT. 

Almight^'  Father,  we  seek  Thy  blessing  on  tliis  occasion. 
Thou  art  not  only  the  God  of  individuals,  but  of  nations.  We 
look  up  to  Thee,  and  thank  Thee  that  in  Thy  providence  Thou 
didst  found  this  republic.  We  rejoice  in  Thee  as  the  one  who  has 
given  us  this  wondrous  extent  and  power  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  Coming  here  on  this  occasion  we  seek  Thy  especial 
presence  upon  us.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  men  raised  up  in  times 
of  peril  for  the  defense  of  human  institutions  founded  on  justice 
and  right.  We  rejoice  that  Thou  dost  guide  us.  We  see  Thine 
overruling  providence  bringing  the  whole  issue  and  result  so  that 
it  may  be  for  the  nation's  good.  i\nd  now,  as  these  soldiers  meet 
together  and  talk  over  their  battle  history,  and  refresh  and  renew 
their  friendships,  we  beseech  Thee  let  their  hearts  l)e  tcniched 
with  gratitude.  Let  them  receive  sensible  tokens  of  the  Divine 
goodness.  Bless  them  in  their  families,  and  as  they  think  of  their 
departed  comrades,  those  who  are  in  their  graves,  may  their  hearts 
be  touched;  ma\-  each  of  them  and  the  entire  nation  be  stimulated 
to  a  more  kindly  and  beneficial  feeling  towards  the  widows  and 
orphans,  those  who  are  left  as  the  nation's  wards.  We  pray  Thee 
to  bless  this  great  nation  <jf  which  Thou  hast  made  us  a  part, 
founded  as  it  is  upon  the  principles  of  truth,  righteousness,   and   a 
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high  and  holy  philanthropy.  Grant  Thy  blessing  upon  the  Presi- 
dent and  Cabinet,  and  upon  the  judicial  and  legislative  branches 
of  the  Crovernment  of  these  States  who  have  been  selected  by  the 
people,  and  may  all  their  dealings  be  characterized  by  virtue, 
purity,  and  truth,  so  that  the  highest  ends  for  which  the  nation 
was  created  mav  be  attained.  And  when  these  soldiers  are  called 
to  listen  to  the  last  earthly  reveille,  may  it  be  to  join  the  great 
arniv  of  heaven,  where  they  shall  no  more  fight  with  swords,  but 
with  palms,  and  enter  into  eternal  joy  through  Jesus  Christ,  to 
whom  be  glory,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  forever 
more.     Amen. 

jMusic  bv  the  Band. 

General  Sherman  then  introduced  to  the  audience  Hon.  Mayor 
Calvin,  to  whom  had  been  allotted  by  the  Local  Committee  the 
welcoming  of  the  Society  to  Indianapolis.      He  spoke   as   loUows: 

WELCOME  ADDRESS. 

Soldiers  ov  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

All  of  vou,  no  doubt,  in  earlier  years  have  read  of  wars  and 
revolutions,  of  seiges  and  liattles.  of  cities  and  fortresses  taken,  ot 
the  rattle  of  musketrv  and  the  thunder  of  cannon,  the  martial  beat 
of  drum,  the  neighing  steed,  the  flashing  steel,  of  march  and 
bivouac,  of  charge  and  retreat,  of  fields  lost  and  won  and  strewn 
with  the  dead  and  dving,  defeated  armies  fleeing  and  victorious 
armies  in  pursuit.  You  have  read  of  great  captains,  of  Hannibal, 
Cit'sar.  Napoleon.  Washington.  Vou  feel  that  these  wonderful 
things  were  of  the  past;  that  you  would  never  lot)k  upon  their 
like;  and  yet  each  one  of  vou  soldiers  of  the  Arniv  of  the  Tennes- 
see have  participated  in  one  of  the  grandest  events  of  history;  in 
one  of  the  grandest  wars — the  war  for  the  Union — grand  in  every- 
thing. Its  armies  grand  in  numbers,  its  roll  call  answered  to  by 
millions.  A  battle  line  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  ^Vtlantic. 
Grand  in  its  marching — ''marching  to  the  sea."'  Grand,  aye. 
sublin:e  in  its  purpose — the  salvation  of  the  Union,  the  great 
republic  having  for  its  charter  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
declaring  that  all  men  are  created  equal  and  endowed  with  the 
inalienable  right  of  life  and  libertv.  Yet  there  was  a  diflerence  of 
construction  as  to  what  libertv  meant.      The  people  of  one  portion 
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of  the  Union  defined  liberty  for  themselves  to  be  the  right  to 
enslave  others,  and  here  lies  the  historical  cause  of  the  great  con- 
flict— one  of  a  series  of  great  battles  for  the  emancipation  of  man. 
These  two  great  antagonisms  could  not  live  in  the  same  republic. 
Freedom  or  slavery;  one  or  the  other  must  go  down;  one  or  the 
other  must  die.  It  was  not  a  clash  of  arms  for  territory  or  ambi- 
tion, but  of  two  opposing  forms  of  government  which  had  sought 
to  live  together  in  peace,  while  their  great  distinctive  differences 
and  animating  principles  were  directly  antagonistic,  and  their 
natural  relation  was  war,  which,  of  necessity,  came,  and  the 
decision  had  to  be  referred  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword.  The 
demon  of  slavery  could  only  be  exorcised  by  the  deity  of  war. 
And  how  mysterious  the  ways  of  providence,  who  so  ordered  it 
that  the  terrible  efforts  and  bitter  sacrifices  made  1)y  slaveholders 
to  extend  and  perpetuate  their  darling  institution  of  slavery  led  to 
and  resulted  in  its  destruction.  But  for  the  madness  of  slave- 
holders slaverv  would  exist  to-day.  Slaverv  flung  down  the 
gauntlet  of  war.  Freedom  took  it  up  and  won  the  fight.  Libertv 
and  peace  are  born  of  war,  as  refined  gold  comes  out  of  the  fur- 
nace. Libertv  has  always  been  the  child  of  revolution,  and  its 
baptism  has  alwavs  been  in  blood. 

These  events  in  which  you  have  shared  were  grand  in  their 
results.  The  model  republic  of  the  world  was  on  trial  for  its 
existence.  Whether  a  government  of  the  people  could  be  free  and 
vet  be  strong  was  the  question.  While  it  might  protect  itself  from 
dangers  without,  could  it  protect  itself  from  dangers  within?  And 
it  was  grand  in  the  proven  fact  that  it  could — that  in  the  hour  of 
danger  the  nations  might  relv  upon  the  citizen  soldier  to  rallv  to 
the  rescue. 

Grand,  indeed,  was  the  war  in  its  results.  The  great  internal 
danger  has  been  removed  forever.  Peace  has  been  won.  The 
old  flag  is  triumphant.  Not  a  stripe  is  missing,  and  every  star  is 
there.  The  Union  is  saved.  No  longer  a  repulilic  in  name  alone, 
Init  indeed  a  united  nation  in  form,  let  us  hope  it  may  be  forever 
a  union  of  hearts  and  hands  as  well:  and  should  war's  alarms  ever 
again  be  sounded  it  should  be  a  war  in  which  the  brave  men  of 
the  North  and  the  South  shall  be  found  fighting  side  by  side  for 
the  same  country,  and  marching  to  victory  under  the  same  flag. 

Grand  was  the  war  in  the  great  captains  it  produced — names 
carved  in  the  temple  of  fiime  as  high  as   any.      Some  are  here  to- 
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vla\',  and  stjiiie  are  far  away,  and  some  are  sleeping  where  the 
call  to  arms  shall  wake  no  more.  McPherson,  brave  among  the 
liravest,  true  among-  the  truest.  \\  hen  he  fell,  oh,  my  country, 
what  a  grand  libation  then  was  on  thine  altar  poured.  McPher- 
son's  blood — blood  from  a  heart  as  brave  as  ever  thrilled  to  bugle's 
blast — rich  as  battle  trampled  earth  has  ever  tlrank.  The  hero  is 
sleeping  now  where  glory's  path  hath  led;  his  toml)  a  shrine; 
and  when  in  future  times,  in  danger's  hour,  the  repulilic  her 
braves  to  arms  is  calling,  her  ^oung  warriors,  leaping  to  the  call, 
will  gather  at  that  shrine  to  drink  new  inspiration  for  the  tight — 
a  shrine  so  long  as  chivalry  girds  on  a  sword — a  shrine  where  pa- 
triot knees  will  bend  and  patriot  eves  will  weep  so  long  as  free- 
dom has  a  worshiper. 

vSoldiers!  There  is  one  sad  thought  mingling  with  your  presence 
here  to-night.  One  is  absent  you  woidd  have  rejoiced  to  see,  and 
whose  heart  would  have  swelled  with  great  emotions  as  he  greeted 
you — that  man  of  giant  intellect  and  mighty  will  and  soul  aflame 
with  love  of  country.  Although  his  name  was  not  upon  \'our 
muster  rolls,  yet  was  he  in  truth  a  comrade  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  for  the  army  in  the  field  stood  upon  the  moral  support 
of  the  people,  and  of  that  support  he  was  one  of  the  grandest, 
firmest  pillars.  Soldiers!  What  a  majestic  welcome  would  be 
yours,  stood  Indiana's  great  war  (Tovernor  here  this  hour.  That 
clarion  voice,  alas!  is  hushed  forever.  The  grand  form  of  the 
soldier's  friend  is  slumbering  in  the  dust.  But  his  memory  will 
live  forever. 

Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee!  from  the  highest 
chieftains  whose  names  and  fames  are  ringing  through  the  world, 
to  the  humblest  private  that  marched  in  ragged  blue,  Indianapolis 
always  has  for  you  a  welcome — a  welcome  from  the  heart. 

The  honorable  gentleman  was  several  times  applauded  during 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  and  at  the  conclusion  the  President,  in 
behalf  of  the  Society,  thanked  him  for  his  cordial  welcome. 

Music  by  the  Band. 

The  President  then  introduced  Colonel  William  H.  Vilas,  the 
orator  selected  for  the  occasion,  who,  heartily  received,  spoke  as 
follows: 
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ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 
Mk.   Pkesidext  and    Companions  of    the   Society    ok  the 

AuiMY    OF    THE    TENNESSEE: 

We  are  met  again,  in  this  season  of  the  falling  year,  as  men 
of  a  time  ah'eady  left  well  behind  in  the  rapid  sweep  of  a  hurrying 
age — the  surviving  participants  in  eventful  scenes  which  are  fast 
receding  from  the  foreground  of  an  engrossing  present  into  the 
t|uieter  light  of  history — to  answer  the  call  of  our  names  from  the 
roster  of  an  army  many  years  disbanded  and  scattered,  whose  ranks 
can  never  again  be  reformed,  whose  banners  are  kept  as  the  em- 
blems of  a  glory  achieved,  whose  arms  are  preserved  only  for  trans- 
mission as  honorable  legacies  to  other  generations.  The  tie  that 
binds  us  is  the  memorv  of  companionship  in  a  mighty  struggle, 
when  side  by  side  we  trod  the  weary  steps  of  the  line  of  march,  or 
shoulder  to  shoulder  faced  a  threatening  foe.  We  are  gathered  in  no 
convention  to  revolve  the  problems  of  an  uncertain  futuie,  or  dis- 
cuss the  questions  which  agitate  the  turbulent  present.  We  pause 
in  the  busy  life  which  surrounds  us,  to  renew  the  greetings  of  former 
friendships  and  cherish  the  recollection  of  old  association,  to  sit 
again  around  a  common  camp-fire  and.  with  social  cheer,  review 
the  scenes  in  which  we  acted  a  part.  The  lights  and  shadows  of  a 
day  that  is  gone  fiit  again  before  our  view,  all  the  lights  more 
o-rateful  to  the  vision,  the  shadows  all  softer,  from  the  healing 
touch  of  time.  Mingling  with  all.  the  memory  of  honored 
dead  breathes  a  holv  calm  upon  our  hearts,  and  shades  the  jovs  of 
reunion  with  the  sadness  of  our  treasured  sorrow.  At  such  a 
meeting  it  would  be  wrong  to  awaken,  by  any  topic  of  discussion, 
differences  of  opinion  or  feeling  which  might  range  us  in  divided 
ranks,  or  to  strike  a  note  to  sound  discordant  in  any  ear.  Obedi- 
ent to  this  sentiment,  I  shall  ask  you  to  listen  to  no  discourse  upon 
anv  theme  of  present  agitation,  but,  relying  on  the  spirit  that  ani- 
mates your  gathering  for  your  interest  in  my  remarks,  I  shall 
simply  essay  to  draw  some  lines  from  the  character  and  actions  of 
the  American  soldier,  which  distinguish  him  among  all  who  have 
born  arms  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  world,  and  display  his  just 
title  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country  and  the  admiration  of  mankind. 
I  shall,  in  this,  attempt  nothing  new.  His  deeds  were  done  in 
open  view,  seen  and  known  of  all  men.  Bright  and  clear  as  sun- 
light, the}'  shone  at  the  rising,  and  have  illuminated   the  forenoon 
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of  our  national  day.  Yet  the  mind  never  tires  upon  the  inspiring 
strains  of  an  epic  poem,  nor  does  the  blood  cease  to  flow  swifter 
from  the  animating  glow  it  continually  imparts  So  the  heart  of 
mankind  is  swelled  with  thrilling  emotion  by  the  repeated  story 
of  the  soldier  of  the  republic.  Especially  in  such  a  presence,  we 
may  recur  with  renewed  delight  to  the  springs  of  our  national 
glor}',  to  be  filled  afresh  with  the  enthusiasm  of  patriotic  devotion, 
with  renewed  hope  for  the  happy  future  of  the  land  we  loye. 

That  type  of  soldiership  which  the  discriminating  historian  will 
paint  as  distinctively  American,  he  will  not  find  in  the  discipline. 
hal)its  and  warfare  of  any  standing  army.  It  does  not  live  in  the 
perpetuated  traditions  and  practices  maintained  through  success- 
sive  ages  by  a  renowned  school  of  arms.  Twice,  only,  has  the 
peculiar  soldier  of  the  republic  taken  the  weapons  of  war  and 
entered  the  arena  of  battle.  In  both  instances  he  was  a  sudden 
apparition,  born  of  the  great  circumstances  of  the  time,  and  dis- 
appearing so  soon  as  he  had  fulfilled  its  high  demands.  In  both 
instances,  he  came  of  a  people  unused  to  arms,  but  was  put  to  do, 
and  gloriously  achieved,  results  of  warfare  as  mighty  in  themselyes, 
and  momentous  in  consecpiences  to  mankind,  as  any  which  were 
ever  accomplished. 

First,  he  tore  this  new  world  from  the  grasp  of  its, masters  in 
the  old,  and,  having  won  it,  at  once  laid  aside  his  arms  and  devoted 
it  to  the  fraternal  enjoyment  of  mankind,  in  political  liberty.  His 
entry  on  the  stage  of  action  created  a  new  nation  with  a  new  order 
and  system  of  government  so  humane  and  benevolent,  so  equal,  just 
and  free,  that  within  a  single  century  the  continent,  which  foi  ages 
had  been  a  wilderness,  was  transformed  into  the  happy  alK)de  of 
millions  of  his  race  in  the  fruition  of  a  prosperous  and  enlightened 
civilization. 

And  his  second  advent  was  like  unto  his  first.  That  beautifid 
frame  of  freedom  and  order  tottered  with  the  almost  overwhelm- 
ing blow  of  unexpected  and  terrible  revolt.  But  the  later  soldier 
of  the  republic  was  potent  to  save  what  his  ancestor  had  been 
able  to  build.  His  struggle  was  intense  and  protracted,  but  the 
event  was  complete.  Again  he  disdained  all  claims  as  a  concpieror, 
restored  the  enemy  he  had  subdued  to  his  former  place  as  a  fellow- 
countryman,  quietly  laid  down  his  arms,  and  disappeared  from  the 
scene. 

Thus,  in  war  for  its  creation,  and  again  in  war  for  its    salvation. 
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the  champion  of  American  Hberty  has  twice  appeared  in  arms,  and 
twice  performed  a  great  part  in  the  drama  of  human  destiny.  The 
prayer  rises  in\ohmtarily  from  the  heart:  In  tlie  y'racious  provid- 
ence of  God,  ma}'  he  never  be  required  morel 

I  chum  for  the  men  of  the  last  great  army  ^y'i  freedom  the  cliar- 
acteristic  features  of  noble  distinction  which  histor}'  has  accorded 
the  soldiers  of  the  revolution;  some  more,  some  less  conspicuouslv 
displayed,  as  their  circumstances  varied.  Submission  to  discipline 
and  obedience  to  authority,  skill  and  dexterity  in  tactical  training 
and  the  use  of  arms,  fortitude  and  steadfastness  in  privation  and 
extreme  trial,  ccnnage  and  valor  in  conflict,  the  royal  sentiments 
of  soldierly  honor — these  are  attributes  of  all  successful  warriors 
in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree.  But  in  the  men  who  created  and  the 
men  w^ho  saved,  the  splendid  fabric  of  our  independence,  higher 
characteristics  were  found.  Their  peculiar  glory  rests  on  their 
personality,  springs  from  their  distinct  individuality  of  understand- 
ing, character  and  action.  Their  cause  was,  indeed,  the  noblest 
that  ever  led  men  to  war.  But  their  title  to  lionor  is  not  alone  in 
the  cause,  nor  their  victorious  vindication  of  it.  Far  more,  it  is 
founded  on  tlieir  complete  understanding  of  its  nature  as  a  personal 
duty  to  freemen,  and  their  manly  performance  of  all  the  peculiar 
demands  which  that  duty  imposed.  Out  of  this  they  are  dis- 
tino-uished  among  all  men  of  war,  in  the  motives  of  tlieir  action, 
the  spirit  of  their  patriotisms,  their  self-denying  demeanor  in  the 
hour  of  victory. 

And  T  hold  up  to  your  view  to-night,  the  individual  soldier  of 
American  liberty- — familiar  spirit  in  the  emotions  of  our  earlier 
manhood.  I  hope,  though  but  with  quick  and  hasty  touches,  to 
portray  the  marks  of  his  independent  personality^to  display  his 
cause  and  the  impulses  of  his  conduct  in  honorable  contrast  with 
the  purposes  of  historic  warfare — to  discriminate  his  deeds  fiom 
the  bloody  course  of  rapine  and  slaughter  which  war  has  inflicted 
on  mankind— to  show  him  the  intelligent  friend,  not  the  savage 
destroyer,  of  humanity — and  to  find  a  generous  and  noble  patriotism 
in  the  simple  rewards  which  he  claims  for  his  achievements.  We 
mav  he  told  we  dream  of  an  ideal,  rather  than  an  actual  soldier. 
But  1  present  him  as  an  ideal  realizeil,  a  nol)le  ambition  accom- 
plished; as  you  have  seen  him  in  many  a  moment  of  fervid  devotion, 
when,  in  hardship  or  in  battle,  you  have  supported  your  constant 
minds  by  his  clear  image,  and  have  striven,  and  seen  your  comrades 
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strive — as  none  can  know  but  who  have  felt  the  trial — to  fill  the 
measure  of  his  character.  Call  him  up  again,  the  idol  of  old 
enthusiasm,  to  fill  this  passing  hour  with  the  pleasing  memory  the 
jDresent  of  glorious  duty  done;  and  realize  in  the  accomplished  facts 
of  time  the  solid  work  of  his  arms? 

If  we  vmdertake,  in  a  comprehensive  retrospect,  to  view  as  a 
whole  the  progression  of  the  human  race,  in  the  old  world,  from 
the  earliest  period  to  the  present  time,  what  is  the  history  of  man 
but  a  tale  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  dynasties,  and  the  story  of  their 
wars?  When  the  student  strains  his  eyes  to  pierce  the  dim  twi 
light  of  remotest  antiquity,  he  discerns  the  indistinct  forms  of 
armies  engaged  in  fight  to  assert  the  c[uarrel  of  some  old  king,  or 
gain  him  some  new  source  of  tribute.  Descending  to  a  period  of 
clearer  record,  he  continues  to  read  of  ambitious  conquerors, 
strewing  the  fields  of  earth  with  havoc  and  desolation  in  the  vain 
effort  to  satiate  their  greed  of  dominion.  All  the  great  ocean  of 
tears,  expressed  from  the  tender  e>es  of  countless  w^omen  and 
children  bv  the  cruelties  of  unceasing  war,  has  not  so  much  wet 
the  page  of  ancient  history,  as  the  few  drops  of  unsatisfied  blood- 
thirstiness  w'hich  welled  from  the  ardent  soul  of  a  warrior  who 
had  mastered  the  world. 

Through  all  the  earlier  ages  the  hatreds  of  race,  and  the  rage 
for  conquest,  gave  humanity  few'  and  troubled  respites  from  the 
calamities  of  strife,  until  the  success  of  Roman  arms  bestowed  the 
peace  of  subjugation.  Nor  was  the  restful  blessing  of  that  splendid 
dominion  long  enjoyed.  Rival  Caesars  and  emperors  tore  it  with 
their  dissensions;  and  over  the  broken  members  of  the  empire  the 
fierce  barbarians  of  Scythia  rolled  in  successive  herds,  more  like 
beasts  of  prey  than  men.  Then  ensued,  for  centuries,  the  strug- 
gles of  princes  to  secure  their  utmost  portions  of  territory  and 
power  among  the  down-trodden  people;  and  in  their  mutual  greed 
and  animosities,  were  the  baleful  influences  of  continual  conflict. 
In  the  midst  of  all,  flamed  up  another  element  of  human  passion 
and  folly,  the  fury  of  religious  fanaticism;  and  the  known  world 
was  swept  with  its  besom  of  destruction.  Humanity  has  quailed 
before  its  mighty  power,  and  philosophy  can  not  fathom  its  foun- 
dations. Like  a  sti'eam  of  burning  lava,  the  despised  Arabs  of  the 
desert  poured  over  Asia  and  Africa,  even  lodged  in  the  peninsula 
of  Spain;  and  the  sway  of  Mahomet  has  never  passed  away  from 
the    continents    his    disciples    subdued.      Christianity    gained     the 
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mastery  in  Europe,  and,  the  companion  of  civilization  lias  risen 
to  a  complete  ascendency.  By  doctrine  and  precept  gentle  in 
every  word  and  deed,  patient  of  every  insult  and  injury,  its  teach- 
ing has  been  upheld  by  the  most  antagonistic  examples.  The 
Lamb  and  Dove  have  led  the  front  of  most  direful  war,  and  their 
followers  stood  to  the  waist  in  the  blood  of  human  slaughter. 
Such,  in  brief,  is  historic  warfare,  its  springs  and  causes.  Cast 
back  the  eye  on  the  dark  and  bloody  scenes  through  which  the 
people  of  civilized  Europe  have  risen  to  their  present  forms  of 
nationality,  and  behold  their  progress  to  the  ends  of  destiny! 
The  storm  of  war  has,  for  ages,  hardly  ceased  to  blow,  or,  if  inter- 
mitting its  violence  or  checked  in  temporary  lull,  it  has  but  re- 
gained vigor  to  renew  the  gale;  and,  down  through  the  centuries, 
the  surge  and  roar  of  strife  falls  unceasingly  on  the  ear  as  the 
beating  of  waves  on  the  ocean's  shore.  Through  it  all,  the  philan- 
thropist and  philosopher  may  see  the  necessities  and  ambition  of 
princes,  the  greed  and  craft  of  rulers,  the  red-hot  bigotry  of  fana- 
ticism, to  have  kept  the  plains  of  the  old  world  resounding  to  the 
tread  of  armies  and  its  peoples  sick  with  strife.  And  this  conten- 
tion has  not  ended;  nor  ever  will  end  where  governments  belong 
to  princes  and  not  to  peoples.  Even  in  the  broad  light  of  this 
modern  noonday,  when  statesmen  profess  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple to  be  their  chief  concern,  who  can  deny  that  the  cause  of  the 
cabinet  is  taken  for  the  cause  of  the  people? 

Who  will  not  admit  the  ambition  of  rulers  to  extend  dominion; 
who  claim  the  wars  of  this  century  to  have  been  the  necessities  of 
the  nations?  Who  cannot  strip  the  cover  from  the  punctilio  of 
diplomacy,  assigned  in  technical  phrase  as  casus  belli,  to  see  craft 
aiding  ambition,  the  cant  of  religion  cloaking  cuj^idity  for  power? 
Under  our  immediate  observation,  the  great  vultures  are  picking 
the  bones  of  the  sick  man  of  the  East,  before  he  is  yet  dead.  On 
many  a  field  this  year,  in  farther  Eiu'ope,  the  spots  of  deeper  green 
in  the  new-grown  vegetation  have  stirred  the  observer's  horror, 
marking  recent  blood  spilled  there  in  pretext  of  the  Chi'istian's 
cause. 

The  character  of  soldierv  cannot  rise  above  the  character  of  the 
cause  for  which  thev  contend,  and  the  nature  of  the  institutions 
under  which  they  enlist.  To  the  trained  profession,  in  every 
grade  and  rank,  the  be-all  and  end-all  of  justification  has  been 
obedience  to  superiors.     The   rule  is,  in  good   truth,  the  backbone 
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of  an  army's  composition,  a  sine  qua  no//  of  its  power.  But  in  the 
policy  of  ro3'alty,  it  goes  beyond  the  needs  of  discipHne,  and  bids 
the  subject  to  cast  on  the  cabinet  the  sohition  and  peril  of  all  ques- 
tions of  political  right  and  wrong.  By  the  causistrv'  of  kings,  it  is 
made  the  solace  of  their  troops  for  the  maintenance  of  their  own 
dominion. 

In  like  subservience  to  their  uses,  the  ministers  of  monarchs 
educate  and  guide  the  hatreds  of  race,  isolating  their  people  from 
the  common  brotherhood  of  humanity;  thev  inflame  and  pervert 
the  frenzy  of  religious  feeling,  putting  the  love  of  God  to  work 
cruelty  to  men:  they  put  out  the  eyes  of  patriotism,  and  the  noble 
instinct  blindly  follows  the  cause  of  the  ruler  as  the  cause  of  the 
country. 

Formidable  armies  rise  on  such  foundations;  the  purse  equips 
them  with  a  full  panoply;  they  are  instructed  with  skill  and  often 
commanded  by  genius;  and  they  phu'  the  mighty  game  of  war 
with  spirit  and  fortitude,  when  the  arts  or  anger  of  tliplomacv  are 
followed  by  the  word  of  command. 

But  individuality  is  uttei'ly  lost  in  the  mass;  the  soldier  is  nothing 
more  than  his  rifle  and  bayonet;  the  rider  and  the  horse  but  one 
implement;  all  voiceless  parts  of  a  great  instrument  of  state,  whose 
direction  and  uses  are  governed  by  a  master  without  and  above 
its  own  consciousness.  Exceptions  rise  on  the  ride,  and  splendid 
instances  of  individual  renown  in  soldiership  illuminate  the  records 
of  the  past  But,  though  a  Sydney  or  a  Bayard  be  a  comrade 
within  its  ranks,  the  soldier  in  such  a  body  cannot  but  realize 
that  he  yields  his  strength  or  life  to  maintain  quarrels  in  which 
he  and  his  have  no  concern,  to  gain  results  in  which  they  can 
have  no  share.  To  gather  fit  material  for  such  uses,  the  recruiting 
sergeant  and  press  gang  might  well  solicit  or  compel  the  idle  and 
dissolute.  Nor  is  it  strange  that  disbanding  such  an  army  should 
scatter  apprehension  and  dismay  among  the  peaceful  classes  of 
society. 

Against  this  history  and  these  methods,  the  American  soldier 
in  purposes  of  action,  in  ^personality,  character  and  conduct,  stands 
in  marked  and  honorable  contrast.  The  difference  is  extreme  and 
radical.  It  distinguishes  him  in  his  motives,  in  his  entry  into  ser- 
vice, in  his  return  to  citizenship;  to  some  extent  in  his  discipline 
and  habits;  and,  peculiarly,  in  his  resolute  perseverance  to  a  com- 
plete  accomplishment   of  his   objects  of  war.     These    difterences 
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are  as  great  in  degree,  and  the  same  in  kind,  as  those  which  divide 
the  institutions  of  poHtical  manhood  from  the  government  of 
kings.     The  root  of  all  is  the  personal  individuality  of  freemen. 

The  soldier  of  America  has  taken  arms  only  because  he  was  an 
independent  man,  conscious  of  the  rights,  willing  to  abide  the 
duties  of  a  free  manhood,  and  fearless  to  defend  the  former  and 
perform  the  latter.  Upon  the  same  foundation  rests  our  free 
society.  Its  benign  influences  educate  and  improve  the  character. 
Its  hopes  of  perpetuity  rest  upon  the  steady  maintenance  of  that 
character  by  its  citizens.  If  ever  that  unhappy  day  shall  come, 
when  her  people  shall  want  the  manhood  to  be  such  soldiers,  or 
to  prohibit  other  forms  of  armies  in  the  land — which  may  God 
forbid — in  that  day  our  republic  must  fall  ! 

The  experiences  of  our  forefathers  were  singularly  adapted  to 
beget  individuality  in  their  soldiership,  as  well  as  to  instruct  them 
in  the  rights  of  humanity.  They  were  forced  to  wage  many  a 
hard  conflict,  and  to  fight  an  uncommon  foe.  They  had  no  teach- 
ing in  civilized  warfare,  nor  would  it  have  much  availed  them 
Their  trials  were  beyond  the  forecast  of  the  military  art,  outstrip- 
ping the  fables  as  Avell  as  realities  of  previous  war.  Their  march 
was  in  the  primeval  forest,  a  toilsome  passage  forced  with  stealthy 
watchfulness,  the  silent  threat  of  unseen  peril  ever  present  to  the 
mind.  Their  battle  was  a  series  of  personal  conflicts,  each  fighting 
severally  according  to  his  temper  and  skill;  their  corporation  the 
result  of  individual  intelligence,  with  little  of  generalship  to  guide 
it.  At  home,  and  in  the  fields  of  their  labor,  constant  vigilance 
and  courage  were  indispensable  to  preserve  their  families,  and 
continual  alarms  disturbed  their  repose.  By  insensil)le  degrees, 
and  almost  unconsciously,  there  rose  among  them  a  new  order  of 
fighting  men.  And  when  Braddock's  brilliant  array  was  routed, 
and  the  men  of  forest  training  saved,  by  their  intrepidity,  his 
flving  thoroughbreds  from  destruction,  the  glamour  of  invinci- 
bility fell  from  British  discipline,  and  the  birth  of  the  American 
soldier  became  known. 

Upon  that  discovery  the  spirit  of  confidence  rose  in  the  colo- 
nies. Their  life  in  the  wilderness  had  filled  their  minds  with 
understanding  of  the  natural  rights  of  man,  and,  supported  by  this 
new  consciousness  of  strength,  their  heroism  was  exalted  to  resist 
tyranny  and  demand  their  rightful  independence. 
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The  suddenly  gathered  host  which  the  great  Captain  of  our 
Liberties  found  ready  to  this  command  upon  the  surrounding 
heights  of  Boston,  was  a  typical  beginning  of  the  true  American 
army.  They  had  risen  spontaneously  and  individually,  one  by 
one.  No  love  of  arms  had  enticed  them;  no  conscription  com- 
pelled them.  They  were  not  sprung  from  idle  or  dissolute  social 
life.  They  came  of  the  best  forms  of  manhood,  and  from  every 
rank  with  equal  zeal. 

They  came,  besides,  of  various  peoples.  No  one  race  or  nation 
contained  their  ancestry.  The  most  adventmous  and  bold  of 
different  lands  alone  had  dared  to  tempt  tiie  forbidden  wilderness, 
to  plant  civilization  in  the  face  of  its  savage  possessors;  and  in 
their  common  manliness  and  the  mingled  blood  of  their  genera- 
tions, the  differences  and  hatreds  of  race  and  nationality  faded 
away.  They  were  shaped  by  nature  to  establish  a  state  founded 
on  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

None  had  military  training;  nearly  all  were  unused  to  arms, 
except  those  weapons  which  were  common  to  the  settlers  of  a 
new  country.  They  were  men  of  peace,  with  families  at  home — 
fathers,  husbands,  sons,  brothers.  But  tliey  were  resolute  to  risk 
all,  to  suffer  or  to  die,  as  need  might  be,  for  their  cause.  They 
matched  themselves,  without  fear,  to  fight  the  best  armies  and  the 
richest  nation  of  the  old  world. 

They  obeyed  in  their  coming  no  deciee  of  cal)inet,  no  call  of 
rulers.  They  owned  no  rulers.  Their  cause  was  wholly  their 
own  and  that  of  their  fellow  men.  They  understood  it.  They 
fought  the  fight  of  manhood  The  morning  light  of  independence 
illuminated  their  souls. 

The  world  had  seen  men  struggle  for  liberty  before,  and  it 
laughed  them  to  scorn.  It  soon  heard  with  amazement  that  these 
untrained  men,  by  their  individual  appreciation,  co-operation  and 
courage,  had  repeatedly  rolled  the  splendid  troojDS  of  perfect 
science  in  bloody  disaster  down  the  slopes  of  Bunker  Hill;  that  the 
lesson  of  Fort  du  Qiiesne  was  illustrated  by  the  slaughter  of 
Gage's  veterans. 

Upon  such  an  army  engraft  discipline  and  skilled  moJMlity,  and 
it  becomes  formidable — almost  invincible.  But  their  subsequent 
discipline  was  of  their  own  stamp,  the  submission  of  freemen,  for 
the  time  being,  that  their  work  for  freedom  might  be  stronger. 
In  it  they  did  not  forget  the  nature  of  the  cause,  nor  their  citizen- 
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ship,  The  hcense"3of  war  did  not  debauch  their  minds,  ]:)ecause 
they  were  good  soldiers  that  they  might  enjoy  to  be  good  citizens. 

It  was  pecuhar  also  to  their  character  that  there  could  be  for 
them  but  one  issue  from  the  strife — the  event  of  complete  success 
and  independence.  All  soldiers  must  have  endurance.  They  had 
more;  thev  had  fortitude  with  self-imposed  patience  and  self- 
willed  persistence.  No'diplomacy  could  negotiate  a  compromise 
of  their  quarrel.  They  wanted  no  patch-work  of  peace.  Com- 
plete, finished,  absolute  victoiw  entire  and  perfect  independence, 
must  be  theirs! 

And  they  achieved  it!  How  nolil\-  and  well  is  now  the  treasured 
memorv  of  the  world.  The  beautiful  dream  of  human  liberty 
became  a  realization.  Philosophers  had  discoursed  upon  it,  poets 
sung  of  it;  vet  it  could  never  attain  the  credit  of  a  prophecy.  By 
the  help  of  God,  our  fathers  accomplished  it  for  men! 

They  builded  their  structure  in  wisdom  and  understanding, 
with  a  benevolent  foresight  and  love  for  their  race,  which  may 
well  seem  beyond  the  attributes  of  human  nature.  They  left  it  to 
us,  a  rich  legacv  of  happiness,  the  fruit  of  their  heroism,  their 
labors,  their  sacrifice  and  their  blood.  Where  is  the  man  whose 
heart  does  not  swell  w-ith  pride  that  he  sprung  from  such  an  ances- 
try, surpassing  in  the  nobility  of  manhood  the  lineage  of  kings? 
If,  now  that  the  fathers  are  dead,  their  great  inheritance  can  not 
be  maintained  to  the  blessed  uses  of  human  liberty,  the  shame 
shall  not  impeach  the  wisdom  of  our  siies.  l)ut  the  degeneracy  of 
their  sons! 

For  near  a  centurv  this  frame  of  social  order  stood  secure  before 
the  world.  The  great  trial  of  man's  possibilities  for  self-govern- 
ment seemed  assured  of  success.  The  nation's  strength  had  long 
since  risen  to  proportions  which  defied  all  danger  from  any  foreign 
source. 

And  at  home,  how  excellent  have  been  its  uses  to  its  people! 
Fed  with  its  abundance  from  youth,  we  do  not  appreciate  the 
truth  that  its  beneficent  blessings  have  been  without  parallel,  nay, 
without  near  approximation,  in  any  other  country  under  the  sun. 
Those  honors,  privileges,  opportunities  and  gratifications,  which 
in  other  lands  distinguish  the  higher  ranks,  are  here  the  common 
rights  of  all.  For  the  ranks  have  no  existence.  Neither  govern- 
ment nor  law  confer  gradations  of  superiority.  All  stand  upon 
a  level  fioor;  tb.e  head  and  shoulders  alone  mav   rise.      Those  fruits, 
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ill  truth,  \vhich  grow  onl\- upon  personal  qualiHcations — the  abih- 
ties,  courage  and  devotion  of  the  individual — governments  can 
not  bestow,  but  they  may  diminish  or  destroy.  Yet,  look  around ! 
Of  oiu"  citizens  of  wealth,  of  power,  of  good  report  and  consider- 
ation, behold!  nine  in  ten  have  gained  it  all  themselves. 

Look  at  the  workman  who  must  daily  labor  for  livelihood. 
Respectability,  not  degradation,  attaches  to  his  honest  industrv. 
In  the  home  to  which  he  re])airs  from  toil,  he  ma\-,  with  thrit't, 
have  more  comforts  than  the  nobility  of  Englantl  three  hundred 
ve  ars  ago. 

It  is  an  epoch  marvelous  for  invention.  The  arts  of  utility  and 
taste  are  productive  to  abundance,  and  a  free  press  scatters  the  wis- 
dom of  science  and  the  pleasures  of  literature  in  profusion.  No 
country  on  earth  so  prompth  and  dift'usively  enjoys  the  benefits 
of  the  advancement  of  knowledge  and  increase  of  skill,  pre-emi- 
ment  in  this  age.  In  civilized  Euro])e,  whole  communities,  entire 
classes  and  orders  of  people,  remain  to  this  day  practically  unac- 
quainted with  these  advantages,  still  plodding  the  hard  paths  of 
past  generations.  They  are  spread  on  every  hand  with  layish 
prodigality  about  you,  in  this  splendid  city  and  surrounding- 
country,  where  the  forest  stood  within  the  menioi,y  of  living  men; 
and  so  every  town  and  village  has  its  share.  The  provision  of 
nature  has  been  bountifully  adequate  to  the  wants  of  such  a  peo- 
ple. Her  skies  are  generous  and  temperate:  her  scenery  pleasing 
to  the  eye;  her  climate  salul)rious  and  inspiriting;  the  harvests  of 
her  soil  will  feed  the  world;  even  in  her  age.  Chaos  had  fore- 
thought for  us,  and  filled  her  Paleozoic  stf)rehouses  with  minerals 
and  fuel  suitable  to  our  every  need. 

It  is  a  land  of  plenteousncss  and  a  land  of  beauty;  but  what  is 
more,  and  most  of  all,  it  is  a  land  of  liberty!  From  every  quarter 
the  eager  claimants  of  its  generous  beneficence  have  been  received 
and  made  welcome.  In  every  country  of  civilization,  its  citizen- 
ship has  been  respected.  The  happy  possessor  of  that  title,  if, 
journeying  on  some  distant  errand,  he  chanced  upon  a  crowded 
seaport  fluttering  with  the  banners  of  man}-  nations,  saw  no  em- 
blem, lifted  by  the  breeze,  of  greater  safety  or  higher  honor  than 
the  beautiful  flag  of  stripes  and  stars. 

Who  that  loved  his  fellow  men  did  not  rejoice  in  the  institu- 
tions of  American  liberty.^  Who  that  believed  the  great  Creator 
comprehended  all  men    in    his  benevolence,   not  the  special   few. 
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did  not  pray  for  their  perpetuity?  Aloove  all,  how  could  an 
American  fail  to  love  his  country? — or  dare  attempt  to  destroy  it? 

But  it  is  written  that  sin  shall  be  visited  even  upon  the  third 
and  fourth  generation.  And  there  was  sin  in  the  land.  Out  of  it 
o-iew  sectional  division,  and  hatred  between  countrymen.  Ambi- 
tion and  craft  seized  upon  the  fact,  plotted  in  secret,  and  stirred 
up  strife.  The  voice  of  warning  was  unheeded.  Its  very  excellence 
was  a  temporary  danger  to  our  system,  so  confident  were  men  no 
desio-n  upon  it  could  be  serious.  And  when  upon  a  sudden  the 
storm  burst  upon  it,  the  government  of  men  tottered  and  trembled 
to  its  foundation  under  the  fierce  assault. 

Then  rose  to  arms  the  second  Army  of  Freedom — fi.t  successor 
to  its  early  prototype!  How  enlarged  and  varied  the  great  theater 
of  its  action,  yet  how  like  the  first  in  its  characteristics! 

Again  it  was  the  cause  of  the  people,  again  the  fight  of  man- 
hood. Liberty  and  independence  were  again  at  stake.  Not  upon 
the  issue  of  creation;  that  had  been  accomplished,  the  experiment 
had  been  tried,  its  splendid  usefulness  established.  I  enter  into 
no  refined  debate  upon  contingent  possibilities.  The  union  of 
these  states,  and  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  their  citizens,  are 
inseparably  bound  together.  The  great  question  was,  shall  the 
institutions  of  freedom  endure? 

Now,  as  before,  the  momentous  question  rested  upon  the  indi- 
vidual and  personal  qualities  of  a  free  people.  It  was  fully  com- 
prehended. Do  we  not  all  remember?  In  every  household,  on 
every  family  altar,  the  incense  of  devotion  rose.  In  the  breast  of 
manhood  the  consciousness  of  duty  was  accompanied  by  resolu- 
tion, and  from  every  hamlet  came  a  quick  response  in  the  tramp 
of  thousands  to  the  front. 

Like  the  army  of  our  fathers,  these  soldiers  were  men  of  peace, 
and  behind  them  w^ere  parents,  wives  and  children.  The  weapons 
of  war  were  unfamiliar  to  their  hands.  Even  the  sight  of  holiday 
soldiers  had  been  rare.  Military  training  w'as  all  unknown. 
Though  willing  to  submit  to  every  demand  of  duty,  the  discipline 
of  soldiery  was  strange  to  such  a  people.  They  were  formed  into 
companies,  regiments,  and  capital  divisions.  They  wore  the 
clothes  and  carried  the  arms  of  soldiers.  Impelled  by  the  hasty 
cry  of  ignorant  enthusiasts,  they  hurried  forward  to  engagement— 
as  brave  men  by  nature  as  ever  met  an  enemy — but  little  better 
than  a  mob.     Large  bodies  came  in  contlict,  and  then,  where  indi- 
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vidual  valor  is  nothing  if  discipline  does  not  regulate  and  science 
guide  its  force,  confusion  ruled  the  scene.  Both  sides  shared  the 
confusion,  but  the  defeat  and  humiliation  were  ours. 

It  was,  after  all,  a  useful  da}'.  Disaster  awakened  strength,  and 
its  sharp  stroke,  like  the  blow  of  Moses'  rod  upon  the  rock  in  Horeb, 
but  opened  a  more  copious  flow  of  reanimating  vigor.  The  res- 
ervoirs of  courage  and  endurance  in  this  land  of  peaceful  pros- 
peritv  had  been  wholly  unknown.  They  made  a  dreadful  mis- 
take, who  reckoned  on  a  lost  manhood  in  the  offspring  of  the 
revolution.  Foolish  enthusiasm  settled  into  resolution.  Out  of 
their  mingled  shame  and  devotion,  above  the  smoke  of  battle, 
there  rose  before  the  enemy  and  in  view  of  the  world,  that  magni- 
ficent spectacle — unseen  for  a  centurv — the  firm  and  undaunted 
countenance  of  a  free  people,  in  mightv  fight  for  the  institutions 
of  freedom.  There  it  stood,  our  national  character!  There  were 
its  iron  features!  Like  the  square  forehead,  solid  jaw,  steadfast 
eye  and  grim  visage  which  mark  our  first  great  commander,  now 
iourneying  in  a  foreign  land;  no  hope  for  relenting  lay  in  that 
slern  aspect. 

Well  was  it  for  us,  in  time  of  trial,  that  the  forethought  of  our 
fathers  had  planted  that  quiet  school  of  science  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson.  The  rich  seed  of  its  nurture  now  bore  abundant 
return,  and  repaid  us  in  harvest  of  its  discipline  and  skill  an 
hundredfold.  What  though  some  among  its  disciples  turned  awry 
its  teaching  to  the  injury  of  their  country' ?  Happy,  thrice,  was 
this  people  that  its  wise  instruction  had  also  fallen  on  the  fruitful 
soil  of  patriotism  and  understanding,  yea,  quickened  and  bore 
fruit  in  the  brain  of  living  genius,  ecpial  to  our  hour  of  need! 

Throughout  the  splendid  arm}-  which  accepted,  with  quick 
intelligence,  the  tactical  training  of  the  military  art,  there  remained 
the  characteristic  individuality  of  which  I  have  spoken.  In  so 
great  a  host,  its  manifestations  were  less  open  to  the  outward 
observer.  To  him  who  was  in  frequent  contact,  it  was  ever  con- 
spicuous. It  was  not  so  much  the  warrior,  as  the  citizen  in  arms. 
who  fought  our  war.  It  was  becoming  to  hin:  to  strive  to  be  a 
good  soldier,  and  all  the  sentiments  of  soldierlv  honor  held  lively 
sway  over  his  mind.  But  his  discipline  was  put  on  with  the 
anderstanding  that  it  was  to  make  him  useful.  He  aimed  not  to 
gain  the  rewards  of  a  soldier's  life.  His  hope  of  recompense  lay 
n  his  return  to  citizenship.     There,  in  the  circle  of  home,  secure 
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in  the  enjoyments  of  peace  by  his  valor,  he  should  gain  his  reward. 
There  was  representation  of  many  nations  in  our  ranks.  The 
various  origin  of  our  soldiers  gave  renewed  expression  of  that 
characteristic  of  the  army  of  our  ancestors.  It  was  fitting  to  the 
nature  of  our  national  life.  Risen  on  the  strength  of  the  princi- 
ples of  free  manhood,  the  genius  of  our  land  has  trusted  in  that 
strength;  and  American  citizenship  has  demanded  no  rite  of  in- 
duction but  that  its  claimant  should  declare  his  faith  in  liberty  and 
his  allegiance  to  her  institutions.  And  right  w^ell  that  trust  was 
repaid.  The  flame  of  devotion  burned  high  and  brightly  in  the 
hearts  of  our  adopted  countrymen.  They  were  found  in  every 
regiment,  they  fought  on  every  field.  Mingling  with  the  native 
current,  the  blood  of  Irishmen, — whose  birthright  is  hatred  of 
oppression, — of  Germans — whose  ancient  stock  was  free  when  all 
the  world  was  subjugated  by  Rome, — of  the  sturdy  men  of  Scan- 
dinavia— and  many  other  countries  still — flowed  freely  on  the 
altar  of  their  chosen  land.  The  hope  for  freedom  for  all  men  rises 
higher  and  higher,  upon  such  proof  that  all  are  capable  to  main- 
tain it;  from  such  examples  the  promise  brightens  that  race  lines 
shall  fade  away,  and  the  clasp  of  common  humanity  bind  all  in 
equal  possession  of  the  rights  of  man. 

I  have  remarked  of  the  army  of  the  revolution  that  a  complete 
success  was  necessary  to  its  character.  The  same  unflinching  j^er- 
sistence  was  peculiar  to  the  arm}-  of  salvation.  But  one  issue  was 
possible  to  its  mission.  No  teinporizing  diplomac}',  no  com- 
promise, was  admissible.  But  one  end  could  appease  the  injured 
spirit  of  liberty  and  order — the  utter  submission  of  the  last  foeman. 
Our  fathers  had  delivered  us  forever  from  all  fear  of  enemies 
without.  It  was  for  us  to  administer  the  lesson  which  should 
deliver  the  nation  forever  from  the  danger  of  revolt  within.  And 
not  one  syllable  was  omitted  in  the  example  of  the  ami}'.  All  the 
hosts  of  rebellion  were  scattered,  and,  from  the  chief  down  through 
every  rank,  the  last  man  in  arms  was  laid  a  captive  at  the  feet  of 
his  injured  countr3^ 

Comrades: — I  am  of  those  who  rejoice  in  the  magnanimity  of 
spirit  which  has  prevailed;  who  regret  that  its  splendor  was  at 
all  clouded  by  some  unnecessary  violence;  who  have  such  faith 
in  the  republic  as  would  have  admitted  no  despotic  hand  to  do 
what  the  force  of  restored  law  might  have  done;  and  would  have 
trusted — as  henceforth  we  all  know  we  may  trust — the  patriotism 
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of  our  fellow  countrymen,  regained  from  the  interrupting  frenzy 
of  temporary  anger,  to  share  the  honored  memories  of  our  com- 
mon ancestry  and  participate  in  the  glorious  possibilities  of  our 
common  future,  with  abiding  faith  in  their  honor  and  abiding  pride 
in  the  association. 

But  for  all  that,  I  would  not  abate  one  jot  or  tittle  of  the  true 
teaching  of  the  memorable  past;  nor  withdraw  one  line  from  the 
full  measure  of  that  condemnation,  which  the  issue  of  the  appeal 
to  arms  adjudged  to  the  portion  of  rebellion.  If,  indeed,  as  we  trust, 
the  actions  of  men  are  under  the  immediate  guidance  of  Almighty 
God,  and  nations  do  but  work  forth  His  great  purposes,  then, 
assuredly,  this  people,  who  for  so  many  years  received  the  uninter- 
rupted floXv  of  his  benevolence  in  unexampled  prosperity,  may 
well  recognize  His  hand  in  the  complete  and  finished  result  which 
His  Providence  has  commended  to  be  a  warning  to  all  after-time! 

There  can  be  no  error  admitted  here.  It  questions  our  title  to 
the  dearest  reward  we  enjoy.  It  molests  the  repose  of  our  heroic 
dead.  It  exposes  to  peril  all  the  fruits  of  sacrifice  and  blood. 
The  triumph  of  our  armies  was  not  the  work  of  chance.  The  mighty 
struggle  was  not  a  game  between  gigantic  wrestlers,  in  which  the 
crown  of  dominion  was  the  prize  of  the  stronger.  This  was  no 
battle  of  Greeks,  for  mere  mastery  over  our  fellows.  The  signifi- 
cance of  our  victory  is  not  that  superiority  is  with  the  greater 
numbers  in  \var.  It  is  not  true  now;  and  it  never  has  been  true. 
History  teaches  a  better  lesson,  and  even  in  war  we  read  the  pro- 
gress of  mankind.     God  will  defend  the  right! 

It  is,  indeed,  our  highest  glory — and  without  it  are  we  miserable 
men — that  we  fought  for  the  right,  and  conquered  in  the  right. 
Our  cause  was  the  cause  of  humanity.  Our  gallant  comrades 
who  are  gone  were  not  deceived.  They  laid  not  down  their  lives 
in  vain.  For  the  welfare  of  their  race,  for  their  children  and  their 
children's  children  forever,  they  met  a  mortal  foe,  and,  in  the  fierce 
conflict  falling,  they  bravely  died  for  men.  Rest!  rest  in  glory! 
noble  shade!  Gallant  and  manly  in  your  lives,  honored  in  your 
glorious  death!  The  great  tree  of  Liberty,  whose  roots  your  life- 
blood  watered,  shall  spread  its  hallowed  branches  over  your  pos- 
terity forever! 

But,  companions,  while  we  will  not  yield  the  supports  of  our 
conduct  and  our  title  to  honor,  we  recur  to  them  in  no  spirit  of 
remaining  anger.     Long   ago  it   was  forgotten.     First  of  all,   the 
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soldiers  of  the  Union  were  ready  to  "clasp  hands  across  the  bloody 
chasm."  Better  than  others,  they  kne"w  the  valor  and  the  worth 
of  our  brethren  of  the  South.  And  right  ready  have  they  ever 
been  to  rejoice  in  the  restored  brotherhood,  and  heartily  they 
pray  that  if  ever  again  this  nation  shall  have  need  of  war,  shoulder 
to  shoulder  we  shall  oppose  a  common  foe,  and,  each  for  the  other, 
fight  its  common  cause. 

Nor  are  we  assembled  in  any  spirit  of  boastfulness,  or  vain  glory. 
We  meet  no  more  as  soldiers.  But  in  days  that  are  passed,  w4ren 
we  were  all  younger  men,  we  were  comrades  in  privation  and  in 
jDeril.  Together  we  supported  toil  and  hardship.  We  were  to 
one  another  then  friends  and  helpers.  The  old  Arm}'  of  the  Ten- 
nessee was  a  band  of  brothers-in-arms.  The  ties  wtiich  such 
experiences  form,  life  is  too  short  for  forgetfulness  to  sunder.  In 
the  words  of  our  constitution,  the  object  of  this  Society  is,  and 
shall  be,  "to  keep  alive  and  preserve  that  kindly  and  cordial  feeling 
which  has  been  one  of  the  characteristics  of  this  armv  dining  its 
career  in  the  service.'' 

Nor  are  we  here  to  perpetuate  a  spirit  of  military  ambition. 
We  are  here  now,  as  we  were  joined  in  the  army,  as  citizens  and 
lovers  of  our  countrv  and  our  country's  liberties.  The  inspiration 
of  hope  which  we  renew",  is  hope  for  the  continuance  of  liberty  and 
peace  in  a  happy  land.  ,In  that  glorious  expectation,  is  our  joy  and 
our  reward.  Upon  it  we  build  our  trust  in  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  ourselves,  our  families,  and  our  posterity.  And  the 
dearest  wish  to  the  heart  of  the  old  soldier  of  America  is,  that  when, 
his  life  work  done,  he  turns  his  last  look  upon  the  scenes  of  earth, 
he  may  close  his  eyes  upon  the  country  he  has  saved,  standing 
secure  from  every  danger,  the  dispenser  to  men  of  all  the  bless- 
ings government  can  bestow. 

I  picture  him  in  fancv,  sometimes,  when  his  age  shall  have  set- 
tled upon  him,  and  the  labor  and  toil  of  manhood  shall  have  passed, 
as  he  waits  for  the  summons  to  go  where  his  comrades  have  gone 
before.  I  see  him  sit  upon  the  western  porch  of  his  children's 
cottage  home, — where  the  well-^<;ept  vines  have  clambered  on  the 
lattice, — while  the  sunny  afternoon  sinks  away.  He  holds  upon 
his  knee  the  sw^eet  grand-daughter  who  is  nearest  to  his  heart. 
Translating  to  the  simple  speech  of  childhood,  he  tells  her  tales  of 
younger  days,  when  he  was  a  soldier  for  his  country.  How 
sweetly   she   listens,   with    wondering    eyes!     How    proudl}'   she 
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thinks  of  the  great  actions  in  which  her  grandsire  had  a  part! 
How  tender  the  joy  of  that  old  man's  love  for  the  little  beginner 
of  life! 

Bye  and  b3'e,  the  soft  warmth  of  the  summer's  day  inclines  him 
to  sleep,  and  his  old  frame,  once  so  strong,  is  now  easily  wearied. 
The  continued  talking  has  tired  his  senses,  and  his  head  drops 
back  upon  his  easy  chair.  She  pillows  her  face  upon  his  breast, 
and  together  they  rest  in  gentle  slumber — emblem  of  Peace  repos- 
ing in  the  arms  of  its  savior  and  defender!  Lo!  from  the  evening 
sun  a  ray  breaks  through  between  the  trees,  and  falls  upon  his 
whitened  locks  with  a  touch  of  light  and  glory.  It  is  the  bene- 
diction of  heaven  on  tlie  old  soldier  of  Libertv!  Alav  it  rest  on 
them  all,  forever! 

Colonel  Vilas  in  the  delivery  of  this  oration  was  listened  to 
with  most  marked  attention,  but  at  many  points  interrupted  with 
rapturous  applause.  The  merits  of  the  address  were  easily  visible 
on  the  audience,  and  impressed  complete  satisfaction.  Colonel 
Vilas'  success  in  perfect  delivery  has  not  been  equaled  in  the 
history  of  the  Societ}'. 

Music  by  the  Band. 

The  Cecillian  Glee  Club  sang,  '■'All   Hoiior  lo  Ihc  Soldier  giver 

The  established  programme  of  exercises  being  completed,  the 
President  stated  that  it  having  been  a  custom  at  former  meetings 
to  call  upon  distinguished  gentlemen  for  speeches,  he  would 
accord  the  same  at  the  present  time — if  there  were  any  in  the 
audience  who  would  like  to  do  so,  he  solicited  them  to  call  upon 
any  gentleman  present. 

General  Gresharn  was  loudly  called,  acknowledged  the  compli- 
ment and  said  that  following  the  address  of  Colonel  Vib.s,  he 
preferred  to  say  nothing.  Generals  Poe,  Davis,  Leggett,  Slack, 
Macfeeley  and  Captain  Franklin  of  the  Navy  were  called,  but 
made  their  acknowledgments  cwily. 

Governor  Williams  of  Indiana  was  called  and  spoke  about  as 
follows: 

I  very  often  make  speeches  to  mv  agricultural  friends,  l)ecausc 
I  am  one  of  them.     When  I   am  with  the  pioneers  I    know  what 
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to  say,  but  if  I  attempt  to  make  a  speech  upon  this  occasion,  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  be  as  a^¥kwal•d  as  when  I  once  attended  a  Sabbath - 
school  convention.  The  minister  of  the  gospel  had  failed  to  come, 
and  they  called  on  me  to  hll  his  place.  I  made  a  speech  to  my 
own  satisfaction — what  I  thought  was  a  very  good  speech,  and  I 
think  it  satisfied  my  audience,  for  they  have  not  called  upon  me 
since.  [Laughter.]  I  very  much  fear  that  if  I  should  attempt  to 
talk  to  you  to-night,  it  would  be  the  last  speech  I  should  ever 
make  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Therefore  I  will  only 
say  that  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  here;  hope  that  you  will  enjoy 
yourselves,  and  have  a  safe  return  to  your  families. 

General  Belknap  responded  briefl\-  to  the  cordial  reception  given 
to  the  mention  of  his  name,  saying  he  was  gratified  that  Indian- 
apolis had  been  selected  for  this  meeting — it  was  due  to  the  Indi- 
ana troops  that  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  that  it  be 
held  here.  Although  from  another  State,  he  had  served  contigu- 
ous with  troops  from  Indiana,  and  would  bear  willing  testimony 
that  in  endurance,  courage,  valor  and  devotion  to  their  countrj^'s 
cause,  they  were  second  to  none  of  the  troops  in  the  army  during 
the  war.  It  gave  him  pleasure  to  share  in  the  generous  hospitality 
of  the  now  citizens,  former  soldiers,  of  the  beautiful  city  of  In- 
dianapolis. 

General  Ben.  Harrison  was  loudly  called  and  urged  to  go,  from 
his  seat  in  the  audience,  upon  the  stage,  but  speaking  from  where 
he  was,  he  said: 

I  thought  that  modest  men  occupying  such  seats  as  the  one  I 
had  chosen  were  privileged,  under  the  rulings  of  the  chair,  to  sit 
and  listen.  I  had  been  under  the  impression  that  this  was  a 
meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  I  do  not  see  what 
right  you  have  to  call  out  a  corporal  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land who  is  in  undress  uniform.  [Laughter.]  It  reminds  me  of 
what  occurred  about  the  time  when  my  regiment  was  near  New 
Hope  Church.  [Cries  of  "come  on  the  stage,"  lasting  for  several 
minutes.]  \  was  simply  going  to  call  to  your  recollection — [renewed 
calls  of  "get  on  the  stage,"  "we  want  to  see  you,"  and  cheers] — if 
you  will  keep  order  for  a  few  moments.  I  was  simply  going  to  say 
that  when  my  regiment  was  near  New  Hope — Church — [at  this 
point  the  same  cries  were  renewed  with  double  vigor,  principally 
coming   from   persons   in    the    gallery,  upon   which   the    General 
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added j:  Well,  now,  you  have  succeeded  in  getting  more  amuse- 
ment out  of  me  than  any  other  speaker,  and  I  think  I  had  better 
sit  down. 

Captain  L.  B.  Church  then  sang  '■'■  Marching  through  Georgia,''' 
the  audience  joining  in  the  chorus. 

General  James  H.  Wilson  being  called,  responded  from  the 
stage,  mainly  referring  to  the  service  of  Indiana  soldiers,  reciting 
some  humorous  reminiscences  in  which  he  mentioned  Captain 
Frank  White  and  Ross  Hill. 

General  John  Tillson  was  called  and  in  responding  said  he  pre- 
ferred not  to  attempt  any  remarks,  but  would  read  a  song  of  his 
own  composition  which  could  be  sung  with  the  air  of "  Benny 
Havens,  O!"  and  to  which  he  gave  title  of, 
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Ho!  comrades  of  the  brave  old  band,  we  gather  here  once  more, 

With  smiling  eye  and  clasping  hand,  to  "fight  our  battles  o'er." 
To  quaft"  from  out  the  brimming  cup  of  old  time  memory. 

And  bright  relight  the  pathway  rich  of  our  Old  Tennessee. 
As  myriad  sparks  of  war's  romance  our  meetings  warm  inspire; 

The  heady  fight,  the  anxious  march,  the  jolly  bivouac  fire; 
The  days  of  doubt,  of  hope,  of  care,  of  danger  and  of  glee; 

Oh!  what  a  world  of  racy  thought  illumes  the  Tennessee. 

Ye  answered  quick,  ye  answered  long  your  trembling  country's  call: 

Ye  forward  trod,  with  dauntless  will,  'gainst  bayonet  and  ball; 
Your  motto  was,  "Our  Flag  restore" — your  action,  victory. 

And  act  and  motto  to  your  name  will  ever  fastened  be. 
By  fair  Ohio's  azure  wave  and  yellow  Mis'sip's  stream, 

O'er  Corinth  plains,  on  Mission  Ridge,  the  nation's  banners  gleam; 
They  -swept  in  checkless  triimiph  on,  with  Sherinan  to  the  sea, 

And  never  dropped  wheil  guarded  by  the  conq'ring  Tennessee. 

Did  ever  crowd  in  one  brief  time  such  incident  and  fun.? 

Was  ever  such  a  maze  of  things  thought  of,  and  said,  and  done.'' 
'Twould  take  a  lifetime  to  relate,  when  once  one  has  begun, 

So  briefly  let  us  here  revert  to  but  this  single  one  : 
Ah!  chickens  down  in  Dixie's  land,  and  shoats,  and  turkeys,  too, 

Domestic  sorrows  on  you  rest,  as  well  your  grandsires  knew, 
The  roost  was  plucked,  the  root  was  torn  oft' your  ancestral  tree, 

To  furnish  forage  for  the  boys — the  bumming  Tennessee. 
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But  hush!  a  sadder  thought  evokes,  like  far-oft' ocean's  moan. 

The  tribute  of  our  souls  to  those  wlio  'neath  the  earth  are  prone. 
Ah  I  hero  hearts,  who  fighting  fell  beneath  the  honored  blue. 

Your  names,  your  fames,  by  us  will  be  forever  treasured  true. 
And  he  foremost,  himself  a  host,  the  Bayard  of  his  da  v. 

Upon  whose  princely  martial  crest  seemed  Victory  to  lay — 
Whose  every  act  was  soldier  grace,  whose  soul  was  chivalry, 

McPherson's  g'lorv  first  belongs  to  his  own  Tennessee. 

Our  roster  thins,  as  years  pass  on  we  drop  oli' one  by  one; 

Ere  long,  too  soon,  to  yearly  call,  there  will  be  answer — none; 
Then,  as  along  the  record  page  those  mourning  columns  creep, 

The  whisper  comes — to  closer  still  our  living  friendships  keep. 
Another  thought  we  forward  cast  to  that  not  distant  day, 

When  left  of  all  our  gallant  band  will  be  one  vet'ran  gray. 
And  here's  to  him  who  meets  alone — wherever  he  may  be, 

The  last,  the  lone  survivor  of  the  grand  old  Tennessee. 


General  Dan  Macaiiley  was  then  loudly  called  for  and  going  to 
the  stage  said: 

Mr.  President: 

It  seems  dangerous  to  be  safe  here,  but  I  obey  orders.  I 
feel  about  as  much  at  home  under  this  surprising  call  to  the  front, 
as  did  one  of  my  Captains,  once  upon  a  time,  when  he  unexpect- 
edly found  himself  standing  on  end  before  an  audience  committed 
to  a  speech. 

Swallowing  his  misery  as  well  as  he  could,  he  stammered  out  a 
most  astounding  text  from  which  to  preach.  It  was  ^'■Paraphernalia, 
or  the  connection  bctiveen  spinal  diseases  and  Covimomoealth  of  In- 
diana.''  Lost  in  amazement  at  the  length,  breadth  and  general 
symmetry  of  the  text,  I  paid  no  attention  to  his  further  remarks. 
Now  I  shall  follow  that  frightened  gentleman's  oratorical  flight 
in  at  least  his  bold  intlependence,  and  strike  out  in  any  and  all 
directions  occurring  to  me. 

It  seems  an  hour  of  personal  reminiscence,  and  I  am  reminded 
of  cuie  so  intimately  connected  with  the  mighty  uprising  of  the 
North  in  1861,  that  this  very  room  itself  seems  again  alive  with 
the  spirit  of  the  times.  Here  it  was  that  our  great  war  meeting 
was  held  by  an  almost  breathless  people,  and  during  which  tele- 
grams were  everv  few  moments  read,  annnouncing  the  progress  of 
the    attack  on    "Sumter."     The   thrill    with    which    the    final    one 
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announcing  its  fall  was  lead  will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  pre- 
sent. Here  it  was  that  under  the  burning  words  of  our  most 
eloquent  patriots  the  Northern  heart  was  fired — the  lamented 
Dumont,  the  gifted  Gordon,  whom  I  now  see  present,  and  others 
living  and  dead,  but  never  to  be  forgotton,  pledging  anew  in  the 
words  of  the  Fathers  "our  lives,  our  fortunes  and  our  Sacred 
Honor." 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  of  those  most  serious  and  important 
events  that  I  propose  to  speak — the  mere  allusion  is  sufficient. 

It  has  been  alleged  by  those  who  know  me  here,  that  I  have 
claimed  upon  many  public  occasions  to  have  belonged  to  which- 
ever nation  or  sect  happened  to  be  uppermost  at  the  moment. 
For  instance,  these  envious  people  have  intimated  that  when  my 
Irish  fellow-citizens  were  in  jubilee,  I  proved  myself  an  Irishman; 
when  the  Germans  assembled,  I  was  a  German  with  all  that  the 
term  implies,  and  that  when  our  Colored  brethern — well,  never 
mind.  Now  in  general  terms  such  is  the  fact  and  I  am  proud  of  it. 
When  General  \Vilson  alluded  to  the  exploits  of  gallant  cavalry- 
men, Ross  Hill  and  others,  my  spirit  shouted  within  me,  for  was 
I  not  once  a  bold  cavalryman  myself? — with  modifications?  It 
appears  like  conceit  to  thus  blow  a  personal  bugle,  but  possibly 
the  conceit  will  be  less  apparent  as  I  proceed.  I  was  a  greenhorn 
3oungster  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  and  almost  a  stranger  in 
this  neck  of  woods,  but  I  dropped  all  others  matters  and  joined  a 
mob  of  patriots  whose  sole  mission  for  many  days  was  to  contin- 
uously meet  and  be  "sworn  in,"  squires,  judges,  constables  and 
ministers,  and  others  authorities  took  a  hand  at  it  in  various  halls, 
offices  and  public  squares,  using  indiscriminately  the  military  oath, 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  that  more  solemn  one  of  the  marriage 
service  as  I  now  believe,  until  at  last  the  most  sanguinary  of  us 
felt  qualified  to  settle  the  entire  rebellion  on  private  terms.  To 
my  surprise  the  company  into  which  we  finally  resolved  our- 
selves, was  combined  with  others  into  what  the}'  called  a  "regi- 
ment," a  new  fangled  and  nonsensical  idea  to  my  imtutored  mind 
at  that  time.  The  "Boys,"  regardless  of  army  regulations,  had 
elected  me  ist  Sergeant  and  then  ist  Lieutenant,  and  we  had 
sworn  and  resworn  eternal  fidelity  over  our  tin  cups  and  plates 
tor  several  days,  when  a  messenger  came  requesting  my  presence 
at  headquarters  without  delay.  Being  naturally  of  an  obliging 
disposition,  I  sauntered  up  that  way  and  asked  Mr  Wallace  what 
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might  be  wanted.  Looking  at  me  sharply  from  head  to  foot  for 
a  moment,  he  informed  me  that  I  was  appointed  Adjutant  of  the 
regiment.  "Adjutant!"  I  said,  "what's  that.''  What  does  he  do?" 
He  studied  me  a  moment  more  and  then  said  abruptly:  "Get  your 
things  and  report  here  immediately."  He  evidently  had  moved 
the  "previous  question,"  so  without  debate  I  returned  to  my  sworn 
companions  in  great  distress  of  mind  and  held  with  them  an  in- 
dignation meeting  of  considerable  vigor.  "Don't  go!"  they  said, 
and  I  had  about  made  up  my  mind  to  march  the  company  off 
into  a  separate  command  when  I  heard  one  of  them  remark,  that 
he  thought  it  was  a  Horse  office.  "Horse  office!"  I  shouted  joy- 
fully, "Sainted  Mariar,  that  let's  me  out,  I  never  was  on  a  horse  in 
my  life!"  and  aw^ay  I  put  again  for  headquarters.  "Mr.  Wallace," 
said  I,  "that  place  you  told  me  of — it's  a  Horse  office  is'nt  it?" 
'■yes  sirf^  he  answered  in  italics.  Then  I  said  I  can't  come,  I 
could'nt  ride  a  load  of  hay,  I  never  was  on  a  horse's  back  in  my 
life."  The  Colonel  divided  a  short  and  savage  look  about  equally 
betw^een  me  and  his  watch,  and  this  time  he  spoke  in  Capitals,  "I 

WANT  YOU   AND  YOUR  THINGS  UP  HERE  IN  TEN   MINUTES !"    and   I 

once  more  felt  that  debate  was  out  of  order  as  I  hurried  back  to 
the  bereaved  comrades,  and  made  close  connection  as  to  the  ten 
minutes,  headquarters,  my  traps  and  myself. 

Our  regiment  was  the  first  to  receive  marching  orders  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and  if  you  can  recall  the  commotion,  the  excite- 
ment and  the  enthusiasm  with  which  these  first  orders  were  re- 
ceived in  every  State  and  locality,  you  can  appreciate  the  intensity 
of  affairs  here.  We  moved  out  of  barracks  and  remained  all  one 
bright  and  beautiful  day,  surrounded  by  thousands  of  admiring 
citizens  flocking  to  see  the  heroes  under  the  awful  calcium  of  war- 
like orders.  The  ladies  came  out  in  great  multitudes  and  gave  us 
Bibles,  seven  of  which  I  drew  from  different  sources  in  the  con- 
fusion, while  our  gentlemen  friends  bought  us  knives  and  daggers 
of  savage  pattern  and  bloody  suggestiveness.  I  was  young  and  fair 
to  look  upon  in  those  days  and  was  in  the  fullest  possible  uniform, 
with  all  the  golden  ornaments  contemplated  by  law,  and  several 
gorgeous  decorations  I  was  afterwards  grieved  to  learn  had  not  been 
formally  adopted.  You  can  never  realize  the  abyss  of  horror  into 
which  Colonel  Wallace  plunged  me  that  happy  afternoon,  as  he 
dashed  up  on  a  fiery  war  horse  to  the  crowd  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
in  which  I  w^as  on  exhibition,  and  jumping  off",  threw  the  lines  to 
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me  and  told  me  to  jump  on  and  ride  in  haste  to  the  State  House 
and  get  certain  papers  there  awaiting  me.  I  know  the  horse 
fairly  grinned  as  I  patted  him  somewhere  on  the  side  of  the  head, 
and  answered  cheerfully,  "all  right  sir!"  while  I  inwardly  cursed 
him  back  through  five  generations.  The  dreadful  beast  stood 
there  pawing  and  snorting,  and  I  knew  that  to  hesitate  was  to  be 
lost,  so  I  called  our  Major  (C.O.Wood)  over  to  me  and  whis- 
pered: "How  in  the  devil's  name  shall  I  mount  this  atrocious  thing? 
— which  side.? — I  never  was  on  one  in  my  life!"  "Why  nonsense" 
said  he,  "you're  all  right,  you're  on  the  right  side  now,  just  put 
your  foot  in  the  stirrup,  catch  hold  of  the  mane  and  step  on." 
"Yes"  I  groaned,  "but  what  will  he  do  when  I'm  on?"  "Oh,  he'll 
go  all  right"  he  answered.  "Go  all  right!  Heavens!  that  isn't 
what's  troubling  me,  will  he  stop  all  right?"  The  Major  kindly 
reassured  me,  so  I  poked  my  heart  down  my  throat  somewhere 
near  where  it  belonged,  grabbed  the  horse  by  the  hair,  gave  the 
Colonel  a  few  more  curses  that  I  had  omitted  in  the  excitement  of 
the  moment,  shut  my  eyes,  and  breathing  '■'noiu  I  lay  ;;ze,"  T  gave 
a  leap  on  God's  best  gift  to  man  that  would  have  put  me  on  an 
elephant.  To  my  most  pleasant  surprise  I  struck  square  on  the 
saddle,  and  we  started  ofi^  together,  with  citizens  scattering  in  all 
directions. 

1  shall  never  forget  the  emotions  of  my  first  few  moments  on 
that  tremendous  animal,  and  though  I  smiled  sweetly,  I  felt  as 
though  I  was  on  a  thousand  legged  whirlwind  on  a  mission  of 
death  and  destruction  to  all  dear  things  on  earth.  I  do  not  now 
remember  a  stift^er,  straighter,  "solitary  horseman,"  even  in  James' 
novels,  than  I  was  as  we  ambled  down  Massachusetts  Avenue, 
trying  to  jDick  out  the  soft  spots,  the  horse  as  sprightly  and  play- 
ful as  a  kitten,  and  my  pants  shrinking  into  knee  breeches  as  I  rode 
and  prayed  and  suffered.  Ahead  of  me  I  could  see  on  each  side 
of  the  sti'eet  the  crowd  of  people  still  coming  out  to  camp,  but  I 
never  saw  them  as  they  passed  me.  Possibly  any  acquaintances 
of  mine  among  them  may  have  wondered  why  I  didn't  speak  to 
or  recognize  them  as  they  were  abreast  of  me — I  was  afraid  to — I 
wouldn't  have  spokento  an  apostle  for  fear  of  falling  oft" — I  was 
busy.  The  soliloquy  that  was  jolted  out  of  me  by  that  stilted 
giant  would  have  been  worth  preserving.  "Good,  kind  horse" — 
I  muttered — "please  don't  jolt  so! — and  this  is  horseback  riding,  is 
it? — its    solid    miserv! — Oh!   for    a    thousand    rails — and    tar    and 
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feathers! — I'd  ride  'em  all  in  preference! — why  do  you  poke  your 
head  in  my  face  that  way? — Merciful  Heavens!  what  are  you 
starting  at? — Sweet  Creator!  he's  going  to  jump  sideways 
AND  I'm  not  fit  to  die!" — And  then  I  pulled  my  feet  out  of  the 
stirrups  so  that  when  I  fell  oft'  we  could  run  away  in  different 
directions. — "Oh  pet!"  I  whispered,  "why  do  you  use  me  so? — I 
never  harmed  you! — ^God  is  good  to  tlie  Irish,  w^hy  do  you  try  to 
murder  me? — How  much  are  you  worth?  Can  I  aflord  to  kill  you? 
— Accursed  Wallace!  may  he  perish  on  many  battlefields! — I'll 
shoot  him  in  the  first  — Whoa!  blast  you!  oh!  if  I  only  dared  to  hit 
you! — Why  do  you  go  on  the  sidewalk  darling? —  Are  you  going 
over  the  fence,  you  torturer  of  innocence? — Oh!  what  a  fate!  and 
me  engaged  to  be  married!— A  saddle!  its  a  gridiron! — Why  do 
vou  rock  so?  and  scramble  around,  you  forty  legged  fool! — I  won- 
der who's  looking  at  me? — You're  twenty  feet  high  if  you're  an 
inch! — Ohl  Oh!  m-m-m" —  I  groaned  again — "that  fiend  back 
at  camp  will  murder  me  if  I  don't  hurry  back — I'll  get  oft',  you 
villain,  if  you'll  let  me,  and  we'll  both  walk  down — it's  only  a  mile!" 
and  then  as  he  struck  a  new  gait  I  slid  oft',  dragged  him  by  main 
strength  to  a  lamp  post,  tied  him  securely  so  that  only  one  ot  us 
could  go  oft' at  a  time,  struck  out  on  foot  and  got  the  papers.  Re- 
turning, I  had  to  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  remounting  the  awful 
creature,  and  I  can  never  forget  the  consternation  with  which  I 
found  myself  riding  out  to  camp  heliind  the  saddle  as  we  gaily  can- 
tered oft'.  How  I  climbed  safely  over,  and  how  we  dashed  into  camp 
among  peaceful  people  who  professed  to  be  frightened  for  sixty 
feet  on  each  side  of  our  line  of  march,  I  won't  dwell  on  now,  but 
I  trust  that  hereafter,  when  cavalrymen  and  riders  of  later  days  are 
mentioned,  it  will  not  be  entirely  forgotten  that  there  were  mar- 
tyrs and  heroes  even  as  far  back  as  early  in  1861. 

General  Macauley's  remarks  elicited  great  humor  and  laughter 
— a  most  pleasing  incident. 

Captain  W,  P.  David  was  called  and  recited  '■'Sheridan's  Ride"' 
with  such  good  eft'ect  as  to  receive  hearty  applause. 
Song  by  the  Cecillian  Glee  Club. 

The  President,  thanking  all  for  their  presence  and  courteous 
attention  during  the  evening,  declared  the  meeting  adjourned 
until  tomorrow  at  10  o'clock. 

Drum  Corps: — '■'Tattoo  and  Taps.'^ 
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Indianapolis,  Ind,,  October  31,  1878. 

The  Society  assembled  in  the  MetropoHtan  Theatre  according 
to  adjournment  of  yesterday,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Pres- 
ident at  10:45  o'clock. 

Proceeding  to  business,  in  order, 

On  motion  of  Captain  Everest: 

Resolved,  That  the  reading  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday's 
meeting  be  omitted. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  and  read  the  following 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  October  30,  1S7S. 
To  Colonel  Ben.  Stoonek, 

Soldiers  Reunion: 
Am  more  than  sorr\'  that  illness    in    famil\-    prevents    my    joining    you    as 
hoped.     Love  to  comrades.    Joyous  reunion. 

A.    E.   BURNSIDE. 


Cincinnati,  O.,  October  31, 1S7S. 
To  General  A..  Hickenlooper, 

Bates  House: 
I  can  not  get  away. 

M.  F.  Force. 


St.  Louis,    October  SO,  1S7S. 
To  Colonel  L.  ^L  Dayton, 

Society  of  the  Ariiiv  of  Tennessee: 
Lightning  can   not    iUuminc  my    disappointment.     Important,   unexpected 
business  detains  me.     Hope  to  greet  you  all  in  person  tomorrow. 

Thos.  C.  Fletcher. 


Chicago,  October  30, 1S78. 
To  the  President  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Tomv  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  greetings. 

John  C.  Hamilton. 
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Chicago,  III.,  October  oO,  1818. 
To  General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

A  rm  V  of  the  Ten nessee : 
Dear  Hick.: — I  have  to  "pass."     Make  it  Chicago    next  year    so    we    can 
all  come  in. 

D.  H.  GiLE. 


Paducah,  Ky.,  October  11,  1S7S. 
General  Benjamin  Spooner, 

Chair nuni  Committee  on  Invitation: 
Allow  me  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  vour  invitation  to  be  pi-esent  at 
the  twelfth  annnal  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  tlic  Tennessee,  in 
your  city.  It  was  my  intention  to  attend  the  reunion  this  autumn,  and  I 
am  deeply  disappointed  that  I  have  to  send  my  "regrets,"  instead  of  a  pleased 
acceptance. 

The  yellow  fever  has  been  uncomfortably  near,  and  our  city  quarantined  for 
two  months,  so  we  dare  not  look  forward  to  merry  making  of  any  kind  until  a 
heavy  frost  dispels  the  fearful  shadow  under  which  we  daily  live. 

With  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation,  and  many  wishes  for  the  cnjoj-ment  of 
the  niLMubers  of  the  Society'  during  their  meeting  in  your  city, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Mrs.  Addie  Hall. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Columbia,) 
Fort  Vancouver,  W.  T.,  September  20,  1S7S.         \ 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Cincinnati,  O.: 
Dear  General: — Your  announcement  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  is  just  received.     The  press  of  official  duties  and 
my  distant  station  will  prevent  me  meeting  with  you  this  year. 

Please  convey  to  my  old  comrades  of  that  distinguished  army,  which  I  am 
proud  to  have  commanded  during  an  eventful  periodof  their  history,  my  hearty 
greetings  and  best  wishes. 

Very  resDectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  Howard, 
Brigadier -General,  U.  S.    Army. 


United  States  Land  Offick,  | 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  October  25,  1878.) 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Dear  Sir: — I  had  hoped  until  two  weeks  since  that  I  should  be  able  to  at- 
tend the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society,  and  I  so  wrote  General  Ben. 
Spooner  at  that  time.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  official  duty  compels  me 
to  forego  that  pleasure.  I  want  to  go  so  badly  that  I  dream  about  it  at  night, 
fret  about  it  by  day,  and  my  wife  says,  that  I  forget  my  ecclesiastical  standing 
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in  Utah  and  swear  about  it  before  the  children,  which  is  ver\'  wrong  tor  a 
pious  old  soldier.  Believing  as  I  do,  yea  knowing,  what  a  glorious  time  you 
are  going  to  have,  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  to  be  doomed  to  the 
disappointment  of  having  no  part  nor  lot  in  such  a  feast  of  fat  things,  would 
make  the  most  pious  inilitarj  commander,  even  the  Hero  of  the  "March  to  the 
Sea,"  swear  a  little,  in  a  minor  key,  at  least. 

The  place  of  meeting,  too,  makes  it  exceedingly  desirable.  It  is  not  only 
central  and  appropriate  and  will  therefore  invite  a  large  gathering,  but  that 
beautiful  city  is  historically  inspiring  to  the  Union  soldier.  Indianapolis  has 
already  become  a  commercial  giant  among  our  Western  cities;  its  civic  record 
is  as  spotless  and  patriotic  as  that  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  itself^  Her 
outreaching  iron  arms  and  rich  agricultural  environments  fix  her  future  career 
beyond  doubt  as  an  attractive  and  mighty  metropolis.  A  city  whose  burning 
patriotism  during  the  War  for  the  Union,  warmed  into  resistless  enthusiasm 
every  lover  of  liberty  and  law  in  the  entire  State.  The  chief  city  of  a  great 
commonwealth  whose  pride  and  honor  it  was  to  be  led,  in  times  of  treason, 
by  the  great  and  gallant  War  Governor,  Oliver  P.  Morton.  The  presence  of 
Morton  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  any  and  all  times,  was  an  inspira- 
tion in  the  bosom  of  every  true  soldier  in  that  great  command.  His  stainless 
honor,  lofty  patriotism  and  broad  humanity  made  him  not  only  the  hope  of 
the  poor,  the  humble  and  the  weak  of  the  Republic,  but  justly  assigned  him  a 
lofty  place  among  the  wisest  statesmen  of  the  country.  While  the  whole 
nation  claimed  him,  loved  hiin  and  called  him  to  her  high  places  of  trust 
Indianapolis  had  the  honor  of  giving  him  a  home  in  her  midst  during  his 
eventful  public  life,  and  she  now  has  the  sad  pleasure  of  sacredly  guarding  the 
ashes  of  the  dead  statesmen. 

Truly,  my  dear ''jeneral,  it  is  a  desirable  place  and  appropriate   time   for  the 
meeting  and  greeting  of  the  veterans  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Present  my  congratulations  to  those  who  are  so  happy  as  to    be    there,    and 
tell  them  when  it  goes  well  with  them  to  remember  me. 

Fraternally  and  patriotically, 

M.  M.  B.^NE. 


Oregon  Steam  Navigaiion  Company,  \ 
Portland,  Oregon,  October  16,  1S7S.     j 

To  Generals  Bkn.  Spooner,  Lew.  Wallace,  Reuben  Williams  and 

OTHERS, 

Committee  on  Invitation,  Indianapolis.  Ind.: 

Dear  Sirs: — I  am  honored  by  receipt  of  your  invitation  to  attend  the 
twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be 
held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  30th  and  31st  instant. 

I  cherish  with  increasing  aiiection  the  membership  of  yoiu"  honorable  Soci- 
ety, and  regret  that  m}'  distant  location  and  pressing  business  engagements 
will  prevent  my  attendance  at  your  reunion. 

I  came  to  this  coast  in  the  spring  of  1870,  and  since  that  time  have  been  im- 
able  to  attend  any  of  the  annual  reunions — previous  to  that  time  I  attended 
tliem  all  from  the  first  organization  of  the  Society. 
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I  hope  jour  meeting  will  be  one  of  unmixed  enjoyment,  and  one  long  to 
be  remembered  with  pleasure  by  all  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  there. 
Desiring  to  be  kindly  remembered, 

I  am,  vours  truly, 

John  W.  Sprague. 


Saint  Paul,  October  IS,  1878. 
General  Ben.  Spooner,  et  al., 

Committee,  etc.,  etc. 
Gents: — Sore  affliction  and  personal  bereavement  have   induced   such   de- 
sire for  lonely  contemplation  and  solitude,  that   I  find  myself  imable  to  accept 
your  invitation  and  participate  in  the  pleasure  of  our  annual  reunion. 

It  is  indeed  true  that  in  no  condition  are  the  friendships  and  achieve- 
ments of  the  war  excluded  from  the  mind,  but  at  times  we  seem  to  reach  such 
moods  that  to  call  up  friends,  times,  acts,  events  and  achievements  by  the  force 
of  memory  and  imagination,  seems  to  afford  more  satisfaction  than  any  public 
occasion,  however  festive  and  joyous. 

With  m\-  earnest  wishes  for  the  utmost  happiness  and  greatest  success  of 
all  my  old  comrades  and  members  of  oiu-  Society, 

I  remain,  truly  your  comrade  and  friend, 

John  B.  Sanborn. 


Davenport,  Iowa,  October  24,  1S7S. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations  Army  Tennessee,  Inciianapolis,  Ind. 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  committee's 
kind  invitation  to  the  twelfth  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  to 
return  "regrets"  that  on  this  occasion  I  am  compelled  to  violate  a  favorite  per- 
sonal maxim  of  "pleasure  before  business,"  and  can't  be  with  you.  But  I 
trust  "you'uns"  who  are  there,  will  charitably  remember  "vve'uns"  most  un- 
happily absent;  and  will  more  particularly  and  solemnly  reflect  at  the  Ban- 
quet, that  while  we  are  with  you  in  spirit,  the  spirits,  not  a  bottle  of  'em,  are 
with  us. 

Sadly,  but  veiw  respectfully,  _\our  obedient  servant. 

Add.  H.  Sanders, 
16t/i  lozi'a,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Collapsed  Vols. 


Helena,  M.  T..  October  lO,  1S7S. 
Dear  General: — I  am  still  so  situated  on  account  of  official  duties  and 
the  great  distance  between  this  point  and  Indianapolis,  that  I  am  com- 
pelled to  again  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  meeting  my  comrades  at  their 
Twelfth  Annual  reunion.  The  transfer  of  my  residence  from  Ohio  to 
Montana  in  1870,  has  prevented  me  from  attending  any  of  the  Society 
meetings  since  December,  186S,  at  Chicago,  but  I  hope  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  Society  at  no  distant  period.  Please  present  my  best  wishes  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  present,  and  believe  me, 

Sincerely  your  friend, 

B.  F.  Potts. 

General  A.  IIickenlooper, 

Indianapolis,   Ind. 


Of  the  Army  of  the    Temiessee.  209 

Glasgow  Station,  Mo.,  October  16,  1S78. 
Committee  on  Int'itation  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Gentlemen: — Mv  duties  as  chief  engineer  of  the  bridge  across  the  Mis- 
souri river  at  this  point,  are  so  exacting  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  at- 
tend the  reunion  of  the  Society  at  IndianapoHs,  on  the  30th  and  31st  instants- 

Yours  truly, 

Wm.  Sooy  Smith. 


Decatur,  III  ,  October  20,  1S7S. 
H.  C.  Adams,  Fred.  Knefler,  Hon.  W.  Q^Gkesham, 

Gentlemen: — On  my  return  home  to-day  found  your  telegram.  I  am 
sorry  to  >ay  il  will  be  impossible  tor  me  to  attend  ^our  Banquet  on  the  31st 
instant.  Would  be  much  pleased  to  do  so,  but  can  not  possibly.  With  thanks 
for  invitation, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

R.  J.  Oglesby. 


Chicago,  October  20, 1ST S. 
My  Dear  General: — I  am  tied  up  here  with  a  bad  cold,  and,  but  for  this, 
would  be  with  you  at   Indianapolis.      Hoping  you  may   have  a  pleasant  and 
profitable  reunion, 

I  am,  truly  yours,  etc., 

Thos.  Reynolds. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  of  the  Army  of  the    Tennessee. 


Chicago,   October  12,  187S. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corrcspoudi)ig  Secretary  Society  Army  Tennessee: 
Dear  Hick.: — I  have  to-day  notified  General  Spooner  of  my  inability  to 
be  present  at  our  next  reunion,  and  according  to  regulations  beg  to  express  the 
same  regrets  to  you.  I  feel  assured  the  attendance  will  be  large  and  I  will  not 
be  missed,  but  I  shall  miss  the  kindh' greeting  and  warm  shake  of  the  hand  of 
old  comrades  that  is  always  exceedingly  gratifying  to  me,  the  pleasing  remem- 
brances of  which  last  through  the  interval  of  our  meetings.  I  think  Chicago 
ought  to  be  honored  as  the  next  place  of  meeting,  but  wherever  in  this  broad 
land  it  ma_\'  be,  I  hope  to  be  present  at  roll  call  and  ar.swer  to  the  name  of 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.   McArthur. 


Des  Moines,  October  2S,  1818. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresp07iding  Secretary  Society  Army  Tennessee: 
My  Dear  General: — It  has  been  my  expectation  to  be  present   with  my 
comrades  of  our  Society  at  this  twelfth  annual  reunion,  but  at  the  last  moment 
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pressure  of  public  business  is  such  that  I  am  compelled  to  forego  the  pleasure 
of  the  meeting.  I  trust,  however,  the  attendance  will  be  large  and  the  enjoy- 
ments of  the  occasion  participated  in  by  the  great  majority  of  our  members. 

I  realize  that  as  the  years  roll  by  our  members  are  gradually  decreasing,  and 
each  annual  roll-call  shows  some  to  have  been  summoned  hence.  Therefore 
the  more  regret  when  any  are  detained  from  the  meeting.  A  few  more  years 
and  others  too  will  not  be  there  to  respond,  and  their  life's  history  will  be  told 
ill  the  single  word  "promoted,"  written  opposite  their  names. 

Let  us  all  hojie  the  thirteenth  reunion  will  witness  the  presence  of  every 
member,  and  that  meantime  health  and  prosperity  be  vouchsafed  the  entire 
membership.     I  sincerely  regret  I  can  not  be  present. 

Very  truly  yours, 

B.  R.  Sherman, 
Late  Caftain  IStJi  lorva  Infty.    Vols. 


Chicago,  October  SO,  187S. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper: 

My  Dear  General: — At  the  very  last  moment  I  find  it  impossible  for  me 
to  leave  for  Indianapolis,  to  join  my  old  comrades  in  this  the  twelfth  annual 
reunion  of  our  Society.  I  regret  this  deeply,  for  I  had  set  my  heart  upon 
being  present.  I  feel  sure  that  this  reunion  will  be  most  delightful  to  all  who 
are  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  participate  in  it. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  health  and  prosperity  of  all  the  members  of  our 
Society,  I  remain, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  Chetlain. 


St.  Paul,  Minn.,  October  22,  1S7S. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary : 
Dear  Sir: — Until  the  present  moment  I  fiiUy  expected  to  attend  the  com- 
ing reunion  at  Indianapolis,  but  greatly  to  my  disappointment  I  will  be  denied 
that //ert5K;'c  on  account  of  our  "annual  line  meeting"  occurring  at  Chicago 
on  the  same  date,  and  which  I  find  necessary  to  attend.  During  the  year  I 
have  been  looking  forward  with  pleasant  anticipation  to  the  time  when  I 
should  again  meet  my  comrades  of  the  '■'■grand  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee;^'' 
but  as  I  am  to  be  deprived  of  that  pleasure,  please  convey  my  regrets  to  those 
present,  and  be  assured  that,  though  absent  in  person  I  am  thoroughly  with 
you  in  sentiment. 

Trusting  you  may  have  as  enjoyable  a  time  as  we  had  in  St.  Paul  last  year, 
I  am,  yours  truly, 

Jno.  C.  Hamilton. 
Herewith  $i.oo  to  pay  annual  dues. 
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"The  Grange,"  ) 

Jamaica,  Long  Island,  October  25,  1S7S.\ 
Ben.  Spooner,  Esq., 

C/iairman,  and  Committee  o/i  Invitations : 
Gentlemen: — T  regret  I  shall  be  unable  to  be  present  at  the   twelfth  an- 
nual reunion  of  the  Armj  of  the  Tennessee.     I  beg  through  jou  to  present  to 
mv  comrades  my  sincere  wishes  for  their  welfare  now  and  ever. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Schuyler  Hamilton, 
Late  Major-General,  etc.,  etc. 

Belvidere,  Ills.,  October  22,  1S78. 
General  W.  Q^Gresham, 

Indianapolis: 
My  Dear  Friend  and  Old  Comrade: — I  am  pained  not  to  be  able  to 
meet  with  you  on  the  30th,  but  I  am  occupied  by  engagements,  public  and  pri- 
vate, which  I  can  not  neglect.  Do  me  the  favor  of  presenting  to  the  Society 
mj'  regrets  for  this  lost  opportvmity  and  my  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the 
reunion. 

Yours  very  truly, 

S.   A.    HURLKUT. 


Alliance,  O.,  October  7,  1S7S. 
Dear  Sir: — Your  circular  notice  of  the  twelfth  annual  reunion  was  duly 
received  long  time  ago,  and  would  have  been  replied  to  sooner,  had  I  not 
hoped  from  time  to  time  to  be  able  to  say  that  I  should  be  on  hand  on  that 
occasion.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  can  not  attend,  for  I  doubt  not,  on  account  of 
the  time  and  the  location,  it  will  be  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  of  reunions. 

I  received  the  two  volumes  containing  the  first  ten  annual  reports,  and  must 
say  they  reflect  great  credit  on  the  gentlemen  having  charge  of  getting  them  up. 
Please  remember  me  to  the  members  of  the   Society.       With  assurances  of 
unfailing  regard. 

Very  truly  yours, 

C.  C.  Kellogg. 
Gkneral  a.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Army  Tennessee,  Cincinnati,    O. 


Lancaster,  Ky.,  October  2S,  1878. 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Secretary  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee; 
My  Dear  Colonel: — I  regret  that  circumstances  beyond  my  control  pre- 
vent my  attending  the  reunion,  as  I  am  satisfied    this  will   be    one  of  the  best 
meetings  the  Society  has  ever  held.   ■ 

Indianapolis  will  entertain  handsomely,  and  with  such  veterans  as  Spooner, 
Gresham,  Coburn,  Maginnis,  Terrell,  Knefler  and  Macauley  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  such  a  thing  as  failure  would  be  an  impossibility. 
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I  authorize  and  empower  General  James   R.    Slack   to  represent   me  at  the 
Banquet,  and  furnish  an  abundant  supply  of  anecdotes  suited  to  the  occasion. 

Truly  yours, 

W.  J.  Landram, 
Brevet  Brigadier -General   U.  ii.    Vols. 


Havana,  III.,  October  2S,  ISIS. 
General  Ben.  Spooner  and  others, 

Committee  on  Invitations: 
Sirs: — I  am  the  recipient  of  your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  twelfth 
annual  reunion  of  the  "Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  at  Indiana- 
polis, on  the  30lh  instant,  and  to  participate  in  the  pleasures  of  that  occasion. 
I  assure  you,  on  the  honor  of  a  soldier,  that  I  should  be  greatly  delighted  to 
visit  your  city  and  State,  and  be  with  you  on  that  occasion,  to  greet  the  gallant 
men  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  but  other  engagements  (previous,  press- 
ing, pecuniarj!)  will  deprive  me  of  that  pleasure. 

If  you  only  knew  that  your  comrade  is  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  a  soldier 
without  a  command! — an  attorney  without  a  client! — a  statesman  without  an 
office! — and  a  farmer  without  a  crop  in  three  j'ears!! — _\ou  would  scarcely  ex- 
pect to  meet  him  on  an  occasion  making  so  heavy  drafts  upon  the  jo^•ous 
heart  and  generous  purse.  When  fortune  smiles  and  dissipates  the  clouds  of 
adversity,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  meet  with  our  Society  again. 

Very  respectfulh', 

James  M.  Ruggles. 


Minneapolis.  Minn.,  October  25,  ISIS. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Cinci7innti,  Ohio: 
Dear  Sir — Business  arrangeiuents  will  prevent  my  attendance  at  our 
reunion  at  Indianapolis,  a  fact  which  I  regret  more  than  "un's  all"  can,  as  I 
remember  I  have  missed  but  two  of  our  reunions  so  far,  and  regret  the  more 
my  inability  to  attend  at  Indianapolis,  as  I  have  many  warm  friends  in  the 
officers  from  Indiana. 

Hoping  you  will  have  your  usual  good  time,  I  remain  as  heretofore, 

Very  truly, 

Edward  Spear. 


Ottawa,  III.,  October 29, 187S. 
General  A.  Hu  kenlooper: 

Dear  General: — I  had  greatly  hoped  that  I  might  be  with  you  and  our 
comrades  of  that  grand  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  this  reunion,  and  regret 
exceedingly  that  I  am  not  able  to  meet  with  you.  Our  courts  are  in  session 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  rendering  it  very  difficult,  in  fact  impossible,  for  me 
to  be  aw  a}'. 

I  well  remember  the  night  we  rode  together  from  camp  to  the  State  House 
at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  to  organize  the  Society,   in    1S65;   and  Avhen  I    realize  the 
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number  of  those  that  have  been  taken  from  us,  it  seems   as   though   the   bonds 
of  union  and  fellowship  must  draw  us  closer  and  more  firmly  together. 
Wishing  vou  all  a  joyous  and  profitable   reunion.   I    remain. 
Yours  most  truly, 

Chas.  H.  Brush, 
Late  Lt.-Col.  53rd  III.   Vol.  Inf. 


Chicago,  October  SO.  1878. 
General  Hickenlooper, 

Secretary,  etc.,  Ifidtanapolis: 
Dear  Sir: — Instead  of  the  pleasure  of  personally  greeting  old  time  com- 
rades, I  have  to  report  myself  absent  from  duty,  for'no  one  will  deny  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  to  attend  the  reunions 
of  the  Society — but  a  resident  of  the  "yellow  fever  belt"  cannot  always  recon- 
cile his  duty  with  his  perfonnance.  Therefore,  with  "these  presents"  I  send 
my  good  wishes,  in  the  hope  that  everybody  present  will  have  the  usual  good 
time. 

Respectfully,  etc. 

Amos  S.  Collins, 
No  90  Camp  Street.  Netu  Orleans. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  IS,  1878. 
Colonel  Bex.  vSpooner, 

Chairman  Co7nmittee  hivitations.  Society  Army  Tennes.tee,  Indianapolis: 
Comradk: — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  kind  invitation  to  participate  in  the 
twelfth  (i2th)  annual  meeting  of  our  Society.  In  reply,  I  thank  vou  for  the 
invitation,  and  add  that  business  engagements  will  again  pi-event  mv  attend- 
ance. Yet  I  desire  to  send  a  hearty  greeting  to  all  of  my  old  comrades,  and 
to  hope  that  those  who  can  be  present  will  have  a  "jolly  good  time  and  be 
happy." 

I  remain,  very  trulv  yom-s, 

RoBT.  C.  Crowell, 
Late  Major  2Gtl/  Mo.   Vol.  Inf. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  October  ID,  1878. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Ciftciunati,  O. : 
Dear  General: — I  regret  exceedingly  that  my  health  will  not  permit  me 
attending  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.     A  long 
strain   on  my   feeble  health  compels   me  to  seek  the  more  genial  climate  of 
Southern  California  for  a  temporary  home. 

Hoping  that  you  may  have  another  old  fashioned  good   time,   I  shall   ask  of 
you  kind  remembrances  from  all  our  old  comrades. 

Fraternallv  voiiis. 

Frank  Lynch, 
Late  Lt.-Col.  27th  Ohio  Inf. 
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Media,  Del.  Co.,  Pa.,  October  S,  1878. 
Benjamin  Spooner,  Esq^: 

Dear  Sir: — Your  veiy  kind  invitation  to  meet  my  old  comrades  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  participate  in  the  "annual  reunion,"  has  been 
received. 

Nothing  could  afford  me  so  much  pleasure  as  to  be  present  on  that  occasion, 
to  mingle  once  again  with  old  friends — tried  and  true — to  recall  to  each  other's 
minds,  scenes  and  pleasures  that  otherwise  would  soon  be  forgotten. 

M3'  residence  is  so  remote  from  the  loyal  section  which  furnished  most  of 
the  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  that  it  is  seldom  that  I  can  hope  to 
meet  with  its  members  at  these  annual  reunions,  but  I  assure  you  that  I  am 
always  with  the  noble  ones  who  there  assemble,  in  the  spirit  though  absent  in 
the  flesh. 

I  especially  regret  my  inability  to  be  with  you  on  the  30th  and  31st  instants. 

Very  truly, 

Edgar  T.  Miller, 
Late  Captain  15th  Io7va  Infiy.,  11  th  A.  C. 


New  Orleans,  October  21,  1878. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General: — I  am  just  convalescent  from  an  attack  of  Yellow  Fever,  and  in 
consequence  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  annual  reunion  on  the  30th.  Please 
extend  my  congratulations  to  all  old  comrades  fortunate  enough  to  be  in 
attendance.  I  do  not  think  another  year  will  find  me  absent,  certainly  the 
same  cause  will  not  detain  me. 

North  and  .South  are  all  one  now.  I  do  not  think  the  Soutlicrn  people  will 
ever  forget  the  generosity  they  have  experienced  in  all  the  troubles  and  miseries 
they  have  lately  undergone,  and  all  has  been  the  free-will  offering  of  the  North 
and  West.  Distress  has  re-united  the  sections  more  firmly  than  laws  or  legis- 
lation could  possibly  have  done,  and  all  hearts  here  are  full  of  love  and  gratitude 
toward  those  who  have  shown  such  noble  evidence  of  their  sympathy. 

Please  ascertain  my  dues,  (I  must  owe  something,)  let  me  know,  and  I  will 
remit  at  once. 

E.  Jonas, 
16th  Corps. 


Peki.m,  III.,  October  29,  1878. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper: 

My  Dear  Sir: — I  find  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  with  you  and 
our  comrades  tomorrow.  Yet  while  I  shall  be  absent  in  the  body,  I  shall  be 
with  you  in  the  spirit.  I  know  that  you  will  all  have  a  good  time.  As  the 
years  go  bv,  these  annual  meetings  will  be  fraught  with  greater  interest  to  those 
who  attend.  Many  will  be  absent,  but  none  will  be  forgotten.  And  ^vhile  we 
remember  the  past  and  cherish  the  memory  of  our  fallen  comrades,  and  drop 
the  tear  of  sympathy  with  the  bereaved,  let  us  not  forget  the  present,  but  so 
order    our    lives    that    as    good    citizens     we    shall    aid    in    perpetuating    the 
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harmony  of  our  whole  country,  and  cultivate  a  tViendly  feeling  between  North 
and  South,  East  and  West,  and  at  the  same  time  sacrifice  no  principle  of 
honor,  nor  permit  the  great  sacrifice  of  blood  and  treasure  to  have  been  made 
in  vain. 

Let  us  ever  feel  proud  of  the  part  we  took  and   acted    in  great    war   for  the 
protection  of  our  nation — our  common  country. 

Please  communicate  to  mv  comrades  my  regrets  that   tny    business  will    not 
permit  mv  meeting  them  in  their  annual  reunion. 

Very  truly  and  fraternally, 

W.  F.  He.nky. 
Late  Cap/ a  in  Co.  B.,  lOSili  lilt.  Inf. 


Fort  Sill,  1.  T.,  October  .U,  1S7S. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman,  etc.,  Indianapolis . 
General: — Your  very  kind  invitation  to  the  twelftli  annual  reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  Indianapolis,  on    the    30th   and    31st 
instant,  is  before  me,  and  I  regret  I  can  not  be  present. 

Please  accept  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  attention,  and   my    sincerest    wishes 
for  the  success  of  the  meeting. 

Very  truly  yours, 

P.  Burgess  Hunt. 


Mallon,  Iowa,    October  28,  1S78. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary,  etc.  : 
Dear  Sir: — I  am  so  sorry  that  circumstances  have  just  arisen  that  will 
preclude  the  possibillity  of  my  being  present  at  the  reunion  of  the  Society  this 
year  at  Indianapolis.  I  would  give  a  birthright  (if  I  had  one  to  give)  and 
throw  the  pottage  in  for  the  privilege  of  looking  all  of  you  in  the  faces  again, 
but  I  can't,  and  I'm  sorry  and  I  would  qualify  that  word  sorry  with  the  ad- 
jective "damned" — if  I  don't. 

A.  C.  Blizzard, 
Lieutenant  17tk  Army  Corps. 


Ionia,  Mich.,  October  22,  1S7S. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
General: — Your  invitation  to  attend  our  twelfth  annual  reunion  received. 
I  regret  to  say  that  my  business  engagements  are  such  as  to  prevent  me  from 
accepting. 

Very   respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  Hutchinson. 


Omaha,  Neb.,  October  J4,  1878. 
Messrs.  Ben.  Spooner,  R.  Williams  and  others, 

Gents: — Your  invitation  to  attend  the  reunion  of  the  "Society  of  the  Army 
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of  the  Tennessee,"  at  Indianapolis  the  3Cth    inst,  has   been    received,    and  in 
reply  I  am  sorry  to  sav  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  present. 

Triil\   ^•ours, 

J.  C.  Dexise. 


Nius/iz'ille.  III..  October  29,  1S78. 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Secretary  S.  A.  7\,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Dear  Colonel: — Up  to  the  present  time  I  have  hoped  to  be  able  to  meet 
my  comrades  of  tiie  Society  of  the  Arm_>'  of  the  Tennessee,  at  their  twelfth 
annual  reunion,  at  the  city  of  Indianapolis  on  the  30th  and  31st  next,  but  at 
this  last  moment,  I  find  it  impossible  to  leave  my  business  even  for  a  day  or 
two. 

Believe  me,  however,  that  as  you  recount  the  battles,  the  danger,  the  priva- 
tions and  the  deeds  of  daring  ot  the  historic  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  I  shall  be 
with  you  in  spirit.      Hoping  that  \'ou  will  have  a  pleasant  reunion, 
I  am,  respectfully'  yours, 

L.  Krughoff. 


PiiiLADKLi'HiA,  Penn.,  Octobcr  22,  1S7S. 
To  General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Cliairman  Committee  on  Invitation,  Indianapolis,  hid.: 
Dear  Sir: — I  regret  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  attend  the  reimion  of  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Army  of  the   Tennessee,  in   response   to   your   kind    invitation  of 
the  30th  ult. 

Very  respectfully  yoiu-  obedient  servant, 

Geo  E.  Ford, 
Caftaiti  Srd  Cavalry,    U.  S.  A. 


Baraboo  Station,  Wis.,  October  7,  ISIH. 
Generals  Spooner,  Slack  and  others. 

Committee  on  Invitations,  Society  Army  of  t/ir  Tennessee,  hidianapolis : 
Gentlemen: — I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  invitation  to  attend  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Society  at  Indianapolis,  and  very  much  regret  mv  inabilitv  to 
be  present  on  the  occasion,  but  ofiicial  duties  will  not  permit;  thanking  j-ou 
kindly  for  the  invitation,  and  hoping  and  trusting  the  Society  may  have  a 
pleasant  reunion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  yours, 

H.  L.  Gr.\y 


Post  Office,  ) 

Virginia  Cnv,  Montana,   Ocbober  4.,  1S7S.\ 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Socieiy  Army  Tennessee,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.: 
Dear  General: — Your  notice  announcing  the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the 
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Society,  on  the  30th  and  31st  inst.  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  reached  me  in  due 
season.  I  have  delayed  answering  it,  thinking  I  might  be  permitted  the  pleas- 
ure of  reporting  in  person,  but  now  I  regret  to  say  that  such  a  pleasure  is  de- 
nied me  by  circumstances  over  which  I  have  no  control. 

The  good  old  city  of  Indianapolis,  the  Capital  of  the  State  which  furnished 
so  many  gallant  regiments  and  distinguished  officers  to  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, will  no  doubt  shower  on  our  Society  her  choicest  favors  and  welcome. 
General,  drink  to  the  "Can't  get  away's"  who  will  be  with  you  all  in  spirit 
though  not  in  person. 

My  kindest  regards  to  General  Sherman  and  all  others  comrades  present, 
and  believe  me,  General, 

Very  truly  yours, 

F.  C.  Deimling. 
Late  Colo7iel  10th  Regime^it  Missouri  J^ol.   Infantry . 


Adams,  Decatur  Co.,  Ind.,  October  29,  1878. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
My  Dear  General: — I  much  regret  that  pi-ofessional,  and  other  business 
precludes  the  possibility  of  my  attendance  at  the  ensuing  reunion  at  In- 
dianapolis. I  remain  well,  and  hope  that  you  will  all  enjoy  yourselves. 
Especial  regards  to  all  those  who  followed  the  arroiv  in  its  flight  upward  and 
onward. 

Yours  truly, 

J.    M.   COOKK, 

Late  Surgeon,  1st  Div.,  11  th  A.  C. 


Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  October  S4,  1878. 
General  Benj.  Spooner, 

Chairman  Comtnittee  of  Invitation,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
Dear  Sir: — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  invitation  of  your  committee  to  be  pre- 
sent and  participate  with  you  in  the  pleasures  of  the  twelfth  annual  reunion 
of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  the  30th  and  31st  days  of 
the  current  month.  Thanking  you  for  the  invitation,  I  regret  to  say  that  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  be  with  you  on  that  occasion.  I  shall  be  with  you,  how- 
ever, in  heart  and  sympathy,  and  wish  each  member  a  "good  time,"  Avith  the 
hope  that  they  may  enjoy  many  future  reunions  with  health  unimpaired  and 
prospects  undimmed. 

Yours  sincerely, 

C.  C.  Carpenter. 


Delaware,  O.,  October  21,  1878. 
Messrs.  Spooner,  Williams,  Holstein  et  al.. 

Gentlemen,  Cotntnittee  on  Invitation  to  tivelfth  annual  meeting  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
This  is  to  say  I  can  not  be  present  to  participate  with  you   at    Indianapolis. 
Thanking  you  for  the  warm  invitation  extended   in  your  card,  I   sincerely 
regret  mj-  inability  to  attend,  and  wish  you  a  most  delightful  occasion. 

Very  truly, 

J.  T.  Warren. 
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Sioux  City,  Iowa,  October  12,  1878. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations: 
Dear  Sir: — Your  circular  invitation  to  be  present    October  30th  and  31st, 
at  tlie  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army   of  the  Tennessee, 
is  received. 

I  have  been  prevented  for  several  years  froin  attending  the  ''reunions,"  by 
circumstances  occurring  near  the  appointed  time.  Last  year  I  determined 
that  thereafter  nothing  should  prevent  my  attendance,  but  I  am  again  the 
victim  of  events  and  can  not  come.  I  trust  you  may  have  your  usual  glori- 
ous time. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  J.  Chase, 
Late  Captain  Vols. 


Edwardsville,  III.,  October  IS,  1878. 

Dear  General: — Owing  to  disability  contracted  in  the  siege  of  Donald- 
son, and  the  campaign  of  Shiloh,  I  am  so  reduced  in  health  and  strength  as  to 
be  unable  to  attend  our  ever  glorious  reunions. 

Give[my  kindest  regards  to  all  comrades,  and  from  my  heart  I  wish  you  all 
a  happy  and  grand  old  time  at  the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  our  Society. 

By  the  way,  tell  friend  Dayton  to  let  me  know  what  my   dues  are  and   his 
address,  and  I  will  forward  the  amount  to  him,  for  as  long  as   life   lasts   I    will 
try  and  retain  my  membership.     Sorry  that  I  can't  be  with  you. 
I  am,  dear  General,  yours  fraternally, 

Thos.  J.  Newsham, 
Late  Asst.  Adjutant- General,  Staff' of  General  C.  F.  Smith. 


Chicago,  October  25,  1878. 
Committee  on  Invitations,  Twelfth  Annual  Reunion  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
Dear  Sirs: — I  regret  that  professional  engagements  here,  over  which  I  have 
no  control,  will  prevent  my  absence  from  Chicago  at  the  date  of  the   reunion. 
I  can  therefore  only  send  my  most  fervent  wishes    for   the   success  of  the 
reunion,  and  the  enjoyment  of  those  more   fortunate  than    myself,    who   may 
be  able  to  attend  and  take  part. 

Very  sincerely  and  respectfully  yours, 

Geo.  L.  Paddock. 


Hastings,  Minn.,  October 24,  1878. 
General  Benj.  Spooner, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitation.  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
Your  kind  invitation  to  attend  our  twelfth  annual   reunion   of  the   Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  is  received.     I  regret  very  much  that  business 
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engagements  are  of  such  a  nature  that  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  me  to 
attend.  Hoping  you  will  have  the  usual  good  time,  and  my  kindest  regards  to 
all  old  comrades, 

I  remain,  yours  truly, 

T.  S.  Pennington, 
Late  Captia?t  Co.  K.,  95ih.  Ohio  Vols. 
Enclosed  find  $i  fees  for  year  1S7S. 


Carbondale,  Ills.,  October  22,  1878. 
General  B.  Spooner  and  others, 

Coinmittee  07i  Invitations : 
Gentlemen: — I  deeply  regret  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  the   reunion   at 
Indianapolis,     Thanking  you  for  your  kind  invitation, 
I  remain,  yours  respectfully. 


Isaac  Rapp. 


P.  S. — Enclosed  please  find  annual  dues. 


Grinnell,  Iowa,  October  38,  1878. 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Secretary  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Dear  Sir: — When  I  received  notice  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the   Society, 
I  determined  to   be    present,  health  permitting,  no  matter  what  interest  seemed 
to  prevent,  but  now,  when  it  is  time  to  start,  I  find  both  my  interests,  and  those 
of  others,  such  as  to  prevent  my  attendance. 

As  I  read  the  report  of  your  meeting,  the  regret  at  my  absence  will  be  even 
keener  than  it  is  now. 

May  the  present  be  the  best  meeting  ever  held  by  the  Society,  and  may  all 
live  to  participate  in  many  more,  is  the  heartfelt  wish  of 

Yours  very   truly, 

H.  H.RooD, 
Late  Adjutant,  loth  lozua  Infantry. 
Within  find  my  dues  to  date.     Receipt  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa. 


Helena,  Montana,  October  3,  1878. 
General  A.  Hickexlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Army  of  the  Tentiessee,  Cincinnati,  O.: 
Dear  General: — I  have  the    honor  to    acknowledge    the    receipt  of  your 
circular,  dated  Washington,  August  ist,  notifying  me  of  the  time  and  place  of 
the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Nothing  could  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  be  present  with  my  old  com- 
rades-in-arms, but  the  great  distance  and  want  of  time    will    prevent.     I  wish 
you  all  a  happy  meeting,  and  hope  to  be  present  at  some  future  reunion. 
Very  truly,  your  comrade, 

William  F.  Wheeler, 
Late  Captain  Ifth  Minn.   Vol.  Infty, 
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Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  October  U,  1878. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  '■'Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee:^'' 
My  Dear  General: — For  several  years  I  have  been  trying  to  arrange 
my  business  affairs  so  as  to  be  present  at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  glorious 
old  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  this  year  I  have  more  than  once  congratu- 
lated myself,  in  anticipation  of  the  pleasure  promised,  that  I  should  meet  with 
my  old  comrades  of  that  army  this  fall.  But  I  find,  now  that  the  time  of 
meeting  is  at  hand,  that  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  in  New  Mexico  will  not 
permit  of  my  presence,  much  as  I  would  like  to  be  with  you,  and  I  must  fore- 
go that  pleasure  this  year. 

Please  present  my  name  for  enrollment  in  the  list  of  members  of  your  Soci- 
etv,  also  for  certificate  of  membership,  and  be  assured  that,  though  absent  from 
you  in  person,  my  heart  and  good  wishes  are,  and  ever  will  be,  with  you 
and  all  who  are  honored  with  the  proud  title  of  "soldier  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee." 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

Fred.  F.  Whitehead, 
Captain  U.  S.  Army, 
Late  Assi.  Ad jt. -General,  Headquarters  15th  A.  C,  Army  of  Tennessee. 


St.  Paul,  Minn.,  October  27,  1S78. 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Secretary  Society  of  the  Arnry  of  Tennessee: 

Dear  Colonel: — I  have,  up  to  a  few  days  ago.  hoped  to  be  with  you  at 
the  reunion  in  Indianapolis.  Greatly  to  my  disappointment,  I  now  find  I  can 
not.  (The  State  Republican  Committee  have  made  appointments  for  me  in 
the  political  canvass  for  the  coming  week,  and  will  not  let  me  off.) 

I  know  that  at  Indianapolis,  the  capital  of  the  great  state  presided  over 
during  the  war  by  the  great  War  Governor,  Morton,  and  which  furnished  so 
large  a  quota  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  j'ou  will  have  one  of  the  grandest, 
best  reunions  in  the  history  of  the  Society.  I  wanted  to  be  there  to  enjoy  the 
outpouring  of  the  patriotic  spirit  that  so  ennobled  and  elevated  the  nation  in 
the  hour  of  its  peril.  I  wanted  to  be  there  to  testify  my  reverence  for  the 
illustrious,  the  immortal  Morton.  Of  all  the  great  and  noble  men,  who  as 
governors  of  the  loyal  states  upheld  the  hands  of  Lincoln,  none  stands  higher 
than  that  of  Indiana's  Governor,  Oliver  P.  Morton. 

I  am  sadly  disappointed  that  I  can  not  join  you  at  the  scene  of  his  great 
work,  and  to  catch  a  new  inspiration  of  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  human  rights  and  national  unity  and  regeneration,  from  a  visit,  under  such 
circumstances  as  a  reunion  of  the  survivors  of  the  great  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see, to  his  grave.     A  warm  greeting  to  all  our  comrades. 

Very  trulj', 

Wm.  R.  Marshall. 
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Executive  Mansion,  \ 

Washington,  September  26,  1S78.   ) 
My  Dear  General: — Accept  mv  thanks  for  jour  kind  invitation  to  attend 
the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.     My    engagements 
prevent  my  acceptance.     I  wish  you  a  successful  and  happy  meeting. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 
General  Ben.  Spooner  and  others. 


Department  of  the  Interior,     ) 
Washington,  September  24,  1878.   \ 

Gentlemen: — I  have  received  vour  verv  kind  invitation  to  attend  tiie 
twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  regret  to  say  in 
reply  that  official  duties  will  not  allow  me  to  be  present. 

Truly  yours, 

C.    SCHURZ. 

Hon.  Ben.  Spooner,  Chas.  Cruft  and  others, 

Indianapolis,  Tnd. 


Treasury  Department,         \_ 
Washington,  September  21,  1878.   \ 

Dear  Sir: — The  invitation  of  3'our  committee  to  attend  the  annual  reimion 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  Indianapolis,  on  the  30th  and  31st  of  October, 
is  received. 

I  regret  to  say  that  my  official  engagements  will  not  allow  me  to  be  present 
on  that  occasion,  or  I  would  do  so  with  pleasure. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  Sherman. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 


Department  of  State,         ) 

Washington,  September  21,  1878.   \ 

My  Dear  Sir: — I  am  in  receipt  of  3'our  polite  invitation  to  be  present  at 
the  twelfth  annual  reunion  <jf  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be 
held  at  Indianapolis,  on  the  30th  and  31st  of  October. 

It  would  certainly  give  ine  great  pleasure  to  join  with  the  members  of  the 
Society  in  their  reunion,  but  I  regret  that  I  can  not  at  present  foresee  that  it 
will  be  in  my  power  to  do  so. 

I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

Wm.  M.  Evarts. 
Hon.  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman  Committee  on   Iftvitation. 


Department  of  Justice,         ) 

Washington,  September  21,  1878.   \ 

My  Dear  Comrade: — I  am  much  obliged  for  the  invitation   on   behalf  of 
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the  A.rmy  of  the  Tennessee,  to  attend  their    annual    reunion    at    Indianapolis 
on  October  30th  and  31st  next. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  my  official  engagements  absolutely  compel  me  to 
decline,  but  wish  you  most  cordially,  health  and  happiness  to  all  my  old  com- 
rades of  the  Federal  Army. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Devens. 
To  General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman,  etc.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


Post  Office  Department,  \ 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  12,  187S.   S 

My  Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  under  date 
of  September  26th  ultimo,  of  your  very  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the 
annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis, 
October  30th  and  31st. 

I  would  be  very  glad  to  accept  your  invitation,  and  to  thus  meet  a  number 
of  my  old  acquaintances  on  that  occasion,  if  it  were  possible  to  do  so.  My  late 
absence  often  da^'s,  to  attend  the  elections  in  Indiana,  has  thrown  me  so  much 
behind  in  my  official  duties  as  to  make  it  necessary  that  I  should  remain  here 
without  intermission. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Jas.  N.  Tyner. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman,  etc.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


Office  of  the  Admiral,  \ 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  23,  1S78.   S 

Sir: — Having  been  called  upon  to  respond  to  the  toast  "The  Navy,"  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  the  30th  instant,  as  I  am  unable  to 
be  present,  I  beg  leave  to  send  my  greetings  and  to  wish  the  members  of  that 
gallant  army  all  health  and  happiness. 

Long  may  they  continue  to  hold  their  reunions  as  a  reminder  to  our  peo- 
ple of  the  exertions  of  their  soldiers  and  sailors  to  maintain  the  union  of  the 
States  and  our  republican  government,  which  has  conferred  so  many  blessings 
on  the  citizens  of  this  countrj'. 

Although  many  people  seem  to  have  forgotten  the  events  which  occurred  be- 
tween the  years  1S61  and  1S65,  it  is  pleasant  to  see  that  the  same  spirit  which 
animated  our  soldiers  in  those  days  still  exists,  and  that  they  are  ready  at  their 
country's  call  again  to  fly  to  arms  to  uphold  that  for  which  they  fought  during 
four  years  of  frightful  carnage. 

History  furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  spectacle  presented  at  the  close  of  our 
civil  war,  when,  after  one  of  the  bloodiest  strifes  the  world  ever  witnessed, 
over  a  million  of  soldiers  and  sixty  thousand  sailors  laid  aside  their  arms  and 
quietly  resumed  the  industries  which  they  had  left  to  save  the  best  government 
on  earth. 

The  swords  have  been  converted  into  ploughshares  to  turn  over  the  sod  wet 
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with  the  blood  of  contending  armies,  and  peace  reigns  over  scenes  lately  made 
hideous  by  the  havoc  of  war.  Bitter  passions  are  giving  way  to  the  noble  gen- 
erosity which  has  animated  the  hearts  of  those  who,  at  the  first  sign  of  distress 
♦"rom  the  South,  hasten  to  succor  the  people  whom  they  love  as  brethern,  not- 
withstanding the  strife  which  so  long  divided  us. 

While  so  generous  to  those  with  whom  we  so  fiercely  contended,  the  people 
should  not  forget  the  exertions  and  sacrifices  made  iby  their  defenders.  Mil- 
lions yet  unborn  will,  in  the  ages  to  come,  read  the  history  of  their  civil  war 
with  grateful  hearts  when  they  realize  how  much  they  owe  to  our  citizen  sol- 
diers, whose  names  and  deeds  will  be  emblazoned  in  enduring  monuments  in 
even  the  remotest  corners  of  the  Union. 

Our  present  army  and  navy  are  insignificant  in  point  of  numbers,  but  the 
united  service  will  in  the  future,  as  heretofore,  constitute  a  nucleus  around 
which  the  citizen  soldiers  and  sailors  will  fearlessly  assemble. 

Our  motto  is,  '■'Pro  f atria, fro  lege"  and  both  branches  will  always  be 
found  on  the  side  of  the  law  and  in  support  of  the  Constitution.  Armies  in 
despotic  countries  may  well  be  feared  by  the  inhabitants,  but  in  our  land, 
where  the  army  is  formed  from  an  enlightened  people,  it  will  always  be  cher- 
ished by  those  who  have  the  love  of  country  in  their  hearts  and  only  feared 
and  hated  by  disorganizers  and  traitors. 

Very  respectfullv,  and  truly  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Admiral. 
Henry  C.  Adams, 

'  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Toniessee,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Adjutant  General's  Office,  \ 
Wahhisctos,  October  7, 1S7S.     \ 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman  on  Itiviiation,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
With  many  thanks  for  the  invitation,  General  Townsend  regrets  that  it  will 
not  be  in  his  power  to  attend  the   twelfth   annual  reunion  of  the   Society   of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

E.  D.  Townsend, 
Adjutant  General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Philadelphia,  October  26,  1S7S. 
Messrs.  Ben.  Spooner,  Lew.  Wallace  and  others, 

Committee  on  Invitation,  Indianapolis,  Itidiatia: 

Gentlemen: —  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind  invitation  to 
attend  the  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  Indianapolis,  on  the  30th 
instant. 

Nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  be  able  to  accept  this  invita- 
tion, but  my  engagements  here  are  of  such  a  nature  that  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  leave. 

I  need  not  say  how  pleasantly  and   warmly   I   recall  the  army   associations 
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connected  with  my  service  in  the  War  Department,  and  I  trust  that  your 
meeting  may  be,  as  I  am  sure  it  will,  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  all  who 
are  able  to  be  there.  With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes, 

I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

Thomas  A.  Scott. 


HEADqiTARTERS      DEPARTMENT     OF     TeXAS,    \ 

San  Antonia,  Texas,  October  14,  1S7S.       \ 

The  Clniirman  on  Invitation,  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Indian- 
apolis, Indiana: 
Dear  Sir: — I  have  had   the  honor  of  receiving  an  invitation  from  your 
Committee,  to  the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the    Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  much  regret  that  it  will  not  be  practicable  for  me   to  be  pres- 
ent.    I  have  many  pleasant  recollections  of  the  reunions    at  Des  Moines  and 
Washington.     I,  therefore,  can  assure  the  Society,  that  I  will  recall   the  past, 
in  connection  with  the  coming  pleasures  on  the  30th  and  31st  instant. 
Very  sincerely  j'Ours, 

Thomas  M.  Vincent, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  and  Brigadier-General  by  brevet,  U.  S.  A. 


Dayton,  Ohio,  September  27,  1S78. 

Generals  Ben.  Spooner,  Lew.  Wallace,  Charles  Cruft  and  others, 
Co7nmittee  on  Invitations: 

Comrades: — Your  note,  informing  me  that  the  twelfth  annual  reunion 
of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  will  be  held  in  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  October  30th  and  31st  proximo,  is  received. 

For  this  fraternal  invitation  of  the  Society  to  be  present  and  participate  in 
the  pleasures  of  that  occasion,  please  accept  my  hearty  thanks. 

At  this  distance  of  time  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  my  engagements  will 
be  at  that  date,  but  be  assured,  if  they  can  possibly  be  made  to  accord  with  my 
constant  desires  to  attend  the  approaching  reunion,   I  will   surely   answer  to 

roll-call. 

Your  comrade, 

T.J.   Wood, 


Governor's  Island,  ) 

New  York  Harbor,  October  I4,  1S7S.  ) 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
26th  of  September,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  at  Indianapolis,  on  the  30th  and  31st  instant. 

It  would  be  a  very  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  present  on  that  occasion,  I  as- 
sure you,  but  other  engagements  already  made,  which  cannot  be  deferred,  and 
my  official  duties  here,  will  prevent  my  leaving  my  headquarters  at  the  time 
of  the  meeting. 
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Thanking  you  most  sincerely  for  your  very  courteous  invitation,  and  re- 
questing vou  to  present  my  thanks  and  good  wishes  to  the  Society  when  as- 
sembled for  their  reunion, 

I  am,  most  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

VViNFiELD  S.  Hancock;, 

Major- General  U.  S.  Army. 
To  General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Cliairinan  of  Committee  on  Invitation,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 


Headquarters  Departmknt  OF  West  Point,   ) 

United  States  Military  Academy,         [- 

West  Point,  N.  Y.,  October  5,  1878.      ) 

Messrs.  Ben.  Spooner,  Lew.  Wallace,  Rueben  Williams  and  others. 
Committee  of  Invitations,  Society  Army  Tennessee,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  invitation  to  be  pre- 
sent and  participate  in  the  pleasures  of  the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the 
Society,  on  the  30th  and  31st  instant,  and  regret  that  my  official  duties  will 
prevent  mv  joining  my  old  comrades  on  the  occasioii. 

I  beg  you  will  convey  to  them  my  kind  wishes,  and  regret  that  circum- 
stances preclude  my  being  present  to  extend  them  in  person. 

Am  also  in  receipt  of  a  request  to  respond  to  the  Toast  "The  Army  of  the 
Ohio,"  which  being  without  signature  I  am  unable  to  reply  to.  May  I  ask 
you  to  notify  the  proper  committee  of  mv  inability  to  attend. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.    M.    SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  October  21,  1878. 
Bex.  Spooner,  Esq^, 

Chairman  Committee: 

Dea.r  Sir: — I  have  receivedyour  kind  invitation  to  the  reunion  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  and  regret  that  I  shall.be    prevented    by    business    engage- 
ments from  being  present.      With  kind  regards  to  mv  old  comrades, 
I  remain,  very  truly, 

H.  W.  Slocum. 


Marietta,  O.,  October  20,  1878. 
General  Ben.  SpofjNEK, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Invitation,  Society  of  the  Armv  of  Tennessee: 
Dear  Sir: — I  regret  very  much   that  my    prolonged    absence    from    home 
must  disappoint  my  desire  and  expectation  to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  your 
Society  tomorrow  and  next  day. 

With  my  best  wishes  that  your  meeting  may  be  favored  with  a  propitious 
season,  and  realize  to  its  participants  the  pleasure  of  which  the  circumstances 
give  a  reasonable  assurance,  I  beg  you  to  believe  me. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D    C.  Buell. 
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303  Broadway,  N.  Y.,  October  7,  187S. 
Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  invitation 
for  the  30th  and  31st  October,  and  thank  you  for  it. 

Nothing  would  afford  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  be  with  you  at  the  time 
mentioned,  but  owing  to  many  causes,  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  so. 
It  was  not  my  fortune  to  serve  with  or  rather  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
but  I  have  yet  to  see  a  member  of  the  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland  who  does 
not  take  pride  in  your  glorious  record.  At  all  events  I  do,  and  you  have 
my  very  best  wishes  for  a  successful  reunion. 

Yours  truly, 

Anson  G.  McCook. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman,  etc. 


Washington,  D.  C,  October  ^4,  1S7S. 
To  the  Comjiiittee  on  In-'itafions,  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Messrs: — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present 
at,  and  to  participate  in,  the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  on  the  30th  and  31st 
instant. 

As  it  is  always  pleasant  to  renew  associations  formed  during  the  war,  and 
to  make  new  acquaintances  amongst  those  who  participated  in  that  struggle, 
I  should  gladly  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  for  doing  this,  which  your  in- 
vitation affords,  if  my  duties  would  permit,  but  unfortunately  they  forbid  my 
absence  from  here  at  the  time  of  your  reunion. 

Assuring  you  of  my  best  wishes  for  a  pleasant  meeting  of  the  old  comrades 
of  the  Society,  and  my  regrets  that  I  can  not  participate  therein,  I  am, 
Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Brevet  Major- Getteral,  U.  S.  A. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  October  1,  1878. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations,  Reunion  Society  Army  Tennessee: 
Mv  Dear  General: — I  have  received  your  very  kind   invitation  to  attend 
the  reunion  of  your  Society  on  the  30th  and  31st  instant. 

I  am  sincerely  grateful  and  I  regret  deeply  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  accept  it. 
I  have  been  absent  nearly  the  entire  year,  on  duty  and  on  leave,    and  I  can 
not  now  leave  my  station  except  on  duty. 

I  wish  you  all  the  pleasure  you   all  anticipate.     I  am    sure   you    will    have 
plenty  of  it. 

Very  truly  yours,  etc., 

G.    WiETZEL, 

Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A, 
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Mount  Vernon,  Ind.,  September  I4,  1878. 
Gentlemen: — I  have  vours  of  the  6th  instant,  and  would  most  gladly  join 
vour  reunion,  but  our  court  here  will  be  session,  and    I    have   important  busi- 
ness to  attend  to  that  will  not  admit  of  my  absence. 

But  few  soldiers  reside  in  this  county  who  were  with  me  in  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  swell  your  members,  and  deeply  re- 
gret my  inability  to  attend. 

Yours  truly, 

Alvin  p.  Hovey. 

General  Ben.  Spooner,  Hon.  W.  Q^Gresham,  Gen.  Geo.  F.   McGinnis. 


New  York,  October  25,  1878. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

CJiairfiian,  etc.,  etc.: 
My  Dear  Sir: — It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  accept  yonr  kind    invi- 
tation to  be  present  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  but 
my  duties  here  will  in  all  probability  forbid  my  doing  so.      Hoping    that   your 
reunion  will  prove  to  be  as  highly  enjoyable  as  all  those  which  have   preceded 

it,  I  am, 

Verv    sincerly  yours, 

Alfred  H.  Terry. 


LaFayette,  Ind.,  October  29,  1878. 

Gentlemen: — But  for  pressing  engagements  at  home,  I  should  certainly 
accept  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  and  participate  in  the  pleasures  of  the 
approaching  reunion  of  the  "Army  of  the  Tennessee." 

All  hail  to  that  noble  army  of  patriots!  May  their  valiant  deeds  always  be 

properh'  appreciated  by  their  countrymen!    With  best  wishes, 

Yours  truly, 

Godlove  S.  Orth. 

Messrs.  Spooner,  Williams  and  others. 


Binghampton,  N.  Y.,  October  25, 1878. 
My  Dear  General: — I  received  several  days  ago  the  invitation  to  attend 
the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be 
held  at  Indianapolis  the  last  of  this  month.  Having  heard  much  of  the  more 
than  usual  social  and  pleasant  character  of  your  meetings,  I  hoped  to  be  present 
and  participate  in  the  pleasures  of  the  occasion.  I  find,  however,  that  an  en- 
gagement here  for  the  30th  will  prevent  my  doing  so.  With  thanks  for  your 
courtesy, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Jno.  C.  Robinson, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  A. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Cliairmcin  Committee,  etc. 
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HEADqUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SoUTH,  [ 

Newport  Barracks,  Ky.,  October  17,  187S.        \ 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman  Committee  Society  Army  Tennessee : 
Dear  Sir: — I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to  accept  the  kind  invitation 
of  your  committee  to  attend  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Army   of  the  Tennes- 
see at  Indianapolis,  on  the  30th  inst.,  and  remain  with  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  Russell, 

U.  S.  A. 


Newport  Barracks,  Ky.,  October  15,  1S7S. 

A.    HiCKENLOOPER, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoiu-  invitation 
to  attend  the  twelfth  reunion  of  your  Society  and  to  thank  you  for  the  courtesy 
thus  extended.     I  regret  to  say  that  I  will  be  unable  to  accept  the  kind   invi- 
tation.    Believe  me,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Shaler, 
First  Lieutenant  Ordnance. 


Newport  Barracks,  Ky.,  October  15,  1S7S. 
To  Committee  on  Invitation,  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Sirs: — With  my  very  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation  to  me  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  reunion  of  your  Society,  to  be  held  at  Indianapolis  on  the  30th 
and  31st  inst.,  I  am  compelled,  very  reluctantly,  to  announce  my  inability  to 
accept  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Campbell, 
Surgeon,    U.  S.  A. 


Washington,  October  15,  1878. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitat ions : 
Dear  Sir: — I  very  much  regret  that  my  duties  here  will  prevent    me   from 
being  present  at  the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to 
which  your  Committee  have  so  kindly  invited  me. 
With  many  thanks,  yours, 

S.  C.  Sybord, 
Major  of  Ordnance. 
Chief  Ordnance  Officer  of  the  A.  of  T.  from  Coritith  to  Vicksburg. 


Bloomixgton,  III.,  September  30,  1878. 
Hon.  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman  Comtniitee  on  Invitations: 
My  Dear  Sir: — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  invitation  to  attend 
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the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the    Army  of  the  Tennessee,   at 
Indianapolis,  on  the  30th  and  31st  of  October. 

Be  pleased  to  present  to  the  Society  my  thanks  for   this    courtesy,    and  my 
regrets  that  my  engagements  will  prevent  the  acceptance  of  the  invitation. 
With  high  I'egard,  your  friend, 

David  Davis. 


South  Bend,  Ind.,  October  7,  1818. 
Hon.  Ben.  Spooner, 

ChairnnDi  Coininittee  on  Invitation,  Reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
My  Dear  Sir: — Home  from  Eastern  lecturing  to  speak  to  my  old  constitu- 
ents to-night  and  to  vote  to-morrow.      I  find  your   invitation   to   attend   your 
reunion,  but  regret  to  reply  that  my  lecture  engagements  will  prevent  me  from 
being  present. 

With  a  high  appreciation  of  the  honor  of  the  invitation, 
I  am,  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Schuyler  Colfax. 


Logan.sport,  Ind.,  October  7,  1878. 
General  Ben.  Spooner, 

Chairman,  etc.. 
Dear  Sir: — Much  to  my  regret,  I  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  reunion  of 
the  "Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  on  30th  and  31st  inst.,  because  of 
a  prearranged  absence  from  the  State  which  will  extend  beyond  that  period. 

Respectfully  yours, 

G.N.   Fitch. 


David's  Island,  N.  Y.  H.,  October  IS.  1878. 
Committee   of  Invitation,    Society   of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Indianap- 
olis.  Ind.: 
Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very 
kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the   twelfth  annual    reunion   of  the   Army    of 
the  Tennessee,  October  30th  and  31st,  1S7S. 

I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to  attend.  The  duties  to  which  I  have  re- 
cently been  assigned  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  be  absent  froin  inv  post 
at  the  time  specified. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred, 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  etc. 

T.  R.  Bliss, 
Major  25th  Infantry, 
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Jefferson,  Ind.,  September  30.  1878. 
Ben.  Spooner,  Esq^, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations,  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee.,  Tn- 

dia7iapolis,  Ind.: 

Dear  Sir: — I  regret  that  it  will  not  be  possible   for   me    to  attend    the    re- 
union of  jour  Society  on  the  30lh  and  31st  proximo. 

Thanking  jou  for  the  invitation  to  be  present  on  that  occasion. 
I  am,  very  respectfully  yours, 

Addison  Barrett, 
Capt.  and  M.  S.  A',  Quartermaster^ s  Department. 


Washington,  D.  C,  September  2^,  1878. 
General  Ben.  Spooner  and  others. 
Committee  on  Int'itatio7is,  etc.: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  iSth  inst. 
inviting  me  to  be  present  at  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  at  Indianapolis  on  the  30th  and  31st  proximo. 

It  would  give  me  great  preasure  to  be  present  on  that  most  interesting  occa- 
sion, but  I  fear,  from  present  indications,  that  my  official  duties  are  likely  to 
be  such  as  to  prevent  my  attendance. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  regards,  yours  truly, 

A.  G.  Porter. 


Marshaltown,  Iowa,  October  IS,  1878. 
Colonel  Ben.  Spooner, 

Iti  dia  n  apolis  : 
Dear  Sir: — I  have   the    honor  to  acknowledge   receipt   (through   General 
Belknap)  of  your  invitation  to  attend  the  "reunion,"  October  30,  at  Indianap- 
olis.    I  desire  very  much  to   be  there,  but  my    business   engagements   are    of 
a  character  to  prevent  my  positive  acceptance        I  will  be  there  if  I  can 

Yours,  very  truly, 

H.  S.  Morrill, 
Fir.st  lozva  Cavalry. 


Madison,  Ind.,  October  5,   1878. 
Gentlemen: — Your  circular  invitation  to  the  twelfth   meeting  of  reunion 
of  the  ''Society  of  Army  of  the  Tennessee"  is  received. 

It  would  aft'ord  me  great  pleasure  to  be  present  on  that  occasion.  I  am  at 
present  a  public  officer,  but  if  my  official  duties  do  not  prevent  I  shall  be 
present,  and  shall  be  glad  to  meet  a  goodly  number  of  my  old  comrades.  If 
it  be  not  in  my  power  to  meet  with  the  old  army,  my  prayers  will  ascend  to 
heaven  for  a  cordial  and  honest  greeting  to  all  the  old  boys,  and  may  they  en- 
joy the  privilege  of  many  such  reunions.  I  am,  gentlemen  of  the  committee. 
Sincerely  and  gratefully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Roberts, 
Late  Adjutaut  5th   Ind.  Cav. 
To  General  Spooner  and  others. 

Committee. 
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Department  of  the  Interior,  ) 
Washington,  October  15,  1878.     ) 
Hon.  Ben.  Spooner: 

Dear  Sir: — I  must  forego  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  the  twelfth 
annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  the  30th  and  31st  of  October. 
For  the  invitation,  please  accept  mj  thanks.  With  assurances  of  the  highest 
admiration  for  the  grand  organization  which  you  represent,  I  trust  your  re- 
union a  Indianapolis  may  reflect,  in  peace,  the  patriotism  which  in  war  made 
the  "Army  of  the  Tennessee"  one  of  the  leading  forces  in  the  work  of  national 
salvation. 

Very  truly, 

Alonzo  Bell. 


Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  25,  1878. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper  : 

Dear  Sir: — On  last  Saturday  evening,  on  my  way  home,  I  learned  that  in 
a  few  days  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
would  be  out.  Also,  that  Major  McGinniss  presented  to  the  Association  the 
deed  of  the  plot  of  ground  on  which  our  late  lamented  commander.  General 
McPherson's  Monument  stands,  and  as  I  was  somewhat  connected  with  series 
of  sketches  of  the  battles  around  Atlanta,  published  herein,  and  having  the  cut 
of  the  monument,  I  thought  probably  you  would  think  it  worth  a  place  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Society,  I  concluded  to  forward  it  to  you,  which  I  do  with 
this.  If  you  should  conclude  to  use  it,  you  can  have  an  electrotype  made  from 
it,  and  see  the  small  crack  will  be  stopped.  The  Franklin  Type  Foundry  will 
attend  to  it  properly. 

Now,  another  thing,  I  former!)'  was  a  member  of  the  Society,  and  froin  care- 
lessness let  my  dues  go  unpaid.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  have  my  ac- 
count made  out  and  forwarded  to  me,  when  I  will  remit,  as  I  wish  to  be  re- 
instated on  the  rolls  again.  Also,  I  wish  a  full  set,  or  as  much  thereof  as 
practical,  of  the  proceedings  forwarded  to  me.  I  have  a  large  part  of  them, 
but  my  books  are  in  Ohio.  My  former  address  was  Capt.  Hugh  Dunne,  7Sth 
O.  V.  V.  I.,  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

Hoping  you  will  take  the  will  for  the  deed.  If  you  don't  use  the  cut,  at  least 
it  won't  do  any  harm,  as  my  whole  object  is  to  honor  our  late  great  com- 
mander. General  McPherson.  I  often  make  a  pilgrimage  to  it,  and  every- 
thing about  it  appears  very  neai-ly  the  same  as  on  the  memorable,  and  to  us  a 
sad  day.     With  niy  kindest  regards, 

I  am,  yours  with  respect, 

Hugh  Dunne. 


Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  October  2S,  1878. 
Committee  of  Invitation  for  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Gentlemen: — Your  kind  invitation  received.  In  life  or  death  I  will  be 
with  you.  If  called  perchance  to  other  sphere,  my  spirit  true  will  hover 
near. 

In  the  "Indianapolis  Journal"  o( yesterday  I  noticed  a  very   pleasing  refer- 
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ence  to  my  sister  '■^Mrs.  Colonel  Carriiigton.''^  While  it  was  gratifying  to 
her  to  be  styled  the  heroine  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  I  deem  it  not  im- 
proper to  state  a  few  facts  concerning  myself.  Be  assured  that  what  I  shall 
pen  /.?  wo^ /br /z<i^//frt/?o«,  and  you  will  observe  the  reason  why.  It  is  only 
intended  as  a  little  piece  of  information  for  you  and  the  Society  bearing  the 
name  of  my  native  heith.  I  have  no  one  to  blow  for  me,  and  do  not  desire 
anyone.  Of  all  things  I  ^/e/g.^/ notoriety  for  having  don'e  my  duty.  I  claim 
to  h.a.YQ  ever  beett  a  patriot  soldier,  noilxmg  more.  In  spirit  I  followed  every 
battle  line,  also  cheering  my  comrades  on  the  march.  My  holiest  work  was 
in  caring  for  them  when  their  life  blood  flowed  by  the  missile  of  death,  or  in 
hospital  stricken  by  the  hand  of  disease. 

My  sister  acted  her  part  right  nobly,  after  taking  her  position  on  the  side  of 
the  Govern7iietit.  But  as  every  resident  of  Franklin,  and  I  might  add  Ten- 
nessee, ^«(>tt'.*  ;«v.ye// to  have  ever  been  styled  the  original  ^^  Union  Girl  of 
Tennessee,''^  who  was  driven  by  loved  ones  from  her  ozundear  home,  because  of 
her  adherence  to  principles  of  pure  patrotism,  that  universal  lihertv  pledged 
by  the  Starry  Banner  of  her  country. 

For  a  time  I  stood  alone  in  my  family.  Was  \\\e  first  girl  in  Tennessee  to 
welcome  \he  flag  borne  by  the  Federal  troops,  who,  keeping  step  to  the  echo 
of  truth,  marched  on  to  deter  the  hasty  step  oi  secession. 

I  was  arrested  and  tried  for  treason  by  court-martial  of  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy before  any  other  member  of  mv  /aw/7)' embraced  the  Utiion  cause. 
These  facts  are  remembered  by  any  former  rebel  notv  residing  in  Franklin, 
Tennessee. 

I  was  really  marched  at  the  foint  of  the  bayonet  from  my  home  through  the 
streets  of  Franklin  to  the  Court  House,  where  my  trial  was  prolonged  to 
weary  hours  amid  mocking  and  jeering;  only  escaped  a  loathsome  prison  cell 
in  the  remote  South,  by  making  my  way  into  the  Federal  lines  by  the  aid  of 
3.  faithjul  slave,  whom  I  will  ever  remember  with  the  deepest  gratitude. 

Endured  all  of  this  before  I  was  twenty  years  of  age.  In  my  care  for  the 
■wounded patriot  I  share  equal  honors  with  "Mrs.  Carrington." 

The  first  Federal  troops  that  ever  passed  through  Franklin,  Tennessee,  was 
on  the  i6th  of  March,  1862.  When  I  beheld  that  banner  "whcse  loveliness 
hallows  the  air,"  borne  aloft  by  a  patriot  host.  I  welcomed  it  joyously  by  ivave 
^^/Z/rtW/^e^c/z/e/",  when  the  gallant  Colonel,  John  11.  King,  U.  S.  Army,  wott' 
stationed  at  Omaha,  then  Major  of  the  15th  Infantry,  gave  me  the  first  warm 
grasp  of  hand,  and  a  thrill  and  shout  followed  along  the  entire  line. 

The  sight  of  that  banner  will  alwa3-s  awaken  the  warmest  enthusiasm,  fond 
regard  and  lasting  gratitude  to  the  revolutionary  fathers  and  their  honored 
sons,  who  in  a  critical  period  passed,  saved  our  fair  land  from  dividing  against 
itself.     The  above  facts  I  trust  may  not  be  regarded  as  egotism. 

Yours  truly, 

Mrs.  Ostie  Cochxower. 

On  motion  of  General  Strong: 

Resolved.  That  the  correspondence  read  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  be  spread  npon  the  records  of  the  Society. 
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The  committee  on  nomination  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
reported,  recommending  as  follows: 

President. 
General  \V.  T.  Sherman. 

Vice-Presidents, 
Brigadier-General  Green  B.  Raum, 
Colonel  Theodore  Jones, 
Major  J.  A.  Fitch, 
Colonel  F.  C.  UiemHng, 
Major  M.  C.  Mc Arthur, 
Colonel  W.  S.  Oliver, 
Colonel  J.  C.  Stone. 
Brigadier-General  F)\vight  Mav, 
Brigadier-General  E.  11.   Murray, 
Major  Edgar  T.  Miller, 
Colonel  W.  P.  Davis, 
Major  R.  M.  Thompson. 

Recording  Secretary, 
Colonel  L.  M.  Davton. 

Corresponding   Secretary, 
Brigadier-General  A.  Hickenlooper. 

Treasurer, 
Major-General  M.  F.  Force. 

Signed:  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Chairman. 

On  motion  of  General  Slack: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  nomination  of 
officers  be  accepted  and  their  recommendation  adopted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  select  the  place  and  time  for  hold- 
ing the  thirteenth  annual  meeting  reported  as  follows: 

Your  committee  on  time  and  place  of  next  meeting  recommend  Chicago  as 
the  place  and  tiie  Palmer  House  as  headquarters,  and  that  the  time  be  desig- 
nated by  the  President  of  this  Society. 

j.  G.  Everest, 
W.  L.  Barnum, 
E.  C.  Dawes, 
J.  B.  Bell, 
Israel  P.  Rumsey 
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Colonel  Barnum  desired  to  state  he  had  a  letter,  which  he  held, 
to  present  at  this  time,  if  leave  was  granted — he  did  so,  on  behalf 
of  the  committee,  reading  the  following: 

Palmer  House,  Chicago,  October  29,  1S78. 
To  the  President  or  Secretary  of  t/ie  Army  of  tlie  Tennessee: 

Dear  Sir — I  would  be  most  happy  to  entertain  the  members  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  during  their  next  annual  meeting,  if  held  in  this  city,  at  the 
following  rates,  (for  superior  accommodation):  To  officers  now  in  service, 
their  bills,  together  with  their  wives,  will  be  made  complimentary  during  the 
meeting,  or  for  three  or  four  days;  to  members  not  in  active  service,  $3.00  per 
day,  and  no  charge  for  their  wives.  Shall  use  my  best  endeavois  to  make 
their  stay  pleasant  and  agreeable,  if  they  should  conclude  to  honor  me  with   a 

visit. 

Yom-s  respectfully. 

Potter  Palmer. 

And  on  his  motion. 

Resolved^  That  the  letter  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  the 
Society.  He  also  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Society  would  elect 
to  hold  the  next  meeting  in  Chicago. 

On  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  committee  for  selecting  place  and 
time  of  holding  next  meeting  be  accepted,  spread  upon  the  re- 
cords of  the  Society,  and  their  recommendation  adopted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  select  an  orator  for  next  meeting 
reported  as  follows: 

To  General  Sherman, 

President,  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Your  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  duty  of  selecting  an  orator  for 

the  next  annual   reunion,    have   the    honor   to   report  that    they   have  selected 

General  Walter  Q^  Gresham,  of  Indiana. 

E.  W.  Rice, 
W.  II.  H.  Terrell. 
John  Tilson, 
C.  Cadle,  Jr., 
J.  M.  Loomis. 

On  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  be  received,  spread 
upon  the  records  of  the  Society,  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

The  President  stated  there  had  been  handed  him  a  paper  b}^ 
Major  Wilson  which  was  a  matter  of  business,  but  thought  it 
more  proper  for  him  to  present  the  case  himself  The  paper  is 
as  follows: 
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Indianapolis,    October  31,  ISIS. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

President  Armv  of  tJtc    Tennessee: 

Dear  General: — At  a  former  meeting  of  the  Society,  action  was  taken 
with  reference  to  members  wlio,  upon  faihire  to  pay  their  dues,  were  to  be 
dropped  from  the  roster  of  membership. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  join  the  Society  at  its  first  reunion  in  Cincinnati. 
This  honor  of  membership  I  enjoyed  until  I  fell  under  the  ban  of  the  abo\e 
mentioned  provision  of  the  Society  laws,  by  reason  of  a  difference  of  opinion 
and  upon  a  question  of  veracity  between  Colonel  Dayton  and  myself,  arising 
out  of  the  allegation  on  my  part  that  at  Chicago,  at  our  reunion,  I  then  and 
there  paid  all  dues  owing  at  that  time.  Upon  this  assertion  he  took  issue,  and 
not  disposed  to  repay  what  I  insist  I  once  paid,  the  lapse  of  time  in  which  no 
dues  have  been  paid  brouglit  me  witiiin  the  spirit  of  the  above  order. 

I  respectfully  request  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
to  whom  the  correspondence  that  has  already  passed  between  Colonel  Dayton 
and  mvself  shall  be  submitted,  together  Avith  such  other  evidence  as  may  seem 
proper  to  the  parties  concerned.     Said  committee  to  report  at  the  next  regular 

meeting. 

I  am.  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oliver  M.  Wilson, 

Major  54tJi  hid.   Vol. 

On  motion  of  Major  Wilson  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  he  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident to  take  the  matter  referred  to  in  his  communication  into 
consideration,  and  report.  President  named  Generals  Leggett, 
Maginnis  and  Major  Simpson. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Dayton: 

Resolved,  That  Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  United  States  Navy, 
in  consideration  of  his  distinguished  services  during  the  rebellion, 
is  hereby  elected  an  honorary  member  of  this  Societv. 

Surgeon  Plummer  otiered  a  resolution  to  elect  Captain  Selfridge, 
U.  S.  N.,  an  honorary  member  of  the  Society.  The  motion  elicited 
a  full  explanation  of  the  intention  of  the  article  in  the  original 
Constitution  providing  for  honorary  membership,  and 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Moulton,  the  resolution  offered  by  Sur- 
geon Plummer  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  stated  General  Strong  had  carefully  prepared  a 
paper  on  the  incidents  of  the  death  of  General  McPherson,  which 
would  be  interesting  to  the  meml^ers,  and  desired  General  Strong 
to  read  it. 

General  Strong  then  read  the  following': 
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THE  DEATH  OF 
MAJOR-GENERAL  JAMES  B.  McPHERSON. 


Two  army  commanders  only  were  killed  in  battle  during  the  late  war: 
General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  at  Shiloh,  April  6th,  1S62,  and  General 
James  B.  McPherson,  before  Atlanta,  July  22nd,  1S64. 

The  particulars  of  General  Johnston's  death  are  well  known.  He  fell  at  the 
head  of  the  Confederate  Army  early  in  the  engagement  and  died  surrounded 
by  his  personal  staff  and  friends. 

General  McPherson  fell  unattended  by  any  officer  of  his  staff,  and  breathed 
his  life  away  with  no  one  near  him  but  a  private  soldier. 

The  circumstances  are  not  generally  known.  The  opinion  prevails,  that 
he  threw  away  his  life,  that  he  was  far  in  advance  of  his  own  troops  and  ex- 
posed himself  rashly  and  unnecessarily.  In  other  words,  that  had  he  been 
doing  his  duty,  as  the  commander  of  a  great  army,  he  would  not  have  been 
killed. 

General  Sherman  and  the  officers  generallv  of  his  army  know  that  McPher- 
son fell  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  commander  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  General  Sherman,  in  his  official  announcement  of  his  death  to 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  reports:  that  McPherson  had  left  his 
headquarters  but  a  short  time  previou-;,  and  was  on  the  way  to  see,  in  person, 
to  the  execution  of  his  orders,  and  in  his  Memoirs  so  states  in  the  most  posi- 
tive language;  nevertheless,  I  meet  people  constantly  who  have  different  im- 
pressions of  McPherson's  death,  and  who  tell  me  that  he  was  killed  from 
ambuscade  far  in  advance  of  his  skirmishers  or  line  of  battle. 

As  a  member  of  General  McPherson's  military  family  during  almost  the 
entire  period  of  his  service  as  a  General  officer,  knowing  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  his  death,  and  believing  also  that  great  injustice  has  been  done 
in  this  regard,  to  one  of  the  ablest,  most  gallant,  and  best  loved  comrades,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  write  out  the  facts  while  they  are  still  fresh  in  \w\  memory. 

Numerous  accounts  have  been  published,  but  none  of  them  go  into  details, 
and  none,  that  I  have  seen,  are  entirely  correct. 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  20th,  [S64,  the  Armj-  of  the  Tennessee,  command- 
ed by  General  McPherson,  moved  through  the  village  of  Decatur  and  at  night 
encainped,  well  closed  up.  on  the  enemy's  exterior  line  of  works  which  covered 
the  city  of  Atlanta. 

About  two  and  a  half  or  thiee  miles  out  from  Decatur  the  17th  Army 
Corps,  General  Frank  P.  Blair  commanding,  which  had  the  advance,  struck 
the  enemy's,  infantry  in  considerable  force  and  a  sharp  engagement  followed 
which  lasted  some  hours,  and  till  darkness  put  an  end  to  it.  The  3rd  Division, 
commanded  by  General  M.  D.  Leggett,  and  the  4th  Division  commanded  by 
General  W.  Q^  Gresham,  bore  the  biunt  of  this  fight,  and    both    divisions  be- 
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haved  with  great  credit,  drove  the  enemy  steadily  hack,  and  finalh  ,  just  hefore 
dark,  tbrced  him  into  liis  works  at  "Bald  Hill,"  about  one  and  a  hall" miles  from 
Atlanta. 

General  McPherson  very  much  desired  that  the  17th  Corps  should  carry 
"Bald  niir'  by  assault  on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  and  General  Blair  sent  in- 
structions to  General  Leggett  to  make  the  attempt,  but  the  orders  did  not 
reach  him  in  time,  so  that  night  came  on  and  it  still  remained  in  the  enemy's 
possession,  vvith  our  troops  closed  up  against  it. 

General  Gresham  was  verv  severely  wounded  late  in  the  afternoon,  while  on 
the  skirmish  line  looking  over  the  ground  on  his  front,  and  General  Giles  A. 
Smith,  of  the  15th  Corps,  succeeded  him  in  the  command  of  the  4th  Division 
at  two  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  21st. 

Early  in  the  inorning  of  the  21st,  Hickenlooper,  Chief  of  Artillery  of  our 
army,  was  sent  by  General  McPherson  to  urge  on  the  attack  on  "Bald  Hill." 
The  order  from  McPherson  was  promptly  executed  by  the   17th  Corps. 

The  assault  was  made  bv  the  three  brigades  of  Leggett's  Division,  but  the 
heaviest  work  fell  upon  the  ist  Brigade,  commanded  bv  General  Manning  F. 
Force.  The  ist  and  2nd  brigades  were  placed  in  line,  with  the  3rd  in  reserve, 
and  the  4th  Division  on  the  right,  making  the  line  continuous.  As  the  col- 
umn advanced  a  gap  was  formed  between  the  two  divisions  and  General 
Leggett  was  forced  to  throw  forward  his  reserve  brigade  (3rd)  to  close  the  gap 
and  to  prevent  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  enemy  upon  the  ist  and  2nd,  so  that 
the  three  brigades  were  all  hotly  engaged  before  "Bald  Hill"  was  carried  and 
the  rebel  line  broken  and  driven  back.  General  Smith  pressed  the  enemy  on 
his  front,  with  earnestness,  thereby  aiding  General  Leggett  in  the  direct  as- 
sault. 

That  part  taken  by  the  ist  brigade  under  General  Force,  was  brilliant  in  the 
extreme.  This  brigade  held  the  left  of  General  Sherman's  army,  and  the  pos- 
ition it  occupied  brought  it  squarely  in  front  of  "Bald  Hill"  and  the  main  right 
flank  of  the  enemy.  The  slope  of  the  hill  was  very  steep  and  cleared  of  all 
timber,  aftbrding  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  sharp-shooters  every  advantage 
for  picking  off"  our  men. 

The  brigade  was  formed  for  the  assault  in  two  lines  just  as  the  men  had 
slept  on  their  arms  the  night  before.  A  strong  line  of  skirmishers  was  thrown 
forward,  dashing  up  the  face  of  the  hill  to  distract  the  enemy's  fire,  -whilst  fol- 
lowing closely  came  the  two  lines  ofinfiantry.  The  ist  was  composed  of  the 
12th  and  i6th  Wisconsin,  led  bj' General  Force  in  person,  and  the  2nd  of  20th, 
30th,  and  31st  Illinois,  directed  by  Capt.  Walker,  General  Force's  Assistant 
Adjutant -General. 

The  hill  was  held  by  a  portion  of  Cleburne's  Division,  and  the  well  directed 
fire  of  these  veteran  troops  made  fearful  gaps  in  our  lines;  but  each  regiment 
kept  closing  on  its  colors  and  the  lines  swept  on  over  the  enemy's  works,  as 
coolly  as  if  the_\'  were  maneuvering  on  the  parade  ground. 

General  Force  held  his  ground  but  witli  considerable  ditticulty,  as  the  enemy- 
gathered  on  his  front  in  threatening  bodies  and  re-establishing  his  line  on 
Force's  right,  in  front  of  the  4th  Division,  opened  upon  him  an  enfilading  fire 
which  was  very   galling.     General    Force   was   so   menaced   in   front   that  he 
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formed  liis  brigade  in  single  line  looking  towards  Atlanta,  and  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Leggett  for  a  couple  of  twelve  pounder  Howitzers,  by  the  aid  of  which 
he  was  able  to  maintain  his  position. 

The  position  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  during  the  nightof  July  21st, 
was  about  as  follows: 

The  17th  Corps  held  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  of  battle.  Leggett's  Di- 
vision holding  "Bald  Hill,"  which  it  fortified  during  the  night,  and  Giles 
Smith's  Di\ision  also  fortified  its  position  on  Leggett's  right,  but  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill.  This  Division  afterwards  moved  up  to  an  allignment  with  Leggett 
on  his  left  and  fortified  there. 

The  15th  Corps,  Major-General  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  bivouacked 
along  the  railroad,  the  men  lying  on  their  arms  and  the  brigades  encamping 
parallel,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  road.  One  division  or  more,  however,  was 
thrown  to  the  front  connecting  with  the  17th  Corps  and  forming  with  it  a 
strong  and  continuous  line  of  battle  which  extended  across  the  railroad. 

The  shortening  of  the  circular  line  as  the  army  advanced  upon  Atlanta,  had 
thrown  the  i6th  Corps  (Dodge's)  entirel\'  out  of  its  theretofore  place  on  the 
riglit  of  the  15th  Corps. 

The  4th  Division  of  the  16th  Corps,  commanded  by  General  John  W.  Ful- 
ler, bivouacked  in  two  lines  in  rear  of  the  left  of  General  Leggetfs  Division. 
The  2nd  Division,  commanded  by  General  Sweeny,  bivouacked  near  the  head- 
quarters of  Major-General  G.  ^L  Dodge,  the  commander  of  the  i6th  Corps, 
in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  15th  Corps. 

Battery  F,  Second  United  States  Artillery,  was  placed  in  position  between 
Leggett  and  Giles  Smith  on  the  entrenched  line  of  the  17th  Corps.  The  head- 
quarters of  General  McPherson  were  established  on  the  south  side  of  the  rail- 
road, close  to  it  and  not  more  than  two  miles  from  the  front. 

A  portion  of  the  train  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  parked  along  the 
railroad  and  to  the  south  of  it,  well  coveretl  and  protected,  howe\er,  by  our 
troops. 

The  balance  of  the  train  was  at  Decatur,  guarded  by  the  Second  Brigade, 
4th  Division,  16  Corps,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  J.  W.  Sprague. 

Earlv  on  the  morning  of  fuly  21st,  and  while  General  McPherson  was 
watching  witii  intense  interest  the  sharp  and  brilliant  contest  between  the 
17th  Corps  and  the  enemy,  one  of  our  scouts  brought  him  an  Atlanta  news- 
paper of  [ulv  1 8th.  which  contained  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston's  farewell 
order  to  the  Rebel  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  relinquishing  and  turning  over  to 
Genei-al  Hood  the  command  of  that  department  and  army.  General  Johnston's 
order  was  dated  July  17th. 

General  Sherman  had  received  the  same  information  two  or  three  days  pre- 
vious, and  had  at  once  notified  McPherson  of  it,  but  the  order  itself  McPher- 
son had  not  before  seen. 

General  McPherson  and  Hood  had  been  classmates  at  West  Point,  and  for 
two  years  were  room-mates;  and  the  moment  the  General  read  the  order  plac- 
ing Hood  in  command,  he  said  to  the  members  of  his  staff  who  happened  to 
be  near  him,  that  we  must  now  look  out  for  different  tactics;  that  Hood, 
though  he  might  lack  in  judgment,  would   certainly   fight   his  army  at  every 
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opportunity  that  offered  and  with  desperation,  and  that  we  must  take  unusual 
precautions  to  guard  against  surprise. 

Briefly  stated,  this  was  about  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  evening  of  July 
2 1  St.  The  army  was  well  in  hand  and  prepared  to  fight  at  a  moment's 
warning. 

At  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  July  22nd,  a  verbal  order,  brought  by  Colonel 
Willard  Warner,  came  from  General  Sherman,  directing  McPherson  to  put  his 
command  in  motion,  as  Hood  had  abandoned  his  exterior  line  of  works  before 
Atlanta  and  had  fallen  back  to  the  city,  and  possibly  beyond  to  East  Point. 
The  order  directed  General  McPherson  to  follow  the  enemy  closely  and  with 
the  least  possible  dela^',  by  roads  leading  to  the  east  or  left  of  Atlanta.  Colo- 
nel Warner  also  informed  McPherson  that  General  Schofield  had  been  directed 
to  move  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  directly  against  the  city,  and  that  General 
George  H.  Thomas,  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  would  move  against 
the  enemy  by  roads  leading  to  the  west  or  right  of  Atlanta. 

Fifteen  minutes  later  McPherson  and  staff  were  moving  to  the  front,  and  at 
daybreak  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  occupying  the  enemy's  just  aban- 
doned line  of  intrenchments,  with  heavy  skirmish  lines  thrown  well  out  be- 
yond and  within  a  mile  of  Atlanta,  and  General  McPherson  was  preparing  to 
carry  out  General  S'nerman's  instructions.  To  this  end,  accompanied  by  his 
staff,  he  reconnoitered  some  distance  beyond  the  line  held  b^•  our  troops  at  dav- 
break,  and  having  gained  a  high  commanding  point  within  one  mile  of  the 
city,  could  see  without  the  aid  of  afield  gla.<s,  large  bodies  of  infantry  moving 
about  the  city  and  the  interior  line  of  intrenchments;  the  rifle  pits  were  full  of 
men,  and  heavy  gvms,  well  manned,  peered  from  embrasures  all  along  the 
rebel  line. 

McPherson  became  well  satisfied  before  leaving  this  point  that  General 
Hood  still  held  the  city  in  force,  and  had  no  thought  of  giving  it  up  without 
a  struggle,  and  he  said  to  his  staff"  over  and  over  again,  that  we  were  likely 
to  have,  during  that  day,  the  severest  battle  of  the  campaign. 

At  12  o'clock  the  position  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  as  follows: 

General  Logan  with  the  15th  Corps  held  the  right,  with  one  division  extend- 
ing across  the  Augusta  railroad,  connecting,  or  nearly  so,  with  the  left  Divi- 
sion of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio.  General  Charles  R.  Wood's  Division  occupied 
the  extreme  right  of  the  15th  Corps,  with  one  brigade  (General  Wangelin"s) 
in  reser^'e.  General  Morgan  L.  Smith's  Division  in  the  centre,  crossing  the 
Augusta  railroad  and  supporting  DeGress"  Battery  of  20  pounder  Parrots, 
which  was  in  position  a  short  distance  to  the  right  of  the  railroad,  and  General 
Wm.  Harrow's  Division  on  the  left  of  the  line  joining  on  to  Leggett's  right. 
Next  came  the  17th  Corps  (General  Blair's)  the  left  Division  of  which  (4th) 
under  General  Giles  A.  Smith  was  refused,  and  the  Iowa  Brigade  under 
Colonel  Wm.  Hall  of  the  nth  Iowa  holding  the  extreme  left  of  this  line. 
Then  came -the  i6th  Corps  under  the  command  of  General  Granville  M. 
Dodge,  fronting  to  the  south  and  covering  the  supply  trains  pf  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee. 

General  Logan's  command  was  in  position  directly  opposite  the  city  of 
Atlanta,  fronting  due  west,  and  two  divisions  of  the  ryth  Corps  fronted  west. 
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The  left  of  General  Giles  Smith's  Division,  however,  having  been  refused, 
fronted  south,  or  nearly  so,  in  prolongation  of  Dodge's  line  of  battle. 

There  was  a  gap  in  the  line,  of  nearly  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  between  the 
left  of  the  17th  Corps  (Hall's  Brigade)  and  the  right  of  the  i6th. 

About  II  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  General  McPherson,  accompanied  by 
several  members  of  his  stafl",  rode  over  to  General  Sherman's  Headquarters  at 
the  Howard  House.  The  position  of  the  troops  and  the  general  situation  was 
fully  discussed,  and  McPherson's  disposition  of  his  army  was,  I  think,  heartily 
appi-oved  by  General  Sherman. 

Early  in  the  morning,  I  should  say  seven  or  half  past.  General  McPherson 
had  received  from  General  Sherman  a  letter,  written  in  pencil  and  in  his  own 
hand,  as  follows: 

"HEADqiARTEUS    MlI.irARY    DiV.  OF  THE  MiSS.      1 

In  the  FiEr,D  at  Howard  House,  .- 

Near  ArLANTA,  July  22,  1864.  ) 

General  McPherson, 

Arinv  of  the  Tennessee: 
Genjcral: — Instead  of  sending  Dodge  to  your  left,  I  wish  you  would  put 
his  whole  corps  at  work  destroying  absolutely  the  railroad  back  to  and  includ- 
ing Decatur.  I  want  that  road  absolutely  and  completely  destroyed ;  every 
tie  and  everv  rail  twisted,  and  as  soon  as  Garrard  returns,  if  the  enemy 
still  holds  Atlanta.  I  will  again  shift  you  round  to  the  extreme  right  with 
Turner's  Ferry  as  a  depot.      Explore  roads,  etc.,  with  that  view. 

Yours, 
(Signed.)  \V.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-Geiierair 

This  letter  I  have  in  my  possession.  It  was  the  last  written  communication 
General  Sherman  made  to  General  McPherson.  At  the  time  of  its  receipt, 
the  15th,  i6th  and  17th  Corps  had  moved,  or  were  moving  into  the  positions 
indicated  by  McPherson  as  mentioned. 

McPherson  was  confident  our  army  would  be  attacked,  and  said  repeatedly 
the  attack  would  come  in  his  judgment  upon  his  left  front,  and  he  had  there- 
fore decided  early  in  the  day  to  put  the  i6th  Corps,  under  General  Dodge,  in 
position  facing  to  the  south,  and  covering  the  left  flank  and  the  general  sup- 
ply trains. 

The  visit  made  to  General  Sherman  that  morning  by  McPhe.ison  was  espec- 
ially in  regard  to  this  order  directing  Dodge  to  take  his  Corps  back  to  Decatur, 
to  destroy  the  Atlanta  and  Augusta  railroad.  General  McPherson  thought 
it  neither  wise  nor  prudent  to  move  the  i6th  Corps  from  the  important  posi- 
tion which  it  occupied  until  later  in  the  day.  To  this  General  Sherman 
promptly  assented  and  left  the  time  for  the  execution  of  the  order  to  McPher- 
son's discretion.  General  McPherson  said  that  if  the  enemy  made  an  attack 
upon  our  army  that  da\'.  he  thought  it  would  occur  before  one  o'clock,  and  it 
was  generally  understood  among  the  members  of  the  staff  that,  if  no  general 
engagement  took  place  by  that  hour,  the  i6th  Corps,  or  one   division  at  least, 
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of  it  would  be  drawn  out  and  sent  to  the  rear  to  execute  General  Sherman's 
order. 

Immediately  after  leaving  General  Sherman's  Headquarters,  McPherson  and 
stalf  rode  down  the  entire  line  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  We  passed 
aromid  General's  Logan's  right,  near  the  position  occupied  by  DeGress'  Bat- 
tery of  2o- pounder  Parrots,  on  the  railroad,  and  then  rode  to  the  south  passing 
one  division  after  another  of  the  15th  Corps,  and  then  the  divisions  of  the  17th 
Corps.  We  rode  very  rapidly,  but  McPherson  frequently  stopped  for  a 
moment  to  speak  to  division  and  brigade  commanders.  The  pioneers  of  15th 
and  17th  Corps  were  hard  at  work  changing  the  enemy's  exterior  line  of 
earthworks  (now  occupied  by  our  army)  and  making  it  conform  to  the  new 
position. 

A  few  minutes  before  12  o'clock  we  met  General  IvOgan  and  staff,  General 
Blair  and  staff,  and  several  of  the  division  commanders,  on  the  railroad,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  or  more,  in  rear  of  the  right  Division  of  the  15th  Corps, 
and  as  everything  at  this  time  was  quiet  along  our  entire  line,  we  all  dismounted 
and  had  our  lunch  together  in  a  little  grove  of  oaks  just  to  the  south  of  the 
railroad. 

Of  McPherson's  staff,  there  were  present  at  this  time,  Colonel  W.  T.  Clark, 
Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Hickenlooper,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Reese, 
Chief  Engineer,  Captain  Kilburn  Knox,  Rose,  Signal  Officer,  Dr.  Duncan, 
Buel,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer,  Willard,  Gile  and  Steele,  the  General's  personal 
aides  and  myself.  Soon  after  finishing  our  lunch,  and  while  we  were  enjoying 
our  cigars,  General  McPherson  wrote  the  following  letter  in  pencil  to  General 
Dodge. 

'Headquarters  Department  and  Army  of  Tennessee,  ) 
In  the  Field,  July  23,  1S64,  12  m.  \ 

Major-General  Dodge, 

Comiininding  19th  Ar/iiv  Corps: 
General: — Enclosed  I  send  you  an  extract  from  Major-General  Sherman's 
letter  to  me  just  received. 

As  General  Sweeney's  Division  has  already  moved  over  to  the  left,  and  is 
about  going  into  position  on  the  left  of  Blair,  as  we  talked,  you  will  leave  his 
division  where  we  designated,  and  send  Fuller's  Division  back  on  the  line  of 
the  railroad  between  here  and  Decatur  to  destroj'  it  as  directed.  Send  orders 
to  General  Sprague  to  burn  it  through  Decatur  and  to  the  eastand  west  of  the 
town  as  far  as  he  can.  The  men  should  take  their  arms  along  and  stack  them 
near  where  the^■  are  at  work,  so  that  they  can  be  ready  for  any  emergency. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed.)  Jas.  B.  McPherson, 

Ufa/or -General. 

This  letter  was  sent  to  General  Dodge  by  a  member  of  the  General's  staff. 
I  can  not  now  recall,  with  certainty,  which  one,  but  think  it  was  Lieutenant 
Rose  of  the  Signal  Corps.  The  officer,  whoever  he  was,  had  hardly  disap- 
peared from  sight,  when  a  shot  was  heard  to  the  left  and  rear  of  us,    and  then 
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another  followed  quickh'  by  a  rattling  volley  of  small  arms,  and  at  almost  the 
same  instant  a  shell  came  crashing  through  the  tree  tops  near  us,  followed  by 
rapid  and  incessant  firing  from  Dodge's  Corps. 

At  the  first  shots  every  officer  sprang  to  his  feet  and  called  for  his  horse. 
The  time,  I  should  think,  was  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  past  12. 

Generals  Logan  and  Blair  left  instantly  for  their  respective  corps.  Steele 
was  sent  to  Decatur,  five  miles  back,  with  instructions  for  Colonel  Sprague. 

Clark,  Willard,  Reese  and  Buel  were  sent  with  important  orders  to  difierent 
parts  of  the  field,  Hickenlooper,  Gile  and  myself  being  the  only  members  of 
the  staff"  who  remained  with  the  General.  We  rode  rapidly  through  a  heavy 
grove  of  timber  which  lay  to  the  south  of  the  railroad  and  soon  came  to  the 
open  fields  beyond,  where  the  larger  part  of  our  supply  trains  was  parked,  and 
as  the  animals  were  being  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns,  and 
there  was  some  excitement  and  confusion  among  the  teamsters,  McPherson 
left  Captain  Gile  to  look  after  them,  with  instructions  to  work  the  train  back 
towards  the  railroad  and  to  the  north  of  it,  if  possible,  and  get  it  out  of  range  of 
the  artillery.  Hickenlooper  was  sent  by  the  General  about  this  time  to  look 
after  the  artillery  of  the  i6th  Corps  which  was  about  going  into  action.  The 
General  and  myself,  accompanied  only  by  our  orderlies,  rode  on  and  took 
position  on  the  right  of  Dodge's  line,  and  witnessed  the  desperate  assaults  of 
Hood's  army. 

The  Divisions  of  Generals  Fuller  and  Sweeney  were  formed  in  single  line 
of  battle  in  the  open  fields,  without  cover  of  any  kind,  (Fuller's  Division  on 
the  right,)  and  were  warmly  engaged.  The  enemy  massed  in  columns  three 
or  four  lines  deep,  moved  out  of  the  dense  timber  several  hundred  yards  from 
General  Dodge's  position,  and  after  gaining  fairly  the  open  fields,  halted  and 
opened  a  rapid  fire  upon  the  i6th  Corps.  They,  however,  seemed  surprised 
to  find  our  infantry  in  line  of  battle,  prepared  for  attack,  and  after  facing  for 
a  few  minutes  the  destructive  fire  from  the  Divisions  of  Generals  Fuller  and 
Sweeney,  fell  back  in  disorder  to  the  cover  of  the  woods.  Here,  however, 
their  lines  were  quicklj'  reformed,  and  they  again  advanced,  evidently  deter- 
mined to  carry  the  position. 

The  scene  at  this  time  was  grand  and  impressive.  It  seemed  to  us  that  every 
mounted  officer  of  the  attacking  column  was  riding  at  the  front  of  or  on  the 
right  or  left  of  the  first  line  of  battle.  The  regimental  colors  waved  and 
fluttered  in  advance  of  the  lines,  and  not  a  shot  was  fired  by  the  rebel  infantry, 
although  the  movement  was  covered  by  a  heavy  and  well  directed  fire  from 
artillery  which  was  posted  in  the  woods  and  on  higher  ground,  and  which 
enabled  the  guns  to  bear  upon  our  troops  with  solid  shot  and  shell,  firing  over 
the  attacking  column. 

It  seemed  impossible,  however,  for  the  enemy  to  face  the  sweeping,  deadly 
fire  from  Fuller's  and  Sweeney's  Divisions;  and  the  guns  of  the  14th  Ohio 
and  Welker's  Batteries  fairly  mowed  great  swathes  in  the  advancing  columns. 
They  showed  great  steadiness  and  closed  up  the  gaps  and  preserved  their 
allignments,  but  the  iron  and  leaden  hail  that  was  fairly  poured  upon  them 
was  too  much  for  tlesh  and  blood  to  stand,  and  before  reaching  the  centre  of 
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the  open  fields  the  columns  were  broken  up  and  thrown  into  great  confusion. 
Taking  advantage  of  this,  a  portion  of  Fuller's  and  Sweeney's  Divisions, 
with  bayonets  iixed,  charged  the  enemy  and  drove  them  back  to  the  woods, 
taking  many  prisoners.  The  Sist  Ohio  charged  first,  then  the  39th  Ohio, 
Colonel  McDowell  commanding,  and  the  27th  Ohio,  Colonel  Churchill  com- 
manding. 

General  Mcl'herson's  admiration  for  the  steadiness  and  determined  bravery 
of  the  16th  Corps  was  unbounded.  General  Dodge  held  one  of  the  keys  to 
the  position  and  General  Leggett  the  other  at  "Bald  Hill." 

Had  the  i6th  Corps  given  way,  the  rebel  army  would  have  been  in  the  rear 
of  the  17th  and  15th  Corps,  and  would  have  swept  like  an  avalanche  over  our 
supply  trains,  and  the  position  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  would  have  been 
very  critical,  although,  without  doubt,  the  result  of  the  battle  would  have  been 
in  our  favor,  because  the  armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  Ohio  were  close  at 
hand  and  the  enemy  would  have  been  checked  and  routed  further  on. 

About  the  time  this,  his  second  attempt  to  carry  Dodge's  position,   failed, 
General   McPherson  sent  me  to  General  Blair  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
affairs  along  his  line,  and  instructed  me  to  say  to  Giles  Smith  to  hold    his  po- 
sition, that  he  would  order  up  troops  to  occupy  the  gap  between  the  17th  and 
1 6th  Corps,  and  also  saying  as  I  left  him  that  he  would  remain  with  his  orderly 
where  he  then  was  (a  commanding  position  on  Dodge's  right)  until  I  returned. 
I  rode  rapidly  through  the  woods  towards  the  17th  Corps  and   found  General 
Blair  with  General  Giles  A.  Smith  near  the  extreme  left  of  the  4th  Division 
(Hall's  Brigade.)     From  these  two  officers   I   learned  that  rebel  infantry  had 
been  seen  moving  out  of  Atlanta  and  towards  the  left  flank  of  the  17th  Corps, 
and  they  feared  the   enemy  was  trying  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  army    or  was 
feeling  for  the  break  in  the  line  and   hoped  to  cut  off  the  i6th  Corps.     I  at 
once  returned  to  McPherson  with  this  information,  finding  him  just  where  I 
had  left  him.     Immediately  the  General   started   in  person,   accompanied    by 
myself,  to  look  over  the  gap  between  the  two  corps,  and  with  the  intention  of 
asking  General  Logan  for  a  brigade  of  his  corps  (which  was  in  reserve)  to  fill 
the  position.     The  only  road  which  it  was  possible  to  travel  in  order  to  reach 
Giles    Smith's   command  without  making  a  lengthly  detour    to  the    rear  and 
crossing  a  number  of  ravines,  streams,  etc.,  ran  nearly  in  prolongation   of  the 
line  of  battle  of  the  i6th  Corps.     The  General  and  staff  had   passed  over  this 
road  in  the  early  morning  and   again  shortly  before  12  o'clock;  it  had  been 
passed  over  constantly  by  the  troops  of  our  army  since  the  early  dawn  of  the 
22nd;  and  ten  minutes  prior  to  the  General's  death  I  had   ridden  rapidly  over 
it  to  and  from  General  Blair's  command  without  being  fired  at.     I  accompanied 
General    McPherson    some  distance  from  the  open  fields  and  until  we  had 
gained,  I  should  think,  about  the  centre  of  the  gap  between  the  lianks  of  the 
two  army  corps.     Here  the  General  suddenly  checked  his  horse   and   left  the 
road,  looking  the  ground  over  carefully  to  the  south  and   following  some   dis- 
tance a  ridge,  which  he  said   was  an  excellent  position  for  our  troops.     Re- 
turning to  it  the  General  stopped  and  sent  me  back  to  General  John  A.  Logan 
with  the  last  order  he  ever  gave,  probably  the  last  time  he  ever   spoke   to  any 
one,  unless  to  his  orderly. 
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The  substance  of  this  order  was  to  ask  General  Logan  to  throw  WangeHn's 
Brigade  of  Wood's  Division,  which  had  been  held  in  reserve  near  the  Augusta 
railroad,  across  this  gap  and  connect  the  same  with  the  flanks  of  the  i6th  and 
17th  Corps,  thus  making  the  line  continuous.  I  was  to  guide  the  brigade  to 
the  point  indicated,  show  it  where  to  form,  and  then  to  join  him  at  Giles 
Smith's  Division. 

When  McPherson  had  given  me  this  order  he  dashed  up  the  road  towards 
the  left  of  the  17th  Corps  as  rapidly  as  his  horse  could  carry  him,  and  as  soon 
as  he  could  ride  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  was  killed. 

As  I  passed  back  to  the  rear  in  the  execution  of  Mcpherson's  order,  and 
not  more  thrai  a  minute  after  leaving  him  and  before  gaining  the  open  fields  I 
met  Captain  Howard,  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  of  our  army,  with  several  of 
his  men  and  I  think  Lieutenant  Sherfy,  one  of  the  signal  officers  of  the  i  :;th 
Corps.  They  were  riding  fast,  evidently  going  to  Giles  Smith's  Division,  and 
must  have  been  near  the  General  when  he  was  fired  at.  I  found  General 
Logan  on  the  railroad  near  DeGress'  Battery  and  gave  him  McPherson's 
order.  He  at  once  directed  General  Wangelin  to  proceed  to  the  point 
described  and  to  take  the  position  indicated  by  McPherson. 

When,  however,  we  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill  near  the  point  where  the 
road  so  often  referred  to  entered  the  woods,  and  along  which  the  brigade  would 
have  to  move  by  the  flank,  the  condition  of  aflairs  had  materially  changed. 
The  enemy  had  a  battery  in  position,  was  sweeping  the  road  with  solid  shot 
and  shell,  and  it  would  ha\e  been  utter  folly  to  attempt  at  that  time  to  put  the 
brigade  into  the  gap. 

I  said  to  General  Wangelin  that  I  would  at  once  go  to  the  left  of  the  17th 
Corps,  where  I  supposed  McPherson  to  be  and  where  he  had  told  me  to  meet 
him,  and  ask  for  further  instructions. 

As  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  get  to  Giles  Smith's  Division  by  the  road,  I 
made  a  detour,  crossing  some  cornfields  and  finally  gaining  the  dense 
timber  to  the  rear  of  the  left  flank  of  the  17th  Corps.  When  within  two  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  timber  I  saw  McPherson's  horse  staggering  about  and  evi- 
dently wounded.  The  saddle  and  equipments  bore  the  marks  of  three  bullets 
and  the  horse  was  struck  in  two  places.  About  the  time  I  reached  the  horse  a 
wounded  soldier  came  out  of  the  woods  near  by,  accompanied  by  another  sol- 
dier, unhurt,  and  seeing  rne,  asked  if  I  was  not  an  officer  of  McPherson's  staff, 
and  upon  my  returning  an  aflirmative  reply,  said  that  the  General  was  dead 
and  that  they  had  a  few  minutes  previous  left  his  remains,  and  to  corroborate 
their  statement  showed  me  and  ga\e  into  m^•  possession  an  empty  pocket- 
book,  a  knife,  bunch  of  keys  and  a  number  of  other  articles  which  I  at  once 
recognized  as  belonging  to  McPherson.  The  wounded  soldier  was  George 
Reynolds,  Company  D,  15th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  the  other  Joseph  Sharland, 
64th  Illinois  Infantry.  They  both  volunteered  to  guide  me  to  the  spot  where 
the  General's  remains  were  lying,  but  said  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  to  them 
and  get  them  out  from  that  direction  ;  that  we  would  have  to  go  back  and  go 
in  by  the  road.  Immediately  I  retraced  my  steps,  accompanied  by  tlie  two 
men,  and  soon  reached  the  open  fields  where  General  Wangelin's  Brigade  was 
still  in  position  awaiting  orders.     I  here  met  Captain  D.  C.  Buel,  Chief  Ord- 
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nance  Officer  of  our  army,  who  volunteered  to  make  the  attempt  with  me  to 
recover  the  General's  remains.  General  Wangelin  gave  us  a  four-mule  ambu- 
lance and  we  proceeded  without  delay  through  the  woods  to  the  road  upon 
which  the  General  was  riding  when  killed.  The  firing  had  ceased  at  this  time 
and  we  resolved  to  make  a  dash  in  with  the  ambulance  and  to  bring  oft'  the 
General's  remains  if  possible.  Our  party  consisted  of  Captain  Buel  and  his 
orderly,  myself  and  orderly  (George  Taylor,  D  Cotnpanv,  i2th  Wisconsin), 
George  Reynolds,  Joseph  Sharland  and  the  driver  of  the  ambulance  (name  un- 
known). Reynolds  and  Sharland  rode  in  the  ambulance.  We  dashed  in  on 
this  road  and  down  it  as  fast  as  the  animals  could  carry  us  and  were  soon  near 
the  point  where  Reynolds  thought  the  bod\'  lay.  The  ambulance  was  turned 
qurckly  about,  the  mules  headed  out. 

Buel  and  I  dismounted,  our  orderlies  holding  the  hoises.  Buel  and  Shar- 
land, revolvers  in  hand,  walked  down  from  the  ambulance  some  yards,  and 
proniisod  to  watch  the  road  and  protect  tl.e  ambulance,  while  George  Rey- 
nolds, weak  and  faint  as  he  was  from  loss  of  blood,  guided  me  through  the 
dense  thicket  and  underbrush  to  the  spot  where  McPherson's  body  lay. 

Twenty  or  thirty  yards  from  the  main  road  we  came  upon  the  General's 
remains.  He  was  lying  upon  his  back  quite  dead,  his  head  resting  upon  a  blan- 
ket which  Reynolds  had  placed  there.  His  hat,  watch,  sword-belt  and  field- 
glass  were  missing,  and  the  book  which  he  carried  in  the  side  pocket  of  hi.s 
blouse,  which  contained  memoranda,  papers,  telegraphs,  etc.,  was  also  gone. 
His  buckskin  gaimtlets  had  not  been  removed  and  a  diamond  ring  of  value 
still  icmained  on  the  little  finger  of  his  left  hand. 

Raising  his  body  quickly  from  the  ground  and  grasping  it  firmly  under  the 

arms  I  dragged  it,  with  such  assistance  as  Reynolds  covdd  oft'er,  through  the 

brush   to  the  ambulance   and  with  the  aid  of  the  other  members  of  our  party 

'deposited  it  therein,  and  then  we  all  went  out  as  we  went  in,  "  on  the  keen  run.  " 

When  we  reached  a  safe  position  the  ambulance  was  stopped  and  the  Gen- 
eral's remains  were  placed  in  a  proper  position — his  limbs  were  straightened, 
his  arms  folded  upon  his  breast,  his  head  tightly  bandaged  and  supported  upon 
a  blanket,  and  thus  we  carried  to  General  Sherman's  headquarters  all  that 
remained  of  the  gallant  soldier  and  beloved  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee. 

General  McPhcrson  was  killed  or  mortal! v  wounded  between  half-past  12 
and  2  o'clock,  and  probablv  in  less  than  two  minutes  from  the  time  I  left  him 
in  the  execution  of  his  orders. 

The  enemy,  shortly  after  I  passed  over  the  road  from  Ihe  interview  with 
Generals  Blair  and  Giles  A.  Smith,  had  advanced  h's  line,  found  the  gap 
between  the  corps  and  had  possession  of  and  controlled  the  road,  a  regiment  of 
infantry  having  been  thrown  diagonally  across  it,  and  the  General  must  have 
ridden  within  fifty  feet  of  the  rebel  line  before  he  discovered  it.  He  was  called 
upon  to  surrender  by  an  officer  standing  near  the  line,  but  the  only  response 
he  made  to  this  demand  was,  raising  his  hat  politely,  bowing,  and  reining  in 
his  horse  to  the  right,  evidently  hoping  to  escape  by  gaining  quickly  the  thick 
timber  and  underbrush  which  was  close  at  hand.  Lieutenant  Sherfv,  follow- 
ing quite  closely  in  rear  of  General  McPherson,  saw  his  movements  as  herein 
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described,  saw  the  enemy  fire  and  saw  him  fall  from  his  horse.     Captain  How- 
ard also  saw  the  enemy  fire  the  fatal  volley  but  did  not  see  the  General  fall. 

Geneial  McPherson's  orderly,  A.  J.  Thompson,  was  captured  and  remained 
a  prisoner  of  war  over  nine  months.  He  was  a  member  of  the  cavalry  escort 
attached  to  our  headquarters,  which  was  under  command  of  Captain  Foster,  of 
Ohio.  Thompson  now  re.-iides  at  or  near  Georgetown,  Ohio.  His  account  of 
the  General's  death  is  substantially  as  follows  : 

"  All  at  once  the  rebels  rose  up  on  our  left,  and  cried  'halt  !  halt !'  Gen- 
eral McPherson  turned  quickly  from  them  to  the  right  and  I  followed.  Just  as 
we  turned  they  fired  a  volley  at  us.  I  dodged  down  and  hung  on  to  the  side  of 
my  horse  and  several  balls  came  so  close  that  they  fairly  blistered  the  back  of 
my  neck.  They  shot  over  me  and  killed  the  General.  I  saw  him  fall,  and  just 
as  he  fell  his  horse  han  between  two  saplings  and  my  horse  after  the  General's. 
My  head  struck  one  of  the  saplings,  knocking  me  ofl:"  my  horse,  senseless. 
When  I  came  too,  McPherson  was  lying  on  his  right  side,  with  his  right  hand 
pressed  against  his  breast,  and  every  breath  he  drew  the  blood  flowed  in 
streams  between  his  fingers.  I  went  up  to  him  and  said  to  him,  '  General,  are 
3'ou  hiu-t  ? '  He  raised  his  left  hand  and  brought  it  down  upon  his  left  leg  and 
said  :  '  Oh,  orderly,  I  am,'  and  immediately  turned  over  on  his  face,  straight- 
ened himself  out,  trembling  like  a  leaf.  I  stooped  to  turn  him  over,  when  one 
of  the  rebels  who  had  come  up  caught  hold  of  my  revolver  strap  and  jerked  it 
until  he  broke  the  buckle,  at  the  same  time  calling  me  rough  names  and  said 
to  me  to  go  to  the  rear  quick  or  he  would  shoot  me.     I  know  nothing  further." 

Lieutenant  Sherfy's  statement  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Indianapolis  yournal  : 

"  I  see  in  yesterday's  'journal  an  account  of  the  killing  of  General  McPher- 
son, taken  from  rebel  sources,  which  is  incorrect  in  some  particulars  ;  and  as  I 
was  nearer  to  him  than  any  one  else  at  the  time  he  received  his  death  shot,  I 
will  give  you  a  brief  account  of  the  occm-rence  as  I  saw  it. 

On  the  2ist  of  July.  1S64,  General  Sherman  made  an  advance  of  his  own  line 
in  front  of  Atlanta,  dri\ing  the  enemy  from  an  outer  line  of  fortifications, 
which  we  held  that  night,  the  17th  Corps  being  on  the  left,  with  its  extreme 
flank  returning,  like  the  point  of  a  fish  hook,  the  15th  Corps  coming  next  and 
i6th  being  partly  in  reserve.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  Lieutenant  Stick- 
nev,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  and  others  on  the  skirmish  line,  reported  heavy  bod- 
ies of  the  enemj'  moving  to  our  left,  when  General  McPherson  took  the  i6th 
Corps  to  the  left,  getting  them  in  line  just  in  time  to  meet  the  first  rebel  charge 
across  an  open  field,  which  was  handsomely  repulsed  ;  this  occurred  soon  at"ter 
12  o'clock.  Just  after  this  I  rode  into  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  i6th  Corps, 
in  which  the  left  flank  of  the  17th  terminated,  where  I  found  the  skirmishers 
being  driven  back  through  this  gap  between  the  two  Corps,  which  fact  I  at 
once  reported  to  General  McPherson,  who  was  just  riding  up  accompanied  by 
an  orderly,  his  staft'  having  been  sent  to  different  parts  of  the  field.  He  ac 
once  turned  his  horse  and  started  at  a  brisk  canter  in  a  narrow  road,  cut 
througli  the  bushy  wood,  in  the  direction  of  the  rear  of  the  17th  Corps.      land 
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his  orderly  following  as  close  as  our  horses  ecnild  move,  and  members  of  the 
Signal  Corps  at  a  distance  of  twenty  or  thirty  yards.  We  had  gone  perhaps 
a  hundred  yards  when  we  rode  upon  a  body  of  rebels,  of  whom  we  could  see 
about  a  dozen  w'ithin  ten  yards  of  us,  who  commanded,  "  Halt  !  stop  there  ! 
halt  !"  Without  a  moment's  hesitation,  the  General  turned  his  horse  to  the 
right,  away  from  them,  and  I  followed  his  example.  At  this  instant  the  rebels 
fired  a  volley  at  us,  one  ball  striking  the  General,  passing  thi-ough  his  lungs 
near  his  heart.  His  horse  carried  him  a  short  distance,  when  he  fell  hea\ilv 
to  the  ground.  A  moment  afterward  two  infantry  skirmishers,  one  of  whom 
was  wounded,  coming  by,  staged  with  him.  They  reported  his  only  words 
were  :  "  My  hat  ;  where's  my  hat.?"  and  a  call  for  "  water,  "  which  they  fur- 
nished. After  about  twenty  minutes  he  expired.  In  the  meantime  two  or 
three  rebels  came  to  where  he  was  lying  and,  inquiring  who  he  was,  took  his 
pocket-book  and  some  papers  from  his  breast  pocket,  his  watch,  hat  and  a 
signal-glass  which  he  had  borrowed  that  morning. 

Near  where  the  General  fell  my  horse  dashed  me  against  a  tree,  knocking 
me  to  the  ground  insensible.  As  soon  as  I  had  recovered  strength.  I  escaped 
to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  reported  what  had  happened  to  some  members  of 
his  staff,  who  were  looking  for  him,  who  went  in,  and,  after  a  brief  skirmish, 
bore  his  body  out  and  took  it  to  the  rear  in  an  ambulance. 

The  signal-glass  which  w-as  taken  from  the  General  was  that  evening  found 
on  the  body  of  a  dead  rebel,  with  a  bullet-hole  through  the  strap,  and  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Howard,  to  whom  it  belonged.  My  watch,  which 
was  crushed  in  my  contact  with  the  tree,  was  stopped  at  two  minutes  past  2 
o'clock. 

Yours  trulv, 
(Signed.)  William   H.   Shkrfy. 

Late  Signal  Officer  of  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

Greencastle,  Ind.,  Julv  S,  1S75. 

George  Reynolds'  story  was  substantially  as  follows  : 

Shortly  after  the  attack  on  Colonel  Hall's  Brigade  (left  of  17th  Corps), 
young  Reynolds  had  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  left  arm,  a  musket  ball 
shattering  the  bone  at  the  elbow  and  of  course  utterly  disabling  him.  In 
going  to  the  rear  to  find  the  field  hospital,  he  came  across  General  McPheison, 
lying  upon  the  ground  mortally  wounded.  He  raised  the  dying  GeneraTs 
head,  placing  it  upon  a  blanket,  and  tried  to  give  him  a  drink  of  water  from  his 
canteen,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  any  message  to  communicate,  but  the  Gen  - 
eral  could  make  no  reply,  and  died  soon  after.  About  the  time  of  his  death, 
while  Reynolds  was  engaged  in  moistening  his  lips  and  bathing  his  forehead, 
showing  him  such  attention  and  care  as  his  wounded  condition  would  permit, 
a  straggler  from  the  front  came  upon  the  scene.  As  soon  as  he  learned  from 
Reynolds  the  name  of  the  dying  otiicer,  he  asked  at  once  if  he  had  examined 
his  pocket-book,  and  at  the  same  instant  drew  it  from  the  General's  pocket  and 
opened  it.  General  McPherson  had  been  paid  for  several  months'  services  at 
Chattanooga,  about  the  4th  or  5th  of  May,  two  or  three  days  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the   campaign   against   Atlanta,  and  this  money,  quite  a  large 
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sum,  he  had  in  his  pocket-book  in  large  bills  at  the  time  he  was  shot.  The 
instant  it  caught  the  eye  of  the  straggler  referred  to,  he  proposed  to  Reynolds  to 
divide  with  him,  saying  it  would  be  supposed  by  the  General's  friends  that  the 
enemy  had  had  possession  of  his  body  and  had  rifled  his  pockets.  This  propo- 
sition young  Reynolds  indignantly  spurned  and  said  to  the  man  that  he  must 
instantly  replace  the  monev  he  had  taken  from  the  pocket-book  and  that  every- 
thing the  General  possessed  must  be  sacredly  guarded  by  them  and  delivered 
to  his  staff.  With  an  oath,  the  man  replied,  "Then  I  will  keep  it  all,  us  you 
refuse  to  share  it  with  me,"  and  casting  the  empty  pocket-book  upon  the 
ground,  and  holding  on  to  the  money,  ran  quickly  away  from  Reynolds,  who 
tried  his  best  to  restrain  him,  and  disappeared  in  the  woods  towards  the  rear. 

Weak  and  faint  as  Reynolds  must  have  been  from  loss  of  blood,  he  could  do 
but  little  toward  detaining  this  wretch  and  preventing  the  robbery. 

Soon  after  Joseph  Sharland  came  along  and  joined  Reynolds.  After  re- 
maining a  few  moments  with  the  General's  remains  they  retired  to  the  rear, 
and  I  met  them  at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  as  I  have  before  mentioned. 

The  enemy  certainly  had  possession  of  General  McPherson,  and  took  from 
his  person  his  watch,  sword-belt  (the  General  wore  no  sword  that  day),  field- 
glass  and  the  book  containing  his  private  papers.  I  am  quite  certain  that  these 
articles  were  taken  by  the  rebel  soldiers  immediately  after  he  fell  from  his 
horse  and  before  he  died.  Reynolds  was  with  the  General  when  he  breathed 
his  last  and  they  were  then  missing.  All  of  them  were  recovered  from  prison- 
ers taken  during  the  afternoon,  excepting  only  the  vvatch.  The  bullet  which 
killed  the  General  passed  through  the  strap  which  su]:)ported  his  field-glass, 
nearly  severing  it. 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  articles  were  recovered  by  the  men  of  General  Full- 
er's Division.  The  day  following  the  battle  (July  23rd)  General  Dodge  or 
General  Fuller  gave  me  the  private  papers  which  the  General  had  on  his  per- 
son when  killed,  and  among  them  was  the  last  letter  from  General  Sherman  to 
McPherson,  which  I  have  given  entire  in  this  paper.  They  were  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Dodge  by  General  Fuller  the  evening  of  the  battle,  with  the  following 
communication,  which  I  now  have  in  my  possession  : 

"T  send  this  that  General  Sherman  may  know  that  they  did  not  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  long  enough  to  be  read.  Thev  were  taken  from  a 
'rebel  who  had  just  been  stripping  General  McPherson's  bodv  ;  another  who 
had  the  General's  glass  was  also  taken.  They  were  sent  to  the  rear.  If  no- 
body objects,  I  should  be  obliged  if  General  Dodge  will  return  these  papers  to 
me. 

(Signed.)  J.  VV.  Fuller, 

B  r  iga  dier-Gene  ra  /. " 

This  settles  the  question  as  to  whether  the  enemy  had  possession  of  the 
General's  body.  They  did  not  search  very  closely  or  they  would  have  found 
the  money  and  also  the  ring. 

When  I  found  the  remains  no  article  of  clothing  had  been  taken  from  them 
except  his  hat,  and  this  may  have  been  lost  in  the  woods  before  he  fell  from 
his  horse. 
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Not  enough  can  be  said  in  praise  of  young  Reynolds.  Though  dreadfully 
wounded  and  weak  from  the  loss  of  blood,  he  remained  with  the  General  until 
he  died  and  did  everything  in  his  power  to  comfort  and  relieve  him,  refusing 
to  go  to  the  hospital  or  to  have  his  wound  dressed  until  we  had  recovered  and 
brought  from  the  field  General  McPherson's  remains. 

As  a  slight  rew  ard  for  his  bravery  and  for  his  kindness  to  General  McPher- 
son  during  his  last  moments,  the  gold  "  Medal  of  Honor  "  of  the  17th  Corps 
was  awarded  him  by  Major-General  Blair,  his  corps  commander.  It  was  pre- 
sented to  him  in  the  presence  of  his  regiment  under  arms. 

Upon  our  arri\al  at  General  .Sherman's  headquarters,  which  were  still  at  the 
Howard  House,  the  remains  of  General  McPherson  were  removed  to  a  vacant 
room  and  laid  out  upon  a  table,  and  the  wound  which  caused  his  death  was 
carefully  examined  by  Dr.  Hewitt,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  army.  The  ball 
unquestionablj'  strvick  the  General  in  the  back  and  ranged  diagonally  forward, 
coming  out  at  the  right  breast  and  passing  near  the  heart,  but  I  think  Dr. 
Hewitt  expressed  the  opinion  that  he  might  have  lived  some  minutes. 

By  direction  of  General  Sherman  the  remains  were  placed  in  an  ambulance 
and  sent  to  Marietta,  en  route  for  Clyde,  Ohio,  in  charge  of  the  General's  per- 
sonal staff.  Major  Willard  and  Captains  Gile  and  Steele. 

I  hove  before  spoken  of  other  officers  of  our  army  besides  Lieutenant  Sherfy 
and  Captain  Howard  who  were  near  General  McPherson  when  shot.  Those 
officers  were  Colonel  R.  K.  Scott,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Leggett's  Division,  and  Captain  J.  B.  Raymond,  of  General  Leggett's 
staff. 

The  6Sth  Ohio,  attached  to  Colonel  Scott's  Brigade,  had  been  ordered  to  the 
rear  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  as  a  guard  for  the  17th  Corps  hospital,  leaving 
a  gap  in  Leggett's  Division  which  he  was  forced  to  fill  by  a  skirmish  line. 

At  the  first  indication  of  an  attack,  about  noon  of  the  22nd,  General  Leggett 
directed  Scott  to  send  for  this  regiment  and  hurry  it  back  to  its  proper  posi- 
tion in  the  line.  Colonel  Scott  went  in  person  for  this  regiment,  fearing  some 
other  command  would  seize  it.  About  the  time  he  reached  the  regiment  at 
the  hospital  he  heard  lieavv  firing  on  the  left  of  the  17th  Corps,  and  giving 
orders  for  the  regiment  to  join  its  brigade  as  quickly  as  possible,  rode  rapidly 
back  towards  his  command,  passing  down  the  road  through  the  woods  and 
joining  McPherson  just  as  he  reached  the  rebel  line  which  held  the  road.  Col- 
onel Scott's  horse  was  killed  by  the  volley  fired  at  McPherson,  and  Scott  him- 
self was  captured. 

During  the  time  that  I  was  absent  from  General  McPherson,  carrying  the 
order  to  Blair,  or  after  I  left  him  to  bring  up  VVangelin's  Brigade,  Captain 
Raymond  saw  and  spoke  to  McPherson  and  passed  down  the  road  towards 
the  left  of  the  17th  Corps  in  advance  of  him — ran  into  the  enemy's  line  of  bat- 
tle or  skirmishers — had  his  horse  killed,  and  was  captured — witnessed  the  fir- 
ing of  the  volley  at  McPherson — saw  A.  J.  Thompson,  the  Orderly,  w'hen  he 
w-as  brought  back  prisoner,  and  learned  from  him  that  the  General  had  been 
shot. 

I   copy   here  the  account  of  McPherson's  death,  given  hy  Captain  Beard,  of 
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the  Confederate  Army,  who  was  in  command  of  the  company,  5th  Regiment, 
Cleburne's  Division,  from  wliicli  came  the  shot  tliat  killed  the  General. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  JVashville  (  Teiin.)   Union  a7id  American : 

"  I  notice  in  your  paper,  and  also  in  the  Banner  of  the  24th,  a  letter  from  a 
correspondent  at  Shelby ville,  connecting  my  name  and  also  that  of  my  com- 
pany with  the  killing  of  Major-General  McPherson,  of  the  United  States  Army, 
in  the  battle  of  the  22nd  of  July,  1864,  before  Atlanta.  Both  letters  are  sub- 
stantially correct,  with  the  exception  of  one  important  particular.  The  im- 
pression is  made  by  your  correspondent  that  we  were  detached  at  the  time  and 
in  ambuscade,  which  is  erroneous,  for  we  were  in  line  of  battle  with  our  regi- 
ment— the  15th  Confederate — and  with  Cleburne's  Division,  to  which  we 
belonged.  After  my  return  from  prison  at  the  close  of  the  war,  I  heard  that 
it  had  been  charged  by  the  Northern  press  that  General  McPherson  had  been 
murdered,  and  I  have  been  frequently  requested  to  write  a  letter  of  vindication, 
and  to  give  an  exact  statement  of  the  facts  connected  with  his  death,  but  ow- 
ing to  my  ignorance  of  localities  and  the  general  arrangements  of  the  battle  of 
the  22nd  of  July,  I  have  failed  to  do  so  up  to  this  time.  The  simple,  unvarnished 
facts  of  the  case,  however,  are  these  : 

"  For  a  day  or  two  previous  to  the  battle  I  had  been  in  command  of  a  brig- 
ade line  of  skirmishers,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  that  day  was  ordered  to 
join  my  regiment  and  division  which  were  moving  out  from  Atlanta,  on  the 
Decatur  road,  in  order  to  strike  the  left  flank  of  General  Sherman's  Army 
under  the  command  of  General  McPherson,  which  stretched  across  the 
Augusta  railroad.  While  halting  upon  the  road  we  were  furnished  with  sixty 
additional  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  were  told  that  there  was  a  hard  day's 
work  before  us.  We  were  placed  in  line  of  battle  about  12  or  i  o'clock  in  the 
day,  and  the  last  order  given  by  General  Pat.  Cleburne  to  us,  was  to  move  for- 
ward, turn  neither  to  the  right  hand  nor  to  left,  until  we  were  within  the 
enemy's  breastworks.  Shortly  afterward  a  heavy  and  rapid  cannonading 
commenced,  from  what  we  supposed  to  be  General  Bates'  Division,  which  an- 
nounced too  clearly  that  the  ball  was  about  to  open  in  good  earnest.  Under 
the  excitement  aroused  by  it,  we  commenced  a  double  quick  through  a  forest 
covered  w^ith  dense  underbrush.  Here  we  ran  through  a  line  of  skirmishers, 
and  took  them  in,  without  the  firing  of  a  gun,  and  suddenly  came  up  to  the 
edge  of  a  little  wagon  road  running  parallel  with  our  line  of  march,  and  down 
which  General  McPherson  came  thundering  at  the  head  of  his  staff,  and 
according  to  my  best  recollection,  his  body  guard.  He  had  evidently  just  left 
the  last  conference  that  he  ever  had  with  General  Sherman,  near  the  Howard 
House,  and  was  on  his  way  to  see  what  the  rapid  and  sudden  firing  upon  his 
left  all  meant. 

"  General  Sherman  is  certainly  mistaken,  in  his  '  Memoirs,'  when  he  says 
that  he  was  almost,  if  not  entirely,  alone,  for  I  estimated  his  rank  entirely  by 
the  size  of  his  retinue,  and  in  that  estimate  I  fixed  his  rank  at  nothing  less  than 
a  corps  commander.  He  had  a  considerable  staft"  with  him,  and  according  to 
my  best  recollection,  a  body-guard  followed  him. 
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"  He  was  certainly  surprised  to  find  himself  suddenly  face  to  face  with  the 
rebel  line.  Mj  own  company  and  possibly  others  of  the  regiment  had  reached 
the  verge  of  the  road  when  he  discovered,  for  the  first  tiine,  that  he  was  within 
a  few  feet  of  where  we  stood.  I  threw  up  my  sword  to  him  as  a  signal  to  sur- 
render. Not  a  word  was  spoken.  He  checked  his  horse  slightly,  raised  his 
hat  as  politely  as  if  he  was  saluting  a  lady,  wheeled  his  horse's  head  directly 
to  the  right,  and  dashed  oft'  to  the  rear  in  a  full  gallop.  Young  Corporal 
Coleman,  who  was  standing  near  me.  was  ordered  to  fire  upon  him.  He  did 
so,  and  it  was  his  ball  that  brought  General  McPherson  down.  He  was  shot 
passing  under  the  thick  branches  of  a  tree,  and  as  he  was  bending  over  his 
horse's  neck,  either  to  a\oid  coming  into  contact  with  the  limbs  or, more  prob- 
ably, to  escape  the  death-dealing  bullet  of  the  enemy  that  he  knew  was  sure 
to  follow  him.  He  was  shot  in  the  back,  and  as  Sherman  says  in  his 
•  Memoirs,'  '  the  ball  ranged  upward  across  the  body  and  passed  near  the 
heart.'     A  number  of  shots  were  also  fired  into  his  reti-eating  staff". 

"  I  ran  immediately  up  to  where  the  dead  General  lay,  just  as  he  had  fallen, 
upon  his  knees  and  face.  There  was  not  a  quiver  of  his  body  to  be  seen,  not  a 
sign  of  life  perceptible.  The  fatal  bullet  had  done  its  work  well  ;  he  had  been 
killed  instantly.  Even  as  he  lay  there,  dressed  in  his  Major-General's  uni- 
form, with  his  face  in  the  dust,  he  was  as  magnificent  a  looking  picture  of  man- 
hood as  I  ever  saw. 

"  Right  by  his  side  lay  a  man  who,  if  at  all  hurt,  was  but  slightly  woimded, 
but  whose  horse  had  been  shot  from  under  him.  From  his  appearance,  I  took 
him  to  be  t'ne  Adjutant  or  Inspector-General  of  the  staff".  Pointing  to  the  dead 
man  I  asked  him  :  '  Who  is  this  man  lying  here  .' '  He  answered,  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  'Sir,  it  is  General  McPherson.  You  have  killed  the  best  man  in 
our  army.'  This  was  the  first  intimation  that  we  had  as  to  who  the  officer  was 
and  as  to  his  rank. 

"General  Sherman  alleges  in  his  book  that  General  McPherson's  pocket- 
book  and  papers  were  found  in  the  haversack  of  a  prisoner  afterward.  That 
may  be  so,  but  that  prisoner  did  not  belong  to  our  party.  Capt.  W.  A, 
Brown,  of  Mississippi,  picked  up  his  hat  that  had  caught  in  the  branches  of 
the  tree  under  which  he  had  fallen,  and  that  was  the  only  piece  of  McPher- 
son's property  disturbed  by  any  of  us. 

"  As  I  stood  over  the  body  the  bullets  were  beginning  to  whistle  rapidly 
around  that  locality. 

"  Soon  after  an  order  was  sent  commanding  the  division  to  move  by  the 
right  flank.  Major  Richard  Person,  a  gallant  officer  who  commanded  the 
regiment,  was  on  the  extreme  left  and  in  front  of  it  and  did  not  hear  the  order, 
but  pushed  on  to  the  Federal  intrenchments  which  were  before  and  in  sight  of 
us.  I  was  satisfied  then  that,  detached  as  we  were,  the  movement  would  only 
result  in  our  death  or  capture,  but  feeling  it  my  duty  to  stick  to  the  colors  of 
my  regiment  and  share  its  fate,  no  matter  what  it  might  be,  I  did  so,  and  the 
result  was  as  I  anticipated — we  were  all  taken  prisoners.  After  our  capture 
we  had  several  conversations  with   P'ederal  officers  in  resrard  to  the  killin":  of 
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McPherson,  and  I  had  myself  one  conversation  with  an  officer  of  his  staff  who 
had  been  fortunate  enough  to  escape  our  bullets  when  McPherson  fell. 

"The  next  day  we  started  on  our  way  to  northern  prisons — the  officers  to" 
Johnson  Island,  near  Sandusky,  Ohio.  A  short  distance  this  side  we  passed 
through  the  little  city  of  Clyde,  the  birth-place  and  the  home  of  General  Mc- 
Pherson. We  noticed  that  the  flag  was  at  half-mast  and  asked  some  of  the 
crowd  standing  around  the  depot  what  it  meant,  and  were  told  that  they  had 
just  buried  General  McPherson,  whom  the  'damned  rebels  had  murdered,  and 
that  the  flag  was  at  half-mast  for  him.' 

"  The  tragedy  that  I  have  just  described  was  the  last  one  that  I  ever  took 
part  in  during  the  war,  and  it  is  as  vividly  pictured  upon  my  mind  as  if  it  all 
had  occurred  yesterday.  The  circumstances  under  which  General  McPher- 
son met  his  death  were  perfectly  justifiable.  He  had  every  opportunity  on 
earth  to  surrender  and  refused  to  do  so,  but  preferred  to  take  the  chances  of 
flight.  Although  he  was  considered  as  a  host  in  himself  against  us,  his  ulti- 
mate end  was  mourned  even  by  the  Confederate  army,  for  he  was  universally 
esteemed  as  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman. 

(Signed)  Richard  Beard." 

Neither  McPherson's  bodyguard  nor  any  member  of  his  staff"  was  with  him 
when  he  was  killed.  His  orderly  was  the  only  person  with  him  properly  be- 
longing to  our  headquarters. 

Colonel  R.  K.  Scott,  Captain  Howard,  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Sherfy  and  Cap- 
tain Raymond  were  the  only  officers  of  our  army  who  were  near  enough  to 
General  McPherson  to  witness  the  firing  of  the  fatal  volley,  so  far  as  I  have 
ever  been  able  to  ascertain.  Colonel  Scott  and  Lieutenant  Sherfy  must  have 
been  very  close  to  him,  as  both  were  disiiiounted  by  the  volley  fired  at  the 
General,  the  first  named  officer  having  his  horse  killed  and  being  captured. 

General  McPherson  had  not  just  left  the  last  conference  with  Gen.  Sherman. 
Some  time  had  elapsed,  how  much  it  is  impossible  to  determine.  If  Lieuten- 
ant Sherfy's  watch  was  right  and  his  statement  correct,  McPherson  was  killed 
at  2  p.  M.,  and  two  hours  had  passed  from  the  time  of  his  writing  the  note  to 
General  Dodge  at  the  rendezvous  near  the  railroad,  where  the  party  lunched. 
General  Sherman  thinks  he  heard  of  McPherson's  death  within  an  hour  of  the 
time  of  his  leaving  his  headquarters  at  the  Howard  House,  and  officers  of 
(jeneral  Sherman's  staff  are  of  the  same  opinion. 

I  have  followed  General  McPherson's  movements  from  the  Howard  House 
to  the  point  where  he  fell,  accurately  as  I  believe,  and  it  seems  to  me  impossi- 
ble that  the  events  described  could  have  taken  place  within  the  space  of  sixty 
minutes. 

Captain  Beard  sa^ys  that  General  McPherson  was  killed  instantly — that  he 
ran  immediately  to  him  and  that  there  was  not  a  sign  of  life  perceptible.  He 
may  be  correct  in  this  statement,  although  I  have  always  thought  differently. 

Lieutenant  Sherfy  says  he  lived  over  twenty  minutes.  George  Reynolds 
says  he  was  alive  when  he  found  him,  but  could  not  speak  and  died  soon  after. 
From  Thompson's  account  (General's  Orderly),  I  should  judge  he  was  living 
when  he  was  taken  away  a  prisoner. 
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The  officer  who  lay  by  McPherson's  side  and  whom  Captain  Beard  took  for 
the  Adjutant-General  or  Inspector-General,  was  unquestionably  Colonel  R. 
K.  Scott,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade  of  General  Leggett's  Division. 

Captain  Beard  says  that  after  his  capture  he  had  a  conversation  with  an 
officer  of  McPherson's  staff  who  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  escape  our  bul- 
lets when  Mcpherson  fell.  The  officer  referred  to  by  Captain  Beard  must 
have  been  Captain  Howard,  Chief  Signal  OfHcer  of  the  army,  who  was  not 
with  the  General,  as  I  have  always  understood,  but  who  was  some  distance  in 
the  rear,  yet  near  enough  to  witness  the  firing. 

In  this  connection  I  copv  here  General  Sherman's  official  letter  to  the  Adju- 
tant-General of  the  army,  announcing  McPherson's  death.  It  is  a  glowing 
tribute  to  McPherson's  worth  and  services. 

'•   llKADqLTARTERS   MILITARY  DiV.   OF  THE    MiSS.     \ 

IN  THE  Field,  >■ 

Near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  23,  1S64.     ) 

To  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjuiant-Geiieral  U.  S.  Army  : 

Gexer.\l  : — It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  that  Brigadier-General  James 
B.  McPherson,  U.  S.  Army,  Major-General  of  Volunteers  and  Commander 
of  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee  in  the  field,  was  killed  by  a  shot  from  ambus- 
cade about  noon  of  yesterdav.  At  the  time  of  this  fatal  shot  he  was  on  horse- 
back, placing  his  troops  in  position  near  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and  was  passing 
by  a  cross-road  from  a  moving  column  towards  the  flank  of  troops  that  had 
already  been  established  on  the  line.  He  had  quitted  me  but  a  short  time 
previous   and  was  on  the  way  to  see  in  person  to  the  execution  of  my  orders. 

About  the  time  of  this  sad  event  the  enemy  had  sallied  from  his  entrench- 
ments around  Atlanta,  and  had  by  a  circuit  got  to  the  left  and  rear  of  this  very 
line,  and  had  begun  an  attack  which  resulted  in  serious  battle,  so  that  General 
McPherson  fell  in  battle,  booted,  belted  and  spurred  as  the  Gallant  Knight  and 
Gentleman  should  wish. 

Not  his  the  loss  ;  but  the  country  and  the  army  will  mourn  his  death  and 
cherish  his  memory  as  that  of  one,  who  though  comparatively  young,  had 
risen  by  his  merit  and  ability  to  the  command  of  one  of  the  best  armies  which 
the  nation  had  called  into  existence  to  vindicate  its  honor  and  integrity. 

History  tells  us  of  but  few  who  so  blended  the  grace  and  gentleness  of  the 
friend,  with  the  dignity,  courage,  faith  and  manliness  of  the  soldier.  His 
public  enemies,  even  the  men  who  directed  the  fatal  shot,  never  spoke  or  wrote 
of  him  without  expressions  of  marked  respect — those  whom  he  commanded 
loved  him  to  idolatry — and  I,  his  associate  and  commander,  fail  in  words  ade- 
quate to  express  my  opinion  of  his  great  worth. 

I  feel  assured  that  every  patriot  in  America  on  hearing  this  sad  news  will 
feel  a  sense  of  personal  loss,  and  the  country  generally  will  realize  that  we 
have  lost,  not  only  an  able  military  leader,  but  a  man  who,  had  he  survived, 
was  qualified  to  heal  the  national  strife  which  had  been  raised  by  designing 
and  ambitious  men. 
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His  body  has  been  sent  North  in  charge  of  Major  Willard,  Captains  Steele 
and  Gile,  his  personal  staff. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 
(Signed.)  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  Getieral  Command ingy 

The  map  hereto  attaclied  shows  the  position  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
at  12  M.,  July  22nd,  or  about  the  time  the  attack  was  made  on  Dodge's  Corps. 
It  was  prepared  by  General  A.  Hickenlooper.  of  Cincinnati,  who  was  at  the 
lime  McPherson's  Chief  of  Artillery,  and  can  be  relied  upon  as  accurate.  It 
also  shows  the  position  of  General  Wangelin's  Brigade  after  it  had  moved 
from  the  Augusta  railroad,  say  at  2  or  half  past  2  p.  m. 

The  attack  on  our  flank  and  rear  was  made  by  the  whole  of  General  Har- 
dee's Corps,  composed  of  Bates',  Walker's,  Cleburne's  and  Cheatham's  Divi- 
sions, (the  latter  division  on  this  occasion  was  under  the  command  of  General 
Manny).  The  Divisions  of  Bates  and  Walker  falling  upon  Dodge's  command, 
and  the  Divisions  of  Cleburne  and  Cheatham  striking  the  left  flank  of  the  17th 
Corps,  and  swinging  around  through  the  wide  interval,  or  gap,  and  reaching 
the  extreme  right  of  the  17th  Corps,  and  occupying  the  breastworks  con- 
structed by  Generals  Leggett  and  Smith  in  their  advance  on  '■  Bald  Hill,"  and 
as  far  to  the  right  of  it  as  General  Leggett's  command  extended. 

Later  in  the  day  and  about  half  past  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  Hood's  old  Corps,  com- 
manded by  General  Cheatham,  advanced  upon  the  15th  Corps  and  the  right  of 
the  17th  from  the  direction  of  Atlanta.  The  17th  Corps  was  thus,  for  a  time, 
completely  enveloped  and  attacked  in  front,  flank  and  rear. 

The  battle  from  half  past  3  p.  M.  was  desperate  and  bloody  in  the  extreme, 
and  the  result  was  extremely  doubtful  till  late  in  the  day. 

Our  lines  were  broken  and  pierced  in  several  places,  and  batteries  and  regi- 
mental colors  were  lost  and  won  again  and  again. 

The  Divisions  of  Generals  Charles  R.  Woods,  Morgan  L.  Smith  and  Wm. 
Harrow  fought  from  half  past  3  in  the  afternoon  with  almost  unparalleled  gal- 
lantry, clinging  to  their  positions  and  holding  them  in  the  end  against  the 
fierce  and  repeated  assaults  of  Hood's  Corps. 

The  Divisions  of  Generals  Leggett  and  Giles  Smith  were  for  a  time  sur- 
rounded and  fought  from  both  sides  of  their  line  of  intrenchments,  changing 
the  front  of  their  line  of  battle  during  the  afternoon  tour  or  five  times. 

General  Logan  learned  of  General  McPherson's  death  very  soon  after  it 
occurred,  and,  being  the  senior  officer,  at  once  assumed  command  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  ;  and  a  little  later  General  Sherman  sent  oi-ders  by  officers  of 
his  own  staff  placing  General  Logan  regularly  in  command. 

The  members  of  McPherson's  staft",  excepting  only  his  personal  aides,  reported 
to  General  Logan  for  duty,  and  served  with  him  the  remainder  of  tlie  day  and 
while  he  retained  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

It  has  not  been  my  purpose  in  this  paper  to  attempt  to  describe  the  battle  of 
July  22nd.  What  I  have  given  in  detail  was  but  preliminary  to  the  main  con- 
test which  began  in  earnest  soon  after  McPherson's  death,  and  about  the  time 
General  Losran  assimied  the  command. 
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The  history  of  this  memorable  and  hotl}'  contested  engagement  ought  to  be 
written  in  detail,  giving  full  credit  to  the  regiments,  brigades  and  divisions  of 
the  15th,  i6th  and  17th  Corps,  but  I  leave  this  work  to  some  one  of  the  promi- 
nent officers  of  our  army,  who  can,  without  doubt,  do  full  justice  to  the  subject 
and  to  all  who  participated  in  the  fight.  And  I  here  wish  to  state  emphatically, 
that  the  true  object  of  this  paper  is  to  give  the  nearest  possible  account  of  the 
incidents  immediately  attending  the  death  of  General  McPherson. 

The  battle  of  July  22nd  lasted  till  g  o'clock  at  night,  ending  in  a  coinplete 
victory  for  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  the  able  leadership  and  masterly 
direction  of  its  commander,  Major-General  John  A.  Logan. 

W.  E.  Strong, 
Late  Inspector -General  Army  of  the  Tenttessee. 

Chicago,  August  S5,  1876. 

Note. — Two  days  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  I  went  to  the  spot 
where  General  McPherson  fell,  accompanied  by  General  A.  Hickenlooper.  I 
found  \vithout  difficulty  the  tree  under  which  his  remains  were  lying.  The 
tree  was  four  or  six  inches  in  diameter,  and  General  Hickenlooper,  with  his 
knife,  cut  upon  it  in  distinct  letters  General  McPherson's  name,  with  the 
words,  "Atlanta,  July  22nd,  1S64,"  and  in  addition  a  placard  was  nailed  to  the 
tree,  bearing  the  General's  name  and  date  of  death.  A  day  or  two  later.  Gen- 
eral O.  M.  Poe,  U.  S.  Engineer  and  of  General  Sherman's  staff,  had  the  tree 
photographed,  and  the  picture,  a  copy  of  which  I  have,  shows  distinctly  not 
only  the  tree,  but  the  placard  and  the  General's  name  and  date  of  death  cut  by 
General  Hickenlooper,  as  mentioned.  I  ujiderstand  the  tree  has  been  cut 
down  and  removed,  but  that  the  stump  still  remains,  and  that  a  monument  has 
been  erected  near  it  by  General  Thomas  Ruger  and  staff.  The  maps  of  Gen- 
erals Poe  and  Hickenlooper  show  the  locality  where  General  McPherson  fell, 
accurately,  I  think. 

Wm.  E.  Strong, 
Late  Inspector -General,  etc. 

Chicago,  October  25,  1S7S. 

Note. — Under  date  of  December  26,  1S78,  General  Strong 
encloses  the  following,  with  the  request  that  I  append  it  to  his 
paper: 

Chicago,  III.,  December  22,  1S7S. 
General  W.  E.  Strong  : 

Dear  General: — The  following  short  account  of  the  part  which  my  regi- 
ment, the  15th  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  took  in  the  battle  of  July  22nd, 
1S64,  may  be  of  interest  to  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

The  15th  Michigan  was  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  15th  Army  Corps.  About 
I  o'clock  p.  M.  we  received  orders  to  pass  to  the  left  of  the  15th  Army  Corps 
and  reconnoitre  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  junction  with  the  right  of  the 
17th  Corps.  We  started  on  a  double-quick,  and  in  a  few  minutes  struck  a 
body   of  Confederate  soldiers   which    were  passing  down    the  bed   of  Sugar 
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Creek.  After  a  severe  skirmish  they  surrendered — 167  men,  17  officers,  and 
captured  two  stand  of  colors.  Among  them  were  the  men  who  killed  General 
McPherson.  We  found  on  one  of  the  privates  General  McPherson's  belt. 
This  command  was  a  part  of  two  rebel  regiments.  The  Major  commanding 
said  they  had  killed  a  General  officer  ;  he  thought  it  was  General  McPherson, 
which  aiterwards  proved  to  be  true. 

Captain  Lapoint,  of  B  Company,  was  sent  to  the  rear  with  the  prisoners, 
and  the  articles  taken  from  McPherson's  body  were  delivered  by  him  to  one 
of  General  McPherson's  staff. 

We  afterwards  presented  one  of  the  colors  to  General  W.  T.  Clark,  Acting 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  ;  the  other  was  brought  home 
and  presented  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Should  vou  consider  the  above  facts  of  any  interest  to  the  Society,  or  if  they 
will  be  of  any  value  to  your  report  on  the  death  of  General  McPherson,  you 
will  please  use  them  as  your  good  judgment  dictates. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Bell,  . 
Major  loth  Michigan   V.    V.  I. 

General  J.  H.  Wilson  made  some  very  interesting  remarks  upon 
General  McPherson  about  as  follows: 

I  came  in  from  California  with  McPherson  by  the  Isthmus,  in 
1S61.  He  had  just  received  his  appointment  as  Captain  of  a  new 
infantry  regiment,  and  had  been  ordered  in  for  the  purpose  of 
helping  to  raise  and  organize.  He  knew,  however,  that  he  would 
receive  his  appointment  as  Captain  of  Engineers  by  the  time  he 
reached  Washington,  and  while  he  expressed  himself  as  entirely 
willing  to  take  a  command  in  the  line,  he  said  to  me  often  during 
the  trip  that  his  highest  ambition  was  to  be  a  captain  of  engineers, 
and  be  ordered  to  raise  and  command  a  company  of  engineer  sol- 
diers, with  me  as  his  first  lieutenant.  We  discussed  the  subject 
fully  and,  in  the  light  of  the  reputation  McClellan  had  made  with 
a  similar  command  in  the  Mexican  war,  we  were  confident  we 
could  have  no  better  fortune  than  such  a  command  would  give  us. 
Curiously  enough  we  were  both,  after  waiting  ten  days  in  Wash- 
ington, detailed  to  recruit  engineer  soldiers  in  Boston.  He 
remained  on  that  duty  for  about  six  months,  and  was  ordered  to 
report  to  Halleek  in  the  fall — I  was  relieved  at  the  end  of  six 
weeks  to  take  part  in  the  Port  Royal  expedition. 

And  on  his  motion. 

Resolved,     That  the   paper  read  by   General  Strong  be  spread 
upon  the  records  of  the  Society,  and  that   our    thanks    are    fully 
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accorded   him  for  com2:)iring  and  presenting  the  information  con- 
tained therein. 

Captain  Beem  in  presenting  the  following  preamhle  and  resolu- 
tion, 

Whereas,  Lieutenant  Benner,  formerly  a  volunteer  officer  and 
lately  of  the  regular  army,  cheerfully  surrendered  his  life  in  an 
heroic  effort  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the  peojDle  of  the  South, 
afflicted  with  the  scourge  of  yellow  fever;  therefore,  be  it 

'■'Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  contemplate  his  heroic  death  with  mingled  feelings  of 
admiration  and  sorrow — admiration  at  the  sublimity  of  his  cour- 
age, and  sorrow  that  such  an  one  as  he  should  be  taken  from  the 
land  he  loved  so  fondly  and  served  so  faithfully,  and  fioin  the 
household  that  cherished  him  so  dearly;  and  that  while  wc  cannot 
materially  lessen  the  anguish  of  his  bereaved  widow  and  father- 
less children,  we  can  at  least  send  them  an  assurance  tiiat  we  sliare 
in  their  sorrow  and  in  their  irreparable  loss. 

■'■Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  spread  upon  the 
records  of  this  Society,  and  a  copy  thereof  be  forwarded  to  the 
widow  of  Lieutenant  Benner,  by   the    corresponding   vSecretarv," 

Said: 

The  heroisni  displayed  bv  volunteering  in  such  a  hazardous 
mission  showed  that  Lieutenant  Benner  was  truly  a  typical 
"American  soldier.  Those  present  that  stood  by  the  death-beds  of 
thousands  in  the  late  war.  and  never  saw  one  regret  that  he  was 
dying  in  the  cause  in  which  he  had  enlisted,  like  Captain  Nash, 
of  the  Revolution,  their  sole  sorro^v  was  they  each  had  but  one 
life  to  give.  The  war  had  taught  us  this  fact,  that  by  its  educa- 
tion two  attributes,  the  highest  and  noblest  in  man,  honor  and 
courage,  had  been  developed  in  man^-  where  it  would  otherwise 
have  slumliered  forever,  and  that  instead  of  it  demoralizing  and 
destroying  the  manhood  of  the  nation,  it  developed  and  ennobled, 
and  made  them  better  citizens  by  reason  of  this  service.  Lieuten- 
ant Benner  had  been  a  volunteer  soldier,  and  he  was  but  the 
result  of  that  education.  In  his  death,  bjittling  as  he  was  against 
a  subtle  unseen  foe,  it  would  seem  as  though  the  sacrifice 
so  nobly  made,  would  stifle  forever  the  suspicion  that  any 
animosity  3'et  lingers  in  the  breast  of  a  Northern  soldier  toward 
their  former  enemies.  [Applause,]  We  know  that  when  the 
war  passions  raged  incandescent  we  had  no  other  feeling  toward 
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them  than  that  of  sorrow.  Animosity,  hatred  nor  revenge  ever 
had  a  home  in  our  breasts  since  the  war;  and  Lieutenant 
Benner  iUustrated  the  feeHng  of  his  former  companions  in  service 
when  he  sprung  to  the  opportunity  to  assist  in  alleviating  the  dis- 
tress among  our  Southern  citizens.  All  the  way  down  the  cor- 
ridors of  Time  has  come  the  story  of  Leonidas,  of  the  fabled  Cur- 
tius,  of  Winkelried,  of  Eustace  St.  Pierre,  who  gave  up  his  bod}' 
for  food  to  the  starving  garrison  at  Calais.  Around  their  names 
hangs  a  halo,  bright,  beautiful  and  imperishable,  and  side  by  side 
with  them,  on  the  pages  of  history,  henceforth  will  be  found  the 
name  of  Lieutenant  Benner.      [Applause.] 

General  Raum  and  others  spoke  of  Lieutenant  Benner  in  terms 
of  high  commendation. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  General  Leggett: 

Resolved^  That  the  hearty,  sincere  thanks  of  the  Society  are 
hereby  extended  to  the  Local  Executive  Committee  for  the 
thorough  manner  they  have  arranged  for  the  care  of  the  Society 
at  this_  reunion. 

The  President  said  he  knew  of  no  other  business  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Society  except  the  banquet,  and  a  motion  to  adjourn 
providing  for  the  same,  would  be  in  order,  if  there  were  none.  He 
congratulated  the  members  present  on  the  success  of  the  meeting, 
their  careful  attention  to  business,  and  thanked  them  for  the  cour- 
tesy to  himself,  hoping  to  meet  all  at  the  next  reunion. 

On  motion  of  General  Strong,  the  President  declared  the  twelfth 
annual  meeting  adjourned. 

L.  M.  Dayton, 

Recordifio-  Secrctarv- 
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BANQLTET. 

The  Local  Committee  had  arranged  that  the  Annual  Banquet 
should  be  held  at  the  Bates  House  on  the  evening  of  the  31st.  At 
nine  o'clock  the  dining  room  was  thrown  open  to  the  Society  and 
the  guests  of  the  Committee — among  the  latter  were  General  C. 
C.  Augur,  U.  S.  A.  and  a  part  of  his  staff';  General  Jeff".  C.  Davis, 
General  Dunn,  U.  S.  A.,  General  Charles  Cruft,  Captain  Frank- 
lin, U.  S.  Nav}',  Captain  Law,  Governor  Williams  and  ex-Ciov- 
ernor  Hendricks  of  Indiana,  Governor  Bishop  of  Ohio,  and  Sen- 
ator McDonald  of  Indiana. 

A  number  of  ladies  were  also  present,  a  most  pleasant  feature 
of  the  banquet. 

Prayer  having  been  offered  by  the  Rev  M.  W.  Reed,  the  Presi- 
dent invited  all  to  be  seated  and  the  dinner  was  discussed  as  usual, 
the  band  in  the  meantime  discoursing  most  pleasing  music.  Af- 
ter an  hour  had  clasped,  occupied  in  this  manner,  the  President 
called  the  attention  of  the  party  and  announced  the 

First  Toast: — ''•The  President.'' 

Response  by  General  Green  B.  Raum,  who,  being  presented, 
said: 

Mr  President: 

I  am  sorry  your  committee  did  not  entrust  to  abler  hands 
the  duty  of  responding  to  this  toast.  The  office  of  President  of  the 
LT^nited  States  is  equal  in  dignity,  in  responsibility  and  power  to 
tliat  of  any  hereditary  monarchy.  It  is  the  glory  of  our  system 
that  the  President  reaches  his  high  position,  not  by  the  accident  of 
birth,  but  bv  the  will  of  the  great  people  expressed  through  the 
ballot-box;  but  the  chief  glory  of  our  institutions  is  that  there  is  no 
impediment  in  our  laws  to  any  native  born  citizen  aspiring  to  that 
high  office.  When  we  look  back  upon  the  long  line  of  illustrious 
men  who  have  filled  the  office  of  President,  and  study  the  time  in 
which  each  one  performed  his  part,  we  are  prepared  to  say  that, 
with  rare  exceptions,  they  have  filled  with  full  measure  the  just 
expectations  of  the  people. 
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These  duties  are  performed,  day  by  day,  in  the  presence  of  the 
whole  nation,  and  are  subject  to  and  receive  the  constant  criticism 
of  the  people;  and  the  history  of  the  country  shows  that  no  Presi- 
dent has  had  the  fortune  to  avoid  the  unfriendly  criticism  of  some 
of  the  leading  men  of  the  party  that  elected  him  to  office.  This  is 
scarcely  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  consider  the  diversity  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  all  jjublic  acts  and  the  liability  of  the  wisest 
men  to  err,  and  the  American  people  have  a  right  to  be  proud  of 
the  fact  that  however  men  may  criticise  the  acts  of  any  of  our 
Presidents,  they  have  one  and  all  been  regarded  as  honest  men. 
A  few  of  our  Presidents  will  be  recognized  as  long  as  tiuiLj  lasts 
as  born  leaders  of  men.  Notably  amongst  them  are  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Jackson,  Lincoln  and  Grant.  Our  Presidents  have  not 
been  hedged  around  with  pomp  and  show,  but  springing  from  the 
people  they  are  accessible,  at  all  times  to  the  people,  and  by  their 
simplicity  of  habits  and  manner  have  been  exemplars  of  our  dem- 
ocratic institutions.  And  President  Hayes,  true  to  the  traditions 
of  our  country,  fully  illustrates  how  an  American  citizen  may  be 
elevated  to  this  great  office  without  losing  his  manly  balance. 

His  life  is  ordered  with  the  simplicity  and  regularity  of  a  pri- 
vate citizen,  and  he  exercises  his  official  powers  with  a  degree  of 
justice  and  moderation  w^orthy  of  the  commendation  and  approval 
of  the  American  people. 

It  is  not  becoming  to  this  occasion  that  I  should  bring  Into  my 
remarks  anything  that  would  awaken  discussion  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  particular  acts.  I  know  that  what  is  known  as  his  conciliating 
action  toward  the  South  has  been  criticised  by  many  good  men 
who  aided  in  his  election.  And  I  am  frank  to  state  that  at  first 
view  it  is  difficult  for  a  man  who  insists  upon  a  rigid  enforcement 
of  the  laws  to  approve  all  acts  which  have  been  done  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  policy  of  conciliation.  We  must  bear  in  mind  that  the 
chief  executive  has  a  duty  to  perform  in  addition  to  the  mere  en- 
forcement of  the  law,  and  that  is  to  awaken  in  the  breasts  of  all  men 
a  sentiment  favorable  to  the  observance  of  the  law.  And  I  say 
to  you  to-night,  that  in  my  opinion  this  is  the  idea  behind  many  acts 
that  have  not  been  regarded  with  favor  by  some  of  the  President's 
political  friends.  President  Hayes  has  l)y  his  course  put  the  South- 
ern people  on  trial  before  the  country,  and  1  apprehend  that  if  af- 
ter all  he  has  done  to  bring  them  back  to  their  duty,  they  continue  to 
violate  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Government  by  a  denial 
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of  the  rights  of  free  assembhige,  free  speech,  a  free  ballot  and 
equal  protection  of  the  laws  to  all  citizens,  he  will  leave  no  legal 
effort  untried  to  protect  all  men  in  those  rights,  and  will  receive 
the  cordial  and  earnest  support  not  only  of  all  Republicans  through 
the  land,  but  a  large  proportion  of  law-abiding  Democrats  of  the 
country,  for  after  all  the  native  honesty  and  justice  of  the  American 
people  can  be  relied  upon  to  secure  to  all  men  everywhere  those 
inalienable  rights  upon  which  our  system  of  government  is  found- 
ed. And  while  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee  has  furled 
its  flags  and  is  pursuing  the  walks  of  peace,  I  think  I  am  not 
overshooting  the  mark  to  sa\-,  that  if  need  be  to  protect  those 
rights  and  maintain  inviolate  and  in  its  purity  the  elective  fran- 
chise, it  would  again  unfurl  those  flags,  and  would  march  to  the 
spot  where  the  danger  threatened,  remain  while  that  danger  lasted, 
or  return  no  more. 

Second  Toast: — '■'■Indiana.'''' 

Response  by  Ex-Governor  Hendricks. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen: 

Because  of  her  central  position  in  the  country,  Indiana  is 
specially  sensitive  to  every  influence  that  aflects  the  general  wel- 
fare. Located  midway  among  the  States,  she  participates  with 
all  of  them  in  their  prosperity  and  shares  with  them  their  adver- 
sity. She  cannot  ever  be  in  different  to  the  condition  of  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Even  her  selfishness  would  make  her  anx- 
ious for  the  welfare  of  every  other  State  and  section.  Great  lines 
of  travel  and  commerce  lie  across  her  territory,  and  she  feels  the 
enormous  business  transactions  between  the  East  and  the  West, 
as  the  trains  go  and  come.  So  also  she  feels  the  sentiments  and 
passions  of  other  sections,  which  control  or  modify  public  meas- 
ures and  policies;  and  she  cannot  be  indifferent  whether  the  re- 
sults are  likel}'  to  hurt  labor  in  its  employment  and  just  compen- 
sation, or  to  make  property  and  its  ownership  insecure.  By  her 
geographical  position  and  by  her  important  relations  to  the  general 
business  ol"  the  country,  Indiana  gives  to  every  section  an  assur- 
ance of  her  conservatism  and  of  her  devotion  to  justice  and  sta- 
bility. Both  b}^  position  and  interest  she  is  indissolubly  bound  to 
the  entire  countr^'. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  in  great  battles  and  by  many  deeds 
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of  individual  heroism,  made  an  imperishable  record.  It  was  all  to 
preserve  our  institutions;  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 
By  every  consideration  of  material  interests,  as  well  as  by  strong 
sentiments  of  patriotism,  the  people  of  Indiana  are  held  in  power- 
ful support  of  the  legitimate  results  of  the  war. 

You  and  I,  Mr.  President,  believe  that  general  intelligence 
deepens  and  strengthens  popular  support  of  free  institutions.  It 
is  proper  for  me  then  to  say  that  Indiana  is  up  with  the  foremost 
of  the  States  and  nations  in  the  cause  of  general  education.  Her 
system  now  reaches  into  every  neighborhood — I  may  say  into 
every  household.  Her  free  schools  now  number  13,781,  and  the 
children  at  school  =^26,077 — 14  regiments  of  teachers  and  ^36  regi- 
ments of  scholars,  supported  by  the  largest  school  fund  held  by 
any  State,  is  Indiana's  contribution  to  the  cause  of  general  educa- 
tion. The  management  and  course  of  study  have  been  made  so 
attractive  that  at  the  Paris  exposition  no  people  drew  higher 
honors  for  the  excellence  and  efficiency  of  their  schools.  I  might 
add  that  there  are  many  flourishing  schools,  academies  and  colleges 
not  under  State  control  but  under  the  patronage  and  support  of 
individuals  and  churches. 

The  mnle  population  of  the  State  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  as  it  appears  upon  the  official  records,  now  numbers  4^1,026. 
Such  an  enumeration  justifies  a  large  estimate  of  those  capable  of 
prosecuting  our  industries  and  of  defending  the  country  in  case  of 
war.  In  1S61  the  population  of  the  State  was  very  much  less  than 
now,  yet  at  the  commencement  and  during  the  progress  of  the 
war  she  sent  into  the  tield  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  an  addition  of  fifty  thousand  of  State  militia  (or  brief  periods  of 
active  service.  I  need  not  say,  in  this  presence,  that  better  troops 
were  never  organized,  for  many  of  the  regin:ents  were  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  participating  in  the  hardships  as  well  as 
the  glory  of  the  great  army. 

We  have  no  drouths  or  other  enemies  of  agriculture,  and  our 
lands  are  of  exhaustless  fertility,  and  therefore  Indiana  may  at  all 
times  be  relied  upon  for  her  full  contribution  to  the  commerce  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  support  of  such  military  and  naval  forces 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  may   require. 

Perhaps  I  have  already  said  too  much  in  commendation  of  In- 
diana, but  I  must  be  allowed  to  claim  for  her  still  another  merit; 
She  has  a  heart  big  enough  and  warm  enough   to   appreciate   the 
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lieroic  achievements  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  of  those 
other  co-operating  armies  that  "have  preserved  us  a  nation." 

The  name  of  the  great  Captain  whose  genius  conceived,  and 
whose  strategic  and  tactical  skill  conducted  the  "March  to  the 
Sea,"  will  live  in  the  memory  of  the  Indiana  school-boy  long  after 
XenojDhon's  memorable  march  from  the  Tigris  to  the  Black  Sea 
shall  have  been  forgotten  by  scholars. 

A  great  Athenian  orator,  statesman  and  general  made  the  safety 
of  his  soldiers  the  object  of  his  special  solicitude.  He  hazarded 
unnecessarily  no  battle  the  result  of  which  was  doul)tful,  and 
which  he  foresaw  would  involve  a  needless  sacrifice  of  human  life. 
When  at  the  point  of  death,  he  claimed  as  the  "greatest  and  most 
honorable  part  of  his  character,  that  no  Athenian,  through  his 
means,  ever  put  on  mourning." 

Indiana  appreciates  the  fact  that  whilst  under  the  command  of 
General  Sherman,  opportunities  were  made  and  given  for  great 
achievements;  at  the  same  time  individual  happiness  and  the 
pul)lic  welfare  were  promoted  by  the  care  taken  of  the  lives  of 
the  soldiers.  This  fact  is  indelible  upon  the  memory  of  Indiana. 
It  was  gratifying  to  the  people  of  the  State,  when  the  command- 
ers from  others  States,  in  their  orations  last  night,  spoke  in  such 
unqualified  and  emphatic  terms  of  commendation  of  the  Indiana 
soldiery  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  I  thank  them  for  it. 
While  it  may  possibly  be  true  that  no  other  Captain  would  have 
led  the  army  to  the  sea,  it  is  as  probably  true  that  he  could  have 
led  no  other  army  past  Altanta  to  the  sea. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen,  speaking  for  the  State  and  peo- 
ple, in  response  to  the  toast,  I  bid  you  a  cordial  welcome — I  do 
more,  I  thank  you  for  making  our  Capital  the  place  of  this  meeting. 

The  remarks  of  Governor  Hendricks  were  commended  Iw  earn- 
est applause  at  many  points. 

Mu.sic  by  the  Band. 

Third  Toast: — •'■The  Railroad  in  Peace  and   War.'''' 

Response  by  General  J.  H.  Wilson. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Comrades: 

I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  you   have    conferred    upon 
me,  by  asking  me  to  respond  to   the    toast   which   has  just    been 
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proposed,  and  I  would  like,  above  all  things,  to  acquit  myself  of 
the  duty  imposed  upon  me  in  a  manner  which  would  entitle  me 
to  3'our  approbation,  but  I  must  confess  that  I  hardly  know  how 
to  express  myself  in  fitting  terms  upon  a  theme  so  interesting  and 
comprehensiye.  I  haye  been  requested,  in  writing,  to  limit  my 
remarks  to  ten  minutes,  and  my  only  regret  in  the  premises,  after 
listening  to  the  eloquent  speeches  with  which  we  haye  been  fav- 
ored by  those  who  have  preceded  me,  is  that  I  had  not  been  limited 
to  fiye  minutes.  I  do  not  doubt  that  you  will  wish  before  I  get 
through  with  what  I  have  to  say  that  I  had  been  limited  to  one 
minute  or  been  excused  altogether.  1  don't  know  what  genius 
arranged  the  order  of  proceeding.s  this  evening,  or  how  he  could 
possibly  haye  got  me  so  far  up  to  the  front.  My  subject  is  not 
one  well  calculated  to  stir  up  the  merriment  of  the  boys,  nor  is 
this  an  occasion  for  a  philosophical  discpiisition,  hence  I  had 
hoped  that  I  would  be  assigned  a  place  low  down  on  the  list,  or 
to  use  a  phrase  all  of  you  will  understand,  back  with  the  wagon 
train.  I  feel  very  much  as  a  classmate  of  mine  by  the  name  of 
Borland. must  have  felt  when  he  was  called  upon  by  the  Profess- 
or of  Law  and  Ethics,  to  give  some  account  of  Grotius  and  his 
writings  upon  International  Law.  He,  (Borland,  not  Grotius,) 
went  to  the  blackboard,  and  after  writing  his  name  with  a  flourish, 
he'rubbed  it  out  and  wrote  it  over  again  many  times,  stepped  back 
and  looked  at  it  from  all  possible  positions,  then  stepped  forward 
and  worked  out  all  the  possible  permutations  and  combinations 
of  the  letters  composing  his  name.  Ifyou  had  seen  the  way  he 
spread  himself,  and  put  in  time  on  that  name,  you  would  have 
supposed  he  intended  to  write  a  geneological  history  of  the  Bor- 
land family,  with  a  biographical  sketch  of  all  the  male  members 
thereof,  from  Borland  the  first  of  the  name,  down  to  the  late 
Senator  from  Arkansas.  After  he  got  the  Borland  ^-i^ed  up  to  suit 
him,  which  consumed  at  least  thirty  minutes,  he  wrote  "Grotius" 
with  the  same  circumspect  deliberation  and  painstaking  care,  and 
got  in  about  fifteen  minutes  on  that.  He  then  filled  up  the  board 
with  a  very  elaborate  version  of  the  Arkansas  traveler,  written  in 
a  minute  hand,  which,  as  the  Professor  was  near-sighted  or  dim- 
sighted,  he  could  not  read,  but  which  Borland's  classmates  fully 
understood  and  enjoyed.  This  consumed  ten  minutes  more.  The 
fact  is,  my  friend  Borland  was  fighting  for  time,  and  trying  to 
"bugle  it."     He  was  praying  for  the   bugle   to   blow    for  the    dis- 


Of  the  Army  of  the   Tennessee.  265 

missal  of  the  section.  lie  had  only  the  vaguest  ideas  of  Grotius, 
and  played  his  game  desperately  to  get  ofl' without  reciting  at  all, 
or  still  hetter  without  confessing  his  ignorance.  The  rest  of  the 
section  were,  however,  unusually  well  prepared  that  da}',  and  with 
fiendish  proficiency  hurried  through  with  their  recitations,  till 
finally  Borland  was  left  alone  in  his  glory,  just  one  minute  before 
time  was  up.  Fate  was  against  him  and  he  was  called  upon  to 
recite.  Shouldering  his  pointer  he  faced  the  music  like  a  man. 
Nearly  20  years  have  passed,  and  the  incidents  of  my  youth  are 
fading  into  dim  forgetfulness,  but  I  can  tell  you  exactly  how  he 
got  through  with  Grotius.  It  always  struck  me,  and  now  that  I 
recall  the  scene,  it  strikes  me  again,  that  he  covered  all  that  was  to 
be  said  of  that  illustrious  man.  Trembling  with  disappointment 
and  dark  with  rage,  he  said:  "I  am  required  to  discuss  Grotius 
and  his  writings  upon  International  Law.  Grotius — he  was  born 
—he  arose  like  a  mighty  luminary  dispelling  the  darkness  around 
him — and  Grotius — he  died!  and and." Here  the  welcom- 
ing sound  of  old  Benz's  bugle  broke  in  to  his  infinite  relief, 
whereupon  the  Professor  said:  there,  that  will  do  Mr.  Borland, 
you  can  tell  us  the  remainder  of  what  you  know^  about  Grotius 
some  other  time. 

This,  I  think,  disposes  of  about  seven  minutes  and  thirty  seconds 
of  my  time.  Poor  Borland  never  finished  that  recitation,  and  the 
world  is  in  darkness  as  to  what  he  knew  about  Grotius.  The 
civil  war  broke  out  and,  as  you  all  know,  poor  old  Grotius  cut 
but  a  slight  figure  In  that  dreadful  struggle.  Borland  seceded 
along  with  Arkansas;  lived  through  privation,  poverty  and  danger, 
and  when  last  heard  from  was  figuring  as  a  clerk  on  a  small  stern- 
wheel  steamer  navigating  the  waters  of  his  native  State. — This 
lets  me  out  on  two  minutes  more.  The  fact  is,  in  addition  to  feel- 
ing like  Borland  upon  the  occasion  just  mentioned,  I  also  feel  very 
much  like  the  Irishman  who  ran  for  the  x\ssembly  in  the  old  fifth 
ward  of  New  York.  He  was  called  upon  to  address  the  citizens 
o'i\\\%  dcestricf,  which  he  did  in  the  following  style:  Fellow-citi- 
zens:— I'm  not  much  of  a  hand  for  shtump  spaking,  but  for  enter- 
prise and  patriotism,  leping  the  bounty,  and  undying  hostility  to 
the  draft,  I  bate  the  divil. 

This  consumes  the  amount  of  time  allotted  to  me,  but  with  your 
permission  I  will  tell  you,  even  at  this  late  hour,  what  I  know 
about  the  railroad  as  the  great  civilizer;  and,  gentlemen,  this  is  a 
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subject  not  to  be  lightly  treated  :  it  is  broad  and  fiir  reaching  in  its 
scope.  The  railroad  is  indeed  the  great  civilizer.  Without  it  the 
verj'  ground  we  stand  on  to-night  would  be  almost  a  w^ilderness. 
I  shall  not  detain  you  with  a  history  of  the  Genesis  of  railroads, 
nor  a  discussion  of  the  manifold  changes  which  railroad  construc- 
tion has  undergone  since  the  first  germs  of  it  were  invented.  I 
shall  not  undertake  to  discuss  the  many  profound  questions  and 
problems  which  have  presented  themselves  in  connection  with 
railroads  throughout  the  civilized  world.  As  you  all  know,  per- 
haps, the  first  raih'oads  w^ere  built  to  carry  minerals  from  the  mines 
to  furnaces  near  by,  and  were  worked  with  horses.  The  invention 
of  the  steam  engine  made  all  things  possible,  and  yet  railroads 
were  of  slow  growth  till  Stephenson  and  Erricson  perfected  the 
locomotive  engine.  Thenceforth  the  progress  of  railroads  sur- 
passed the  wildest  dreams  of  the  wildest  enthusiast.  To-day  there 
are  nearly  165,000  miles  of  railroad  in  operation  in  Europe,  Amer- 
ica and  the  colonies  of  European  nations,  and  80,000  of  which  are 
situated  in  the  United  States.  When  you  remember  that  the 
entire  system  is  less  than  fifty  years  old,  and  that  at  a  low  average 
it  cost  $60,000  per  mile  to  build  these  roads,  or  a  grand  total  of 
$9,650,000,000,  or  say  ten  billions  of  dollars,  or  the  work  of  666,000 
men  at  a  dollar  per  day  for  fifty  years,  working  three  hundred 
days  per  year.  The  amount  of  food,  clothing  and  education,  in 
short,  of  human  ^^rogress  and  civilization  \vhich  this  enormous  sum 
would  buy,  and  has  bought,  is  almost  inconceivable.  But  if  you 
undertook  to  estimate  the  amount  and  value  of  freight  transported 
by  rail,  or  the  number  of  passengers  carried  and  the  time  saved 
thereby,  you  are  lost  in  an  unmeaning  maze  of  figures.  The  fact 
is,  no  man  can  measure  by  tangible  means  or  any  effort  of  the 
understanding  the  benefit  railroads  have  conferred  upon  mankind. 
They  have  pojDulated  the  wilderness,  filled  up  our  waste  jDlaces, 
and  made  the  desert  to  blossom  as  a  rose.  In  the  earlier  days  of 
our  country  its  growth  was  slow,  because  the  pioneers  had  to  use 
wagons,  flat-boats,  canoes,  barges  and  finally  steamboats.  Settle- 
ments at  first  followed  the  course  of  the  greater  rivers  and  clung 
close  to  the  borders  of  the  sea  and  the  great  lakes.  Then  came 
the  railroads  with  their  swift-rushing  locomotives  and  their  great 
trains  of  cars,  pressing  into  the  wilderness  and  across  rivers  and 
mountains,  on  courses  drawn  straight  as  science  could  make 
them,  joining  sea-coast  and  interior,  and  lo  !  the  world  was  changed. 
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Every  one  has  Aladdin's  lamp  for  himself — Pullman's  cars.  Chi- 
cago, Cincinnati,  St.  Louis,  Indianapolis,  Columbus,  Louisville, 
Nashville,  Evansville  and  a  hundred  other  hamlets  grew  into  great 
and  beautiful  cities  like  the  creations  of  magic.  Rome,  London, 
Paris  and  Athens  are  older  than  the  Christian  era,  while  the  cities 
of  China  are  older  than  the  world  itself,  according  to  Mosaical 
chronology.  And  yet  they  are  all  rivaled,  if  not  surpassed,  in 
wealth,  population  and  grandeur  by  American  cities,  the  sites  of 
which  were  in  the  howling  wilderness  when  this  century  was 
born.  The  civilization  of  Asia  is  dcad^-A\\i\.  has  been  for  thousands 
of  years.  Progress  is  unknown,  only  where  the  Europeans  have 
gone  with  their  steamships  and  railroads.  America  is  instinct 
with  life  and  progress;  it  abounds  with  a  state  of  things  every- 
where the  very  opposite  of  what  obtains  in  Asia.  And  why  is 
this?  Something  is  due  to  race,  religion  and  form  of  government, 
but  more  is  due  to  the  newest  and  greatest  adjunct  of  civilization, 
the  railroad,  which  affords  the  means  and  stimulates  all  classes  to 
travel.  Prof.  Draper,  in  his  Thoughts  on  the  Civil  Policy  of 
America,  says  that  the  unity  of  our  country  depends  on  two  things: 
education  and  intercommunication;  and  that  it  should  be  a  settled 
principle  of  American  legislation  to  encourage,  in  every  possible 
manner,  facilities  for  intercommunication,  and  to  repress  all  things 
which  may  act  as  a  restraint.  This  lesson  should  sink  deeply  into 
our  minds;  indeed,  it  has  already  done  so.  Talleyrand,  speaking 
to  the  Emperor  Napoleon  of  the  American  Republic,  said:  "It  is 
a  great  giant  without  bones."  This  was  before  the  day  of  the 
railroad  and  may  have  then  been  true,  but  it  is  true  no  longer — 
the  bones  have  grown,  and  they  are  bones  of  iron  and  steel,  which 
extend  into  the  remotest  members,  strengthening  them  and  bind- 
ing them  together  so  that  no  convulsion,  whether  of  politics  or  of 
nature,  can  break  them  asunder. 

General  Wilson's  response  both  delighted  and  entertained  the 
listeners,  and  was  frequently  apjilauded. 

Music  by  the  Band. 

Fourth  Toast: — "  The  Armyr 

Response  by  General  Sherman. 

It  is  awkward  for  the  presiding  officer  at  a  banquet  to   respond 
to  a  toast,  but  the  subject  is  so  familiar  to  me,  that  out  of  deference 
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to  the  local  committee,  and  to  fill  the  space  on  our  jorogramme,  I 
will  say  a  few  words. 

By  the  word  "army"  I  infer  is  meant  the  present  military  force, 
which  is,  as  you  all  know,  scattered  in  small  garrisons  to  guard 
the  peace  of  our  ever  changing  frontier  against  savages  and  ene- 
mies to  public  peace  and  order.  These  troops  are  of  the  same 
blood  and  race  as  was  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  quite  as 
much  volunteers,  for  no  man  is  compelled  to  serve  as  an  officer  or 
soldier  in  this  country  w^ithout  his  voluntary  consent,  which  is  the 
true  line  of  distinction  between  the  volunteer  and  conscript.  Our 
present  army  is  a  "volunteer  army,"  and  they  are  as  sensible  to 
acts  of  kindness  and  sympathy  as  any  other  similar  body  of  men. 
They  are  always  made  glad,  and  are  much  encouraged  in  their 
labors  and  exposures,  by  the  knowledge  that  they  are  ever 
remembered  by  their  old  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
on  these  our  festive  occasions. 

Although  we  regard  this  as  a  time  of  profound  peace,  yet  the 
soldiers  and  ofticers  of  tlie  present  army  are  constantly  engaged 
in  conflicts  with  desperate  savages  who  give  no  cpiarter  and 
expect  none,  and  the  annual  record  of  killed  in  action  embraces 
many  names  of  as  gallant  soldiers  and  officers  as  ever  stormed  the 
hills  at  Resacca  or  struggled  in  the  deadly  conflicts  about  Atlanta. 

In  the  name  of  this  army  I  thank  this  Society  of  the  old  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  for  their  kindly  remembrance  of  their  fellow 
soldiers  who,  on  the  Western  plains  and  in  far  oft'  Idaho,  are  a 
this  moment  toiling  amid  rocks  and  deserts,  over  distances  which 
equal  the  longest  marches  made  l)}^  us  in  i86_|.-5,  with  no  wood  to 
make  camp  fires  and  no  sweet  jDotatoes  or  chickens  to  supplement 
their  hard  bread  and  bacon. 

In  his  remarks,  as  usual,  he  elicited  hearty  applause. 

Music  l)y  the  Band. 

Fifth  Toast: — '-The  Navy.'^ 

m 

Response  by  Captain  Franklin. 

In  being  called  upon  to  reply  to  the  toast,  "The  Navy,"  I  can- 
not help  regretting  that  the  mantle  should  not  have  fallen  upon  the 
shoulders  of  some  one  who  could  have  fulfilled  the  dut}'  with  more 
ability  than  ni3self.  When  the  distinguished  General  of  the  army 
did  me  the  honor  to  invite  me  to  accompany  him  to  assist  at   this 
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interesting  reunion,  I  had  hoped  to  be  present  here  as  a  silent  spec- 
tator of  these  gallant  men  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  whose 
deed?  of  valor  redounded  so  much  to  the  glory  of  our  arms,  and 
whose  work  was  so  greatly  instrumental  in  bringing  the  war  to  a 
successful  termination. 

In  a  war  of  such  magnitude  as  that  through  which  we  have 
passed,  and  conducted  as  it  was  almost  entirely  upon  the  land,  the 
naval  force  employed  was  very  small  when  compared  with  the 
great  armies  in  the  field.  Such  grand  demonstrations  as  this  are 
entirely  unknown  with  us,  but  we  are  always  glad  to  have  the 
privilege  of  meeting  our  comrades  of  the  army,  and  to  rejoice  with 
them  over  the  great  results  of  the  past. 

In  the  execution  of  movements  which  required  the  co-opera- 
tion of  both  arms  of  the  service,  I  am  sure  we  were  always  glad 
to  be  associated  with  the  army,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  do  not 
think  the  armv  will  be  willing  to  admit  that  they  desj^iscd  the 
association  with  the  gun-boats  of  the  navy. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  country  lias  done  with  war,  most  of 
all  with  domestic  strife,  but  should  trouble  of  any  kind  come  upon 
us,  I  am  sure  the  two  services  will  go  hand  in  hand  and  work  to- 
gether in  the  future  as  they  have  in  tlie  past,  to  sustain  the  renown 
of  this  great  republic. 

Music  by  the   Band. 

Sixth  Toast: — '■'■  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee?'' 

Response  by  General  Leggett. 

In  "^the  course  of  an  elegant  extempore  address,  he  alluded 
specially  to  the  particular  characteristics  of  that  army,  resulting 
from  the  Western  life  which  most  of  its  officers  and  members  had 
followed  before  entering  military  service.  The  Western  habits, 
the  wide  expanse  of  country  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed, 
the  spirit  and  love  of  adventure  which  formed  a  part  of  the  life  of 
every  young  man  who  had  grown  up  in  these  States,  all  had  their 
influence  in  forming  the  peculiarities, of  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see. And  then  they  had  also  Western  men  for  their  commanders 
— the  officers  were  of  the  same  stamp  as  the  men — they  were  men 
who  had  been  engaged  in  business  under  the  same  surroundings 
as  the  soldiers  they  were  called  upon  to  lead.  Their  first  great 
leader   (applause)   had    all   of  the   Western    characteristics    to   a 
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marked  extent.  He  had  the  iron  will,  he  was  careful  to  ascertain 
facts,  and  when  facts  were  understood  he  was  as  quick  as  light- 
ning to  utilize  his  knowledge.  General  Grant  was  wise  in  his 
selection  of  men  who,  acting  as  his  lieutenants,  should  make  up 
for  any  weak  points  of  which  he  might  himself  be  cognizant.  The 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  especially  fortunate  in  having  leaders 
who  understood  fully  the  character  of  the  men,  and  this  was  par- 
ticularly the  case  with  Grant,  Sheridan  and  Sherman.  [Applause.] 
The  remainder  of  the  General's  speech  was  devoted  to  further 
illustration  of  the  special  points  which  distinguished  the  career  of 
the  army  which  was  the  subject  of  his  toast. 

The  above  is  only  a  synopsis  of  General  Leggett's  response,  as  it 
was  extemporaneous,  and  your  Secretary  has  been  unable  to  get 
him  to  write  it  out.  He  received  marked  attention  and  frequent 
applause  on  the  happy  allusions  made  to  the  service  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee. 

The  President  said  he  would  modify  the  regular  programme  by 
introducing  some  vocal  music  and  called  upon  Captain  Church. 

Song  by  Captain  Church: — '■'•  Old  SliadyT 

Seventh  Toast: — '■'•The  Army  of  the  CiDiiberlandP 

Response  by  General  Jeff.  C.  Davis. 

Gentlemen: 

When  the  rusty  guns  of  Sumter  almost  leaped  from  their 
trunnion-beds  to  announce  to  the  incredulous  patriots  of  the  nation 
the  fact  that  political  demagoguery  and  sectional  animosities  had 
gotten  the  upj^er  hand  of  statesmanship  and  love  of  country — 
that  the  peace  and  unity  of  their  country  were  imperiled — that 
the  demon  of  civil  war  had  already  lighted  his  torches  in  Charles- 
ton Harbor,  the  newly  inaugurated  Executive  gave  but  feeble 
expression  to  their  thunder-toned  warnings,  when  he  called  for 
only  seventy-five  thousand  men  for  three  months,  with  which  to 
meet  the  emergency.  But  the  people  thus  aroused  would  harken 
to  no  such  halfway  measures — their  country  was  in  danger,  and 
an  additional  call  for  three  hundred  thousand  men  was  soon 
duplicated.  The  Capitol  of  the  nation  was  already  threatened 
with  capture  ;  the  flippantly  expressed  views  of  politicians  of  a 
sixty  days  war  were  unheeded  by  them — regiment  after  regiment 
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rushed  to  the  CapitoFs  defense.  There,  under  the  veteran  Scott, 
was  rapidly  organized  the  nucleus  of  "  the  Army  of  the  Potomac." 
But  the  speedy  organization  of  another  army  soon  hecame  impera- 
tive— the  horder  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  must  be  aided 
in  their  eftorts  to  remain  lo^al  to  the  Union.  At  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio,  as  if  by  magic,  sprang  into  existence  the  first  regiments  and 
brigades  of  "the  Army  of  the  Ohio."  Robert  Anderson,  a  Ken- 
tuckian  by  birth,  was  deemed  specially  qualified  to  meet  emergen- 
cies in  this  State — he  was  called  to  its  command — he  had  already 
elicited  the  admiration  of  his  countrymen  by  his  discretion  and 
firmness,  while  in  command  in  Charleston  Harbor.  There  with 
his  little  band  of  seventy-six  regular  troojjs,  it  was  he  who  first 
answered  treason's  guns.  Unfortunately,  recent  privations  and 
hardships  had  already  told  upon  his  delicate  constitution — he  was 
soon  compelled  to  relinquish  command  and  retire  permanently 
from  active  service  ;  but  his  laurels  won  at  Sumter  remained 
green  and  honored  by  his  countrymen,  wherever  he  went,  during 
the  remainder  of  his  invalid  life.  During  the  active  work  of 
organizing  and  pushing  forward  troops  to  meet  the  invading  Con- 
federate forces,  into  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  we  first  find  the 
name  of  W.  T.  Sherman  prominently  brought  before  the  public 
as  a  soldier.  In  reply  to  his  interlocutors  on  a  certain  occasion, 
he  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  require  two  hundred 
thousand  men  to  take  Chattanooga  and  re-establish  the  Federal 
authority  over  these  unfortunate  States.  It  was  suggested  that 
the  General's  head  was  not  very  level — high  officials  and  news- 
paper correspondents  made  merry  over  the  remark — it  was  thought 
a  joke,  good  enough  to  be  published  to  the  country.  He  was  not 
seeking  to  be  considered  a  prophet  in  his  own  countiy  or  he 
might  have  escaped  better.  Future  events  soon  showed  that  the 
soldier  did  not  miscalculate. 

On  the  retirement  of  General  Anderson  from  field  service,  Gen- 
eral Don  Carlos  Buell,  an  officer  of  gre.it  repute  in  the  regular 
army  for  his  high  professional  attainments,  resumed  command — 
he  had  been  a  close  student  of  his  profession.  Under  his  skill  and 
management  "  the  Army  of  the  Ohio"  may  be  said  to  have  received 
its  permanent  organization  and  much  of  its  splendid  initial  tuition 
and  training,  which  it  never  lost.  Mill  Springs  was  the  first  fight 
of  importance  of  any  of  its  troops  ;  it  resulted  in  a  Union  victory 
and  first  made  the  name   of  George   H.   Thomas    familiar   to   the 
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public  ear.  But  at  this  stage  of  the  war,  events  crowd  each  other 
in  such  rapid  succession  that  we  must  leave,  for  a  few  moments, 
"  the  Army  of  the  Ohio"  where  it  is,  and  ask  you  to  go  with  us 
to  Cairo  and  Paducah. 

Elated  by  small  and  sometimes  apparently  l)rilliant  successes, 
such  as  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Ball's  Bluff  and  Wilson's 
Creek,  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  seemed  to  have  considered 
their  resources  unlimited  and  the  prowess  of  their  troops  irresisti- 
ble, so  much  so  that  they  introduced  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  river  as  one  of  the  issues  of  the  war  and  began  to  erect 
hostile  batteries  on  its  banks.  No  act  could  have  excited  the  indig- 
nation of  the  people  of  the  great  Northwest  to  the  extent  that  this 
did — nothing  could  have  united  them  so  perfectly  in  favor  of 
prosecuting  the  war  with  vigor  to  the  bitter  end.  These  power- 
ful vStates,  in  both  fighting  men  and  other  resovnxes  of  war, 
decreed  at  once  the  downfall  of  the  Confederacy — rather  than  see 
the  free  navigation  of  this  great  pathway  of  commerce  to  the 
ocean  in  the  hands  of  any  foreign  power,  they  would  wage  war 
without  counting  the  cost.  As  formed  geographically,  the  Con- 
federate States  could  not  exist  any  length  of  time  without  control 
of  this  inland  sea,  from  Cairo  to  its  mouth  ;  its  turbid  waters  and 
deep  channel  split  It  in  twain.  Had  not  the  rebellion  been  doomed 
to  failure  at  its  conception,  this  act  alone  sealed  its  fate.  New 
regiments,  filled  to  the  full  extent  of  their  muster-rolls,  rushed 
to  the  camps  of  Grant  and  Smith,  around  Cairo  and  Paducah; 
Forts  Donelson  and  Henry  soon  fell — these  victories  filled  the 
country  with  rapturous  joy  and  placed  U.  S.  Grant  on  the  high 
road  to  leadership).  Here,  too,  was  formed  the  nucleus  of  •'  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee."  Sixteen  years  have  elapsed  since  then 
and  before  me  are  two  hundred  of  its  veterans.  How  gladly 
would  I  digress,  gentlemen,  a  little  further,  and  speak  of  your 
many  hardships,  battles  and  triumphs,  especially  the  grand  siege 
and  capture  of  Vicksburg,  but  I  must  return  to  my  text  and  find 
"  the  Army  of  the  Ohio."  We  left  it  in  Kentucky  !  where  do  we 
find  it  ?  Deflecting  a  little  from  its  beat  for  Chattanooga,  at  vShi- 
loh  ;  handsomely  dividing  the  glories  of  that  fierce  struggle  with 
their  future  comrades  in  the  war,  "  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee." 
Corinth  soon  fell  by  their  united  efforts.  They  separate — each 
enthusiastically  intent  on  executing  the  objects  for  which  they  had 
been  called  into   existence  ;  the    one    to    reopen    the    Mississippi 
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river,  the  other  to  take  Chattanooga.  In  a  few  weeks  after, 
breaking-  up  its  camps  around  Corinth,  "the  Ohio  Arm}-  "  pitches 
its  tents  near  Chattanooga.  Tlie  Confederate  army,  under  Gen- 
eral Braxton  Bragg,  however,  soon  forces  it  to  make  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  retrograde  movements  of  the  war.  It  retreats  to 
the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  the  place  of  its  birth.  The  reasons  for  this 
imaccountable  retreat  are,  like  many  other  things  which  hap- 
pened during  the  war,  and  which,  in  the  language  of  Dundreary, 
"  No  fellah  can  find  out."  Rapid  augmentation  by  new  regi- 
ments and  reorganization  soon  prepared  it  to  meet  its  audacious 
foe  again  at  Perryville.  Here  "  the  Army  of  the  Ohio"  won 
single-handed  its  first  big  battle.  It  was  its  last  engagement 
under  that  name.  It  was  immediatel}^  transferred  to  Nashville 
and  rechristened  the  "  Army  of  the  Cumberland."  Why  rechris- 
tened  is  another  puzzle  for  "Dundreary."  Now  for  its  history 
under  its  new  designation  and  leader,  Wm.  .S.  Rosecrans. 

Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close — the 
Potomac  Army  is   immovable    on    account   of  Virginia   rain   and 
Rappidiannock    mud    at   that  season  of  the  year.     The  Tennessee 
Army  is  struggling   amid    the   mud   and    overflows   of  the   lower 
Mississippi  river.     The  political  affairs  of  the  country — consequent 
upon    the    Emancipation    Proclamation — are    deemed    such   as   to 
demand  active  military  operations,  even  the  risk  of  a  big  battle  if 
necessar}'.     Illy   prepared   to   meet  such  emergencies,  or  grapple 
with  its   powerful   foe  at  Murfreesboro,  the    Cumberland    Army 
broke   up   its   camps  around   Nashville  on  the  36th  of  December, 
1S63,  and  gave  battle,  at  Stone  river,  a  few  days  after,  and  won  a 
signal  victory.     Its  organization,  discipline  and  pluck  were  thor- 
oughly tested  in  this  grand   struggle.     The    Executive   proclama- 
tion,  emancipating  the  slaves  of  the  iSouth,  took  date  and  became 
a  fixed  fact,  as  a  war  measure,  amid  the  roar  of  its  artillery  and 
the  din  of  its  musketry.    The  splendid  strategical  movements  com- 
mencing in  June,  1S63.  and  the  minor  engagements  of  this  Army, 
under  the  gifted  Rosecrans,  which  forced  the  enemy  to  evacuate 
Chattanooga,    and   at   the   same   time    supported    Grant  in  taking 
Vicksburg,  can  not  be  recited  in  a  short  speech.      Suffice  it  to  say 
they  were  grand  in  both  conception  and  execution.     The  object- 
ive  point  is   gained  ;  but  the  proud  veterans  of  Bragg  could  not 
brook  the  humiliation   of  having  thus  given   up  their  stronghold 
without  a  struggle.     They  demanded  an    opportunity    to   re-take 


2  74  Proceedings  of  the  Society 

their  abandoned  redoubts.  What  a  noble  exhibition  of  true  sol- 
diery ! — this  was  handsomely  met  by  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, when  it,  too,  left  its  cheaply  won  fortifications  and  gave  battle 
in  front- of  them.  The  calmness  of  a  September  morn  is  broken 
by  the  mutterings  of  Thomas'  artillery  on  the  left.  The  sun  had 
not  yet  reached  its  zenith,  when  three  miles  of  line  of  battle,  com- 
posed of  the  brave  sons  of  the  Northwest,  were  nobly  contesting 
the  bloodiest  field  of  battle  of  modern  tin:es,  except,  perhaps,  Get- 
tysburg. The  sun  sinks  beneath  the  horizon — two  brave  armies 
bivouac  on  their  ensanguined  lines.  The  rising  sun  awakens  the 
belligerents,  but  the  mist  of  early  morn  lingers,  as  if  to  stay  the 
further  effusion  of  blood  for  even  a  few  half  hours.  With  its 
disappearance  Longstreet's  Veteran  Corps  from  the  Confederate 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  announce  its  arrival  by  a  furious 
attack  upon  the  right.  This  made  the  odds  fearful  against  the 
veterans  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Yet  undismayed  and 
determined  to  win,  night  found  them  still  contesting  the  bloody 
field.  The  third  day  neither  army  sought  a  renewal  of  the  contest. 
The  movement  of  both  armies  on  the  fourth  day  suggested  a  di'awn 
battle.  It  found  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  behind  the  earth- 
works of  Chattanooga  and  their  foe  encamped  on  a  hard  earned 
field.  It  proved  a  barren  victory.  Chattanooga  was  still  the 
Union's  prize,  never  again  to  be  yielded  up.  Chickamauga  ! 
severest  struggle  of  the  war — with  what  pride  do  thy  veterans 
refer  to  the  day  they  fought  under  Rosecrans,  and  made  the  last 
struggle  on  the  field  with  the  unyielding  Thomas.  The  army  is  in 
Chattanooga,  but  its  communications  are  obstructed  ;  its  supplies 
cut  oft^  possibly  for  weeks.  The  foe  confronts  it  on  Missionary 
Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain  ;  half  rations  can  only  be  issued, 
and  finally  quarter  rations  can  only  be  I'elied  upon  ;  animals  are 
dying  by  the  hundred  ;  the  acorns  from  the  sturdy  oak  forests  of 
Waldren's  Ridge  are  gathered  and  roasted  to  appease  the  hunger  of 
many  a  soldier.  Thomas  is  in  command.  Solicitude  is  felt  through- 
out the  country  for  his  army.  In  resjDonse  to  anxious  inquiries  he 
answers,  "  I  can  and  will  hold  Chattanooga  until  we  starve" — he 
and  his  army  could  both  fight  and  starve  for  their  country.  They 
were  braving  hunger — but  listen  :  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  has 
completed  its  job — the  Mississippi  river  is  open  from  Lake  Itasca 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ;  the  Southern  Confederacy  is  cut  into  two 
parts — it  is  coming  to  Chattanooga  not  only  with  supplies,  and 
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open  communication  to  the  rear,  but  to  tight  hcncelorth  with 
their  old  comrades  of  Shiloh  and  Corinth.  Listen  again,  the 
artillery  at  Wauhatchee  Creek  announce  the  arrival  of  the  Eleventh 
and  Twelfth  Corps  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Hooker. 
They  have  opportunely  emigrated  West.  The  enemy's  position 
on  Missionary  Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain  is  now  doomed. 
Grant,  at  this  time  the  most  conspicuous  General  of  the  war,  is  in 
command.  Sherman  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
boldly  and  fiercely  attacks  the  enemy's  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Ridge  ;  Hooker  does  the  same  on  the  right  at  Lookout  Mountain, 
whether  above  or  below  the  clouds  remains  yet  unsettled — another 
conundrum  for  "  Dundreary."  Good  and  etlective  fighting  has 
been  done  on  both  flanks,  but  the  enemy  still  hold  the  Ridge,  with 
its  defiant  batteries  ;  constantly  announcing  his  determination  to 
hold  it  until  carried  by  assault.  It  was  near  the  sun's  setting, 
when  a  long  line,  composed  of  the  long  pent  up  battalions  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  moved  from  their  intrenchments  with 
orders  to  take  the  breastwork  at  the  base  of  the  Ridge.  But  the 
veterans  of  Buell,  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  never  did  things  by 
halves.  They  carried  the  first  line  of  works  as  ordered,  and  here, 
with  pride,  let  us  note  that  subliine  impulse  which  at  this  moment 
moved  the  veterans  of  the  ranks  to  push  forward  and  take  the 
Ridge  above  them — this  they  did — does  it  not  seem  as  if  the  great 
arbiter  of  battles  had  himself  unconsciously  "tipped  the  wink"  to 
the  brave  assailaiits  and  admonished  them  to  thus  end  the  conflict  ? 
The  leadership  here  exhibited  b}^  subordinate  commanders  in  so 
tpnckly  interpretating  the  situation  and  so  promptlv  acting  upon 
this  sudden  inspiration  of  their  men,  challenges  the  highest  admi- 
ration. They  saw  the  opportunity  and  seized  the  victory — the 
Cundierland  Army  dresses  its  lines  upon  the  heights  of  the  long 
coveted  Ridge.  Chattanooga  is  ours  henceforth  undisputed — 
with  its  Lookout  Mountain,  from  which  to  view  its  battle  fields  of 
Chickamauga,  Wauhatchee  and  Missionary  Ridge,  and  its  grand 
cemetery  of  the  Nation's  honored  dead — it  has  becoine  a  famous 
spot  on  the  military  map  of  oiu"  country,  for  all  time  to  come. 

The  month  of  Ma}',  1864,  finds  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee 
armies  united  under  Sherman  and  moving  upon  Atlanta  as  their 
objective  point.  Of  this  grand  campaign  and  its  many  skirmishes 
and  battles,  much  could  be  said  of  thrilling  interest,  but  want  of 
time  forces  us  rapidly  on  to  the  more  prominent  engagements  of 
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Rockyfaced  Ridge,  Buzzards'  Roost,  Resacca,  Rome — the  flank 
ing  of  the  Alatoonas,  Dallas,  New  Hope  Church  and  the  Kene- 
saw — memorable  twin  mountains  ;  twin  armies  are  fighting  in 
generous  rivalry  for  thy  beautiful  but  battery  crowned  slopes  and 
crests.  It  takes  weeks  of  fierce  fightitig  ;  bold  flanking  move- 
ments ;  and  at  last  the  heavy  assaulting  columns  to  win  thee — 
Nickajack  Creek,  the  passage  of  the  Chattahoochee  river.  Peach- 
tree  Creek,  bring  us  fairly  in  front  of  Atlanta.  She  is  defiant  in 
the  midst  of  her  fortifications.  Flank  movements  onl}^  develop 
the  length  and  strength  of  them  ;  weeks  of  fierce  skirmishing  and 
fighting  show  the  necessity  of  a  quick  and  bold  flanking  move- 
ment in  her  rear.  Sherman  is  "  the  right  man  in  the  right  place." 
His  armies  can  and  will  execute  such  movements  as  fearlessly  as 
he  bids  them. — Renfrow's  Cross  Roads  and  Jonesboro  tell  the 
story  ;  scarcely  had  the  attacking  columns  of  the  14th  Corps  pro- 
claimed the  result  of  their  irresistible  assaults  from  within 
the  enemy's  works  and  amid  his  abandoned  artillery,  than  a 
low  rumbling  sound,  as  from  distant  thunder,  is  heard  from  the 
direction  of  Atlanta,  twenty  miles  oft'.  It  is  the  enemy  blowing 
up  his  magazines.  A  few  hours  later  and  the  General  command- 
ing announces  to  the  army  and  country  that  "  Atlanta  is  ours  and 
fairly  won."  We  have  been  one  hundred  days  under  fire,  why 
not  rest  awhile  1  Hood  and  his  plucky  army  would  not  allow  it  ; 
he  is  quickly  in  our  i"ear  and  on  our  lines  of  communication.  He 
is  just  as  quickly  pursued  and  driven  oft'.  He  wants  Alatoona 
Pass,  with  its  immense  storehouses  of  supplies  ;  he  boldly  attacks 
and  fights  for  them  ;  he  can't  get  them — the  gallant  Corse  and  his 
invincible  little  brigades  are  there.  "  Can  they  hold  the  works" 
until  the  rapidly  advancing  succor  arrives  ?  They  did  do  it  !  The 
skill  and  valor  here  displayed  by  these  troops  justly  filled  the 
army  with  enthusiastic  admiration  for  both  commander  and  com- 
mand. But  we  must  speed  back  to  Atlanta  and  see  the  15th  and 
17th  Corps  of  the  Tennessee  Army,  the  14th  and  20th  CorjDS  of 
the  Cumberland  Army,  and  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  oft'  for  the  sea, 
with  Sherman  himself  in  command.  The  other  corps,  under 
Thomas,  remain  behind  to  look  after  Hood. 

Through  Georgia  we  go.  Sherman's  strategy  confuses  his 
shrewdest  opponents.  The  rapid  and  steady  marches  of  the 
troops  signalizes  them  and  astonish  their  foes.  King  Cotton  is 
spurned  ;  a  bale  of  it  attracts  less  attention  than  a  bale  of  hay. 
Railroads   running  in  the  wrong  direction  are  smashed  up.     The 
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live-oak  forests  and  rice-fields  announce  our  close  proximity  to 
Savannah.  It  is  taken  leisurely  and  without  assault,  to  save  the 
unnecessary  eft\ision  of  blood.  It,  with  all  its  fortifications  and 
armament,  is  offered  to  the  nation  as  a  "Christmas  present."  But 
while  we  are  enjoying  a  few  days  of  sea  air  and  reloading  our 
empty  wagons,  let  us  see  where  Thomas  and  Hood  are.  They  are 
at  Nashville  confronting  each  other — each  preparing  for  the  com- 
ing conflict.  Thomas  wants  time,  which  his  adversary  seems  dis- 
posed to  grant — -but  the  authorities  at  Washington  do  not.  They 
urge  an  immediate  attack.  He  is  not  quite  ready,  and  says  so  ;  be- 
sides, the  weather  is  unpropitious.  The  ground  is  covered  with 
sleet.  He  reports  the  fact  and  is  threatened  with  removal  from 
command.  This  does  not  excite  him — he  loves  his  army  and  will 
not  uselessly  sacrifice  the  lives  of  its  brave  men.  He  \vill  fight 
Hood  ;  entrenched  as  he  is  ;  but  he  will  not  fight  Hood  and  the  ele- 
ments combined — he  will  be  relieved  first.  His  successor  is  ap- 
pointed and  on  his  way  to  succeed  him  ;  but  before  his  arrival  the 
storm  subsides  ;  the  sleet  evaporates  and  his  artillery  and  cavalry 
can  move  effectively.  Then  was  struck  one  of  those  ponderous 
blows  which  characterized  Thomas  as  a  commander  throughout 
the  war.  It  was  no  ordinary  feat  to  whip  the  army  which  had  made 
itself  famous  in  the  annals  of  the  war  under  the  leadership  of 
Bragg,  Johnston  and  Hood.  But  to  annihilate  it  as  an  army  was 
an  achievement  almost  above  exaltation.  It  actually  left  no  foe 
within  his  reach  ;  and  made  the  march  to  the  sea  a  grand  military 
success,  and  practically  closed  the  active  military  career  of  George 
H.  Thomas  in  the  war  and  wrote  his  name  on  the  roll  of  fame,  by 
the  side  of  Arthur  Wellesly,  England's  Iron  Duke.  After  thus  brief- 
ly noticing  this  grand  triumph  of  our  comrades  left  behind  at  At- 
lanta, let  us  return  to  Savannah  and  follow  Sherman's  army,  (now 
familiarly  so  called,)  through  the  Carolinas,  and  observe  the  con- 
fusing strategy  again  displayed  by  its  commander — the  rapid 
movements  and  endurance  of  its  troops  ;  the  sudden  evacuation  by 
the  enemy  of  his  fortifications  along  the  sea  coast  as  we  advance 
until  we  reach  "Averysborough,"  and  find  the  consummate  Con- 
federate General,  Joseph  E.  Johnston  in  command,  and  now  con- 
fronting us  with  a  formidable  force.  He  gives  battle  on  well 
chosen  ground — the  Twentieth  Corps  leading  in  the  fight,  records 
a  victory  for  the  Cumberland  Army.  Three  days  only  elapse, 
when  this  wily  commander  suddenly  springs  another  engagement 
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on  the  Fourteenth  Corps  at  Bentonville.  Its  veterans  sa\v  at  a 
glance  the  issue  and  bloody  work  before  them.  The  enemy  was 
entrenched  behind  breast- works  but  impatiently  moved  out  and 
gave  pitched  battle  in  front  of  them.  The  fighting  was  severe  in 
the  extreme.  The  Twentieth  Corps  pushed  its  advanced  brigades 
forward  and  promptly  took  part  in  the  closing  action.  Night 
found  the  enemy  driven  back  into  his  entrenchments,  where  he 
remained  until  the  arrival  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps, 
when  he  evacuates  them,  to  avoid  capture.  The  army  rests  at 
Goldsborough  for  a  fevs^  days.  Raleigh  is  moved  upon  and  taken, 
with  but  little  resistance. 

The  Confederate  armies  surrender  ;  the  Confederacy  ceases  to 
exist — it  is  a  thing  of  the  past — it  has  paid  the  penalty  of  all  ill- 
advised  and  unjustifiable  rebellions — in  lives  lost  and  valor  wasted. 
We  are  oft' for  our  homes  by  the  way  of  Richmond  and  Washing- 
ton. Ere  we  reach  the  fallen  Capital  we  meet  and  congratulate  the 
veterans  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  We  left  them  organizing 
around  Washington  for  its  defense.  During  the  four  years  of  war 
however  they  have  made  prematureh',  the  '-onward  to  Riclnriond" 
movement,  and  so  to  speak  have  thrown  the  military  dice  box  of 
chance  at  the  "first  Bull  Run,"  where  the  fall  of  the  Nation's  Cap- 
ital was  recklessly  risked  with  that  of  the  newly  formed  Confed- 
eracy. They  lost  the  field,  but  saved  W^ashington.  They  have 
made  the  Peninsula  cam^^aign  ;  and  suffered  from  malaria  in  the 
sw'amps  ofChickahominy ;  fought  the  seven  days"  fightand  glorious- 
ly repulsed  their  foe  at  Malvern  Hill.  They  are  again  called  upon 
to  meet  him  on  the  ill-starred  field  of  Bull  Run,  and  suffer  defeat,  but 
again  save  the  Capital.  George  B.  McClellan,  their  former  popular 
leader,  is  restored  to  command  of  the  arm}'.  It  rapidly  recuper- 
ates and  gets  upon  its  feet,  and  seeks  its  foe.  Its  artillery  is  soon 
heard  in  the  passes  of  South  Mountain.  Let  us  push  on  a  few 
days  and  score  with  pride  a  signal  victor}^  for  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  at  Antictam,  To  the  Rappahannock  it  moves  in  search 
of  its  adversary.  It  finds  him  at  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellors- 
ville  ;  but  achieves  no  signal  successes.  The  great  trial  of  strength 
and  pluck  between  the  two  contending  armies  is  reserved  for 
Gettysburg.  There  Anglo-American  meets  Anglo-American  in 
the  deadliest  strife  of  the  war — save  perhaps  Chickamauga.  Vic- 
tor}'   perches    upon    the    Union    banners.      Unborn    millions    will 
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honor  the  name  of  George  G.  Meade  and  liold  sacred  the  memory 
of  the  heroes  of  this  bloody  conflict. 

The  Spring  of  1S64  arrives  and  the  cohniins  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  are  headed  for  Richmond.  They  have  but  one  hne  of 
operation  indicated  Tor  their  guidance.  They  can  discard  strategy 
and  take  "ah  vSummer"'  in  which  to  accomohsh  the  job  of  taking 
Richmond,  if  necessary.  This  line  unfortunately  leads  through 
the  Wilderness.  The  army  accepts  battle  there  on  the  enemy's 
chosen  ground  and  makes  the  sacrifice — v\^ould  that  we  could 
invoke  the  silence  of  history  upon  the  numlier  of  brave  men 
slaughtered  in  this  gloomy  little  forest.  It  reels  and  staggers  but 
still  comes  to  time.  It  does  not  pause  even  to  ask  "who  had  blun- 
dered." Defiant  Richmond  is  still  before  it;  Summer  is  rapidly 
passing  and  tbe  army  rapidly  drifts  towards  its  old  and  discarded 
line  of  the  James.  vSpring  arrives  and  Sherman's  army  is  in 
motion  at  Raleigh,  equal  to  all  emergencies,  even  to  the  capture 
of  Richmond  from  the  rear  if  necessary.  This  honor  belongs, 
however,  to  the  "Army  of  the  Potomac,"  and  it  nobly  wins  it  at 
Five  Forks  and  Appomattox.  Lee  gracefully  surrenders  his  army. 
Its  surrender  is  not  only  gracefully  accepted,  it  is  generously  done. 

A  few  da3s  after  and  the  grand  spectacle  is  witnessed  at  the 
Capital  of  the  Nation — of  the  passage  in  review  of  the  three  prin- 
cipal armies  of  the  Republic  in  the  war.  They  have  saved  it,  and 
are  now  togethe';  witnessing  the  Goddess  of  Peace,  perched  upon 
the  Capitol's  dome,  smiling  and  beckoning  her  erring  sons,  both 
North  and  Soutb,  back  to  her  peaceful  avocations.  She  has  for 
four  long  years  weepingly  fought  her  battles,  and  has  won  the 
victory.  With  what  alacrity  her  mandates  have  been  obeyed  by 
all  has  been  tiie  wonder  of  the  civilized  world.  The  last  roll  of 
both  victors  and  vanquished  is  called,  let  us  hope,  forever. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  but  feebh^  responded  to  your  toast,  and  will 
close  by  offering  another: 

The  armies  of  the  Tennessee  and  the  Cumberland — 
Twin  armies  in  war,  twin  armies  in  glory; 
Together  we've  battled  and  togetiier  we've  bled; 
Together  let  us  live  in  the  mazes  of  scory, 
When  the  last  of  our  heroes  shall  sleep  with  the  dead. 

Music  by  the  Band. 

Eighth  Toast: — '■'■The  Cavalry T 
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Response  by  General  Geo.  H.  Chapman. 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

When,  some  days  since,  I  was  requested  to  respond  this 
evening  to  the  toast  which  has  just  been  read,  it  was  mv  intention 
to  pi'epare  something  worth}"  the  theme  and  the  occasion,  but 
what  with  demands  upon  ni}'  time  by  business  and  social  obliga- 
tions, and  what  with  physical  uneasiness  consequent  upon  rheu- 
matic grumblings,  I  have  not  been  in  condition  to  fulfill  that  inten- 
tion. 1  can  not  say  that  I  now  regret  such  failure,  for  the  lateness 
of  the  hour  suggests  that  I  should  be  brief,  and  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen at  this  end  of  the  hall  have  already  mounted  horses  \vhich 
may  soon  prove  too  high  for  cavalry  purposes.  [Cheers  and 
laughter.] 

Without  some  forethought  I  do  not  feel  competent  to  speak  in 
regard  to  the  cavalry  arm  of  the  military  service  in  such  manner 
as  to  entitle  my  utterances  to  much  consideration  by  such  an 
assemblage  of  veterans  and — see  here!  I  mean  the  men  only  by 
such  classification;  not  the  ladies.  [Applause  and  laughter.]  It 
has  been  over  twelve  years  since,  figurative)}'  speaking,  I  ''beat 
my  sword  into  a  ploughshare,"  or,  to  fit  the  idea  a  little  more 
closely  to  my  own  case,  laid  down  my  saber  and  took  up  the  pen, 
which  "in  the  hands  of  men  who  are  altogether  great,  is  mightier 
than  the  sword."  [Laughter.]  During  that  period  I  have  had 
nothing  to  do  with  cavalrv,  and  have  given  but  little  thought  to 
its  past  achievements,  present  condition  or  future  mission. 

"  Place  a  beggar  on  horse-back  and  he  will  ride  to  the  devil"  is 
a  trite  old  saying.  It  is  almost  as  true  of  a  raw  soldier.  If  the 
fresh  infantry  volunteer  was  weak,  the  green  cavalry  recruit  was 
worthless  as  a  combatant.  The  uselessness,  as  a  soldier,  of  a  man 
who  knows  nothing  of  tactics  or  discipline,  is  intensified  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  legs  he  is  able  to  put  in  motion,  and 
which  he  is  required  to  control  in  order  to  become  a  soldier  The 
cavalryman  has  under  him  four  more  legs  than  the  infantryman — 
You  can  each  work  out  the  j^roblem  for  himself.      [Laughter.] 

The  volunteer  cavalry  of  the  army  was  in  this  condition  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  It  was  in  a  large  de- 
gree made  up  of  men  who  knew  but  little,  if  any,  more  about  rid- 
ing on  horse-back  than  did  our  friend  General  Macauley,  of  which 
he  gave  us  so  vivid  a  description  last  evening  [laughter];  and 
who   knew  still    less  of  tactics  and   discipline.     This  condition   of 
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comparative  uselessness  was  continued  much  longer  than  it  should 
have  been;  not  because  the  material  was  not  good  for  the  making 
of  eftective  cavahy  soldiers,  but  because  it  was  not  properly  hand- 
led. I  sjoeak,  of  course,  as  one  whose  horizon  of  observation  was 
circumscribed.  It  was  my  privilege  to  belong,  during  most  of  my 
period  of  service,  to  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Potomac,  an  army 
which — speaking  here  in  the  presence  of  you  gallant  men  who 
were  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee— I  dare  to  say  was  second  to  no 
other  of  the  army  organizations  which,  by  their  united  eft'orts, 
caused  the  eagles  of  victory  to  ahght  on  the  lianners  of  the 
Republic.      [Cheers.] 

Instead  of  being  solidified,  the  cavalry  was  scattered.  By  detach- 
ments, troops,  scjuadrons  or  battalions  it  was  attached  to  infantry 
brigades  and  divisions,  as  a  mere  appendage  to  headquarters  to 
add  to  the  "pomp  and  circumstance"  of  General  ofHcers  as  they 
dashed  up  and  down  the  lines  of  their  command  on  review  days, 
or  exhibited  themselves  to  the  admiring  gaze  of  the  women 
[Laughter];  and  to  be  used  up  in  aimless  reconnoissances  and  ill- 
considered  out-post  dut\'.  to  soothe  the  nervous  flanks  of  the 
infantry.      [Laughter  and  applause.] 

Without  being  guilty  of  anvthing  like  personal  reminiscences,  I 
may  venture  to  give  a  brief  summarv  of  the  disposition  made  of 
the  regiment  to  which  I  l^elonged  during  the  first  year  or  more  of 
the  war.  to  illustrate  the  fate  of  the  cavalry  duiing  that  period. 
Half  of  the  regiment  went  to  the  Eastern  army  and  the  other  half 
to  the  Western,  and  were  never  brought  together.  The  battalion 
sent  to  the  East  was  attached  to  General  Hooker's  Division  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  stationed  below  Washington  City, 
near  Budd's  Ferry,  and  remained  with  that  command,  doing  picket 
duty  along  the  Potomac  river,  until  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
transferred  to  the  peninsula,  in  the  .Spring  of  1S62;  it  then  went 
to  Washington  and  was  placed  upon  duty  there  as  part  of  the 
provost  guards.  J^ut  few  days  had  been  passed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  this  tlut\  when  the  liattalion  was  ordered  to  move  with  all 
celerity  to  the  relief  of  Colonel  Gear} 's  command  at  Thoroughfare 
Gap,  it  being  reported  that  he  was  threatened  by  an  overpower- 
ing force  of  the  enemy.  The  command  reached  Thoroughfare 
Gap  early  on  the  second  dav  after  leaving  ^Vashington  City,  found 
Colonel  Geary's  command  already  in  retreat  for  IManassas  Junction, 
having  set  fire  to  a  considerable   portion  of  his  camp  ec|uipage, 
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which  was  stih  Ininiing  when  we  reached  the  site  of  his  abandoned 
camp.  The  cavah;y  reconnoitered  the  country  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  in  front  of  the  abandoned  position  without  finding  any  signs 
of  the  reported  enemy,  and  then  moved  leisurely  back  towards 
Manassas  Junction,  which  we  I'eached  the  next  day.  After  the 
lapse  of  a  few  days  the  battalion  moved  out  along  the  Manassas 
Gap  railroad  to  the  neighborhood  of  Front  Roj'als  and  entered 
upon  out-post  duty.  About  a  week  elapsed  and  it  was  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Shields,  whose  division  was  then  at  Zuray,  hav- 
ing shortly  previous  retired  from  the  west  side  of  the  Shenandoah 
river.  The  battalion  arrived  at  Zuray  just  in  time  to  join  the 
division  in  its  rearward  movement  to  Front  Royal,  and  a  few 
weeks  later  to  Bristoe  Station,  where  the  division  was  disbanded 
and  the  infantry  sent  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Not 
many  days  had  elapsed  and  the  battalion  was  in  motion  under 
orders  to  join  General  King's  Division  at  Fredricksburg;  remained 
with  that  division  at  this  point  engaged  in  out-post  and  scouting 
duty  until  the  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  penin- 
sula. The  battalion  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  during  the  Pope  Campaign,  sometimes  together  and 
sometimes  broken  up  into  detachments  for  temporary  service  with 
infantry  commands.  Soon  after  the  disasters  of  that  campaign 
we  at  last  found  ourselves  associated  with  other  cavalry  commands 
and  formed  into  a  brigade.  From  this  time  forward  the  condition 
of  the  cavalry  began  to  improve  rapidly.  Divisions  were  formed; 
and  imder  the  command  of  such  leaders  as  Buford  and  Pleasonton, 
the  cavalry  was  soon  felt  to  be  an  aggressive  force.  The  complete 
aggregation  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
brought  about  when  General  Hooker  came  to  the  command  of 
that  army  and  perfected  its  organization.  Then  the  cavalry  was 
consolidated  into  a  corps;  time  was  given  for  improving  the  tac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  officers  and  men;  discipline  was  enforced; 
their  horses  were  better  cared  for;  the  work  required  was  laid  out 
with  more  intelligence;  and  a  spirit  of  emulation  was  kindled  in 
the  different  organizations.  From  that  time  forward  its  improve- 
ment was  rapid,  its  efficiency  was  unquestioned,  it  became  a  force 
whose  blows  fell  upon  the  enemy  with  serious  eft'ect;  and  when 
General  Grant  came  to  take  personal  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  bringing  with  him  the  gallant  General,  Phil.  Sheridan, 
to  take  command  of  the  cavalry  corps,  he  brought  together  a  fit 
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command  and  fitting  commander.  [Applause.]  From  that  time 
henceforward  to  the  close  of  the  war  the  cavalry  corps  bore  a  dis- 
tinguished part  in  all  the  glorious  achievements  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  [Applause.]  By  proper  organization,  bv  much 
schooling,  and  by  judicious  employment,  the  cavalry,  in  the  latter 
years  of  the  war,  had  become  soldiers  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name, 
and  contributed  its  full  share  towards  the  final  success  of  the 
grand  armies  of  the  Republic.      [Applause.] 

Music   hy  the  Band. 

Ninth  Toast  : — "  The    Rank  and    Filey 

Response  by  General   AuGUii. 

I  was  in\ited  this  morning  to  respond  on  this  occasion  to  the 
toast  "The  Volunteer,"  and  although  fully  conscious  of  mv  inalul- 
ity  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  I  j-et  ventured  to  consent  to  do  so. 
There  is  no  class  of  men  in  this  country  who  have  a  more  intelli- 
gent appreciation  of  the  virtues  and  capacities  of  volunteers  and  of 
their  services  to  this  country  than  officers  of  the  regular  armv,  and 
I  was  very  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to  express  my  respect  and 
admiration  for  tlicm.  But  I  find  now  that  \n\  subject  has  been 
changed,  and  lam  to  respond  to  the  "  Rank  and  file,"  and  the 
very  fine  speech  I  was  read}-  to  deliver  on  the  subject  of  the  vol- 
unteer will  be  lost.  But  I  yield  to  no  man  in  readiness  and  will- 
ingness to  .speak  his  l)est  at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions  in  ap- 
preciative commendation  of  the  rank  and  [We,  but  on  an  occasion 
like  this  it  seems  to  me  that  your  best  speakers  should  have  been 
selected  to  give  a  grand  and  eloquent  tribute  to  that  portion  of 
our  armies — a  class  that,  from  necessity,  are  merged  in  the  general 
applause  that  greets  successful  armies,  and  usuallv  receives  no 
spoil  and  discriminating  commendation  and  reward.  From  manv 
years  intimate  knowledge  of  the  rank  and  file  in  the  regular  army, 
and  a  long  acquaintance  with  this  class  of  volunteers,  I  can  and 
do  bear  cheerful  testimony  to  their  general  character  of  fidelity 
and  devotion  to  duty.  I  have  found  among  them  examples  of 
Christian  character,  of  honesty  and  integrity,  and  a  fidelitv  to 
trusts  reposed  in  them  that  would  do  credit  to  men  in  the  most 
elevated  positions  ;  and  this,  too,  without  hope  or  expectation  of 
any  special  reward  or  commendation.  A  consciousness  of  duty 
well  performed  is  generally  the  only  reward  that  can  be  expected 
by  the  rank  and  file. 
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They  constitute  that  class  to  whom  has  been  entrusted  by  their 
country  two  talents,  and  they  seem  to  be  ever  animated  with  the 
recollection  that  to  whom  his  Lord  entrusted  two  talents,  and 
made  diligent  use  of  them,  ultimateh'  received  the  same  commend- 
ation and  reward  as  he  who  had  received  ten  talents. 

The  faithful  performance  of  duty  because  it  is  dutj-  ;  a  quiet 
submission  to  a  sometimes  irritating  discipline  because  it  is  duty, 
is  the  great  characteristic  of  the  rank  and  file.  Happy  will  our 
country  be  when  the  rank  and  file  of  her  people  are  animated  by 
the  same  spirit,  and  seek  no  other  reward  than  a  consciousness  of 
duty  to  God  and  their  country  well  performed. 

Music  by  Captain  Church. 

Tenth  Toast  : — "  TJie  Patriotic  Dead."" 

Response  by  General  Harrison. 

General  Sherman  and  Comrades  of  the  one  great  army 
OF  SALVATION  :      [Applause.] 

In  this  hour,  when  graveyards  yawn,  I  am  called  upon  to 
draw  your  minds  from  this  scene  of  merriment  to  the  contempla- 
tion of  more  sober  things.  We  sit  here  to-night  a  company  of 
returned  veterans.  To  the  last  roll-call,  at  the  mustering  out,  those 
who  hear  me  now  answered  "  here  ;''  but  we  cannot  forget  that  at 
that  last  great  roll-call  there  were  many  who  answered  not  to  their 
names — they  did  not  return  ;  they  had  paid  the  supreme  sacrifice 
to  their  country's  good.  And  thus  in  regard  to  the  sentiment 
upon  which  I  am  to  speak  to-night,  it  seems  that  silence  would  be 
the  best  and  most  suitable  response.  What  heart  does  not  call  to 
mind  some  gallant  comrade  and  friend  who  marched  and  fought 
and  slept  with  him  in  those  times  that  tried  men's  souls,  and 
brought  out  so  conspicuously  the  manly  and  generous  qualities  of 
a  comratle's  heart.  There  faces  come  to  you  all,  I  am  sure,  and 
each  has  his  special  friend  in  this  great  army  of  the  dead.  Whilst 
we  cherish  these  memories  we  hold  it  in  sacred  trust  that  the 
country  shall  also  bear  them  in  perpetual  remembrance.  We  toast 
to-night  not  all  the  dead  of  the  war  ;  not  all  the  brave  and  sincere 
men  who  died  in  that  great  struggle,  but  only  those  who  were 
brave,  sincere  and  right.  [Loud  cheers.]  We  may  sorrow,  yea, 
we  do  sorrow,  over  enemies  who  fell  before  our  victorious  charge, 
but  honor  and  storied   urn  and  flowers  r.re  for  the  patriotic  dead 
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alone.  [Renewed  cheering.]  Let  no  modern  sentiment  interfere 
with  the  supreme  justice  of  this  demand  which  our  dead  comrades 
make  upon  us.  Courage  and  endurance  in  war  we  must  admire 
even  when  shown  bv  the  enemy,  but  to  the  dead  who  fell  for  the 
Union,  and  those  who  stained  with  their  heart's  blood  the  crimson 
of  our  flag,  this  country  owes  exclusive  veneration. 

(jeneral  Harrison  then  paid  a  glowing  and  eloquent  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  Generals  McPherson,  George  H.  Thomas,  and  the 
martyred  President,  Abraham  Lincoln,  whom  he  styled  a  trinity 
of  representative  heroes.  The  name  of  each  of  these  was  received 
with  great  applause.  He  then  referred  to  those  who  could  not  be 
forgotten  there  to-night — the  names  of  the  patriotic  dead  which 
had  never  appeared  upon  the  rolls  of  fame— those  who  entered 
into  the  struggle  with  no  thought  of  ever  attaining  to  rank  or 
honor,  and  whose  participation  in  the  great  conflict  was  entirely 
of  an  unselfish  nature.  Let  us  not  forget  that  by  their  dying  we 
live  ;  by  their  dying,  victory  was  ours.  And  let  us  not  fail  to 
exact  of  our  country  suitable  and  perpetual  recognition.  Let  us  see 
that  their  memory  is  kept  befoie  the  people  by  monuments  of 
bronze.  I  have  long  regretted  that  our  own  great  State  of  Indi- 
ana has  not  reared  a  monument  in  her  capital  embodying  this 
patriotic  sentiment.  I  would  that  such  monuments  should  be 
multiplied  until  they  should  appear  in  every  county-seat  and  cap- 
ital throughout  the  Union. 

Eleventh  Toast: — "  llic  Heroines  of  t lie   War^'' 

Reponse  by  Colonel  Dodds. 

The  remarks  of  Colonel  Dodds  in  response  were  exceedingly 
felicitous,  and  brought  warm  and  merited  applause,  as  he  was 
particularlv  happy  in  touching  a  sympathetic  cord  in  everybody 
present. 

The  President  again  called  Captain  Church,  who  sang  "March- 
ing through  Georgia"  and  "The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,"  the  ban- 
queters joining  in  the  choruses. 

The  President  announced  the  programme  of  the  banquet  as 
completed,  and  cordially  thanking  all  for  their  presence  and  hop- 
ing they  would  be  at  the  next  reunion,  declared  an  adjournment, 
and  the  company,  with  cheers  and  laughter,  dispersed,  every  one 
evidently  feeling  glad  that  they  had  attended  the  twelfth  reunion. 
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COMMITTEES  OF  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  Executive  Committee  issued  U)  all  members  of  the  Society 
the  following  notice  : 

HlCADqUAKTKRS   EXECUTIVE   C'JMMITTEE.      \ 

Bates  House,  l 

Indianapolis,  October  S,  16'7S.        ) 

To 

Dear  Sir  : — The  arrangements  for  the  twelfth  annual  reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  holden  at  the  city  of  Indianapolis, 
on  the  30th  and  31st  days  of  this  current  month,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  fol- 
lowing committees  : 

EXECUTIVE    COiSIIMITTEE. 

General  W.  Q^  Gresham,  Chairman. 
General  Ben.  Spooner,  Colonel  Henry  Jordan, 

General  R.  S.  Foster,  Colonel  N.  R.  Ruckle, 

General  George  F.  McGinnis,  Major  John  E.  Simpson, 

General  Daniel  Macauley,  Captain  H.  C.  Adams, 

Colonel  Benjamin  C.  Shaw,  Professor  Ora  Pearson. 

FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

Colonel  Benjamin  C.  Shaw,  Chairman. 
Hon.  John  C.  New,  Colonel  Wm.  R.  liollowaj, 

Hon.  Austin  H.  Brown,  Ingram  Fletcher,  Esq., 

Hon.  John  C.  S.  Harrison,  E.  F.  Clajpool,  Esq. 

DECOR  ATIOx\    COMMITTEE. 

General  Daniel  Macauley,  Chairman. 
Colonel  Adolph  Metzer,  Captain  Isaac  Arnold,  Jr., 

General  W.  H.  H.  Terrell,  Dr.  W.  B.  Fletcher. 

BANQLTET    COMMITTEE. 

Henry  C.  Adams,  Chairman. 
Colonel  N.  R.  Ruckle,  General  Fred.  Knefler. 

COMMITTEE    ON    INVITATION. 

General  Ben.  Spooner,  Chairman. 
General  James  A.  Slack,  Colonel  George  W.  Parker, 

General  Charles  Cruft,  Captain  Charles  L.  Holstein, 

General  Lew.  Wallace,  General  Reuben  Williams. 
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TK  AN  SPOUT  ATION    C0M:MITTEE. 

Major  John  E.  Simpson,  Chairman, 
General  George  H.  Chapman,  Colonel  John  A.  McQiiiston, 

General  P.  Pease,  Hon.  M.  E.  Ingalls. 

MUSIC    COINIMITTEE. 

Prof.  Ora  Pearson,  Chairman. 
Charles  Sahner,  Esq.,  James  B.  Cameron,. Esq., 

David  E.  Stout,  Esq.,  Major  O.  M.  Wilson, 

Colonel    Horace    Scott. 

HALL    COMiSriTTEE. 

General  Geo.  F.  McGinnis,  Chairman, 
General  John  Coburn,  Major  J.  L.  Mitchell, 

Colonel  Henry  Jordan,  Captain  H.  C.  Adams. 

RECEPTION    AND    ENTERTAINMENT. 

General  R.  S.  Foster,  Chairman, 
General  Fred.  Knefler,  General  John  Love. 

General  Ben.  Harrison,  General  Thos.  W.  Bennett, 

Major  J.  W.Gordon. 

COMMITTEE    ON    PRINTING. 

Colonel  N.  R.  Ruckle. 

Headquarters  are  located  at  the  Bates  House,  where  members  are  requested 
to  report  and  register  immediately  on  their  arrival  in  the  city. 

The  business  meetings  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Metropolitan  The- 
ater, commencing  at  lo  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  30th  instant. 

An  address  of  welcome  hy  Hon.  John  Caven,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Indian- 
apolis, and  the  annual  address,  by  Colonel  W.  H.  Vilas,  of  Madison,  Wiscon- 
sin, will  be  delivered  at  the  Metropolitan  Theater  on  the  evening  of  the  30th 
inst.  The  parquet  will  be  reserved  for  members  of  the  Society,  and  the 
remaining  portions  of  the  house  will  be  occupied  by  invited  citizens  and  the 
general  public. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  business  meeting  of  the  31st  inst.,  there  will  be 
an  excursion  over  the  Belt  Railway,  including  a  visit  to  the  Stock  Yards. 

The  Banquet  and  concluding  ceremonies  will  take  place  at  the  Bates  House 
on  the  evening  of  the  31st  instant. 

W.  Q^Gresham,        N.  R.  Ruckle, 
Ben.  Spooner,  John  E.  Simpson, 

R.  S.  Foster^  Dan.  Macauley, 

Geo.  F.  McGinnis     H.  C.  Adams, 
Benj.  C.  Shaw,  Ora  Pearson, 

Henry  Jordan, 

Executive  Committee. 
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DECORATIONvS. 

Tlie  stage,  walls  and  gallery  of  the  theatre  where  the  meetings 
were  held  were  handsomely  decorated  with  flags,  lianners,  ever- 
greens and   paintings. 

The  stage  had  flags  festooning  the  wings,  stacks  of  arms  at  the 
sides  and  cannon  at  the  rear,  hacked  with  a  camp  scene  on  can- 
vas. The  stage  boxes  were  festooned  with  evergreen  wreaths, 
and  on  the  sides  were  hung  paintings  of  Generals  Rawlins,  Blair, 
McPherson  and  Logan.  The  galleiies  and  walls  of  the  auditorium 
were  covered  with  evergreens,  wreaths  and  banners,  displaying 
the  names  of  battles  and  distinguished  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee. 

The  banquet  room  at  the  Bates  House  was  also  very  completely 
decorated  with  flags,  evergreens  and  mottoes  in  evergreen.  In 
the  decorations,  as  in  all  other  arrangements,  the  committees 
worked  hard  ;ind  judiciously  to  the  end  that  visiting  members 
should  be  pleased. 
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SONGS. 

No  small  part  of  the  interest  and  enjoyment  of  our  reunions  is 
that  of  music  and  songs  as  they  are  sung  by  many  in  our  rooms 
at  hotels  and  at  the  exercises.  Below  are,  therefore,  printed  what 
are  termed  army  songs,  that  all  may  know  them,  believing  the 
Society  will  accord  full  approval. 

TRAMP,  TRAMP,  TRAMP,  THE  BOYS  ARE  MARCHING. 

In  the  prison  cell  I  sit,  thinking,  mother  dear,  of  jou, 
And  the  bright  and  happy  days  now  gone  before, 

And  the  tears  thev  fill  mj  eyes,  spite  of  all  that  I  can  do, 
'Tho  I  try  to  cheer  my  comrades  and  be  gay. 

Chorus. — Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  the  boys  are  marching. 
Cheer  up  comrades,  they  will  come, 

And  beneath  the  starry  flag  we  will  breathe  the  air  again, 
Of  the  free  land  in  our  own  beloved  homes. 

In  the  battle  front  we  stood,  when  their  fiercest  charge  they  made. 
And  they  swept  us  off,  a  hundred  men  or  more. 

But  before  they  reached  our  lines,  they  were  driven  back  dismayed, 
Then  we  heard  the  cry  of  victory  o'er  and  o'er. 

Chorus. — Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  etc. 

So  within  the  prison  cell,  we  are  waiting  for  the  day 

That  shall  come  to  open  wide  the  iron  door. 
And  the  hollow  eye  grows  bright,  and  the  poor  heart  almost  gay, 

As  I  think  of  seeing  home  and  friends  once  more. 
Chorus. — Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  etc. 

THE    SWORD    OF   BUNKER    HILL. 

He  lay  upon  his  dying  bad,  his  eyes  were  growing  dim, 

When  with  a  feeble  voice  he  called  his  weeping  son  to  him. 

Weep  not,  my  boy,  the  vetran  said,  I  bow  to  Heaven's  high  will. 
But  quickly  from  yon  antlers  bring 

Chorus.— The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill. 

But  quickly  from  yon  antlers  bring 
The  Sword  ot  Bunker  Hiil. 
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The  Sword  was  brought,  the  soldier's  eve  lit  witli  a  sudden  flame, 

And  as  he  grasped  the  ancient  blade,  he  murmured  Warren's  name, 

Then  said,  m_v  boy,  I  leave  you  gold,  but  what  is  richer  still, 
I  leave  vou,  mark  me,  mark  me  well, 

Chorus. — The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,  etc. 

It  was  on  that  dread,  immortal  day,  we  dared  the  Briton  band, 
A  captain  raised  that  blade  on  me,  I  tore  it  from  his  hand; 

And  while  the  glorious  battle  raged,  it  lightened  freedom's  will, 
For  bov,  the  God  of  Freedom  blessed 

Chorus. — The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,  etc. 

Oh  keep  that  sword,  his  accents  broke,  a  smile  and  he  was  dead; 

But  his  wrinkled  hand  still  grasped  the  blade  upon  that  dying  bed. 
The  son  remains,  the  Sword  remains,  its  glory  growing  still. 

And  twenty  millions  bless  the  Sire 

Chorus. — And  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,  etc. 

OLD   SHADY. 

Yah!  Yah!  Yahl  Come  laugh  wid  me, 

De  white  folks  say  old  Shady  am  free, 
I  'spec  de  year  of  ju-be-lee 

Am  a  coming,  am  a  coming, 
Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer, 
Den  away,  den  away,  for  I  am  going  home. 
'. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer, 


Repeat. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  cai 
Den  away,  den  away,  for  I 


am  going  home 


Oh!  massa  got  scared,  and  so  did  his  lady, 

Dis  chile  break  for  old  Uncle  Aby, 
Open  the  door,  for  here's  old  Shady, 

A  coming,  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 

Good  bye  Mass.  Jeff,  good  bye.  Mass.  Stephens. 

'Scuse  dis  nigger  for  taking  his  leavins, 
I  'spec  by  and  by  you'll  see  Uncle  Abraham 

A  coming,  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Deii  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 
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Good  by  hard  work  without  any  pay, 

I'se  going  up  North  where  de  white  folks  say, 
Dat  white  wheat  bread  and  a  dollar  a  day 

Am  a  coming,  am  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  ete. 

Get  up  old  Sambo  and  blow  de  horn. 

Don't  you  see  de  dust  raising  ober  de  corn, 
Dat's  Sherman's  Bummers  sure's  I'm  born 

A  coming,  a  coming, 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 

Oh!  I'se  got  a  wife  and  a  nice  little  baby. 
Way  up  North  in  the  Lower  Canady, 
Won't  they  shout,  when  they  see  old  Shady 

A  coming,  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 

Oh!  here's  to  General  Grant,  de  brave  and  true, 

He  captured  Vicksburg  and  Richmond  too. 

He  made  de  rebels  think  the  very  devel  in  blue 

Was  a  coming,  was  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 
SHERMAN'S  MARCH  TO  THE  SEA. 


Our  camp-fires  shown  bright  on  the  mountain 

That  frowned  on  the  river  below, 
As  we  stood  by  our  guns  in  the  mornino-. 

And  eagerly  watched  for  the  foe; 
When  a  rider  came  out  of  the  darkness 

That  hung  over  mountain  and  tree. 
And  shouted   "  Boys,  up  and  be  ready! 

For  Sherman  will  march  to  the  sea." 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song  of  our  chieftain, 
That  echoed  over  river  and  lea; 
And  the  stars  of  our  banners  ,hown  brighter 
When  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  sea. 
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Then  cheer  upon  cneer  for  bold  Shermaiv 

Went  up  from  each  vallej  and  glen, 
And  the  bugles  re-echoed  the  music 

That  came  from  the  lips  of  the  men, 
For  we  knew  that  the  stars  in  our  banner 

More  bright  in  their  splendor  would  be, 
And  the  blessing  from  Northland  would  greet  UB, 

When  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  sea. 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 

Then  forward,  boys!  forward  to  battle! 

We  marched  on  our  wearisome  way. 
We  stormed  the  wild  hills  of  Resacca — 

God  bless  those  who  fell  on  that  day! 
Then  Kenesaw  frowned  in  its  glorj, 

Frowned  down  on  the  flag  of  the  free; 
But  the  East  and  the  West  bore  our  standard, 

And  Sherman  marched  on  to  the  sea. 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 

Still  onward  we  pressed,  till  our  banners 

Swept  out  from  Atlanta's  grim  walls, 
And  the  blood  of  the  patriot  dampened    . 

The  soil  where  the  traitor  flag  falls; 
But  we  paused  not  to  weep  for  the  fallen. 

Who  slept  by  each  river  and  tree. 
Yet  we  twined  them  a  wreath  of  laurel. 

As  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  sea. 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 

Oh  proud  was  our  army  that  morning, 

That  stood  where  the  pine  darkly  towers. 
When  Sherman  said,  "  Boys,  you  are  weary, 

But  to-day  fair  Savannah  is  ours!" 
Then  sang  we  a  song  of  our  chieftain. 

That  echoed  over  river  and  lea. 
And  the  stars  in  our  banner  shown  brighter 

When  Sherman  camped  down  by  the  seal 

Chorus, — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 
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MARCHING  THROUGH  GEORGIA. 

Bring  the  good  old  bugle  boys!  we'll  sing  another  song. 

Sing  it  with  a  spirit  that  will  start  the  world  along — 
Sing  it  as  we  used  to  sing  it,  fifty  thousand  strong, 

While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — "Hurrah!  Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee! 

Hurrah!  Hurrah!  the  flag  that  makes  you  free!" 
So  we  sang  the  chorus  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea, 
While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

How  the  darkeys  shouted  when  they  heard  the  joyful  sound! 

How  the  turkeys  gobbled  which  our  commissary  found' 
How  the  sweet  potatoes  even  started  from  the  ground, 

While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!  Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 

Yes,  and  there  were  Union  men  who  wept  with  joyful  tears. 

When  they  saw  the  honor'd  flag  they  had  not  seen  for  years, 

Hardly  could  they  be  restrained  from  breaking  forth  in  cheers 
While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!  Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 

"  Sherman's  dashing  Yankee  Boys  will  never  reach  the  coast! 

So  the  saucy  rebels  said,  and  t'was  a  handsome  boast 
Had  they  not  forgot,  alas!  to  reckon  with  the  host 

While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!  Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 

So  we  made  a  thoroughfare  for  freedom  and  her  train. 
Sixty  miles  in  latitude — three  hundred  to  the  main; 

Treason  fled  before  us,  for  resistance  was  in  vain. 
While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!   Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 
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Sherman,  W.  T.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Shurtz,  E.,  Colonel,  Marshaltown,  Iowa. 

Simpson,  John  E.,  Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Skilion,  A.  S.,  Captain,  Monroeville,  Huron  County,  O. 

Slack,  J.  R.,  General,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Smith,  J.  E.,  Gen.,  U.  S.  A.,  Camp  Douglass,  Via  Salt  Lake  City, 

Smith,  Jas.  H.,  Lieutenant,  Paris,  111. 

Smith,  W.  S.,  General,  21  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Smith,  J.  Condit,  Colonel,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Smith,  I.  P.,  Captain,  New  Albany,  Ind. 

Smith,  James  T.,  Captain,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Spear,  Ed.,  Major,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Spooner,  B.,  General,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind. 

Sprague,  J.  W.,  General,  Portland,  Or. 

Stark,  C.  W.,  Captain,  Tiffany,  Rock  Co.,  Wis. 

Steele,  G.  R.,  Major,  Decatur,  111. 

Stephenson,  W.  B., Lieutenant,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Stewart,  A.  S.,  Captain,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Stewart.  W.  IL,  Captain,  Woodstock,  111. 

Stockdale,  S.  A.,  Major. 

Stone.  J.  C,  Colonel.  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Strong,  W.  E.,  General,  Peshtigo  Company,  Chicago,  111. 

Swain,  C.  H.,  Surgeon,  Toledo,  O. 

Swarthout,  W.,  Colonel,  C^uincy.  111. 

Taggart,  G.  I.,  Colonel,  Savannah,  Ga.  * 

Taylor,  Ezra,  General,  Board  of  Trade,  Chicago,  111. 

Taylor,  F.  M.,  Captain,  Belleville,  111. 

Terrell,  W.  M.  H.,  General,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Thayer,  J.  M.,  General,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Thompson,  Robert,  M.,  Major,  1341  F  St.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Thrall,  W.  R.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Tilson,  John,  General,  Qiiincy,  111. 

Tourtelotte,  J.  E.,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A  ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Towne,  O.  C,  Lieutenant,  Pocotonica,  111. 

TuUis,  James,  Colonel,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Turner,  Charles,  General,  Pekin,  111. 

Tuthill,  R.  S.,  Lieutenant,  132  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago.  111. 

Vandever,  Wm.,  General,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
Vanseller,  H.,  Colonel,  Paris,  111. 
Veatch,  J.  C,  General,  Rockport,  Ind. 
Vilas,  Wm.  F.,  Colonel,  Madison,  Wis. 
Vogelson,  W.  M.,  Colonel,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Vogles,  D.  W.,  Surgeon,  New  Albany,  Ind, 
Von  Blessing,  L.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 
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Wainwright,  W.  A.,  Captain,  Noblesville,   Ind. 

Walcott,  R. 

Walciitt,  C.  C,  General,  Coliunbus,  O. 

Walters,  J.  N.,  Captain,  Springfield,  Ind. 

Wangelin,  H.,  General,  Belleville,  111. 

Ware,  W.  E.,    Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Warner,  Willard,  General,  Tecumseh.  Ala. 

Warner,  V.,  Captain,  Clinton,  111. 

Warrens,  C.  H.,  Captain,  Chester,  Randolph  Co.,  111. 

Wasson.  John  N.,  Captain,  Shawneetown,  111. 

Weber,  Dan.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Webster,  E.  H.,  Captain,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Welch,  D.  N.,  Colonel,  Chicago,  111. 

Welker,  Fred.,  Major,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Wells,  George  E.,  Colonel,  Toledo,  O. 

Wheeler,  W.  F.,  Captain,  Helena,  Mon. 

Wilcox,  J.  S.,  Colonel,  Elgin,  111. 

Wiles,  G.  F.,  General,  Zanesville,  O. 

Willard,  L.  S.,  Major. 

Williams,  Rueben,  Colonel,  Warsaw,  Ind. 

Williams,  W.  S.,  Captain,  Canton,  O. 

Williamson,  J.  A.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Wilson,  James  H.,  Major-General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Wilson,  T.  P.,  Major,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Wilson,  H.,  Colonel,   Sidney,  Ohio. 

Wilson.  8.  J.,  Major. 

Winslow,  E.  F.,  General,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Wise,  J..  S.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Wood,  John,  Colonel,  Quincy,  111. 

WoodhuU,  Max.,  General,   Washington,  D.  C. 

Woodward,  F.  J.,  Captain,  Du  Qiioin,  111. 

Woodworth,  J.  M.,  Surgeon,  Washington  City. 

Wright,  Crafts  J.,  General,  Marine  Hospital,  Chicago,  111. 

Wright,  W.  W.,  General,  418  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Zearing,  J.  R.,  Surgeon,  Dover,  111, 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Alexander.  Colonel  J.  J. 
Bailey,  Captain  J.  E. 
Blair,  General  Frank  P. 
Brucker,  Surgeon  M. 
Bonner,  Surgeon  S.  P. 
Bigelow,  Captain  Henrv. 
Carper,  Captain  L. 
Eaton,  General  C.  G. 
Eddv,  Colonel  Norman. 
Eggleston,  Lieutenant  E.  L. 
Fairchild.  General  Cassius. 
Fitch,  Major  Henry  S. 
Foote,  Major  H.  E. 
Fry,  Colonel  John  C. 
Fyfte,  Lieutenant  J,  R. 
Graves,  Colonel  W.  H. 
Hanke,  Colonel  A.  J. 
Hall,  Colonel  John  P. 
Harding,  General  Chester. 
Herbert,  Colonel  J.  T. 
Hedges,  Lieutenant  S.  W. 
Hicks,  Colonel  S.  J. 
Howe,  General  J.  II. 
Hughes,  Colonel  Samuel  T. 
Jones,  Colonel  John  J. 
[ones,  Colonel  Henrv  E. 
Klinck,  Colonel  John  J. 
Lovejoy,  Lieutenant  F.  E. 
Mathias,  Genei  al  Charles  S. 
Martin,  Colonel  Rodger. 
Mills,  Captain  Lewis  E. 
Mower,  General  J.  y\. 
Murphy,  Colonel  P.  H. 
McCook,  General  Ed. 
McCoy,  Colonel  J.  C. 
Oliver,  General  John  M. 
Patterson,  Lieutenant  W.  A. 
Peck,  Major  Wm.    E. 
Peckham,  Colonel  James. 


Pearce,  Lieutenant  Edgar  P. 
Rawlins,  General  John  A. 
Randall,  Lieutenant  J.  R. 
Reid,  General  Hugh  T 
Richardson,  Lieutenant  G.  W. 
Rutger,  Lieutenant  Francis. 
Sample,  Lieutenant  J.  B. 
Smith,  General  Morgan  L. 
Smith,  General  Giles  A. 
Thurston,  Colonel  W.  H. 
Towner,  Major  H.  N. 
Walker,  Majoi  J.  Bryant. 
Weaver,  Colonel  C.  R. 
White,  Captain  David. 
White,  Major  M.  Hazen. 
Wood,  Colonel  E.  T. 
Yorke,  General  L.  E. 
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OF  THE 


SOCIETY 


Armyov--^^^^- Tennessee, 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


HELD  AT 


CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS. 


November  12th  and  13th,  1879. 


PREFACE. 

The  Society  adjourned  its  twelfth  annual  meeting,  to  convene 
for  the  thirteenth  annual  meeting  at  the  call  of  the  President,  and 
the  announcement  was  made  as  follows: 

HEADqL'ARTERS    SOCIETY    ArMY    TENNESSEE,     ) 

Washington,  D.  C,   Oct.  1,  1879.         \ 
To  Members  of  the  Sociefv  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee will  be  held  at  Chicago,  111.,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  November 
1 2th  and  13th,  1S79. 

Our  first  commander,  General  U.  S.  Grant,  will  be  with  us. 

The  annual  address  will  be  delivered  by  General  W.  Q_^Gresham. 

All  arrangements  for  the  meeting  will  be  under  the  charge  and  direction  of 
the  following 

LOCAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE: 

General  John  A.  Logan,  Chairman. 
Captain  John  T.  McAuley,  Secretary. 
Finance.  Halls. 

Gen.  John  Mason  Loomis,  Chairman.  General  J.  S.  Reynolds,  Chairman. 

Invitation.  Decoration. 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong,  Chairman.      Captain  Martin  Beem,  Chairman. 

Reception.  Printing. 

General  A.  L.  Chetlain,  Chairman.       Major  J.  A.  Fitch,  Chairman. 

Alusic.  Entertaijiments. 

Colonel  Wm.  L.  Barnum,  Chairman.    Lieutenant  G.   L.  Paddock,  Chairman. 

Banquet.  Marshals. 

Lieutenant  R.  .S.  Tuthill,  Chairman.     Captain  John  C.  Neely,  Chairman. 

Transportation. 
General  J.  Stockton,  Chainnan. 
Who  will  give  due  and  timely  notice  of  the  details  of  their  arrangements. 
Officers  who  have,  at  anv  time,  served   in  the  Army  or  Department  of  the 
Tennessee,  are,  by  our  constitution,  entitled  to  membership,  and  are  especially 
requested  to  attend. 

Members  of  kindred  societies  are  cordially  invited  to  participate. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

President. 
L.  M.  Day'TON,  Recording  Secretary. 
A.  HicKENLOOPER,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Citicifinati.  O. 
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Chicago,  November  12,  1S79. 
In  accordance  ^vith  the  notice  g-iven  by  the  President,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  had  arranged  that  the  Society  should  hold  its 
business  meetiniis  in  the  "  Chib  RoonV'  of  the  Palmer  House, 
where  the  members  assembled  and  were  called  to  order  at  loi-^o 
o'clock  A.  M.,  by  the  President,  who  stated  that  the  Secretaries 
had  been  and  would  be  occupied  with  meml)ers  until  nearly  noon, 
receiving  dues  from  them,  and  as  the  Society  was  to  meet  General 
Grant  at  the  depot,  as  an  escort,  soon  after  i3  o'clock,  little  or  no 
business  could  be  transacted,  and  suggested  an  adjouinment  till 
some  hour  in  the  afternoon.  Accordinglv,  an  adjournment  was 
taken  till  4  o'clock. 

Club  Room,  Palmer  House. | 
4  p.  //7.,  November  12,  1879.     f 

Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  ;  called  to  order  bv  the 
President,  who  said  first  Imsiness  would  l)e  the  appointment  of 
regular  committees. 

On  motion  of  General  Slack: 

Resolved,  General  W.  R.  Marshall,  Colonel  T.  C.  Fletcher, 
Captain  Addison  Ware,  IMajor  A.  A.  Perkins  and  Captain  G. 
A.  Henrv  be  ajjpointed  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  to  serve 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion  of  IMajor  B.  R.  Sherman: 

Resolved,  Major  E.  C.  Dawes,  General  John  W.  Fuller,  General 
M.  D.  Leggett,  Captain  C.  E.  Lanstrum  and  Captain  J.  Barber 
be  appointed  to  select  place  and   time  for  holding  next  meeting. 
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On  motion  of  Captain  J.  M.  Dresser: 

Resolved,  General  C.  C.  Walcutt,  Colonel  J.  C.  Parrot,  Colonel 
William  F.  Vilas,  Dr.  W.  F.  Cady  and  Colonel  E.  M.  Joel  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  select  an  orator  for  the  next  annual 
meeting. 

Colonel  Wilcox  offered  a  motion,  that  in  future.  Local  Commit- 
tees should  provide  carriages  for  use  of  members  when  they  niay 
be  expected  to  participate  in  processions.  Some  discussion  occur- 
ring, General  Belknap  offered  a  motion  that  Colonel  Wilcox's 
motion  be  laid  on  the  tabic,  and   same  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  General  Walcutt  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  accorded  the  Local 
Committees  for  their  labor  and  efforts  in  arranging  for  this  annual 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  Major  Hipp  "• 

Resolved,  That  the  By-Laws  be  and  are  hereby  amended  so  as 
to  read  :  Article  ii.  That  any  arrears  of  dues  of  deceased 
memliers  may  be  paid  by  a  relative  or  friend  of  a  memb.er  so  as 
to  restore  the  record  of  a  deceased  member,  same  as  provided  for 
restoring  the  record  of  a  living  member  who  may  be  in  arrears 
of  dues. 

On  motion  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  adjourn  to  meet  at  7  o'clock,  and 
proceed  to  Haverlv's  Theatre,  for  the  annual  oration,  and  to  cover 
meeting  for  business  in  this  room  to-morrow  morning  at 
10  o'clock. 

Chicago,  November  12,  1879. 

The  Societv  convened  in  the  Palmer  House  Club  Room  and 
marched  to  Haverly's  Theatre,  the  place  selected  by  the  Local 
Committee  for  holding  the  exercises  of  the  annual  address,  etc. 
The  theatre  was  densely  crowded  with  citizens  of  Chicago,  who 
had  been  furnished  with  tickets  by  the  Committee,  the  members 
(jf  oiu-  Society  and  their  hulies,  some  four  hundred,  were  dis- 
tril)uted  throughout.  General  Slierman  presided,  and  sitting  upon 
the  stage  were  Generals  Sheridan,  Logan,  Pope,  Oglesby, 
Hurlbut,  Poe,  Force,  Murray,  Hickenlooper,  Woodford,  Harding, 
Macfeely.  Bingham,  Augur,  Raum,  Schofield,  Fuller,  Admiral 
Stewart,  Governor  Beverage,  Ex-Secretary  of  War  Taft,  and 
others. 
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The  reveille  bugle  sounded  at  8:15,  creating  quite  an  enthusias- 
tic applause  fiom  the  old  soldiers  present,  following  it  the  haiul 
played,  and  at  the  close  the  President  called  the  Society  and 
assembly  to  order. 

PRAYER  BY  REV.  THOMAS. 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven!  we  hallow  Thy  great  name. 
Thou  art  not  far  from  any  of  us.  ^^^c  li\  e  because  Thou  dost  live. 
Thou  art  the  (jiver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift.  Thou  art  near 
us  in  Thv  providence  from  da}'  to  da\  .  Thou  art  the  living  (iod 
who  gives  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy.  We  rej(;ice  that  TIkju 
art  our  Father,  and  Thou  art  our  Redeemer.  We  rejoice  that  we 
are  Thy  children,  and  being  Thv  children,  we  are  related  to  all  that 
is  Thine;  related  to  all  truth  and  justice,  to  all  love  and  goodness, 
and  to  every  work  for  the  elevation  of  our  race. 

^^  e  thank  Thee,  our  Father,  that  Thou  hast  given  to  us  this 
great  and  good  land.  We  thank  Thee  for  its  abundance,  and  for 
the  plenty  that  the  people  enjoy.  We  thank  Thee  for  all  our  civil 
and  religious  institutions;  for  our  free  form  of  government ;  for 
the  intelligence  and  prosperit\-  of  our  people.  We  thank  Thee,  our 
Father,  for  what  our  fathers  did  to  lay  the  foundations  of  this  gov- 
ernment. We  thank  Thee  for  the  institutions  that  have  grown  up 
as  the  result  of  their  toils  and  sacrifices;  and  we  thank  Thee  that 
Thou  dost  permit  us,  their  sons  and  daughters,  to  bear  some  part 
in  perpetuating  and  perfecting  their  work.  We  thank  Thee  that 
Thou  hast  raised  up  from  time  to  time,  and  in  our  day,  good  and 
strong  men  to  lead  the  affairs  of  State  and  to  guide  our  armies. 
We  thank  Thee  that  in  our  da\-  a  broader  libert\"  has  come  to  the 
people  of  our  country.  We  thank  Thee  that  oiu'  counti\'  has 
passed  through  its  trials,  and  we  trust  the  bonds  ot  union  are  more 
Hiinly  cemented  than  e\er. 

We  thank  Thee  for  the  noble  soldiery  that  rallied  to  their  coun- 
ti'\"s  call.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  support  of  the  people;  for  the 
c(jurage  Thou  didst  give  our  armies;  for  the  victories  Thou  ditlst 
give  them.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  strength  and  sacrifice  of  our 
mothers,  our  wives,  and  our  daughters  in  the  time  of  our  country's 
need.  We  thank  Thee,  our  Father,  for  this  occasion,  this  reunion 
of  the  soldiers  of  oiir  country,  this  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  and  the  mingling  of  the  other  divisions  of  the  one  great 
arm\-  that  fought  and  won  in  the  one  *rreat  cause. 
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This  hour  must  be,  to  the  soldiers,  full  of  memories — memories 
of  parting  and  meeting;  memories  of  long  marches,  of  weariness; 
memories  of  sickness;   memories  of  defeats  and  victories. 

We  thank  Thee,  our  Father,  that  these  brave  men  can  come 
together  in  the  land  that  is  now  united  and  strong.  We  think  not 
only  of  the  living,  our  Father,  but  in  this  hour  the  memories  come 
up  of  those  who  are  not  here;  of  those  who  have  fought  their  last 
battle;  of  those  whose  bodies  are  bui^ied  far  away.  We  think  of 
them  not  as  dead,  but  as  alive  in  the  land  of  spirits.  We  think  of 
them  as  Thine,  and  that  where  Thou  art  they  are.  We  think  of 
their  wives  and  their  children;  the  widows  and  the  orphans,  and 
in  this  hour  pray  Thy  richest  blessing  to  be  upon  them,  that  they 
may  be  the  nation's  most  sacred  charge.  And,  oiu"  Father,  we 
think  of  the  soldiers,  noble  and  brave,  scattered  over  the  country; 
the  thousands  whose  hearts  are  here,  but  who  cannot  believe  in 
Thy  presence.  Wilt  them  l^less  them,  our  Father.  And  we  think 
in  this  hour  of  our  brothers  against  whom  we  were  compelled  to 
draw  the  sw^ord — loving  the  liie  of  our  country  better  than  their 
lives  and  our  lives; — and  we  pray  Thy  blessing  upon  them.  We 
pray  that  Thou  wouldst  bless  the  widows  and  orphans  in  every 
part  of  our  country;  that  Thou  wouldst  bless  our  country-  and 
hasten  the  time  when  the  bitter  memories  of  war  shall  pass  away 
in  the  sweeter  realization  of  peace.  And  grant,  our  Father,  that 
all  the  interests  of  this  land  may  be  under  Thy  guidar.ce;  that  it 
may  be  a  land  of  justice,  a  land  of  tender  humanitv;  that  all  its 
institutions  may  flourish;  that  its  great  political  parties  may  be 
competitive  only  for  that  which  is  good,  and  that  the  vast  citizen- 
ship coming  to  us  from  other  parts  of  the  world  may  share  our 
spirit,  and  that  we  nia}'  here  ha\e  an  undivided,  intelligent,  and 
progressive  and  happy  nation,  taking  its  place  for  ages  to  come  by 
the  side  of  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

And  now,  our  Father,  we  thank  Thee  that  Thou  hast  watched 
over  him  and  his  faniilv  who  led  the  armies  of  our  country,  that 
Thou  has  preserved  them  in  their  journeyings  around  the  world, 
and  that  they  are  welcomed  home  to  their  own  State  and  beloved 
land  again.  Wilt  Thou  bless  us  in  this  hour,  and  grant  that  from 
its  influences  we  may  draw  nearer  to  God,  nearer  to  Thee,  nearer 
to  all  that  is  good  and  noble  in  manhood  and  in  life.  And  wilt 
Thou  bless  the  world  of  mankind.  Wilt  Thou  grant  unto  us  all 
mercy.     Wilt  Thou  grant   unto  us  purity,  and    wilt  Thou   grant 
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unto    us   at   last   eternal   life.      We  ask  it   in   the   name   of  Christ. 
Amen. 

The  President  then  presented  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Washburne, 
selected  to  deliver  a  welcome  address,  who  spoke  as  follows: 

SPEECH  OF  HON.  E.  B.  WASHBURNE. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen    of    the    Society    of    the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee: — 

In  the  name  of  the  people  of  all  the  States,  I  greet  you  to 
this  reunion. 

It  is  an  exceptional  welcome;  for,  since  your  adieus  at  Des 
Moines,  in  1876,  your  first  commander,  who  meets  with  yon  here 
to-night,  has  made  the  circuit  of  the  world,  and  all  the  nations 
have  laid  at  his  feet  the  tribute  of  their  admiration  and  respect. 
You  must  permit  others,  with  grateful  emotions,  to  hail  with  you 
his  safe  return  to  that  countrv  ^vhich  he  has  so  much  honored, 
and  with  you  to  signify  our  appreciation  of  all  the  honors  which 
have  been  so  graciously,  so  generously,  and  so  worthily  bestowed 
upon  him.  We  find  that,  after  all  his  wanderings  over  the  lands 
and  b}'  the  seas,  he  returns  to  us  the  same  American,  prouder 
than  ever  of  his  country,  its  institutions,  its  great  people, 
and  its  glorious  destinies.  We  join  with  you  in  all  the  acclama- 
tions with  which  he  has  been  e\erywhere  greeted.  The  gallant 
ship  which  bore  him  so  safely,  kissing  the  dark-blue  crystal  of  the 
Pacific  seas,  had  no  sooner  touched  the  shores  of  California  than 
the  chivalric  people  of  that  golden  coast  rose  up  to  l:)id  him  wel- 
come. His  journey  across  the  Continent  and  until  he  has  reached 
this  Empire  City  of  the  Northwest  has  been  one  continual  ovation, 
participated  in  by  all  parties,  all  nationalities,  and  all  creeds. 

Your  meeting,  this  year,  Mr.  President,  comes  fortunately  at  a 
time  when  the  clouds  of  adversity  and  business  depression,  which 
have  so  long  lowered  over  our  country,  are  breaking,  and  we  see 
the  dawn  of  a  brighter  and  better  day.  It  should  be  the  prayer 
of  all  good  and  patriotic  citizens  that  peace,  happiness,  and  fra- 
ternal feelings  may  prevail  throughout  all  our  borders,  and  that 
our  country,  and  our  whole  country,  mav  move  forward  with 
gigantic  strides  in  the  pathway  of  prosperit}-  and  progress.  But 
it  must  be  understood  always,  that  our  starry  ensign,  which  is 
now  saluted  with  reverence  in  every  part  of  the  civilized  globe  as 
the  emblem   of  liberty,   order,  and  law,  must  cover  with  the  a^gis 
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of  its  protection  tlie  lights  of  all  men — native  and  foreign-liorn, 
white  and  black  alike, — over  every  inch  of  the  territory  of  our 
ocean-bound  republic.  When  it  fails  in  that,  it  is  but  a  flaunting 
rag,  to  be  trampled  under  foot  as  a  fitting  emblem  of  our  national 
degradation.  'I'his  reunion  to-night,  of  the  gallant  men  who  fol- 
lowed the  victorious  lianners  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
over  a  hundred  battle-fields,  excites  the  profoundest  feeling? 
of  pride  and  gratitude  in  all  our  hearts.  Such  meetings  serve 
to  keep  alive  that  spirit  of  lo\alty  and  patriotism  which, 
throughout  the  war.  shone  forth  with  such  resplendent  eft'ul- 
gence.  Hearts  beat  once  more  in  unison,  and  the  old  campaign 
memories  are  rekindled.  In  accents  of  enthusiasm  you  can 
recount  the  fatigues  of  the  march,  the  furies  of  the  conflict, 
the  horrors  of  the  battle  field,  and  the  joys  around  the  camp- 
fires.  There  are  times,  Mr.  President,  when  the  ordinary 
language  of  eulogv  becomes  trite  and  unmeaning,  and  the  actions 
of  men  drown  the  echoes  that  linger  on  their  lips.  Who  shall 
dare  to  speak  of  all  the  courage,  the  glories,  the  sacrifices,  the 
suff'erings,  and  of  all  the  inestimid)le  services  rendered  to  the 
country  by  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, — of  all  its  marches,  its 
assaults,  its  sieges,  and  all  its  battles,  from  Belmont  "till  Sherman 
marched  down  to  the  sea  ?"' 

It  is  not  my  province  to-night,  Air.  President,  to  speak  for 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  That  is  left  to  other  and  abler 
hands.  Put  I  would  like  to  sav  a  \vor(l  to  the  living  of  that 
grand  army,  who  have  worn  so  worthily,  alike  in  pid^lic 
and  private  life,  all  the  honors  ihcv  have  so  courageouslv  and 
nobly  won,  holding  a  title  to  public  gratitude  which  shall  descend 
to  the  latest  generations  as  the  proudest  legacy  ever  bequeathed 
from  sire  to  son.  And  I  must  recall  on  this  occasion  the  mem- 
ories  of  your  might\'  dead,  and  join  in  scattering  flowers  over 
their  hallowed  graves.  How  many  of  them  with  whom  you 
marched  ''  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  elbow  touching  elbow,"  fell 
by  your  sides,  and  how  many  of  them  were  buried  hurriedly  on 
the  very  spot  of  the  conflict  !  Put  tiiev  shall  never,  never  be  for- 
gotten. The  grass  shall  ever  giow  green,  and  the  wild  flowers 
shall  ever  blossom  over  all  the  battle-fields  where  repose  their 
sacred  ashes.  I  speak  here  of  the  young,  the  generous,  the  gifted 
Rawlins,  my  townsman  and  friend,  and  known  so  well  to  the 
country  and  so  well  to  you  all.  From  the  day  of  Sumter  till 
death   claimed    him    as  one  of  its  most  distinguished  victims,  he 
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followed  the  fortunes  of  his  great  chief,  and  served  his  country 
with  a  zeal,  a  devotion,  and  an  intelligence  which  challenged  the 
public  admiration.  A  native  of  our  own  great  Commonwealth, 
had  his  valued  life  been  spared  to  us,  there  is  no  honor  that 
Illinois,  at  least,  would  not  have  conferred  upon  him. 

But  I  pause  in  the  presence  of  a  great  figure.  It  is  McPherson 
whose  name  and  fame  are  treasured  in  all  your  memories.  Full 
of  courage,  talent,  intelligence,  and  military  instinct,  dying  so 
young,  and  as  a  soldier  would  die,  on  the  field  of  battle,  he  yet 
lived  to  win  glory  enough  to  distinguish  the  longest  military 
career.  I  can  well  remember  an  incident  of  the  Vicksburg  cam- 
paign, which  took  place  a  few  days  before  the  last  time  I  saw  him, 
and  when  I  bade  him  what  proved  to  be — alas  ! — a  final  adieu.  It 
was  on  the  march  from  Bruinsburg,  and  on  the  day  of  the  battle 
of  Port  Gibson.  He  was  leading  the  rear  column,  and  some  dis- 
tance in  advance.  No  one  there  will  fail  to  remember  his  dashing 
back  on  his  foaming  black  charger, — his  splendid  militar}'  pres- 
ence, and  his  manly  face  lighted  up  with  military  ardor.  He 
brought  a  note  from  the  commanding  General,  who  was,  as  usual, 
at  the  front,  and  which  had  been  hastily  scratched  in  pencil,  It 
was  brief  and  to  the  point,  and  there  was  no  v^^aste  of  ^vords. 
The  note  was  precisely  this,  and  no  more  :  "  We  have  met  the 
ei/eniy  and  are  xvhifping  hi?)i  beautifully"''  And  in  that  cam- 
paign— which  I  undertake  to  say  is  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
extraordinary  ever  set  down  in  military  annals — Gen.  Grant  went 
on  meeting  the  enemy  'Hid  "whipping  him  beautifully,"  until  our 
victorious  eagles  floated  in  triumph  over  the  battlements  of 
Vicksburg. 

I  have  no  time  to  mention  all  the  others,  officers  and  soldiers,  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  who  have  passed  from  among  us,  and 
who  won  glory  and  fame  on  so  many  well-fought  fields.  But  who 
can  pass  over  the  names  of  Wallace,  and  Ransom,  and  Wyman; 
and  who  among  you  will  ever  forget  the  dashing  and  chivalric 
Blair,  and  the  stubborn  liravery  of  our  own  Harding  ?  They  are 
gone,  and  we  can  onlv  mingle  our  tears  with  yours  at  their  loss, 
cut  oft',  so  many  of  them,  in  the  strength  of  their  manhood  and 
the  fullness  of  their  usefulness — 

"  When  a  soldier  weeps  o'er  a  brother's  bier, 

You  may  know  that  the  brave  is  dead; 
For  never  yet  was  a  soldier's  tear 
Shed  over  a  craven's  head." 
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A  grateful  country  has  raised  a  fitting  monument  to  McPherson. 
But  there  are  other  monuments  erected  in  our  hearts  to  the 
memory  of  all  the  noble  dead  of  the  Arm\'  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
which  shall  endure  so  long  as  the  love  of  noble  and  patriotic  deeds 
shall  find  a  lodgment  in  the  human  heart. 

Mr.  President,  and  gentlemen  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  I  bid  yoii  welcome,  welcome, — thrice  welcome. 

This  address  was  received  with  considerate  attention,  and  at 
several  points  applauded.  The  President  then  presented  the 
Governor,  Shelby  M.  Cullom,  who,  speaking  for  the  State  of 
Illinois,  said: 

SPEECH  OF  GOVERNOR  CULLOM. 

Soldiers  of  the   Army  of  the  Tenne.ssee: 

Nearly  fifteen  years  of  eventful  history  have  passed  away  since 
the  armv  of  the  Union,  of  which  you  were  so  important  and  con- 
spicuous a  part,  after  having  completed  the  heroic  task  for  the 
accomplishment  of  which  it  was  called  into  existence,  furled  all  its 
victorious  banners  and  was  disbanded.  The  brave  men  who  con- 
stituted it  returned  each  to  his  pl.'ice  in  the  peaceful  walks  of  life, 
believing  that,  in  the  results  of  the  great  war  in  which  he  had  been 
an  actor,  liberty  and  union — one  and  inseparable,  under  a  govern- 
n:ent  of  the  people — had  been  secured  for  the  future  of  the  repub- 
lic. It  is  not  for  me,  even  it'  time  were  at  m}-  disposal,  to  tell  now 
the  story  of  the  war,  "  From  year  to  year  the  battles,  sieges, 
fortunes,"  that  you  passed.  That  is  a  task  the  muse  of  history 
must  hereafter  perform,  and  in  its  performance  record  your  deeds 
among  those  of  the  l)est  soldiers  (jf  lil)erty,  who  have  made  many 
of  the  eras  of  the  world  bright  with  the  sacrifices  of  unselfish 
patriotism;  for  never,  in  all  the  course  of  time,  did  braver  men 
than  you  fight  for  a  nobler  cause.  And — thanks  to  the  good 
genius  of  the  republic  ! — you  battled  better  than  you  knew^  ;  you 
Inittled  for  the  idea  of  nationality,  which  must  yet  permeate  and 
be  acknowdedged  b\'  all  communities  of  the  republic,  and  in  the 
application  of  which  to  the  affairs  of  the  government  will  be 
found  the  best  safeguard  of  the  rights  of  the  states,  and  the  ina- 
lienable individual  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness. This  idea  has  become  the  chief  stone  of  the  corner,  and 
cannot  be  again  rejected. 

And  now,  as  the  representative  of  the  people  of  Illinois,  and  in 
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the  name  of  the  government  ^vhich  the  soldiers  of  the  Union 
saved  from  destruction,  and  in  memory  of  the  battles  you  fought 
and  the  victories  you  won,  and  in  honor  of  your  dead  comrades, 
whom  the  present  hours  bewail,  and  to  whom  the  future  belongs,  » 
and  who,  if  the  departed  ever  revisit  the  scenes  of  earth,  are  with 
you  here  to-day,  I  welcome  you  within  the  borders  of  our  State. 
And  representing,  by  virtue  of  my  office,  the  patriotic  masses  of 
Illinois,  with  pleasure  I  unite  with  you  in  salutation  of  your  first 
commander,  General  Grant,  in  whose  person  all  the  world  has 
done  honor  to  vour  valor  and  the  valor  of  your  comrades  in  arms, 
which  his  genius  directed  to  victory,  and  who  now  stands  before 
the  people  of  the  Union  the  most  conspicuous  representative  of 
the  idea  of  nationality  which  that  valor,  thus  directed,  vindicated 
and  firmly  established  upon  an  enduring  foundation.  He  returns 
to  us  from  a  memorable  journey.  Departing  from  the  republic  by 
one  of  its  eastern  doors,  he  sailed  across  the  Atlantic,  with  his  face 
toward  the  cast,  and  made  the  circuit  of  the  globe. 

During  his  progress  he  beheld  the  energy  and  refinement  of 
Europe,  the  undisputed  home  of  Christian  civilization;  he  beheld 
the  ignorance  and  barbarism  of  Africa,  the  land  of  mystery  and 
the  field  of  the  future;  he  beheld  tlie  apathy  and  degradation  of 
Asia,  in  which  society  is  a  stagnant  jDool,  and  in  which  he  stood, 
among  the  most  inert,  the  representative  of  the  most  active  people 
in  the  world.  On  his  journey  he  was  at  times  surrounded  by 
architectural  ruins,  and  looked  upon  landscapes  that  called  to  his 
mind  historical  events  as  grand  as  those  in  which  he  had  been  the 
most  prominent  figure.  He  stood  in  the  busy  streets  of  many 
great  cities — walked  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile  and  the  Ganges, 
and  rested  in  the  shadows  of  the  pyramids.  He  beheld  the  holv 
places  of  Buddhism,  heard  the  IMohammedan  call  to  prayers,  and 
in  Palestine,  the  birth-place  of  Christianity,  looked  upon  scenes 
made  sacred  by  the  life  and  death  of  the  Author  of  that  consoling 
faith.  He  had  a  glimpse  of  the  eftects  upon  the  individual  of 
every  form  of  government,  and  glanced  with  comprehensive  eye 
at  every  condition  of  human  existence.  Then,  without  turning 
his  back  upon  his  pathway,  with  his  face  still  toward  the  east,  he 
sailed  across  the  Pacific,  tarrying  for  a  time  on  islands  of  the 
ocean,  and,  passing  the  Golden  gate,  entered  the  republic  through 
one  of  its  western  doors,  greeted  by  a  general  acclamation  of  joy 
at  his  return  to  his  native  land.  Illinois  welcomes  him,  and  wel- 
comes, too,  your  other  great  commander,  the  present  General  of 
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the  Army  of  the  United  States,  who,  during  the  war,  was  the 
right  hand  of  Grant — the  hero  of  the  inarch  to  the  sea — the  bril- 
hant  soldier  ^w^ho  dashed  from  one  victory  to  another,  and  closed 
the  war  in  a  blaze  of  glory.  To  him,  the  incomparable  Sherman, 
Illinois  also  extends  a  hearty  welcome. 

The  chivalric  Logan,  who  commanded  you  in  a  great  emergency, 
is  with  you  here,  and  to  him  Illinois  has  not  only  extended  its 
hand  of  welcome,  but  has  often  said  to  him,  "Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant." 

Another  of  your  commanders,  the  gallant  Howard,  is  elsewhere 
in  honorable  soldiery  employment,  and  to  him,  and  to  all  other 
absent  heroes  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Illinois  sends  a 
thankful  greeting. 

And  would  that  Illinois  could  welcome  or  send  greeting  to  your 
third  commander,  the  lamented  McPherson,  who,  as  has  been  elo- 
quently said,  "from  the  front  of  the  action,  in  full  sight  of  the  foe, 
booted  and  spurred,  went  into  the  presence  of  the  God  of  battles." 
And  would  that  Illinois  could  give  a  welcome  to  the  other  noble 
men  of  your  army  who  sacrificed  their  lives  for  the  country. 
Would  that,  here  and  now,  I  could,  uttering  the  wish  of  Illinois, 
greet  and  welcome  your  loved  comrade,  the  friend  of  my  youth, 
the  brave  and  patriotic  Rawlins.  But  McPherson  and  Rawlins 
are  gone — no  sound  can  awake  them  to  glory  again.  To  them, 
and  to  all  your  dead  comrades,  Illinois  pays  the  tribute  of  honest 
regret,  and  all  the  nation  laments  them. 

"There  is  a  tear  for  all  that  die — ■ 

A  mourner  o'er  the  humblest  grave; 
But  nations  swell  the  funeral  cry, 

And  triumph  weeps  above  the  brave." 

The  roll  of  your  heroes  of  rank  is  large,  and  America  is  proud 
of  the  names  that  adorn  it;  but  you,  the  men  of  the  rank  and  file, 
ai"e  not  forgotten,  and  to  you,  to-day,  in  the  name  of  all  the  people 
of  Illinois,  I  extend  the  heartiest  of  welcomes,  and  adopting  and 
adapting  the  language  of  Shakspeare,  I  declare  that  "you  have 
deserved  worthily  of  your  country,"  and  have  so  planted  your 
honor  in  the  people's  eyes,  and  your  actions  in  their  hearts,  that 
for  the  public  tongue  to  be  silent  and  not  confess  so  much  were  a 
kind  of  ungrateful  injury,  and  to  report  otherwise  were  a  malice 
that,  giving  itself  the  lie,  would  pluck  reproof  and  rebuke  from 
every  tongue  that  heard  it. 

Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Illinois  welcomes  you  all. 
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The   President  next   presented   the   Hon.  Carter    H.  Harrison 
who  spoke  as  follows  : 

SPEECH  OF  CARTER   H.  HARRISON. 

on  behalf  of  the  city  of  chicago. 

Gentlemen    of   the    Society   of   the    Army  of   the    Ten- 
nessee : 

You  have  now  been  greeted  in  loyal  words  by  the  whole 
people  of  this  broad  land.  Patriotic  Illinois,  has  welcomed  you 
also  in  burning  words.  It  now,  sir,  becomes  my  pleasant  duty  to 
welcome  you  to  the  business  city  of  Chicago,  to  its  hearts  as  well 
as  to  its  home.  Sir,  this  is  pre-eminently  a  business  community,  Its 
people  are  intensely  intent  upon  the  pursuits  of  those  objects 
which  promote  their  material  interests.  Some  of  our  rival  sisters 
around  us  would  say  that  we  are  too  madly  following  after  the 
almighty  dollar.  But,  after  all,  self  interest  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
the  greater  part  even  of  the  better  human  actions.  Self-interest 
in  Chicago  makes  deep  the  gratitude  she  owes  to  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.  [Applause.]  Sir,  there  are  two  kinds  of  patriot- 
ism— two  species  of  love  of  country.  There  is  that  blind  idolatry 
a  man  feels  for  the  land  of  his  birth  simpl}'  because  it  is  his  native 
land.  It  is  a  feeling  that  is  born  at  the  fireside,  and  clusters 
around  the  homestead.  It  is  nourished  by  the  traditions  of  the 
past  and  by  the  memories  of  the  hallowed  dead.  It  burns  in  the 
heart,  it  flows  through  the  veins,  and  vibrates  through  the  entire 
nervous  system.  It  is  a  sentiment,  sir.  But  also  there  is  another 
kind  of  patriotism — a  patriotism  which  has  its  birth  in  the  brain- 
centre,  nourished  by  reason  and  by  thought.  It  is  as  steadfast  in 
the  heart  of  the  man  who  comes  to  America,  making  it  the  land 
of  his  choice,  as  in  the  heart  of  him  who  is  to  the  manor  born. 
Chicago,  sir,  is  an  aggregation  of  peoples  from  many  lands.  The 
bulk  of  our  population  is  either  foreign-born,  or  immediately 
descended  from  the  foreign-born,  and  yet  this  population  has  had, 
has  to-day,  as  steadfast  love  for  America  and  for  her  Institutions 
as  any  populations  of  the  older  cities  of  the  Union.  [Applause.] 
When  that  dread  peal  burst  from  the  cannon's  mouth  at  Charles- 
ton's harbor,  was  caught  up,  rolled  across  the  mountains,  became 
doubly  hoarse  in  its  deep  recesses,  echoed  and  re-echoed  from 
their   loftiest    heights,  was   swollen   and   spread   over  our    broad 
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prairies,  coming  to  this  city  of  the  plains,  telHng  us  that  the  dis- 
content of  the  South  had  robed  itself  in  the  garb  of  grim-vizaged 
war,  the  people  of  Chicago  said,  by  one  unanimous  voice,  that 
secession  was  a  remedy  for  no  evil.  [Applause.]  Our  business 
men,  crossing  over  the  manv  bridges  which  span  our  little  river, 
looking  down  upon  its  water,  some  of  which  is  carried  by  the 
northern  and  northeasterly  winds  out  into  the  Desplaines,  flowing 
hard  by  our  western  suburb,  then  on  its  long  watery  way  through 
the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers  to  the  Gulf — these  business  men, 
with  a  keen  eye  to  the  benefits  of  union  and  of  an  uninterrupted 
commerce,  uttered  a  stern  resolution  that  the  Mississippi  river 
and  its  ten  thousand  miles  of  tributary  streams  should  never 
moisten  the  soil  of  a  divided  country.  [Applause.]  From  that 
moment,  Chicago  never  flagged  in  her  deyotion  to  the  Union. 
Her  people  never  for  one  instant  doubted  of  the  Republic. 
For  a  while,  the  news  coming  from  the  seat  of  war  was  not 
too  encouraging.  Here  and  there,  there  was  a  glimmer  of 
sunshine.  It  was  not  until  eighteen  years  and  five  days 
ago,  when  a  small  army  at  Belmont  taught  the  world  that  a 
citizen  soldiery — a  soldiery  recruited  from  the  farm  and  from  the 
work-shop,  and  from  behind  the  counter — could  do  deeds  of 
steadfast  daring  equal  to  those  of  the  oldest  and  best-tried 
regiments, — it  was  not  until  then  that  she  had  a  real  ground  of 
pride.  Sir,  Belmont  was  but  the  chirp  of  the  eaglet  within  its 
shell,  but  it  gave  promise  of  the  wiUl  scream  of  its  grown 
future.  That  little  army,  recruited  from  the  stalwart  hearts 
and  from  the  brawny  muscles  grown  on  our  free  prairies,  soon 
threw  itself  around  Donelson.  It  tightened  its  grasp  tighter 
and  tighter,  until  its  beleaguering  Captain  surrendered,  and 
nearly  15,000  prisoners  came  to  Chicago,  telling  us  that  we  had 
a  true  friend  and  guard  at  the  front.  [Applause.]  That  army, 
which  had  been  begotten  in  blood  at  Belmont,  was  at  Donelson 
baptised  in  victory, — the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  [Applause.] 
From  that  day,  the  people  of  Chicago  never  for  a  moment  lost 
sight  of  that  army.  In  the  morning  we  read  on  the  bulletin- 
boards  whereto  it  was  marching.  By  lightning  at  night  we 
saw  it  around  the  bivouac  fires.  We  saw  it  climbing  slowly  up 
the  Tennessee,  crossing  over  from  the  Cumberland,  until  it 
massed  at  Pittsburg  Landing.  For  an  hour  or  two  we  were  told 
it   was   defeated,    but,    thank   God,    the    Army  of  the  Tennessee 
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never  knew  when  it  was  whipped.  [Applause.]  It  snatched 
from  the  very  jaws  of  defeat  one  of  the  most  substantial  victor- 
ies of  the  war.  [Applause.]  Corinth  was  its  immediate  first 
fruit,  but  your  wily  and  brave  enem}',  knowing  the  value  of  that 
strategic  point,  endeavored  to  repossess  it,  and  again  you  won  a 
battle  at  Corinth.  After  many  long  marches,  many  victories, — 
the  crowning  one,  luka, — we  saw  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
sleeping  on  the  low  banks  of  the  deadly  Yazoo.  We  trembled 
then,  for  we  knew  that  its  pestilential  breath  was  far  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  muskets  or  the  cannon  of  a  living  enemy. 
Unable  to  scale  the  heights  of  Vicksburg,  the  army  crossed  over 
to  the  other  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river.  It  said  to  itself, 
"Cvrus  of  old  turned  the  Euphrates,  we  will  turn  from  its  course 
the  old  Mississippi."  But  it  was  a  flood  drowning  an  empire.  It 
despised  your  human  efl'orts.  Unable  to  bridle  the  monster,  you 
mounted  his  untamed  liack,  and.  running  a  gauntlet  of  lire  and 
hail,  passed  Grand  Gulf,  fought  a  battle  every  other  day,  and 
every  battle  was  a  victory.  Vicksburg  fell,  and  Chicago  shouted 
"  Thank  God,  the  sun  shines  upon  a  free  Mississippi."  [Ap- 
plause.] We  next  saw  you  concentrated  at  Chattanooga.  We 
gloried  in  your  victory.  We  saw  you  trailing  along  Lookout 
Mountain  and  ^Missionary  Ridge.  We  saw  you  mounting 
up,  up,"  higher,  higher,  until  you  were  lost  in  the  clouds  that 
capped  their  dizzy  heights.  We  heard  the  boom  of  cannon, 
where  before  alone  had  been  heard  the  roll  of  heaven's  own  artil- 
lery. The  cannon  boomed  louder  and  louder,  the  clouds  grew 
denser  and  denser,  until  at  last  we  heard  a  shout.  The  clouds 
lifted,  the  smoke  blew  away  and  the  sun  burst  forth,  and  thirty 
million  of  free  men  uttered  one  grand  huzza:  "It  is  the  sun  of 
victory!"  [Applause.]  Sir,  we  then  saw  you  traveling  on  your 
long  march  to  the  sea.  We  saw  you  begrimed  with  mud  and 
smoke,  bathing  in  the  warm  waters  ot  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  thence 
you  climbed  over  the  Carolinas,  fighting  the  last  battle  of  the  war 
at  Bentonville,  and  receiving  a  Nation's  plaudit  beneath  the  Cap- 
itol of  )-our  country. 

Before  you  sat  the  Father  of  His  Country  in  chiseled  majesty. 
High  above  you,  benignantly  smiled  the  statue  of  the  Goddess  of 
Liberty.  You  had  come,  for  the  first  time,  to  the  Capital  of  your 
Nation.  You  had  come  by  no  easy  road,  and  you  had  come  on 
no   deadhead   ticket.      [Applause.]     You   had   fought   your   way 
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through    eleven    States.     You    had   paid  toll  at  every  cross-road. 
Your  dead  comrades  lay  sleeping  in  eleven  States,  and  in  half  of 
their  counties       Sir,    it   was  the  first  time  you  saw  your  Narion's 
Capital,  and  well  for  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  it  was  the  first 
time.       Had    you     been     in     its    neighborhood    before,    had    you 
been    hounded    "on    to    Richmond"    by    politicians,   you    would 
never    have     had    all   your    victories.      [Applause.]       Some    one 
of  your   hundred   victories    would    have   been    taken    from    your 
escutcheons,   and   the   Army   of  the  Tennessee  would  have  been 
compelled  to  acknowledge  at  least  one   defeat.      But    the    breath 
of    the    politician    never    fell    upon    vour    serried    ranks.       Your 
first    General    was    far   removed    from    the    seat   of  Government. 
He   planned    his    battles,    he    won    them,    and    the    world,    in    the 
broad   circuit   of  the   sun,    along    which   he   has   been    traveling, 
calls    him    the    first     Captain     of    the    age.     [Deafening    cheers, 
which    continued    several    minutes.    General    Grant    arising    and 
bowing  in  acknowledgment.]     But,  gentlemen,  your  second  com- 
mander, history  will  tell  you,  was  second  in  rank,  but  not  second 
in  genius.      [The  audience  cheered  again,  and  kept  up  the  racket 
until  General  Sherman  smilingly  arose  and  bowed,  he  having,  by 
motion   of  his  head,   asked    some  one  in  the  parquette,  if  he  was 
meant,   and   received   an    affirmative   nod.]     ^Vell  do  I  remember 
that  one  of  the   stay-at-home   political   Generals,  when  Sherman 
said  it  would  take  one  hundred   thousand  men   to  hold   Kentucky 
safely,  said  Sherman  was  crazy,  and  I,  who  defended  him,  was  no- 
thing but  a  Copperhead.  [Laughter.]  Thank  God  that  America  had 
crazy  Sherman  in  her  time  of  need.  [Applause.]  But,  gentlemen, 
ofiicers.  Generals,  Colonels,  Captains,  think  not  that  you  made  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  It  was  the  rank  and  file  of  that  grand  army 
that    made    you.      [Cheers.]     Where   3'ou   dared    bravely   to  lead, 
they  bravely   foUuwed.     Your  names  will  be  emblazoned  on  the 
page  of  historv.      Ballads  will  be  sung  of  Grant,   of  Sherman,   of 
Logan,   and    a    liost  of  others.      But    there  are    "  mute,  inglorious" 
heroes  whose  bodies  lie  far  on  Southern  jDlains.     There   are   mute 
Grants  and  Logans  even  yet  at  the  plow  and  at  the  wheel,  work- 
ing as  laboring  men.     [Applause.]      Thev  did  not  have  your  edu- 
cation,   but   they   had   the  bravery  that  made  them  fight  for  their 
country,  although   their   country   could    give   them    no   glorj-.      In 
after   ages,    some   future   Homer   will    write  a  grand  epic,  and  the 
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rank   and    file   of  the   Arm}'    of  the  Tennessee,   aggregating   one 
grand  mass,  will  be  sung  in  the  epic  of  the  last  war. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  I  wel- 
come you,  as  Mayor  of  Chicago,  to  our  firesides  and  to  our  homes. 
I  welcome  vou  to  a  spot  in — our  people,  where  live  not  only  the 
General  and  the  otiicei",  but  every  private  soldier — the  heart  of  the 
people  of  Chicago.  Thrice  and  again  I  welcome  you,  and  hope, 
when  you  go  away  from  us,  you  will  carry  as  pleasing  recollec- 
tions of  us  as  we  have  of  you.  I  would  that  we  could  do  some- 
thing to  pay  but  in  a  half  way  the  debt  of  gratitude  that  the  busi- 
ness city  of  Chicago  owes  to  that  army,  which  became  its  pet 
from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  which,  it  believes  to-day,  did 
more  than  any  other  to  protect  its  commerce  and  keep  its  country 
one.      [Applause.] 

To  these  addresses  of  welcome  General  Sherman  responded  for 
the  Society  in  the  following  iitting  words. 

General  Sherman  stood  up,  and  was  received  with  a  round  of 
cheers  that  made  the  lights  twinkle.  After  the  cheers  subsided, 
the  General  responded  to  the  address  of  welcome  as  follows: 

GENERAL  SHERMAN'S  RESPONSE. 

CoiSIRADES: 

We  are  rich  in  welcome  to-night.  We  have  heard  words 
of  deep  feeling  and  praise  from  Mr.  Washburne,  who  is  known 
over  the  civilized  world;  whose  home  on  the  Mississippi  war- 
ranted him  in  speaking  for  that  broad  land  which  extends  from 
Minnesota  to  the  Gulf,  and  from  the  AUeghenies  to  the  Rocky 
mountains.  We  have  also  heard  from  your  Governor,  Governor 
Cullom,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  great  State  of  Illinois,  the 
granary  of  the  world.  He  has  also  tendered  you  words  of  wel- 
come, and  I  know  that  he  means  them,  for  he  is  a  man  of  heart 
and  of  head,  as  I  have  reasons  to  know.  [Applause.]  And, 
lastly,  we  have  heard  from  the  Mayor  of  Chicago,  that  city, 
meteor-like,  which  has  risen  among  the  great  cities  of  the  world, 
ready  and  willing — for  a  consideration — [laughter  and  applause] 
to  feed  the  world.  [Renewed  laughter  and  applause.]  And  I 
believe  Chicago  would  undertake  to  build  a  railroad  to  the  moon 
if  the  "man  in  the  moon"  would  hold  down  a  ladder  long  enough 
for  its  mayor  to  get  there.     [Laughter   and  applause.]     Anyhow, 
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we  accept  your   welcome    in   the  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  ten- 
dered, and  thank  you  one  and  all. 

And  what  is  this  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  that 
you  praise  so  highly,  composed  of — the  veterans  who  are  now 
sitting  with  their  wives  and  children  before  us?  The}'  are  not 
organized  for  purposes  of  war,  but  represent  an  army  once  styled 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

In  1865,  afar  off  in  Raleigh,  N.  C,  before  the  fluttering  wings 
of  peace  were  heard,  even  when  the  sound  of  cannon  and  the  rifle 
were  familiar  to  us  all,  a  few  of  our  comrades  met  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  of  the  State  Capital  of  North  Carolina,  and  there  passed 
a  series  of  resolutions,  which  I  wish  every  citizen  in  this  land 
would  read  very  often.  We  have  I'ead  them  so  often  that  they 
are  almost  as  familiar  to  us  as  our  own  names.  I  wish  citizens 
would  read  those  resolutions,  to  show  what  was  in  the  hearts  of 
the  army  at  that  time.  Kindness  and  charity  pervaded  every  line 
and  every  syllable. 

They  resolved  to  meet  once  a  year,  not  to  celebrate  victories; 
not  to  glory  in  their  achievements  of  arms,  but  to  do  acts  of  kind- 
ness and  charity  to  each  other,  to  keep  alive  the  kindlier  memories 
of  their  lives. 

You  all  remember  it,  my  comrades.  I  need  not  tell  you;  but  I 
speak  of  it  to  show  the  citizens  who  are  behind  me  that  we  are  a 
society  named  after  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  proud  of  its  record, 
glorying  in  its  deeds,  but  still  social  in  our  nature — purely  social 
in  our  nature.  And  we  have  resolved  to  come  together  annually, 
and  have  kept  our  promise  now  for  thirteen  years.  We  have 
recorded  every  word  which  has  been  spoken,  every  ^qq{\  done, 
whether  of  charity  or  in  reward,  and  these  proceedings  are 
recorded  and  can  be  seen  by  the  whole  world.  They  are  very 
instructive. 

We  ask  no  praise,  we  ask  no  flattery,  but  are  always  pleased  to 
hear  kindly  words  and  messages  from  our  fellow-citizens.  I 
know  that  when  I  return  to  these  gentlemen  and  the  communi- 
ties they  represent  the  thanks  of  this  Society,  that  every  member 
of  this  Society  will  say  "Amen."      [Applause.] 

We  are  to-night  assembled  prepared  to  make  good  the  welcome 
of  our  old  comrades  and  friends  to  our  first  commander,  Ulysses 
S.  Grant — [cheers] — who  has  been,  like  his  namesake,  wandering 
all  around   the   world,  and   has  at  last  come  back   to  God's  land. 
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[Applause  and  laup^hter.]  We  welcome  him  back  in  a  simple, 
soldierly  way,  and  he  who  is  to  follow  me  in  a  few  minutes  will 
probably  enlarge  upon  the  subject,  and  therefore  I  do  not  intend 
to  dwell  upon  it,  but  to  sav  to  him  that  he  can  look  forward  in  the 
faces  of  these  men  and  recognize  a  friend  in  every  one;  a  little 
older  than  thev  were  w'hen  he  went  away,  but  the  same  old  fel- 
lows.     [Laughter  and  applause.] 

And  we  propose  to  meet  every  year,  either  in  a  great  city  like 
Chicago,  or  some  other  city  ^vhere  we  can  get  plenty  to  eat — 
[laughter] — and  I  am  satisfied,  from  what  I  have  heard  to-day, 
that  there  are  a  dozen  cities  anxious  to  have  us  next  year. 
[Applause.]  I  hope  the  committee  to-day  has  determined  that 
question.  In  the  meantime,  now,  gentlemen,  returning  again 
thanks  to  our  kind  patrons  of  to-day,  and  of  this  evening,  I  will 
allo^v  the  proceedings  to  go  on  in  the  order  in  ^vhich  they  are 
prescribed  in  our  programme,  and  will  first  call  upon  Frank  Lom- 
bard for  an  army  song.     [Cheers.] 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  GeneraTs  remarks  were  received 
with  cordiality,  he  being  frequently  interrupted  with  applause  by 
the  entire  audience. 

The  next  in  order  being  "army  songs,"  Frank  Lombard,  John 
Hubbard,  R.  T.  Ilasward  and  G.  B.  Booth  sang  "Marching 
Through  Georgia,"  when  the  audience  insisted  that  they  should 
sing  "Old  Shady."     Both  songs  elicited  enthusiastic  applause. 

The  President  then  introduced  Major-General  W.  Q.  Gresham, 
the  appointed  orator  for  the  annual  meeting,  who  spoke  as  follows: 

ANNUAL  ADDRESS  BY  W.  Q.  GRESHAM. 

Comrades,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  tendency  of  our  civilization  is  to  substitute  for  the  rule 
of  physical  force  that  of  reason  and  law,  and  the  occasional  resort 
to  forcible  measures  by  the  governments  of  the  civilized  world  in 
their  dealings  with  each  other  is  deprecated  as  a  return  to  the 
usages  of  barbarism.  War  is  a  manifestation  of  physical  force 
that  is  regarded  b}-  many  as  an  unnecessary  evil.  But  even  in 
barbarous  times  it  was  not  an  unmixed  injury.  The  harm  that  it 
wrought  in  those  times  is  apparent  upon  the  most  cursory  inspec- 
tion of  their  records,  but  its  benefits  are  discernible  upon  a  care- 
ful  and    comprehensive    retrospect   of  the   world's   history  and  a 
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comparison  of  nations  and  epochs,  one  with  another.  We  can 
thus  see  that  in  the  early  ages  of  the  world  wars  were  not  only 
important  factors  in  human  progress,  but  that  they  were  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  elevation  and  advancement  of  our  race. 
They  were  the  agency  by  means  of  which  small  and  weak  com- 
munities were  fused  and  welded  into  large  and  powerful  nations. 
Men  gained  strength  and  mutual  protection  from  their  coalesence 
in  this  way;  they  were  gradually  relieved  from  the  active  and 
incessant  vigilance  which  was  once  required  for  the  preservation 
of  their  lives  and  property;  and  they  were  vouchsafed  leisure  for 
the  arts  and  enterprises  of  peace.  Having  obtained  an  immunity 
from  the  murderous  and  predatory  attacks  of  their  stronger  neigh- 
boi's,  they  quit  making  reprisals  on  their  weaker  ones  and  turned 
their  minds  to  other  things.  They  ceased  to  be  nomadic  and 
became  pastoral;  they  began  to  till  the  soil  and  learn  the  ways  of 
commerce.  Peace  and  civilization  were  thus  the  result  of  the  war- 
fare of  the  primitive  world;  the  conditions  of  their  existence  grew 
out  of  it;  their  foundations  were  laid  by  it. 

Instead  of  the  almost  uninterrupted  warfare  of  the  earlier  times, 
our  wars  are  separated  by  long  intervals  of  peace,  and  they  are 
"the  last  argument  of  kings"  and  nations.  Their  ultimate  disap- 
pearance from  the  stage  of  human  action  was  long  ago  the  theme 
of  Hebrew  poetry,  and  even  modern  writers  like  Buckle  have 
have  been  encouraged  by  their  comparative  infrequency,  and  the 
growing  aversion  to  them,  to  predict  the  rapid  approach  of  a  time 
when  the  nations  of  the  earth  "shall  beat  their  swords  into  plow- 
shares, and  their  spears  into  pruning-hooks,"  and  when  "nation 
shall  not  lift  up  a  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn 
war  any  more."*  The  vanity  and  hopelessness  of  these  anticipa- 
tions of  a  permanent  and  universal  peace,  under  the  present  con- 
ditions of  human  existence,  are  impressively  demonstrated  by  the 
great  wars  which  have  taken  place  in  Europe  and  in  our  own 
country  within  the  l^rief  period  of  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the 
"introduction  to  the  history  of  civilization  in  England"  was  given 
to  the  world.  Burke  is  unfortunately  nearer  the  truth  when  he 
says:  "As  to  war,  if  it  be  the  means  of  wrong  and  violence,  it  is 
the  sole  means  of  justice  among  nations.  Nothing  can  banish  it 
from  the  world." 

The  appeal  to   physical  force   can   never  be  wholly  renounced. 
Even    without  its  manifestation  in   a    threatening    armament,   or 
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its  being  called  into  frequent  and  vigorous  action,  the  sense  of  its 
being  in  reserve  contributes  materially  to  the  respect  in  which  a 
government  is  held  at  home  and  abroad,  and  helps  to  gain  the 
ready  obedience  of  its  citizens  for  its  law^s  and  the  courteous  con- 
sideration of  foreign  powers  for  its  demands  upon  them.  The 
validity  of  international  treaties  and  arbitrations  depends  in  the 
last  analysis  upon  the  latent  ability  of  the  world  to  compel  the 
observance  of  them.  The  comity  of  nations  is  a  deference  to 
their  power,  and  it  exists  because  it  can  be  enforced.  The  glove 
of  conventional  usage  covers  a  mailed  hand. 

As  war  was  once  the  means  of  making  nations,  so  in  modern 
times  it  has  been  employed  to  prevent  the  dismemberment  of  our 
own  nation,  and  again  the  end  has  justified  the  means.  If  seces- 
sion had  been  permitted,  or  if  it  had  been  victorious  in  our  last 
war,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  we  should  have  been  idtimately  rent 
into  small  and  factious  states  whose  dissensions  would  have  been 
ruinous  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  a  continent.  We  should 
have  been  torn  into  fragments  at  a  time  when  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  Europe  were  moving  in  an  opposite  direction,  and 
were  seeking  the  popular  good  in  the  unification  of  Germany 
and  Italy.  Our  progress  in  civilization  would  have  been  arrested 
and  reversed;  we  would  have  sunk  to  the  level  of  the  South 
American  States;  and  our  voice  would  have  as  little  influence  as 
theirs  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

But  the  sentiment  of  nationality  which  made  us  one  was  strong 
enough  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  throughout  the  period  of 
its  duration,  to  resist  and  overcome  the  effort  for  our  disruption, 
and  it  has  been  strengthened  by  the  victory.  This  sentiment  was 
long  the  inspiration  of  one  of  the  purest  and  ablest  of  our  politi- 
cal parties,  and  it  was  renounced  by  that  party  only  in  the  days  of 
its  degeneracy,  when  it  had  ceased  to  be  guided  by  the  counsels 
of  its  first  great  leader,  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  when  it  was 
split  into  factions  and  controlled  by  unworthy  men.  who  were 
reckless  and  unscrupulous  enough  to  make  any  renunciations  or 
professions  in  its  name  which  promised  a  restoration  of  the  jDower 
it  had  lost.  Whatever  mav  have  been  the  final  shortcomings  of 
the  Federalists,  we  have  learned  in  the  stress  of  war  to  more  fully 
appreciate  the  force  and  significance  of  this  sentiment  by  which 
they  were  once  jxtuated.  Instead  of  the  bodily  resurrection  of 
other  defunct  parties,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  soul  and  vitalizing 
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principle  of  this  one  that  still  sleeps  in  an  unmolested  grave  may 
continue  to  walk  the  earth,  and  to  exert  its  beneficent  influence 
upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  countrymen.  Or,  it  is  to  be 
desired,  rather,  that  by  some  such  process  as  that,  through  which 
the  ancients  supposed  the  souls  of  the  dead  were  transmitted  to 
the  living,  it  may  penetrate  their  minds  and  hearts,  and  be  diffused 
throughout  their  systems,  and  become  thoroughly  and  vitally  in- 
corporated with  them.  For  in  its  vigor  ami  permanence,  and  its 
complete  identification  with  our  thought  and  existence,  is  the 
assurance  of  the  stability  of  our  Government,  our  material  pros- 
perity, and  our  growth  in  civilization. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  look  abroad,  to  Iea^■e  our  own  shores 
and  scan  the  history  of  other  countries  for  any  evidence  of  the 
importance  of  the  national  sentiment  as  a  source  of  virility  to  the 
Government  and  an  element  of  its  strength  and  capacitv.  Our 
own  history,  from  the  Declaration  of  Independence  until  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  bears  witness  to  its  importance.  Although 
the  act  which  severed  us  from  the  mother  country  was  an  act  of 
the  people,  a  national  act,  and  not  in  any  sense  an  act  of  the 
colonics,  the  unity  of  sentiment  which  thus  existed  at  the  outset 
was  shortly  afterwards  disturbed  and  impaired  by  the  relations  of 
the  Colonial  Governments  to  each  other,  and  b}-  the  manner  of 
their  adjustment.  These  relations  were,  in  the  seventh  year  of 
our  inilependence,  definitely  settled  by  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, and  our  national  dissolution  formally  began  with  this  act  of 
settlement,  in  the  very  infancy  of  the  Nation  that  was  born  at 
Philadelphia.  The  rivalries  of  the  States  were  subordinated  to  a 
common  jealousy  of  the  central  power  which  threatened  to  become 
superior  to  any  one  of  them.  Thus,  in  order  to  prevent  their  own 
eclipse,  the  State  Governments  deemed  it  necessary  to  repress  the 
growth  of  our  nationality,  to  destroy  the  unity  of  feeling  and  in- 
terest which  the  resistance  to  a  common  enemy  had  spread  abroad 
in  the  land,  and  the  articles  of  confederation  served  and  expressed 
this  purpose.  The  bond  of  our  union  was  so  modified  and  limited 
by  them,  that  it  was  said  by  Washington  to  be  "a  shadow  without 
a  substance."  The  natural  and  inevitable  results  ensued.  The 
Federal  (jovernment  was  gradually  emasculated;  its  requisitions 
upon  the  States  were  dishonored  and  openly  derided,  and  accord- 
ing to  Fisher  Ames,  "it  had  l)arel\'  revenue  enough  to  buy  sta- 
tionery for  its  clerks  or  pay  the  salary  of  the  door-keeper;"  it  was 
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unalile  to  pay  its  debts  or  compel  the  observance  of  its  treaties, 
and  Washington  writes  to  Colonel  Lee  that  it  is  hardly  possible 
''to  \Mi  more  exposed  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  or  more  contempti- 
ble than  we  already  are."  As  the  vigor  and  energy  of  the  Federal 
(rovernment  declined,  the  dissensions  between  the  States  were 
revived.  Each  one  of  them  claimed  and  exercised  the  right  to 
regulate  its  own  commerce,  and  b}'  their  wanton  and  culpable 
misuse  of  this  prerogative,  business  was  seriously  impaired  and 
almost  destroyed.  Short-sighted  and  unjust  discriminations  were 
made  by  one  against  another,  and  these  begot  equally  unwise  anil 
injurious  relations.  With  the  stagnation  ot  business,  the  general 
idleness  and  popular  discontents  that  were  produced  by  it,  the 
impotency  of  Congress  and  the  incapacity  of  the  legislatures  of 
the  States  to  provide  any  adec[uate  remedy  for  the  disorders  of 
society,  it  was  becoming  rajDidlv  demoralized.  Socialistic  notions 
that  were  quite  as  radical  and  subversive  of  existing  institutions, 
as  those  of  France,  fountl  a  lodgment  here.  vShay's  rebellion  in 
Massachusetts  had,  for  its  ultimate  object,  the  repudiation  of  pub- 
lic and  private  indebtedness  and  a  redistribution  of  property. 
Anarch\',  civil  war,  social  and  political  disorganization  were  immi- 
nent, and  the  republic  seemed  to  be  near  its  end.  Its  friends  at 
home  and  abroad  were  harrassed  with  the  most  gloomy  appre- 
hensions as  to  its  fate.  Dark  and  dismal  forebodings  had  usurped 
the  place  of  those  hopeful  anticipations  with  which  it  had  been 
ushered  into  existence.  Justice  Story  tells  us  that  "it  is,  indeed, 
difticult  to  overcharge  any  picture  of  the  gloom  and  apprehension 
which  then  pervaded  the  public  councils  as  w^ell  as  the  private 
meditations  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  country."  The  pages  of  the 
Federalist  reflect  the  same  sorrowful  j:)icture  of  the  times. 

It  was  in  this  period  of  anxietv  and  distress,  when  the  republic 
and  society  itself  were  threatened  with  overthrow  and  ruin,  that 
the  means  of  their  preservation  were  found  to  be  "a  more  perfect 
union,"'  Men  saw  that  by  the  articles  of  confederation  they  had 
cieated  a  government  which  go^■ern(-■d  nothing.  They  had  bound 
the  nation  soon  after  its  birth  with  swaddling  bands  that  were  so 
close  and  unyielding  as  to  restrict  the  healthful  play  of  its  vital 
organs,  to  enfeeble  and  paralyze  them;  they  had  early  inoculated 
it  with  the  virus  of  decay,  and  its  complete  debilitation  was  almost 
accomplished.  But  the  national  sentiment  was  again  quickened 
into  buoyant  and  active  life  by   the   stern  exigency   of  the    times, 
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and  it  l)ecanie  a  sanative  recuperative  force  whicli  was  ultimately 
formulated  in  the  Constitution.  Those  who  were  impervious  to 
its  full  influence,  and  were  jealous  of  its  unrestricted  sway,  were 
led,  nevertheless,  by  the  desire  of  self-preservation,  to  seek  its 
ends,  and  thus  bore  unwilling  testimony  to  its  value  and  efficacy. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  Washington,  "founded  on  the  maturest 
deliberation,"  that  there  was  "no  alternative,  no  hope. of  alteration, 
no  intermediate  resting  place  between  the  adoption  of  this  (Con- 
stitution) and  a  recurrence  to  an  unqualified  state  of  anarch}'  and 
all  its  deplorable  consequences." 

But  the  national  sentiment  did  not  triumjih  without  a  struggle. 
Its  opponents  were  unwilling  to  make  any  greater  sacrifice  of  the 
autonomy  of  the  States  than  was  indispensible  for  the  immediate 
and  temporary  protection  of  society,  and  in  the  constitutional  con- 
vention, and  before  the  people,  their  resistance  was  energetic  and 
determined.  Even  after  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  their  hos- 
tility to  it  was  prolonged  until  it  was  thought  to  be  susceptible  of  an 
interpretation  in  accofdance  with  their  views  of  government.  Not- 
withstanding the  plain  letter  of  that  instrument,  the  obvious  spirit 
and  import  of  its  provisions,  and  the  notorious  and  indisputable 
fact  that  it  was  designed  as  the  basis  of  a  more  perfect  union  than 
there  had  been  or  could  be,  under  the  articles  of  confederation,  they 
invented  a  theory  of  it  which  would  render  the  labor  of  its  found- 
ers vain.  The  work  of  the  convention  would  be  undone  by  the 
subtle  refinements  of  a  logical  process,  the  political  character  of  the 
government  would  remain  unchanged,  the  confederacy  would  be 
restored  under  the  name  of  the  union,  and  the  popular  will  would  be 
disregarded  and  circumvented.  It  is  this  theory  which  denies  the 
supremacy  of  the  National  Government,  and  exalts  and  magnifies 
the  authority  of  the  States,  which  was  formulated  by  the  legislatures 
of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  in  the  resolutions  of  1798,  elaborated 
and  amplified  by  John  C.  Calhoun,  and  practiced  by  Jefferson 
Davis.  In  its  simplest  form  it  assumes  that  the  Constitution  is  a 
mere  compact  between  the  States,  from  which  any  one  of  them 
mav  recede  at  will,  whenever  in  its  opinion  the  laws  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  Constitution  and  declaied  by  it  to  be  "the 
supreme  law  of  the  land  "  are  oppressive  or  distasteful,  or  when- 
ever obedience  to  them  is  inconvenient.  Obedience  of  the  states 
to  the  laws  of  the  nation,  is  thus  made  entirely  optional,  patriotism 
is  destroyed  by  a  divided  allegiance,   while  by  depriving  the   Na- 
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tional  Government  of  the  right  to  use  necessary  force  to  overcome 
opposition  to  its  laws  in  a  single  state,  they  are  virtuallv  annuled 
everywhere. 

The  logical  and  inevitable  result  of  this  theorv   is   disunion,  and 
disunion  is  anarchy. 

It  is  true  that  the  Constitution  was  the  result  of  mutual  conces- 
sion, that  it  did  not  full\-  express  the  views  of  either  party  or  any 
one  person.  It  coukl  not  be  the  exquisitely  perfect  embodiment 
of  an  idea  or  svstem;  it  was  impossible  to  construct  an  edifice  of 
proportions  as  fair  and  svmmctrical  as  might  have  been  evolved 
from  the  brain  of  architects  inspired  by  a  common  purpose,  and 
faithful  to  the  same  ideal.  It  was  necessary  a  composite  structure 
in  which  there  was  no  rigid  adherence  to  an}'  single  conventional 
style  of  architecture,  but  in  which  it  is  preposterous  to  imagine  that 
styles  so  unlike  and  incongruous,  as  those  of  China  and  England, 
can  exist  in  tasteful  and  harmonious  combinations.  There  is  this 
much  incongruity  in  those  two  theories  of  the  Constitution,  which, 
taken  together,  make  us  at  the  same  time  a  nation  and  a  confed- 
eracy of  nations,  one  sovereignty  and  thirty-eight  sovereignties. 
Both  of  them  cannot  be  true;  there  is  an  irreconcilable  antagonism 
between  them;  one  excludes  the  other.  Sovereignty  is  supremacy, 
and  in  this  sense  it  is  one  and  indivisible;  it  is  in  the  nation  or  it 
is  in  the  stale;  it  cannot  be  in  both.  Either  the  nation  or  the  state 
must  determine  which  of  these  conflicting  theories  of  the  govern- 
ment is  the  correct  one,  and  the  determination  is  itself  an  act  and 
evidence  of  sovereignty.  This  determination  has  been  made  tor 
us  bv  the  courts  of  the  nation  in  the  interpretation  that  they  have 
given  the  Constitution,  and  it  was  again  made  for  us  by  our  last 
war,  in  which  the  national  sovereignty  was  plainh'  and  conclusively 
demonstrated. 

The  nation  was  summoned  to  the  assize  ot  war  by  the  advocates 
of  the  supremacy  of  the  states;  they  chose  the  tribunal  which 
was  to  determine  between  their  theory-  of  the  government  and 
ours;  they  made  the  appeal  to  that  last  court  of  the  nations  of 
the  world — "the  sole  means  of  justice  "  l)etween  them,  according 
to  Burke.  They  refused  to  accept  any  peaceful  decision  of  the 
controversy  or  to  be  satisfied  with  aught  else  than  the  stern 
arbitrament  of  war.  The  trial  was  long,  bloody  and  des])erate; 
the  sacrifice  of  life  and  treasure  was  stupendous;  but  at  last  their 
own  tribunal  decided   aarainst  them,   and  that  decision  is  irrever- 
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sible — from  it  there  is  no  appeal.  Tlie  political  dogma  for  which 
thev  contended  was  pronounced  heretical  by  the  war,  and  its  oppo- 
site, that  the  Union  "is  a  government  founded  on  the  adoption  of 
the  people,  with  direct  relations  between  itself  and  individuals, 
which  relations  no  state  authority  has  power  to  dissolve,"  and 
that  it  may  use  necessary  force  against  domestic  as  well  as  foreign 
enemies  to  perpetuate  its  existence,  were  established  as  cardinal 
tenets  in  our  politics.  The  "rights"  which  the  South  asserted 
and  we  denied,  were  surrendered  at  Appomattox,  and  no  Confeder- 
ate soldier  who  was  paroled  bv  the  leaders  of  our  armies,  can  ever 
again  mtiintain  them  with  honor.  The  rebellion  itself  was  an 
eflort  to  carr\-  into  practice  the  pietended  right  of  a  state  to 
voluiitarilv  withdraw  from  the' Union,  an  I  upon  the  failure  of 
this  effort,  the  Confederates  surrendered  something  more  than  their 
arms  and  their  bodies.  They  surrendered  what  was  far  more 
important  to  the  victors  and  to  all  friends  of  constitutional  liberty; 
thev  surrendered  that  theory  of  our  Government  which  from  its 
very  foundation  has  been  the  convenient  pretext  and  apology  for 
every  formidable  resistance  to  its  laws,  and,  under  the  specious 
name  of  "  state  rights,"  is  its  most  subtle  and  dangerous  foe.  By 
their  solemn  capitulation  they  renounced  it  forever,  and  they 
agreed  to  accept  in  lieu  of  it  the  theoiy  of  the  government  for 
which  our  armies  fought  and  which  was  verified  by  their  victory. 
The  two  theories  met  upon  the  battlcHeld.  and  theirs  succumbed 
to  ours,  and  they  cannot  again  promulgate  the  vanquished  theory, 
and  teach  it  to  their  children  and  descendants.  Had  they  not 
intended  to  abandon  it  finally  and  forever,  it  would  have  been 
mcne  honorable  in  them  to  have  gone  resolutely  into  their  "  last 
ditch."  The  Union  army  and  its  supporters — the  loyal  people  of 
the  land — understood,  and  the\-  had  the  right  to  understand,  that 
the  overthrow  of  the  rebellion  established  the  supremacy  of  the 
N:.tion,  and  that  their  opponents  at  the  South,  by  the  surrender  of 
their  armies,  acquiesced  in  this  result.  The  Southern  people  are 
precluded  by  their  own  acts  from  the  further  advocacy  and  pro- 
pagation of  that  theory  of  the  government  which  was  surren- 
dered by  them  as  the  price  of  peace  and  personal  safety. 

Their  theory  of  the  National  Government  has  been  used  more 
than  once  to  justify  the  defiance  of  its  authority  and  to  promote 
the  success  of  nefarious  purposes.  It  was  invoked  by  the  illicit 
distillers  of  Pennsylvania  soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
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tion  to  vindicate  their  opposition  to  the  excise  laws,  and  by  the 
planters  of  South  Carolina  to  defend  their  nullification  of  the 
laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  tariff",  but  it  was  never  employed 
for  the  effectuation  of  a  worse  and  more  indefensible  purpose 
than  in  our  last  war. 

An  impartial  and  philosophical  history  of  the  great  civil  war 
will  not  be  written  until  the  turbulent  passions  aroused  by  it  shall 
have  been  calmed  and  allayed.  But  the  materials  for  such  a  work 
are  in  existence,  and  they  are  imperishable;  and,  while  it  may  not 
be  written  during  the  present  generation,  it  will  be  spread  before 
the  eyes  of  the  world  by  some  future  Motley  or  Macaulay,  and 
on  its  pages  posterity  will  read  that  the  soldiers  of  the  Union 
fought  to  maintain  the  principles  of  popular  government  and  the 
great  natural  rights  of  man — for  liberty  and  humanity;  while  their 
enemies  fought  to  fasten  the  fetters  of  the  slave.  They  who 
inaugurated  and  waged  the  war  to  destroy  the  National  Govern- 
ment, can  escape  the  condemnation  of  history  only  when  it  shall, 
in  its  blindness  and  decrepitude,  undertake  the  justification  of 
slavery,  and  thus  declare  its  judgments  to  be  worthless.  vSecession 
was  a  manifestation  of  the  "state  right"  heresy,  which  was 
espoused  because  it  was  believed  to  strengthen  and  fortify  slavery. 
The  resolutions  of  1798  might  have  lost  their  supporters  at  the 
South  long  before  the  rebellion  but  for  the  great  and  unexpected 
development  of  the  cotton  interest,  which  rendered  the  labor  of 
the  slaves  more  profitable  and  desirable. 

Slavery  was  imbedded  in  the  Constitution  before  any  of  those 
who  participated  in  the  rebellion  were  born,  and  it  is  to  the  credit 
of  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  statesmen  who  framed  that  in- 
strument, that  they  acted  on  the  confident  belief  that  slavery 
would  soon  cease  to  exist.  It  is  the  part  of  statesmanship  to 
accept  the  highest  attainable  good;  and  if  the  majority  of  its 
framers,  who  certainly  were  sincere  friends  of  popular  liberty,  had 
obstinately  refused  to  make  any  concessions  to  the  slave  interest, 
the  effort  to  form  a  more  perfect  union  might  have  proved  futile 
and  even  disastrous.  But,  as  it  was,  the  Southern  people  were 
supported  and  confirmed  in  their  opinion  of  slavery;  they  were 
also  swayed  by  inherited  ideas  and  prejudices  which  were  derived 
from  a  remote  past,  and  are  always  potent  in  their  influence;  their 
interests  appeared  to  be  in  conflict  with  their  duty  to  the  National 
Government;  and,  under  all  these  circumstances,  it  would  be  un- 
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generous  to  assert  that  the  war  was  wholly  the  act  of  conscious 
and  deliberate  wrong-doers.  It  is,  moreover,  undeniable  that  they 
displayed  soldierly  qualities  of  the  highest  order,  and  that, 
although  mistaken  and  misguided  in  their  purposes,  they  fought, 
as  they  believed,  for  a  righteous  cause,  and  in  a  war  that  was  in- 
evitable. Yet,  while  the  Union  soldiers  have  ever  been  actuated 
by  the  most  liberal  sentiments  toward  the  soldiers  of  the  rebellion, 
and  are  still  willing  to  make  the  most  reasonable  concessions  for 
the  extinguishment  of  sectional  animosities,  they  will  never  con- 
sent to  be  robbed  of  the  legitimate  fruits  of  their  victory.  They 
must  not  be  expected  to  carry  their  magnanimity  to  the  point  of 
yielding  the  great  principles  which  were  settled  in  their  favor  by 
the  overthrow  of  the  rebellion. 

It  is  nov\^  more  than  fourteen  years  since  our  opponents  sued 
for  23eace;  since  they  laid  down  their  arms  and  returned  to  their 
homes  on  terms  which  involved  neither  liardship  nor  humiliation. 
The  soldiers  of  the  Union  applauded  the  generous  and  magnani- 
mous conduct  of  their  illustrious  commander  toward  their  pros- 
trate and  helpless  foe;  they  shared  his  desire  that  all  obstacles  to 
lasting  peace  and  harmon}'  between  the  alienated  sections  should 
be  removed.  Like  him,  they  came  out  of  the  bloody  conflict  har- 
boring no  revengeful  feelings  toward  their  vanquished  enemies. 
During  the  fierce  and  sanguinary  struggle  they  were  actuated  by 
sentiments  more  noble  than  malice  and  hatred.  They  fought  for 
the  Union  and  all  benefits  and  blessings  which  it  represented  and 
assured  to  themselves  and  their  posterity.  The  fruitful  source  of 
disturbance — "the  baleful  comet  of  fire  and  blood" — which  had 
so  long  threatened  the  peace  of  the  countr}^,  having  disappeared 
beneath  the  horizon,  they  gladly  returned  to  their  homes  and  the 
pursuits  of  peace,  desiring  and  expecting  that  mutual  distrusts 
and  sectional  jealousies  would  soon  and  forever  give  way  to 
reconciliation  and  friendship.  But  these  patriotic  hopes  and 
expectations  have  not  been  fullv  realized.  The  late  warring  sec- 
tions, instead  of  being  united  in  sympathy  and  feeling,  as  they  are 
in  interest,  occupy  towards  each  other,  even  at  this  late  dav,  the 
attitude  of  nations  between  which  there  is  an  arn:ed  truce.  This 
condition  of  things  must  be  dejolored  by  the  thoughtful  and  patri- 
otic men  of  all  sections,  and  they  who  exposed  themselves  to  the 
multiplied  dangers  of  the  camp,  march,  siege,  and  battle-field  are 
deeply  sensible  that  happiness  and  prosperity  will  not  make  their 
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home  with  us  until  the  passions  engendered  by  our  strife  are 
extinguished,  and  the  people  North  and  South  are  more  homo- 
geneous. They  know  that  it  is  time  for  passions  to'  give  way  to 
interest  and  duty;  they  feel  that  interest  and  duty  alike  require 
that  we  should  no  longer  treat  each  other  as  enemies.  They  are 
as  responsive  to  the  demands  of  peace  as  they  were  to  those  of 
war,  and  they  have  not  stood,  and  do  not  stand,  in  the  way  of  fel- 
lowship and  fraternity.  But  it  is  still  proclaimed  over  the  graves 
of  the  Confederate  dead  and  elsewhere,  by  those  who  have  been 
treated  with  unparalleled  leniency  by  the  National  Government, 
that  the  rebellion  was  right,  that  the  cause  of  the  South  was  just, 
and  that  it  was  crushed  by  the  weight  of  overwhelming  numbers. 
It  is  natural  and  reasonable  to  infer  that  persons  who  cherish  these 
opinions  and  sentiments  do  not  harbor  an  abiding  love  for  the 
Union  and  its  defenders.  It  also  necessarily  follows,  if  their  utter- 
ances be  true,  that  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  were  on  the  wrong 
side  in  the  war;  that  they  fought  for  oppression  and  despotism; 
and  this,  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  add,  they  can  not  be  expected 
to  admit  even  to  gain  the  good  will  of  the  South.  It  was  also 
proclaimed  within  the  last  few  weeks,  by  one  who  led  the  South 
into  rebellion  and  ruin,  that  the  Constitution  is  nothing  more  than 
a  "compact  between  the  States,"  which  is  only  another  expression 
of  the  right  to  secede  and  an  attempt  at  its  justification.  It  will 
hardly  be  disputed  that  this  is  what  was  meant  by  State  rights 
before  the  war,  and  that  all  the  arguments  which  were  made  in 
support  of  nullification  and  secession  were  based  upon  this  theory 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Confederate 
soldiers  have  not  been  impelled  by  a  sense  of  honor  and  duty  to 
openly  repudiate  this  mischievous  utterance  of  their  late  leader. 
For  it  has  been  settled,  if  war  can  settle  anything,  that  the  Con- 
stitution is  not  a  "compact  between  the  States,"  and  it  is  not  out 
of  place  for  Union  soldiers,  on  occasions  like  this,  to  declare  that 
they  regard  as  enemies  of  the  country  those  who  advocate  or 
cherish  opinions  to  the  contrary. 

The  record  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  will  occupy  no  small 
or  insignificant  space  in  the  history  that  is  yet  to  be  written. 
None  of  its  pages  will  be  read  with  a  more  thrilling  interest  than 
those  which  recount  the  triumphant  progress  of  that  army  from 
Belmont  to  the  grand  review  at  Washington.  Its  patience,  its 
fortitude,  its  energy,  its  cheerfulness  while  exposed   to  privation 
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and  hardship,  its  lofty  aspirations,  and  its  stubborn  courage  well 
nigh  made  it  what  it  really  believed  itself  to  be,  invincible.  Jeal- 
ousy and  envy  were  unknown  among  its  officers  or  its  rank  and 
file.  It  was  also  fortunate  in  its  commanders,  and  exceptionally 
so  in  being  molded  at  the  very  outset  by  one  who  seems  to  have 
been  born  for  the  leadership  of  men.  Led  successively  by  Grant, 
Sherman  and  McPherson,  in  a  war  of  unexampled  magnitude, 
whether  it  be  estimated  by  the  size  of  its  armies  or  the  importance 
of  its  results,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  could  not  fail  to  make  a 
reputation  that  will  never  fade  away. 

It   has   been   said    that  few   succeed   in  the  sti'uggle  to  escape 
oblivion.     Many  become  conspicuous  and  even  eminent,  and  enjoy 
with  keen  delight  the  admiration  and  applause  of  their  own   gen- 
eration, but  their  names,  and  those  of  the  great  mass  of  men,  are 
forgotten  soon  after  they  and  their  contemporaries  are  gone.    But 
our   country,   although   it   is  yet  young  among  the  nations  of  the 
'earth,  has  already  produced  men  whose  names  will  go  down  to  the 
latest  posterity.     The  names  of  Washington,   Lincoln   and   Grant 
will  be  familiar  to  the  workl  in  the  centuries  that  are  yet   unborn. 
The  last,  and  it  may  be  said  with  becoming  deference  for  the  illus- 
trious dead,  not  the  least  of  the  three,  is  still  spared  to  his  country. 
He  returns  to  us  from  the  extended  travels  abroad,  where  honors 
and  attentions  have  been  showered   upon  him  by  the  hereditary 
governments  of  the  other  hemisphere,  and  with  a  love  for  his  own 
country   and    a   confidence   in    its   institutions    which    have    been 
strengthened  and  confirmed  by  his  observations  and  experience  in 
foreign  lands.     His  career  was  not  that  of  a  cruel  and   ambitious 
conqueror    engaged   in    the    selfish    and    reckless    pursuit  of  glory 
over  the  prostrate  bodies  of  his  countrymen.     On  the  contrary,  few 
have  done  so  much  for  popular  liberty,  or  contributed  so  much  to 
the  happiness  of  the  human  race.      By  calling  into  action  his  match- 
less powers,  the  war  enabled  liim  to  win  undying  fame  in  the  service 
of  a   great    cause,    and    in    doing   so   he   has   added   lustre   to   the 
American  name.      His  extraordinary  courage  and  firmness,  united 
with   a  cool  and  unerring  judgment,  elevated    him  at   once  above 
rashhess  and    indecision.      He  always   knew  when  to  decide,  and 
"nothing,"  said   Napoleon,  "is  so  difficult,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
so  important."   His  exalted  patriotism,  his  unwavering  faith  in  the 
'tiltima'te  triumph  of  our  cause,  his  ability  to  penetrate  the  designs 
'Of  the  enemy  while  forming  his  own   plans,  gained   for   him    the 
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implicit  confidence  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee;  while  his 
candor,  his  simplicit}",  his  warm  heart,  and  his  capacity  for  con- 
stant and  unselfish  friendship,  enlisted  its  loyal  and  deyoted  afl^'ec- 
tion.  Detraction  and  the  "  sayage  enyy  of  aspiring  dunces"  may 
do  their  worst,  they  may  asperse  his  motiyes,  and  they  may 
attribute  his  grand  achieyements  to  sheer  luck,  but  the  world 
knows  better.  Men  do  not  sustain  themselyes  in  positions  of 
great  eminence  and  responsibility  without  great  talents.  One 
who  is  not  equipped  by  nature  for  the  command  of  men,  could 
not  haye  retained  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  those  subordinate 
of  acknowledged  genius  and  spirit  ^yho  were  led  by  him,  and 
tried  by  the  test  of  success,  when  and  where  has  the  world  pro- 
duced one  greater  in  arms  than  Grant  .' 

Our  next  great  commander  has  also  earned  a  name  and  made  a 
record  that  "the  world  will  not  willingly  let  die."  His  ardent 
and  intrepid  nature  and  his  extraordinary  genius  were  exhibited 
in  deeds  that  will  inspire  orators  and  poets  in  the  ages  to  come. 
Deterred  by  no  obstacles  and  dismayed  by  no  dangers,  he  moyed 
forward  with  a  steady  and  resistless  force  which  the  enemy  was 
never  long  able  to  w^ithstand.  The  historian  of  our  times  will 
dwell  long  and  admu'ably  upon  the  brilliant  career  of  William  T. 
Sherman. 

It  was  predicted  during  the  war  that  whatever  might  be  its 
result  our  free  institutions  were  doomed;  that  men  familiarized 
with  danger,  and  accustomed  to  the  discipline  of  the  c'amp,  were 
to  be  dreaded  by  the  people,  and  that  a  turbulent  and  indolent 
soldiery  would  never  again  patiently  submit  to  the  restraint  of 
law.  Little  did  they  who  indulged  these  forebodings  understand 
the  character  of  the  men  who  composed  the  Union  army.  When 
victory  finally  crowned  their  efforts  the  patriotic  citizen  soldiers, 
proud  of  their  achievements  and  conscious  of  their  power,  sub- 
mitted to  the  order  of  dissolution  without  a  murmur,  and  quietly 
and  contentedly  resumed  the  vocation  of  civil  life. 

When  the  people  were  enslaved  by  ignorance  and  superstition, 
and  had  little  spirit  or  capacity;  when  the  rights  of  humanity  and 
the  principles  of  government  were  impert'ectly  understood,  the 
army  represented  lawless  power.  But,  since  the  intellectual 
quickening  of  the  fifteenth  century,  there  has  been  wonderful 
progress  in  all  departments  of  knowledge,  and  in  none  of  them 
has  it  been   more  substantial  or  striking  than   in  that   of  political 
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science.  The  rights  of  mankind  and  the  axioms  of  popular  hberty 
are  now  generally  understood.  We  are  not  to  be  judged  by  the 
times  when  communities  went  down  before  soldiers  who  made 
war  a  trade.  Knowledge  is  no  longer  monopolized  by  the  few, 
and  until  printing  becomes  one  of  the  lost  arts  there  is  no  danger 
in  this  country  of  the  civil  being  subordinated  to  the  military 
authority.  Liberty  has  nothing  to  fear  from  our  gallant  and 
patriotic  little  army,  and  it  is  sheer  clap  trap  to  pretend  that  our 
institutions  are  threatened  from  that  quarter.  Instead  of  being 
too  large,  our  military  force  is  too  small,  and  they  who  love  their 
whole  country  and  are  proud  of  its  greatness  will  not  listen  with 
patience  to  the  groundless  and  sensational  predictions  of  alarmists 
who  seek  to  advance  their  own  ends  by  exciting  a  distrust  of  our 
small  standing  army.  The  friends  of  law  and  order  in  this 
beautiful  and  prosperous  city  will  not  soon  forget  the  feelings  of 
relief  and  security  with  which  they  welcomed  the  arrival  of  a 
few  companies  of  regular  soldiers  in  1S77,  when  its  citizens 
were  threatened  with  a  fate  worse  than  that  of  187  i.  Instead  of 
personal  lil)erty,  the  rights  of  property  are  now  threatened. 
Doctrines  subversive  of  the  right  to  acquire  and  hold  property, 
and,  therefore,  subversive  of  society,  are  boldly  proclaimed  in 
Chicago  and  elsewhere.  With  our  large  cities  full  of  these 
dangerous  agitators — the  dread  of  all  civilized  communities — it 
might  be  better  it  the  Federal  power  were  more  accessible;  if  it 
were  not  so  remote  from  those  who  neetl  and  are  entitled  to  its 
protection. 

The  Republic  has  proved  itself  strong;  it  has  successfully 
resisted  attacks  from  within  as  well  as  from  without.  But  we 
must  not  settle  down  in  fancied  security  because  our  institutions 
have  withstood  the  strain  of  a  mighty  civil  war.  Nations,  like 
individuals,  are  continually  beset  by  dangers  which  threaten  their 
existence.  The  worst  enemy  of  the  people  is  the  demagogue  who 
flatters  them  with  the  pleasing  assurance  that  their  institutions 
are  immaculate;  that  they  are  exempt  from-  the  infirmity  which 
belongs  to  every  human  invention  and  undertaking.  While  it 
may  be  true  that  our  Government  is  the  best  the  wit  of  man  has 
yet  devised,  it  is  not  perfect,  and  they  are  its  best  friends  who 
acknowledge  its  defects  and  strive  to  remove  them;  who  cling  to 
it  as  the  system  which  is  best  adapted  to  our  wants,  which  afiords 
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the  amplest  security  for  our  liberties,  and  most  surely  tends  to 
promote  our  happiness. 

Having  conquered  the  rebellion,  we  must  now  be  satisfied  with 
the  peaceful  sway  of  the  laws.  Military  government  in  time  of 
peace  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions. 

We  must  stand  by  the  purpose  for  which  we  fought,  and  that 
was  the  maintenance  of  the  Government  of  our  fathers.  Citizens 
of  the  North  and  vSouth  sustain  precisely  the  same  relation  to  that 
Government,  and  it  can  not  lawfully  do  in  one  State  what  it  has 
not  an  equal  right  to  do  in  all  the  States.  The  war  legislated;  it 
established  the  supremacy  of  the  nation  in  every  power  conferred 
on  it  by  the  Constitution,  but  it  did  not  destroy  the  States,  or  the 
right  of  local  self-government. 

Our  presidential  elections,  involving  as  they  do  the  vast  patron- 
age of  the  (jovernment,  and  succeeding  each  other  at  short  inter- 
vals, exciting  the  passions  of  men,  and  disturbing  the  business  of 
the  country,  already  begin  to  threaten  our  peace,  and  resemble 
revolutions. 

But  the  principle  of  being  governed  by  the  majority,  under 
proper  limitations,  is  firmly  fixed  in  the  American  mind,  and, 
however  fiequent  and  exciting  our  elections  may  become,  the 
people  are  not  to  be  feared  so  long  as  their  will,  as  it  is  expressed 
at  the  polls,  is  respected  and  obeved.  When  they  lose  faith  in 
the  fairness  of  our  elections,  and  are  forced  to  believe  that  the 
ballot-box  is  controlled  against  their  wishes  and  interests  by  the 
intrigues  of  unscrupulous  men,  our  fate  will  be  even  worse  than 
disunion.  Mere  tricksters,  with  no  proper  notions  of  social  or 
political  duty,  aspire  to  office,  expecting,  if  successful,  to  get  rich 
in  the  shortest  possible  time  by  plundering  the  public.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  men  of  this  class  do  not  shrink  from  crimes  like 
bribery,  forgerv  and  perjurv  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  ends. 
To  their  virtuous  minds  the  best  leaders  of  a  party  are  those  poli- 
ticians who  believe  that  conscience  is  out  of  place  in  politics.  If 
the  horrors  of  anarchy  are  to  be'  avoided,  the  elective  franchise 
must  be  sacredlv  guarded.  Men  who  care  for  the  honor  and 
safety  of  the  country  must  not  be  deterred  from  waging  a  deter- 
mined and  unrelenting  war  against  those  who  attempt  by  fraud  to 
defeat  the  popular  will.  Much  that  is  discreditable  to  our  history 
might  have  been  avoided  by  a  closer  adherence  to  the  wise  pre- 
cepts and  virtuous  methods  of  our  ancestors;  but  it  is  not  the  part 
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of  wisdom  to  waste  our  time  in  vain  regrets  and  shut  our  eyes  to 
the  existence  of  palpable  evils  which  must,  in  the  very  nature  of 
things,  prove  destructive  of  our  system  of  government  if  suffered 
to  remain  unchecked.  If  the  abuses  which  have  steadily  grown 
since  our  adoption  of  the  "  spoil  system"  are  too  strongly 
intrenched  to  be  at  once  and  entirely  dislodged,  their  worst  ten- 
dencies can  and  must  be  resisted.  But  admitting,  as  we  do,  with 
a  sense  of  humiliation,  the  dangerous  prevalence  of  low  opinions 
and  practices  in  our  politics,  there  is  no  cause  to  believe  that  the 
popular  conscience  is  hopelessly  debauched.  To  say  that  we  are 
far  advanced  in  national  decrepitude  because  there  have  been 
numerous  instances  of  frauds  upon  the  elective  franchise,  and  of 
corruptions  in  office  which  have  gone  unpunished,  would  exhibit 
a  very  superficial  acquaintance  with  the  character  of  our  people 
and  their  institutions. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  wars  are  great  moral  convulsions 
which,  like  those  of  the  physical  world,  produce  important 
changes  in  society  and  politics,  although  they  do  not  necessarily 
impair  their  organic  structure.  Our  civil  war  extended  over  a 
period  of  more  than  four  years,  the  sober  and  methodical  pursuits 
of  peace  were  abandoned  for  an  adventurous  and  irregular  mode 
of  life,  while  the  necessary  inflation  of  our  currency  served  to 
stimulate  all  forms  of  speculation  and  gambling.  At  such  a  time 
and  under  such  circumstances  the  popular  conscience  naturally 
becomes  more  or  less  depraved.  But  a  people  whose  moderation 
and  self-control  are  such  as  were  exhibited  by  the  loyal  and 
liberty-loving  masses  of  our  land,  will  not  allow  their  institutions 
to  perish  from  these  purely  defunctlonal  disorders.  It  is  not  true 
that  the  politicians  of  a  country  are  never  below  the  average 
morality  of  their  time.  While  absorbed  in  their  various  vocations 
and  enterprises,  the  people  are  ordinarily  too  indifferent  about 
the  public  good;  they  are  prone  to  surrender  their  judgment  and 
conscience  to  the  leaders  of  their  party.  The  honest  and  industri- 
ous elements  of  society  are  patient  and  long-suffering;  the  dema- 
gogues may  and  do  abuse  their  confidence,  but  they  have  an 
almost  instinctive  sense  of  the  approach  of  real  danger,  and  when 
the  crisis  comes,  they  will  surely  assert  themselves  as  they  did 
in    1861. 

The  history  of  our  mother  country,  where  we  had  many  friends 
as  well  as  some  enemies  during  the  war,  is  instructive.     England 
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has  had  her  seasons  of  corruption,  and,  if  her  great  historians  are 
to  be  trusted,  there  have  been  times  when  pubhc  and  private 
morahty  had  sunk  so  low^  that  nearly  every  man  w^as  supposed  to 
have  his  price.  But  this  state  of  things  was  abnormal,  and,  vsdien 
the  specific  causes  to  which  it  was  due  were  removed,  England 
speedilv  regained  her  original  condition  of  health. 

While  there  is  thus  some  encouragement  to  be  derived  from  a 
studv  of  this  epoch  of  English  history,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that 
the  decay  of  public  virtue  is  almost  always  the  sure  precursor  of 
national  ruin.  The  deterioration  in  national  morality,  although 
obscure  and  almost  imperceptible  at  the  outset,  is  uncontrollable 
in  its  latter  stages,  and  is  fatal  in  the  end.  Vices  are  readily 
initiated  under  any  circumstances,  but  they  are  more  alluring 
when  tricked  out  with  the  insignia  of  authority.  In  this  guise 
the}'  often  escape  the  recognition  and  censure  of  good  and  wise 
men,  who  condemn  them  in  the  abstract  but  are  blinded  by  the 
glamour  of  their  surroundings.  Incompetency  and  malversation 
in  oftice,  and  briberv  and  fraud  at  the  polls  will  never  be  abolished 
until  the  honest  and  intelligent  men  of  the  country,  who  already 
see  and  deprecate  them,  seriously  undertake  their  reformation  in 
the  only  way  that  is  practicable  and  effective  in  a  government 
like  ours,  and  that  is,  not  by  merely  writing  and  declaiming  about 
them,  but  bv  their  votes,  their  active  personal  eft^orts,  and  the 
exertion  of  their  legitimate  influence  upon  others.  Where  the 
people  rule,  the  responsibility  for  the  public  welfare  rests  upon 
all  alike,  and  a  neglect  of  the  primaries  and  the  polls  is  a  failure 
to  discharge  the  most  important  duties  of  citizenship.  By  the 
neglect  of  these  duties,  political  management  is  relinquished  to 
unworthy  men,  and  misgovernment  is  a  natural  result.  Too  many 
of  those  who  are  the  most  interested  in  good  government,  refuse 
to  actively  participate  or  interest  themselves  in  public  affairs. 
Being  indifterent  to  their  own  political  responsibilities,  they  are 
prone  to  make  unfavorable  contrasts  between  our  institutions  and 
those  that  are  less  popular  in  their  character.  Some  of  them  do 
not  hesitate  to  declare  their  lack  of  faith  in  the  capacity  of  the 
people  to  govern  themselves;  they  feel,  or  affect  to  feel,  that  it  is 
not  quite  respectable  to  have  anything  to  do  with  politics;  and 
manv  seem  to  think  it  unbecoming  for  a  gentleman  of  property 
and  intelligence  to  vote.  Misgivings  like  these  belong  to  the  past; 
they  are  the  remnants  of  a^time  when  the  people  were  not  recog- 
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nized  as  the  source  of  authority,  but  were  ruled  by  "  divine  right." 
We  have  emerged  from  the  shadow  of  that  time  into  the  broader 
day  of  this  century,  and  there  is  no  pLice  among  us  for  these 
mediaeval  traditions.  The  spirit  of  popular  sovereignty  is  so 
inwrought  with  our  civilization  as  to  make  their  separation  impos- 
sible without  mutual  injury. 

"  With  the  expansion  of  modern  society,"  says  a  learned  and 
thoughtful  Englishman,  ''the  growth  of  popular  power  is  inevit- 
able; and  it  should  be  the  aim  of  statesmen,  profiting  by  the 
lessons  of  the  past,  to  promote  the  moral  and  intellectual  advance- 
ment of  society,  and  to  cherish  freedom;  to  invigorate  the  State 
with  the  healthful  force  of  the  national  will;  *  *  to 

exalt  public  morality,  and  to  root  out  corruption.  The  ideal  of  a 
free  State  in  modern  times  is  that  which  develops  the  sound  prin- 
ciple of  democracy  without  its  evils;  which  wields  its  potent 
forces  and  parries  its  acknowledged  dangers." 

General  Gresham  received  thorough  and  well  merited  attention 
from  the  entire  audience — in  which  were  many  of  the  ablest  men 
of  the  country — during  the  entire  time  of  deliver3^  He  was  fre- 
quently applauded  most  heartily.  The  Society  has  been  hereto- 
fore exceedingly  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  orators,  and  General 
Gresham  fully  maintains  the  record,  ranking  with  the  ablest  and 
best. 

Following  the  annual  address,  the  President  announced  the 
regular  programme  called  for  Tattoo  and  Taps,  but  he  had  been 
advised  that  the  Local  Committee  had  arranged  for  presentation 
to  the  Society,  a  flag  which  would  become  its  banner,  and  turning 
to  General  Logan,  said  he  would  accept  it.  But  such  a  summary 
course  not  being  as  provided,  there  was  much  laughter  and  amuse- 
ment— amidst  it,  General  Logan,  stepping  forward,  said: 

SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  LOGAN. 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
OF  the  Tennessee: 

The  pleasant  duty  devolves  upon  me  of  presenting  to  you,  in 
behalf  of  our  Executive  Committee,  this  beautiful  banner.  Veteran 
soldiers,  take  it,  honor  and  cherish  it.  It  is  substituted  for  the  flag 
of  your  nation;  the  emblem   of  liberty,  unity   and   strength;    the 
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beacon  li^lit  that  has  ever  guiclcd  us  on   the  highway  to   national 
olory  which  is  reflected  through  it  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  glory  of  a  nation  depends  greatly  upon  its  power  to  enforce 
respect  from  others,  but  tlie  true  glory  of  a  nation  depends  upon 
three  things: 

Firsts   Upon  its  power  to  protect  and  defend  itself.  * 

Secoiiif,  The  accomplishment  of  great  deeds. 

Tli'ird,  The  energy,  intelHgeuce  and  virtue  of  its  citizens. 

These  procure  the  esteem  of  men  of  wisdom,  as  well  as  the 
esteem  of  the  sister  nations  of  the  earth.  These  qualities  in  our 
nation  are  recognized  b}-  all  others,  so  that  our  '-starry-  banner"  is 
at  this  period  saluted  and  recognized  by  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  to  you,  my  comrades,  much  is  due  for  this  consideration. 

But  while  the  deep  throats  of  our  cannons  are  rusting,  our 
sabres  and  muskets  standing  quietly  in  the  corners,  and  our  glori- 
ous bullet-scarred  and  tattered  veteran  banners,  that  you  followed 
as  the  Romans  did  their  eagles,  o'er  moor  and  fen,  over  marshes 
and  across  streams,  over  mountains  and  across  valle^-s,  in  the 
brightness  of  the  day  and  the  darkness  of  the  night,  amid  the 
clash  of  arms  and  the  roar  of  artillery,  in  "  grim-visaged  war" 
terrible  ami  bloody,  are  quietly  furled  in  the  armories  of  State  or 
Nation,  this  one  comes  to  take  their  place,  bearing  upon  its  silken 
folds  all  the  beaut}-  and  glor}-  that  first  flashed  out  upon  the 
stripes  and  stars  of  the  old. 

Comrades,  this  is  the  old  in  the  new.  accept  it,  and  as  the  old 
was  never  lowered  to  an  enemy,  this  must  never  be;  care  for  and 
watch  over  it,  preserve  it  from  the  blasphemous  insult  of  a  rebel- 
lious tongue,  let  no  touch  of  traiterous  hands  pollute  its  sacred 
folds.  Our  old  banner  is  the  only  true  banner  of  libcrtv,  it  has 
gathered  its  millions  from  lands  of  tyranny  and  gladdened  their 
hearts  with  freedom,  it  rejoices  the  eye  and  heart  of  every  liberty- 
loving  man  wherever  seen  around  the  globe. 

It  is  the  banner  of  freedom  to-day,  it  was  yesterday,  and  a 
century  ago. 

'Tis  the  same  that  waved  over  and  inspired  the  noble  band  of 
unshod  patriots  that  gained  the  independence  of  this  people. 

'Tis  the  same  that  received  the  blasphemous  challenge  of 
traitors  across  the  waters  of  Charleston  harbor,  and  entered  upon 
an  unyielding  conflict  with  secession.  On  more  than  a  hundred 
hardly  contested  flelds  for  the  Union  as  borne  aloft  it  ""laddened 
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the  weary,  the  wounded  and  dying.  It  took  the  manacles  from 
the  Umbs  of  men  chained  in  the  deep  gulf  of  despair,  and  stood 
them  erect  in  the  glorious  sunlight  of  freedom. 

All  hail!  proud  old  flag;  no  ruthless  hand  shall  despoil  thee,  as 
the  stars  that  deck  the  plains  of  Heaven  are  the  glory  of  the 
night,  and  light  up  the  foot-path  of  man,  so  shall  these  stars  be 
the  glory  of  this  nation,  shedding  their  light  along  the  pathway 
of  liberty.      [Great  applause.] 

General  Sherman  receiving  the  flag  in  the  name  of  the  Society 
said: 

SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

General  Logan: 

When  I  say  that  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  has  accepted 
this  flag,  I  need  not  go  further,  and  say  that  no  Reb  will  ever 
touch  it.  [Laughter.]  If  they  do  they  will  have  to  create  a  new 
kind  of  rebels  before  they  can  take  this  flag.  We  now  are  a  civil 
body — a  social  body.  We  will  gather  around  this  flag  many  and 
many  a  time,  I  hope,  to  have  a  good  time;  but  if  any  Reb  comes 
up  and  tries  to  touch  it,  I  have  passed  my  word,  gentlemen,  that 
he  must  not  defile  it  or  speak  of  it  in  scorn.  [Cheers.]  For  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  are  not  only  a  brave  army,  but  they  do 
not  like  to  have  fellows  talking  too  freely.  [Laughter.]  We 
therefore  accept  it  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  given,  and  promise, 
giving  the  word  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  that  it  shall  ever 
be  preserved  pure  and  undefiled.     You  have  our  thanks. 

There  were  then  persistent  calls  for  General  Grant,  and  so 
urgent  that  General  Sherman  induced  him  to  acknowledge.  The 
reception  was  in  cheers  simply  deafening;  after  some  moments, 
when  they  had  ended.  General  Grant  said : 

SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  GRANT. 

Comrades  of  the  Army  of   the  Tennessee: 

Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  much  better  now  to  let  the 
programme  of  the  evening  go  on,  and  let  us  have  this  song,  and 
then  you  shall  hear  from  me  in  the  time  that  is  put  down  on  the 
programme? 
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To  which  there  was  a  perfect  storm  of  cheers  and  cries  of,  go 
on!  go  on!  and  acquiescing,  lie  spoke  as  follows: 

Comrades  of  the  vSocietv  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee:— After  an  absence  of  several  years  from  the  gatherings  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  it  affords  me  heartfelt 
pleasure  to  again  see  you,  my  earliest  comrades-in-arms  in  the 
great  conflict  for  nationality  and  the  union  of  all  the  States  under 
one  free  and  always-to-be-maintained  government. 

In  my  long  absence  from  the  country,  I  have  had  the  most  favor- 
able opportunities  for  seeing  and  comparing  in  my  own  mind  our 
institutions  and  those  of  all  the  European  countries,  and  most  of 
those  of  Asia,  and  comparing  our  resources,  and  their  develop- 
ment and  the  capacitv  and  energy  of  our  people  for  upholding  the 
Government  and  developing  its  resources,  with  most  of  the 
civilized  people  of  the  world  everywhere,  from  England  tojapan, 
and  from  Russia  to  Spain  and  Portugal.  We  are  everywhere 
understood;  our  resources  are  highly  appreciated,  and  the  skill 
and  energy  and  intelligence  of  the  citizen  recognized.  My  re- 
ceptions have  been  your  receptions.  They  have  been  everywhere 
a  kind  of  an  acknowledgment  that  the  United  States  is  a  nation, 
a  strong,  independent  and  free  nation,  composed  of  strong,  brave, 
and  intelligent  people,  capable  of  judging  of  their  rights,  and  ready 
to  maintain  them  at  all  hazards.    [Cheers.] 

This  is  a  non-partisan  association,  but  composed  of  men  who 
are  united  in  the  determination  that  no  foe,  domestic  or  foreign, 
shall  interfere  between  us  and  the  maintenance  of  our  grand,  free, 
and  enlightened  institutions  and  the  unity  of  all  the  States. 
[Cheers.]  The  area  of  our  country,  its  fertility,  and  the  energy 
and  resources  of  our  people,  with  the  sparsity  of  population  com- 
pared to  area,  postpone  the  day  for  generations  to  come  when  our 
descendants  will  have  to  consider  the  question  how  the  soil  is  to 
support  them  and  how  the  most  can  be  produced  for  the  support 
of  human  life,  without  reference  to  the  taste  or  desire  of  the  people, 
or  when  but  a  few  can  exercise  the  privilege  of  the  plain  luxury 
of  selecting  the  articles  of  food  they  are  to  eat  or  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  clothing  they  are  to  wear,  but  will  remain  the  abund- 
ant home  of  all  who  possess  the  energy  and  strength  to  make  good 
use  of  them,  if  we  only  remain  true  to  ourselves. 

Such   a   country   is  one  to  be  proud  of.     1  am  proud   of  it, — 
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proud  that  I  am  an  American  citizen.  [Cheers.]  Every  citizen, 
North,  South,  East  and  West,  enjoys  a  common  heritage,  and 
should  feel  an  honorable  pride  in  it.  I  am  glad  these  society  meet- 
ings keep  up  their  interest  so  long  after  the  events  and  scenes  which 
they  commemorate  have  passed  away.  They  do  not  serve  to  keep 
up  sectional  feeling  or  bitterness  towai'd  our  late  foe,  but  they  do 
keep  up  the  feeling  that  we  are  a  nation,  and  that  it  must  be  pre- 
served one  and  indivisible.  [Cheers.]  We  feel  the  kindest  for 
those  who  fought  and  fought  bravely  on  the  opposite  side  from  us. 
They  equally  claim  with  ourselves  the  blessings  of  our  great  com- 
mon country.  We  claim  for  them  the  right  to  travel  all  over  this 
broad  land,  to  locate  where  they  please,  and  the  right  to  settle 
and  become  citizens  and  enjoy  their  political  and  religious  con- 
victions free  from  molestations  or  ostracism,  either  on  account  of 
this,  or  their  connection  with  the  past.  We  ask  nothing  more  for 
ourselves,  and  we  rejoice  to  see  them  become  powerful  rivals  in 
the  development  of  our  great  resources  in  the  acquisition  of  all 
that  should  be  desirable  in  this  life,  and  in  patriotism  and  love  of 
country. 

When  General  Grant  finished,  taking  his  seat,  the  Society  and 
guests  rose  from  their  seats  amid  a  burst  of  applauding  cheers. 

Other  distinguished  gentlemen  were  called,  and  the  President 
first  presented  General  Sheridan,  he  being  specially  named,  who 
said: 

SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  SHERIDAN. 

I  heard  the  President  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee say  a  few  moments  ago  that  it  was  nearly  time  to  beat  tat- 
too, and  I  think  myself  as  he  does.  I  will,  therefore,  make  my 
remarks  simply  to  thank  you  gentlemen  for  calling  me  to  the 
front.  I  do  not  like  to  be  called  to  the  front  [applause] — to  such 
a  front  as  is  here  to-night.  I  think  I  never  would  have  done  so 
well,  if  General  Grant  had  called  me  to  such  fronts  heretofore. 
[Applause.] 

General  Pope  being  called,  said: 
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SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  POPE. 

Comrades: 

I  am  sure  you  do  not  intend  me  to  make  a  speech  to-night. 
I  understand  I  have  one  to  make  to-morrow  night,  and  I  do  not 
like  to  repeat  myself.  [Laughter.]  But  I  do  say  it  gives  me  in- 
finite pleasure  to  meet  you  all  here  again.  It  is  very  seldom  a  man 
has  an  opportunity  to  look  into  the  faces  of  men  so  tried  and  true 
as  you  are,  and  I  think  the  very  best  evidence  of  my  gratitude  is 
that  I  shall  decline  to  make  any  speech  to  you  to-night. 

General  Schofield  was  called  and  when  ^^resented  said: 

SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  SCHOFIELD. 

Comrades: 

I  once  had  the  honor  of  being  a  citizen  of  Illinois,  although 
a  very  young  one.  But  I  never  imagined  I  would  be  here  to  help 
the  city  of  Chicago  out  of  so  great  a  trouble  as  you  seem  to  be  in 
to-night.  But,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  eliminating  one  cause 
of  the  difficulty  here,  I  have  risen.  [Laughter.]  I  thank  you  very 
much  for  having  called  me.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

General  Oglesby  was  next  called,  and   being  presented  by  the 
President,  said: 

SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  OGLESBY. 

Fellow- Soldiers: 

I  believe  a  sense  of  fair  dealing  and  a  wish  upon  your  part 
to  hear  from  those  occupying  an  humbler  position  in  the  armies 
of  the  Republic,  has  induced  you  at  this  late  hour  to  extend  a 
courtesy  to  me  rather  than  a  wish  or.  a  hope  to  hear  anything 
befitting  from  me  on  this  most  delightful  and  entertaining  occasion. 
You  have  been  favored  to-night  with  remarks  from  an  honored 
citizen  of  our  own  State,  who  has  not  been  prominently  before  us 
for  years,  but  whom  we  have  not  forgotten  from  his  useful  servi- 
ces in  foreign  Courts,  where  our  Republic  was  fitly  represented 
by  him.  [Applause.]  You  have  heard  our  present  Governor 
as  he  has  dwelt  in  words  of  praise  to-night  upon  some  of  the  sol- 
diers of  our  State  and  of  our  nation.  You  liave  heard  again  a  most 
exquisite   and   most   instructive   address    from    a   gentleman   who 
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graces  the  judicial  arm  of  our  Government,  who  comes  to  us  from 
a  sister  State  with  all  the  modesty  that  pertains  to  the  judiciary, 
and  3'ou  would  think,  from  the  simj^licity  of  his  deportment,  that 
he  had  never  been  a  brave  and  courageous  soldier.  [Applause.] 
You  have  heard  from  the  President  of  the  Arm}'  of  the  Tennes- 
see ujDon  two  or  three  occasions  during  the  evening,  and  you  will 
never  be  tired  of  listening  to  him.  [Laughter.]  He  is  always  in- 
teresting, he  is  always  delightful,  he  is  always  courteous,  because 
he  was  always  brave.  [Applause.]  You  have  heard,  also,  from 
a  brave  General  who  led  our  armies  once  at  a  perilous  moment, 
when  defeat  had  overwhelmed  us,  and  when  the  retreating  hosts 
of  the  friends  of  libert}'  were  covering  the  Valley  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock. Yet  his  strong,  sturdy  arm  and  throbbing  bosom 
rushed  to  the  front,  restored  the  ranks,  and  brought  final  victory 
to  our  arms.  You  have  heard  again  from  one  of  Illinois'  early 
sons,  who  dates  his  connection  with  the  militarv  service  back  to 
the  days  of  the  Mexican  war;  [applause]  one  who  assisted  in 
mustering  our  regiments  into  the  service  in  1861;  one  who  helped 
us  in  the  West  to  w^n  victories,  and  in  one  of  the  darkest  hours 
of  the  rebellion  lifted  his  strong  and  courageous  arm  upon  the 
Potomac,  where,  if  he  had  been  cordiallv  and  earnestly  supported 
by  loyal  hands, — if  an  unfaithful  hand  had  not  turned  upon  him, 
he  would  have  saved  that  other  great  General  the  necessity  of  a 
visit  to  the  Potomac.  [Applause.]  You  have  heard  from  all 
these  gentlemen,  but  you  have  heard  also  from  the  meek,  modest, 
and  unpretentious  citizen  who  sits  this  evening,  as  other  soldiers 
do,  unornamented  with  the  badges  of  militarv  renown,  and  who 
falls  back  into  the  private  walks  of  life, — a  private  citizen, — after 
discharging  great  services  to  the  Republic  \\\  war  and  in  peace 
and  after  that  visit,  which  has  been  alluded  to  so  manv  times,  and 
will  be  so  many  times  more, — you  have  heard  from  that  modest, 
plain  man  to-night,  whom  the  nation  loves,  and  whom  the  na- 
tion honors,  and  ever  will  love,  do  as  he  pleases.  [Applause.] 
You  have  had  a  rich  treat;  some  trouble  I  take  it  vou  have 
had  to  obtain  good  seats  in  this  gorgeous  theatre  this  evening. 
You  have  been  put  to  some  inconvenience  to  find  yourselves  com- 
fortably seated,  but  I  think  you  comely  ladies  and  you  good  na- 
tured  men  will  all  retire  from  this  presence  this  evening  thanking 
your  good  fortunes  and  your  lucky  stars  that  you  were  favored 
with  the  opportunity  to  meet  these  distinguished  gentlemen   to- 
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night,  the  defenders  of  your  country's  glory  and  your  country's 
honor. 

Speaking  for  that  vast  army  that  cannot  be  here,  speaking  for 
the  multitude  beyond  the  pale  of  this  theatre,  that  cover  the  great 
plains  of  the  Republic  far  away  from  here,  who  are  seldom 
blessed  with  the  opportunity  to  witness  such  pleasant  occasions 
as  these,  and  for  the  great  army  of  privates,  for  the  non-commis- 
sioned ollicers,  and  for  the  great  sturdy  sons  of  labor,  who  assisted 
our  able  commander  to  bear  our  flag  on  to  victory,  and  to  bless 
humanity  as  this  Republic  is  lilessed.  with  a  sturdy,  strong  Repub- 
lican Government, — in  the  name  of  the  privates  of  the  Army  of 
the  Republic,  in  the  name  of  the  loyal  men  who  stood  behind  the 
privates  of  the  armv,  the  loval  people  inspired  to-night  with  a 
new  love  of  country;  with  a  new  vigor,  with  an  assurance  of 
intellect;  in  the  name  of  the  Republic  and  in  the  name  of  the 
soldiers  not  ranked,  I  would  speak  if  I  dared  to  do  so,  if  I  might 
presume  to  do  so,  if  I  may  be  so  bold  as  to  dare  to  speak  for  them 
and  in  their  behalf  and  in  their  name,  I  thank  these  gentlemen, 
and  tliank  this  great  city  of  Chicago  for  this  military  display  and 
for  the  civic  procession  of  to-day. 

I  thank  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Chicago  more  for  his  eloquent 
and  kindly  speech  this  afternoon  in  receiving  our  guest,  our  Pres- 
ident that  was,  our  citizen  that  is  to  be.  than  for  the  speech  of 
this  evening;  for,  of  the  two,  if  the  Mayor  will  pardon  me,  I  will 
sav,  as  assuming  to  be  a  judge,  that  the  speech  at  the  Palmer 
House  was  even  better  than  the  one  here  this  evening.  [Laughter 
and  applause.] 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Republic  is  safe.  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  no  cause  for  alarm.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  all  retire 
to-night — I  mean  those  who  have  couches  to  retire  upon.  [Laugh- 
ter.] To  the  great  multitude  that  lodge  in  the  highways  and 
byways,  I  think  I  can  say  for  one  and  for  all  that  we  shall  sleep 
soundly  after  the  close  of  this  auspicious  day.  Once  more  we  are 
reassured  that  the  Republic  is  safe,  and  that  the  future  has  in  its 
golden  bosom  all  that  any  woman  or  man  can  hope  for.  Ladies 
and  gentlemen,  excuse  mc  for  having  tallied  so  long.  I  had  not  a 
thought  at  my  command  when  I  rose,  I  have  spoken  without 
coming  up  to  the  dignity  of  one,  but  if  I  have  entertained  you 
one  moment  I  have  disappointed  myself  and  these  people. 
[Laughter.] 
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Mr.  Clemens  (Mark  Twain)  was  called  and  was  received  with 
cheers;  the  audience,  members  and  all,  were  having  a  good  time 
and  evidently  wished  to  continue  it.  Being  presented  by  General 
Sherman,  he  said: 

SPEECH  OF  Mr.  CLEMENS,  (Mark  Twain.) 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I  just  within  a  moment  heard  General  Sherman  say  to  a 
gentleman  sitting  in  my  neighborhood  that,  if  he  would  promise 
not  to  speak  more  than  two  minutes,  he  would  let  him  get  up. 
He  didn't  say  that  to  me  [laughter],  and  I  judge  by  his  remarks 
to  me,  that  he  wouldn't  allow  me  quite  so  much.  [Renewed 
laughter,  and  a  voice,  '"louder."]  But — is  that  loud  enough 
[laughter] — I  have  not  listened  to  a  bad  speech  to-night,  and  I 
don't  propose  to  be  the  one  to  furnish  you  with  one;  -and  I  would, 
if  I  had  time  and  permission,  go  on  and  make  an  excellent  speech. 
[More  laughter.]  But  I  never  was  happy,  never  could  make 
a  good  impromptu  speech  without  several  hours  to  prepare  it. 
[Roars.] 

The  Societv  was  still  in  the  disposition  of  having  more 
speeches,  but  the  President  called  for  a  cessation.  The  Glee  Club 
sang  "John  Brown's  Bodv"  with  nearly  everybody  present  join- 
ing in  the  chorus.  At  the  close  the  President  adjourned  the 
Society  till  to-morrow  morning. 
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Palmer  House  CEUB-Roo:\r,  JVov.  13,  1S79. 

Society  niet  according  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  10:15  a.  m.  Proceeding 
with  the  order  of  business,  first  was  reading  of  the  record  of 
preceding  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Lanstrum: 

Resolved,  That  the  reading  of  the  record  of  the  last  annual 
meeting  be  dispensed  with. 

Proceedings  of  yesterday's  meeting  were  read,  and  there  being 
no  objection  to  them,  by  direction  of  the  President  they  stand 
approved. 

The  Treasurer.  General  Force,  read  his  annual  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennes.see, 
Treasurer's  Office, 
Chic.'NG').   Ills.,   November  10,  1S70. 

The  Permanent  Fund  at  the  last  i-eport  consisted  of  six  thousand  five  himdred 
dollars  of  six  per  cent.  Government  Bonds,  and  four  hundred  and  ten  doUars 
tliirtv-nine  cents  cash.  Some  of  these  bonds  having  been  called  in,  and  it 
appearing  evident  that  soon  all  would  be,  I  sold  them,  February  last,  for  six 
thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  twenty-five  cents,  and  subscribed 
for  seven  four  per  cent,  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  which,  with 
accrued  interest,  cost  seven  thousand  and  forty  dollars  and   sixty-seven   cents. 

Since  last  report,  this  fund  has  racei\ed  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars, 
interest  on  the  old  bonds,  and  two  hundred  and  ten  dollars  interest  t)n  the  new; 
and  has  received  from  Col.  L.  M.  Da\ton,  Recoi-ding  Secretary,  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  fifty  cents. 

There  has  been  no  expenditure  but  the  subscription  for  the  new  bonds. 

This  t\ind  now  consists  of  seven  four  per  cent,  bonds  for  one  thousand  dol- 
lars each,  and  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  forty-scVen  cents  cash. 

To  pre\'ent  risk  as  far  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  have  the  bonds  in 
shape  to  p:.ss  to  my  successor  by  mere  delivery,  the  new  bonds  are  registered 
bonds,  and  are  payable  "to  the  Treasurer  Society  of  the  Arm^^  of  the  Tennes- 
see, or  assigns.'' 

The  General  Fund  contained  at  last  report  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars  seventeen  cents.  It  has  received,  since  last  report,  from  Col.  L.  M. 
Dayton,  Recording  Secretary,  five  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  fifty  cents. 
The  expenditure  has  been — expense  of  the  ofiice  of  the  Recording  Secretary 
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for  stationery,  postage,  printing,  and  for  lithographing  map  for  the  annual 
report — fifty-seven  dollars  eighty-five  cents;  cost  of  printing  the  annual  report, 
two  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and  eighty  cents;  and  cost  of  keeping  the 
Treasurer's  books  in  the  Safe  Deposit  Company  during  the  summer  while  I 
was  out  of  town,  one  dollar,  making  in  all  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars 
sixty -five  cents. 

This  fimd  now  contains  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  and  two 
cents. 

M.  F.  Force, 

Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Joel: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  be  received  nnd 
accepted. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  his  annual  report  as 
follows: 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Chicago,  Ills.,  November  12,  1879. 
Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Gentlemen: — As  Corresponding  Secretary,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
usual  distribution  of  reports,  certificates,  notices  of  the  meeting,  etc. 

We  have  been  unable  to  communicate  with  the  following  named  members 
of  our  Society,  whose  places  of  residence  are  at  present  unknown: 

Major  S.  R.  Adams. 
Captain  A.  S.  Bixbv. 
Colonel  W.  W.  Botkin. 
Lieutenant  J  no.  F.  Cutter. 
Lieutenant  H.  O.  Dwight. 
Captain  R.  "R.  Frary. 
Captain  S.  S.  Frow. 
Colonel  Otto  Funke. 
Dr.  Emile  Guelich. 
General  I.  IL  Hammond. 
Captain  C.  P.  McEnally. 
Dr.  Jno.  Moore,  U.  S.  A. 
Lieutenant  M.  L.  Moore. 
Lieutenant  E.  E.  Page. 
Colonel  J.  K.  Proudfit.J 
A.  K.  Robinson.  \ 
[.  G.  Robinson. 
Major  J.  J.  Safely.    **""' 
Lieutenant  Jas.  IL  Smith. 
Major  L.  S.  WiUard. 
Major  J.  ).  'vVilson. 
R.  Walcutt. 

Any  information  in  reference  to  their  present  location  will  be  gladly 
received. 
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There  are  eighty-three  (83)  of  our  members  entitled  to  tiie  two  bound  vol- 
umes of  our  "combined  reports"  who  have  not  vet  transmitted  tlieir  orders 
for  same. 

Under  Article  III.. of  Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  upon  formal 
application,  the  name  of  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Rutger,  widow  of  our  deceased  com- 
rade, Lieutenant  Francis  Rutger,  will  hereafter  appear  upon  our  roll  as  an 
honorary  metnber. 

Since  our  last  annual  reunion,  death  has  again  invaded  our  rapidh  dimin- 
ishing circle,  and  embraced  two  of  our  most  worthy  members. 

Captain  Thoiiias  S.  Petntingtoti  died,  by  his  own  hand,  at  Hastings,  Minn., 
December  21st,  1S78. 

Captain  Pennington  was  born  at  St.  Clairsville,  Belmont  coimtv,  Ohio. 
December  9th,  1S40,  and  was  consequently  a  little  over  thirt\'-eight  years  of 
age.  He  was  attending  Oberlin  College  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  rebel- 
lion, enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Regiment,  was  advanced 
to  Corporal  and  Orderly  Sergeant,  but  in  three  months  was  obliged  to  be 
discharged  for  disability.  In  August,  1861,  his  health  having  considerablv 
improved,  he  accepted  a  recruiting  commission  for  the  Ninety-fifth  Ohio 
Regiment,  and  w-as  mustered  in  as  First  Lieutenant,  and  soon  afterwards  pro- 
moted to  Captain.  He  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Belmont,  Ft.  Henry,  P"t. 
Donaldson,  Nashville,  Pittsburg  Landing,  luka,  Corinth,  Port  Gibson.  Ray- 
mond, Jackson,  Champion  Hills,  Vicksburg,  Chattanooga,  Resacca,  Dallas, 
Atlanta,  Alatoona,  Macon,  Savannah,  Pacataligo  and  Bentonville,  and  mus- 
tered out  with  the  regiment  at  the  close  of  the  war.  lie  then  removed  to 
Hastings,  Minn.,  and  in  1867  was  married  to  MissBettie  H.  Bass,  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  neither  of  whom  are  now  living.  With 
the  exception  of  three  years  spent  in  St.  Paul  as  book-keeper  for  Chaflee  & 
Pevnolds,  and  one  winter  in  Tennessee,  he  made  his  home  at  Hastings,  having 
been  for  six  years  book-keeper  and  cashier  for  John  Rhodes  .S:  Son,  general 
agents  for  McCormick's  reapers.  His  wife  died  in  1876  of  consmnption, 
having  lingered  many  months,  and  her  long  suffering  had  imdoubtedly  pro- 
duced an  impression  upon  his  mind  which  death  onlv  could  efface. 

He  was  buried  by  the  side  of  his  wife  and  children  in  Oakland  cemetery, 
St.  Paul,  on  Monday,  under  the  auspices  of  Hastings  Lodge  No.  49,  A.  O.  L^. 
\V.,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  many  a  tear  was  shed  in  memory  of  a 
true  friend  and  comrade. 

Lieute7ia7it  Win.  B.  StepJiciison  died  of  congestion  of  the  brain  at  the  Good 
Samaritan  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  ist,  1879. 

Lieutenant  Will.  Stephenson  was  born  at  Wheeling,  Virginia,  December 
17th,  1840.  While  he  was  yet  a  child  the  family  removed  to  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
which  place  he  has  since  considered  his  home. 

In  1858  he  entered  the  Freshman  Class  at  Marietta  College,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  first  term  of  the  Junior  year.  Soon  after  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Fifty-third  Ohio 
Regiment,  in  which  his  most  intimate  friend,  Major  E.    C.  Dawes,  was  then 


358  Proceedings  of  the  Society 

serving  as  Adjutant.  He  was  soon  appointed  Sergeant- Major,  and  performed 
his  dnties  in  so  satisfactory  a  manner,  that  immediately  upon  a  vacancy  being 
created,  he  was,  on  the  26tla  of  February,  1S63,  promoted  to  tlie  position  of 
Adjutant.  With  his  regiment  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  the  fight 
with  Forrest  near  Monterey,  the  siege  of  Corinth,  the  siege  of  Vicksburgh, 
the  actions  at  Black  River  and  Jackson,  Mississippi,  the  battle  of  Mission 
Ridge,  the  march  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  and  the  battle  of  Resacca. 

During  tiie  march  to  the  relief  of  Knox\ille,  he  contracted  a  severe  cold 
from  which  he  never  fulh'  recovered;  this  disability  made  it  evident  that  he 
could  not  endure  the  hardships  of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  which  had  been 
inaugurated  ;  and  he,  by  the  advice  of  his  army  friends,  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion, and  pending  the  acceptance  was  ordered  to  the  hospital;  but  the  battle 
of  Resacca  coming  on,  he  secured  a  revocation  of  the  order  and  returned  to 
his  command,  bearing  himself  so  gallantly,  during  that  battle,  as  to  command 
the  admiration  of  the  entire  command. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  became  associated  iil  business  with  the  firm  of 
W.  P.  Cutler  ^:  Co  ,  who  were  extensively  engaged  in  the  building  of  railroads. 
He  was  afterwards  a  director  in.  and  secretary  of,  the  Iron  Mountain,  Chester 
and  Eastern  Railroad,  and,  from  1S72,  until  his  death,  was  secretar\-  of  the 
Carbondale  and  Shawneetown  Railroad. 

In  1S76  he  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  our  Society,  in  the 
proceedings  of  which  lie'  had  ever  manifested  the  most  liveh'  interest. 

Prompt  and  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  brave  to  a  f;^uIt,  yield- 
ing and  lequiring  strict  obedience  to  orders,  always  scrupulously  neat  in  per- 
son and  apparel.  Will.  Stephenson  was  a  model  soldier,  as  he  was  a  steadfast 
friend. 

He  had  been  unwell  for  several  weeks,  but  kept  at  work  until  Tuesday,  July 
29th,  when  he  was  confined  to  his  bed.  On  the  following  day  he  was  removed 
to  the  'Good  Samaritan,"  and  on  Friday  he  died — surrounded  by  kind  friends 
and  loving  hearts.  The  funeral  service  was  held  by  Rev.  Mr.  Waller,  and 
his  bodv  was  borne  to  the  hearse  by  his  personal  friends.  Majors  Dawes  and 
Fleming,  assisted  by  other  comrades  of  the  '"  Army  of  the  Tennessee." 

Respectfully, 

A.    HiCKEN'LOOPER, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

On   motion   of  General   Sanborn: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretar}-  be 
received  and  accepted. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  then  presented  the  correspond, 
ence  in  his  hands  for  the  purpose  of  reading  it,  when, 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Wilcox: 

Resolved,  That  owing  to  the  limited  time  now  at  the  command 
of  tile  Society  for  the  transaction  of  business,  the  reading  of  the 
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letters  presented  by  the  Corresponding  Secretarv  be  omitted,  but 

that  they  be  incorporated  as  a  part  of  the  records  of  this  meeting. 

He  also  presented  communication  of  committee  regarding  the 

'•  Blair"  ^lonument  Association,  as  follows,  as  part  of  his  report: 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  6,  IS70. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Blair  Monument  Fimd,  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved.  That  a  comiuittee  of  ten  of  the  otfieers  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  be  appointed  by  the  Chairman,  to  present  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Societj^  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  Chicago  on 
November  13th,  1879,  the  objects  of  the  Blair  Monument  Association,  and  to 
respectfully  ask  their  assistance  in  the  undertaking.  The  chair  appointed  the 
following  named  officers  as  that  delegation,  viz: 

Colonel  Thos.  C.  Fletcher,  Captain  M.  A.  Doyle, 

Colonel  E.  M.  Joel,  Dr.  P.  S.  O'Reilly, 

Colonel  D.  C.Coleman,  Captain  John  N.  Straat, 

Colonel  John  McFall,  Colonel  P.  E.  Bland, 

General  John  D.  Stevenson,  General  John  C.  Cavender. 

E.  M.  Joel, 
Richard  J.  Howard,  Secretary. 

President. 

Note. — The  Secretary  places  the  correspondence  next  below  as 
being  properl}^  in  order  for  publication  in  this  report. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Taucawa,  III.,  November  11,  1S79. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresfotid!7ig-  Secretarv,  Palmer  House.  Chicago.  III.: 
Dear    Sir: — It  \\\\\  be  out  of  my  power  to  meet  with  the  Society  in  its 
present  gathering.     Sickness  in  my  family  will  prevent  my  attendance. 

I  would  enjoy  the  hearty  grasp  of  the  hand  of  many  an  old  companion,  some 
who  were  in  the  Prison  Pen  at  Macon,  Georgia,  and  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, in  1S64.  Here  is  my  hand  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ohio.  May  his 
influence  with  otiiers  gi\e  us  Ohio  by  30,000  strong  in  1S80. 

Truly  yours, 

S.   H.  Al:\iox, 
Late  Major  T/iiriy-first  Illitiois  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Pekix,  III.,  November  11,  1S79. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corrcsfoiiding  Secretary  Society  Army  of  ill q  Tennessee : 
Dear   Sir: — I   wrote  Captain    McAuley   that   I  would  be  with  you  to-mor- 
row, but  I  find  at  the  last  that  m\-  professional  duties  will  compel  me  to  forego 
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tlie  "Teat  pleasure  it  would  afford  me  to  be  with  our  comrades,  especially  upon 
so  enjoyable  an  occasion  as  the  reunion  of  to-morrow  and  Thursday.  The 
annual  reunions  become  more  and  more  to  be  prized  as  our  ranks  become 
thinned  bv  time  and  its  attendant  vicissitudes. 

With  the  returning  prosperity  to  all  our  country,  and  the  hearty  welcome  to 
be  extended  bv  our  Society  and  by  the  citizens  of  Chicago,  as  well  as  of  citi- 
zens of  this  and  adioining  States,  renders  the  deprivation  of  the  joys  of  this 
reunion  opecially  to  be  regretted. 

I  ha\-e  the  honor  to  be, 

Wm.  Henry, 
/.(//('  Captain  lOStli  III.  Inf. 


Palace  Motel,  San  Fra.scisco,  N^ovcmber  6',  1819. 

Gener.\l  a.  Hickenlooper, 

Correspoiidhig  Secretary . 

Dear  General: — Your  invitation  to  attend  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion 
of  our  Society  is  received,  and  it  is  with  tlie  keenest  sense  of  disappointment 
and  reo'ret  that  I  am  compelled  to  announce  that  business  engagements  will 
prevent  mv  meeting  this  year  with  the  survi\ors  of  the  grand  old  "Army  of 
the  Tennessee." 

This  sense  ol  personal  loss  is  deepened  and  intensified  when  I  think  oi' the 
central  fi^'ure  of  this  meeting,  and  of  how  your  hearts  will  swell  with  pride  and 
ioy  as  ^  ou  greet  again  our  first  great  commander,  just  home  from  his  tri- 
umphant tour  around  the  world. 

It  has  been  my  rare  good  foitune  to  witness  most  of  the  man\-  magnificent 
demonstrations  in  honor  of  General  Grant  since  he  arrived  upon  this  coast, 
and  if  the  reception  at  Chicago  surpasses  the  one  that  San  Francisco  gave 
him  sow  will  indeed  pa\-  him  royal  honors.  Here,  from  the  first  moment  of 
his  landiu"-  until  his  final  leave  taking  upon  the  eastern  boundary  of  Nevada, 
it  has  been  one  continued  ovation,  and  from  the  beggar  to  the  bonanza  kings, 
all  ha\e  striven  to  shower  honors  upon  the  man  whose  heroism  is  equalled 
only  by  his  modesty. 

And  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  serve 
with  General  Grant  may  think  that  his  fair  fame,  now  dear  to  us,  is  safer  for 
all  time,  if  he  does  not  again  assume  public  office,  still  it  is  very  clear  that  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  these  three  States  are  turned  toward  him  with  confi- 
dence and  hope,  and  without  waiting  to  ask  what  the  East  may  think  or  do, 
there  is  no  denying  that  over  him  the  hill  sides  and  mountain  tops  are  already 
ablaze  with  the  magic  words  o{  ••Grant  and  ISSO.'' 

I  predict  for  the  thirteenth  reunion,  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  meet- 
ing since  we  met  before  Vicksburg  and  Atlanta,  and  if  during  the  past  year 
.any  of  our  members  have  strayed  away  and  have  become  Judges,  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  Senators,  or  Governors,  1  trust  that  they  will  be  forgiven, 
and  be  made  just  as  welcome  as  if  they  had  remained  in  the  ranks,  and  I  am 
sure   if  there  are  any  such  unfortunate  ones,  they  will  be  only  too  glad  to  lay 
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aside  their  official  robes  and  joining  hands  with  the  "bovs,"  to  sing  again  the 
old  camp  songs,  and  to  ''swap"  with  them  the  same  thrilling  stories  that  have 
done  such  good  ser%'ice  at  every  one  of  our  previous  meetings. 

Faithfully  yours, 

H.  H.  BoYCE, 
45th  III.   Vet.    Vol. 


Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  October  33,  1S79. 
Captain  John  T.  McAuley, 

No.  ISo  Madiso7i  Street,  Chicago,  III.: 
Dear  Sir: — In  answer  to  Ihe  invitation  received  from  your  committee  to 
be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  Chicago  on  the  i2th  and  13th  proximo.  I  regret 
to  say  I  shall  be  unable  to  attend.  Nothing  but  the  requirements  of  duties 
that  will  neither  admit  of  postponement  or  delay  would  prevent  my  being 
present,  and  enjoying  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  noble  band  of  officers  with 
whom  it  was  my  pleasure  to  be  associated,  in  a  subordinate  capacity,  during 
the  great  events  of  the  war.  It  would  afford  me  especial  pleasure  to  unite 
with  the  throng  who  will  welcome  General  Grant  upon  his  return  to  Chicago 
and  the  country  from  his  travels  abroad.  Being  prevented,  however,  from 
meeting  vou  in  person,  I  shall  be  with  you  in  sympathy,  and  shall  wish  you  a 
happy  reunion,  and  that  each  member  of  the  Society  may  be  able  to  attend 
many  annual  reunions  in  the  future. 

Very  truly  yours, 

C.  C.  Carpenter. 


Bath,  N.  Y..  November  10,  IS79. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Cor resp07iding  Secretary  Sorietv  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

ISIy  Dear  General: — I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  attend 
the  reunion  of  our  Society  this  year.  I  have  been  hoping  against  hope  for 
the  past  two  weeks,  but  am  compelled  to  give  it  up.  I  should  like  so  much  to 
meet  old  comrades,  and  I  believe  the  reunion  this  year  will  be  of  more  than 
usual  interest,  and  will  bring  together  more  than  the  usual  number  of  mem- 
bers, to  see  once  more  the  old  commander  of  the  "  Army  of  the  Tennessee," 
whom  all  nations  of  the  earth  "delight  to  honor."" 

Living  so  far  East,  it  is  not  often  I  can  meet  with  you,  as  our  reunions  are 
generally  in  the  West,  where  most  of  our  members  live.  I  have,  therefore,  a 
feeling  of  isolation,  and  being  an  old  member  of  General  A.  J.  Smith's  staff, 
I  feel  very  like  the  description  he  once  gave  of  his  command,  in  a  dispatch 
to  General  Ilalleck:  "I  am  here  in  command  of  the  wandering  tribes 
of  Israel,  without  number  and  without  name.  My  Corps  badge  is  a  comet." 
But  I  am  proud  that  my  war  experience  entitles  me  to  a  membership  in  the 
•'  Societ}'  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  and  I  prize  that  membership  as  one 
of  the  highest  of  earthly  honors. 
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Enelosed  please  find  one  dollar,  my  annual  fee.      Wishing  you  all  one  of  the 
most  successful  enjoyable  reunions, 

Believe  me,  most  truly  yours, 

Wm.  S.  Burns. 
p.  s. — Is  there  not  a  certificate  of  membership  due  me,  as  I  paid  two  dollars 
for  one  last  year  at  Indianapolis.  W.  S.  B. 


Media,  Delaware  Co.,  Penn.,  November  1,  1879. 

Captain  J.  T.  McAuley,  , 

Seo'etary  of  Executive  Committee: 
Dear  Sir: — Your  circular  letter  of  the  20th  ult.,  inviting  me  to  be  present 
and  participate  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  thirteenth  anniversary  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  has  been  received,  and  I  regret  to  state  that  business  affairs 
will  prevent  my  attendance.  I  have  delayed  replying  until  this  time  hoping 
that  something  might  turn  up  favorable  to  my  anticipated  plans.  I  know  that 
all  who  may  be  present  on  that  occasion  will  have  a  joyous  time  in  meeting 
and  greeting  old  friends.     I  remain. 

Yours  trul_\', 

Edgar  T.  Miller, 
Formerly  Captain  15th  loiva. 


New  York,  October  50,  1S79. 
Captain  Jno.  T.  McAuley, 

Secretary,  18 S  Madison  Street,  Chicago: 
Dear   Sir: — Your  circular  notice  of  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Arm\'  of  the 
Tennessee  at  Chicago,  on  13th  and  13th  November  next,  is  received. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  it  will  be  out  of  my   power   to  be  with  you  on  that 
most  interesting  occasion,  in  consequence  of  the  poor  state  of  my  health. 
I  shall  be  with  you  in  heart  and  soul,  if  not  in  bod^'. 

Please  bear  to  my  old  comrades  in  the  service,  at  a  time  that  tried  men's 
souls.  Generals  Grant,  Sherman  and  others,  my  high  esteem  and  congratu- 
lations. 

Hoping  to  be  able  to  meet  with  you  on  future  occasions. 
Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

Sam'l  L'Hommedieu, 
Late  Surgeoti,  U.  S.  A. 
Residence:  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York  City. 


Leadville,  Colorado,  October  20, 1879. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Cincinnati,    Ohio. 
Dear  Sir: — Your  notice  of  the  next  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  duly  received. 

I  have  hoped  to  be  in  Chicago  on  that  occasion,  but  my  business  here  will 
not  admit  of  my  leaving  at  present. 
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I  tnist  you  will  have  as  good  a  time  as  the  last  we  had  in  Chicago. 
Allow  me  to  congratulate  j'ou  on  the  result  of  the  recent  campaign  in  Ohio. 
The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  is  always  victorious,  and  when  our  first  great 
commander  takes  the  field  in  iSSo,  the  result  cannot  be  doubtful. 
With  best  wishes  for  all,  I  am. 

Yours  truly,  , 

C.  C.  Kellogg. 


Huntingdon,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1879. 
Captain  Jno.  T.  McAuley, 

Secretary  Executive  Committee,  Chicago,  Ills.: 
Dear  Captain: — The  annual  reunion  of  our  Society  occurs  so  soon  after 
it  will  be  safe  for  me  to  return  to  my  home  in  Memphis,  I  w'ill  then  have  so 
manv  business  engagements  it  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  be  with  you, 
which  I  regret  more  than  I  can  express.  I  know  it  will  be  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  enjoyable  meetings  we  have  ever  had.  Accepting  my  hearty 
congratulations  for  the  members  present,  and  trusting  that  I  may  not  be  found 
absent  from  roll-call  at  our  next  reunion,  I  am. 

Sincerely  yours, 

R.  F.  Patterson. 


Whipple  Barracks,  | 

Prescott.  Arizona,  November  2,1819.  \ 

Captain  Jno.  T.  McAuley, 

183  Madison  Street,  Chicago,  III. 
De.\r  Sir: — Your  note  of  2oth  October,  via.  various  headquarters,  reached 
me  this  morning,  and  I  am  afraid  that  my  response  will  not  reach  you  till  after 
the  good  time  you  are  to  have  is  all  over,  as  Mans.  Breitman  says,  "away  in 
the  evigkat." 

But  duty  in  this  dessicated  land  of  centipedes,  scorpions  and  sick,  will  pre- 
vent my  being  with  you  on  this  occasion,  much  as  I  should  enjoy  it. 
With  kind  regards  to  all, 

Very  truly  yours, 

R.  S.  LaMotte, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  12th  Infa7itry. 


Post  Office,  [ 

Virginia  City,  Montana,  September  9.  1879.   ) 

General  A.  IIickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Dear  General: — Again,  at  the  last  moment,  I  am  compelled  to  forego 
attendance  at  the  reunion  at  Chicago,  of  our  Society.  I  regret  this  all  the  more 
this  year,  as  I  was  honored  so  highly  last  year  by  the  Society,  in  being  elected 
a  Vice-President,  a  distinction  which  only  an  old  soldier  of  the  Tennessee  can 
appreciate;  and  more  especially  so,  as  I  was  elected  in  my  absence.  How- 
ever, in  the  "sweet  by  and  by,"  I  shall  be  present  at  some  one  of  the  reunions, 
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if  I  do  not  turn  up  my  toes  to  the  daisies  before  the  opportunity  offers.  I  trust 
it  may  be  one  of  the  next  three,  when  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  calling  on  the 
next  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ohio,  now  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  here  General  R.  P.  Buck- 
land,  of  the  Society,  e«  route  with  his  party  to  the  Geysers  and  Yellowstone 
Park.  As  usual,  we  "fought  our  battles  o'er  again,"  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
he  made  the  trip  safelv,  and  had  reached  the  railroad,  and  no  "close  call"  made 
on  him  by  hostile  Indians,  as  was  the  fortune  of  our  old  commander  and 
respected  President,  General  Sherman,  in  the  Park  two  years  ago. 

Wishing  all  of  you  a  pleasant  meeting,  and  with  kindest  regards  and  remem- 
brances to  the  comrades  present,  I  remain.  General, 

Truly  your  friend, 

F.  C.  Deimt-ing, 
Late  Colonel  Tenth  Regiment  Alissotiri  Infantry. 


Lincoln,  Placer  County,  Cal.,  October  I4,  1879. 

General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Dear  Sir: — I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  invitation  to  be  present  at 
the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in 
Chicago,  November  12th  and  13th,  1879. 

I  very  much  regret  that  distance  from  the  place  of  meeting  will  prevent  me 
from  attending  it. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  looking  into  the  face  of  our  old  commander.  General 
Grant,  at  his  reception  at  the  "Camp-fire,"  in  San  Francisco,  last  month,  and 
can  truly  say  that  I  felt  like  renewing  my  fealty  and  love  for  the  union  of 
States  and  the  glorious  flag  that  represents  our  American  JVatiotiality. 

Hoping  you  and  "all  the  brethren"  will  have  a  right  good  time  on  those 
happy  days  and  occasion,  I  i-emain. 

Respectfully  yours, 

C.  Gladding, 
Late  First  Lieutenant  Co.  A'.,  72d  Reg.  III.  Inf. 


Helena,  Montana  Territory,  October  14,  1S79. 

General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Cincinnati,  O.: 

Dear  General: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
notice  of  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  our  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  accompanied  by  the  information  that  'our  first  commander.  Gen- 
eral U.  S.  Grant,  will  be  with  us." 

Time  and  distance  alone  prevents  my  being  present  to  meet  our  old  com- 
rades and  our  first  and  greatest  commander.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  never 
received  a  heartier  welcome  on  his  return  from  Elba  by  his  scarred  vetenuis, 
than   will  be  given  General   Grant  by   his  old  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the 
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Tennessee.     It  will  be  the  regret  of  my  life  that  I  can  not  be  present,  to  greet 
him  and  them  together  once  again. 

When  you  drink  your  toasts,  mine  shall  be:     "Long  life  to  General  Grant 
and  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee." 

Truly  your  comrade, 

William  F.  Wheeler, 
Late    Captain   Fourth    Minn.    Vol.    Inf. 


Kansas  City,   Mo.,   November  5,  1879. 

General  A.   Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  of  tlie  Artnv  of  the  Tennessee,  Cincinnati.  O.: 
Dear  Comrade: — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  circular  of  October  i,  1879,  ad- 
yising  me  of  the  meeting  of  our  Society  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  the  12th  inst. 
In  reply  I  am  again  compelled  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  my  old 
comrades  on  account  of  business  requirements.  Although  absent  personally 
from  the  '•roll-call"  yet  I  am  with  you  "in  spirit,"  and  desire  in  this  way  to 
send  you  all  a  hearty  greeting  and  add  "God  bless  you." 

Ever  yours  truly, 

R.  C.  Crowell, 
Late    Major   '26th   Missouri   Vols. 


Helena,  October  30,  1S70. 

General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Chicago,  III.  : 
Dear  General:— I  regret  sincerely  that  I  can  not  meet  my  old  comrades 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  their  reunion  at  Chicago,  on  the  12th  and 
13th  proximo,  but  official  and  private  duties  require  my  presence  here.  It 
would  be  a  great  gratification  to  me  to  be  able  to  join  my  old  comrades  in 
doing  honor  to  our  old  commander  and  friend,  General  U.  S.  Grant,  the 
greatest  genius  of  this  age,  and  the  representative  of  loyalty  to  the  National 
Government. 

I   trust  3'our  reunion   may  be  a  pleasant  and  successful  one.     I   am,   dear 
General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Potts, 
Late    Brig,    and  Brevet   Major -General  of    Vol. 


\ 


Chicago,  October  7,  1879. 

My  Dear  General: — I  have  vour  circular  of  the  ist  inst.,  notifying  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  that  the  next  meeting  will 
be  at  Chicago  on  the  12th  and  13th  prox. 

I  should  enjoy  being  at  the  meeting  exceedingly,  especially  as  our  first  com- 
mander is  to  be  present.      It  will  be  impossible,  however,  for  me  to  be  present. 
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as  rapidly  failing  health  obliges  me  to  leave  at  once  for  a  more  congenial  cli- 
mate.    I  hope  that  next  year  I  may  be  able  to  be  present  at  the  meeting. 
Hoping  that  the  reunion  will  be  all  that  is  expected,  I  remain, 

Yours   truly, 

S.  W.  Welch, 
hate  Brevet  Colonel  and  A.  .!^.  M. 

General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society   Army  Tennessee,    Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


New  Orleans,  November  7.   1S79. 

General  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  of  the  Army  of  the    Tennessee: 

Dear  General: — As  usual,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  I  find  it  impossible 
to  absent  myself  long  enough  to  attend  the  reunion  at  Chicago,  on  the  12th 
and  13th.  The  loss  is  all  mine,  and  I  regret  it  exceedingly.  Please  extend 
for  me  best  wishes  and  congratulations  to  all  old  comrades  able  to  be  present 
at  this  specially  favored  reunion. 

Yours, 

Edward  Jonas, 

Sixteenth    Corps. 

BuFORD,  Dakota,  October  24,  1879. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper: 

It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  at  Chicago  for  the  meeting  of  the  Armv 
of  the  Tennessee. 

I  regret  this  greatly,  but  the  distance  is  so  great  and  the  latitude  so  high,  as 
to  necessitate  a  long  winter  iourney  by  boat  in  returning. 

Please  make  my  kindest  greetings  to  the  Society,  my  comrades,  with  the 
hope  that  in  future  years  I  may  be  with  them  on  their  most  interesting 
occasions. 

Very  truly, 

W.  B.  Hazen. 


Ogemaw  Springs,  Mich.,  November  12,  1S79. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper: 

JJear  General: — I  regret  that  post-office  duties  and  my  private  business 
will  not  allow  me  to  attend  our  Society  meeting  in  Chicago.  Would  like  to 
be  there  and  assist  in  welcoming  our  old  commander,  General  U.  S.  Grant,  a 
man  whom  all  soldiers  admire  and  all  men  esteem.  I  had  made  partial 
arrangements  to  be  present,  but  circumstances  are  such  that  it  can  not  be. 
Hoping  you  had  a  tremendous  meeting,  I  remain, 

Yours  truly, 

Louis    Keller. 
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Davenport,  Iowa,  November  12,  ISl 9. 

General  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Palmer  House: 

Greatly   regret  can   not  be  witli  Armv  to-day  as  expected;  what's  my  gain 

is  its  loss. 

Add.  a.  Sandeu.s. 


Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  November  10.  1S79. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secrciarv  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
My  Dear  Sir: — It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  announce 
my  inability  to  be  with  you  on  the  iith  and  I2th  inst.  My  professional  con- 
nection with  the  case  oi  Ne-vco)ner  y.  )^(7«  Z>ewe«,  more  commonly  known 
as  the  "  Asylum  case,"  and  which  has  been  on  trial  the  past  four  weeks,  will 
detain  me  here. 

I  had  anticipated  much  pleasure  in  meeting  with  the  Society  this  yeai-,  and 
grasping  again  the  hands  of  many  of  my  comrades,  and  enjoying  the  hospi- 
tality of  the  liveliest  city  in  the  world,  and  of  being  one  among  the  legion  to 
welcome  our  first  great  commander,  whose  name  and  fame  encircle  the  world, 
but  duty  to  my  client  will  not  nermit.  Wishing  y,ou  all  a  grand,  glorious 
good  time — such  as  I  know  awaits  you,  and  deeply  regretting  that  I  can  not 
enjoy  it  with  you,  I  am, 

Very  truly  yovu-s, 

DwiGHT  May, 
I^ate  Colonel  Tvcelfth  Mich.  Inf.  and  Brevet  Brig. -General. 
P.  S. — Please  let  me  know  the  amount  of  my  dues  to  the  Society.  M. 


Headql'artkrs  District  of  New  Mexico,   \ 
In  the  Field,  |- 

San  Juan  River,  Col..  November  4,  1879.    ) 
General  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Army  of  the  Te?inessee,  Cincinnati,  O.: 
Dear  General: — It  is  with  the  greatest  regret  I  giye  up  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  my  old  comrades  at  Chicago,  on  the  i2th.  Looking  forward  to  this 
reunion  of  all  others,  as  the  most  enjoyable,  welcoming  home  our  old  com- 
mander, and  now  the  greatest  man  living.  Only  such  an  emergency  as  the 
present,  an  Indian  war' with  my  command  in  the  field,  could  prevent  my  be- 
ing with  you.  With  sincere  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  those  with  you, 
I  remain, 

\'ery  truly  yours, 

Edward  Hatch, 
Brevet  Alajor-Generaf  Army. 


Ellijay,  Gilmer  County,  Ga.,  November.  7,  1S79. 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Secretary  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
De.\k  Colonel: — It  is   with  the  keenest  feelings  of  regret  I  acknowledge 
my  inability — owing  to   professional  engagements — to  be   present   at   what   I 
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suppose  will  be  the  grandest  reunion  ever  held  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  and  to  participate  in  the  warm-hearted  reception  of  our  Gen- 
eral after  his  world-wide  tour,  and  to  personally  express  my  feelings  of  grati- 
fication and  respect  for  the  grand  receptions  and  ovations  given  to  our  beloved 
commander  bv  the  Governments  and  people  of  the  old  world,  and  through 
him  render  their  testimonial  of  their  high  appreciation  of  the  character  of  the 
people  and  the  Government  of  this  N'ation. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

II.  C.  Freeman. 


Wak  Department,  ^ 

Qlf  ARTERMASTEK   (tEXERAL's   OfFICK,  - 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  10,  1S79.      ) 

Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton. 

Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Palmer  House,   Chicago,  III.: 

Colonel: — I  wish  I  could  present  myself  instead  of  this  letter  at  our  reunion 
next  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  but  the  fates  decree  otherwise. 

I  shall  be  with  you  in  thought  when  you  greet  our  old  comrade  and  first 
commander  after  his  long  tour  in  injiny  lands. 

You  will  give  him  there,  in  his  and  mir  own  gallant  West,  perhaps,  the 
heartiest  welcome  he  will  have  anywhere,  and  it  will  be  to  him  as  if  at  his  own 
fireside,  for  scores  of  familiar  faces  will  be  about  him. 

Our  members  are  lessening  year  by  year,  which  makes  me  regret  the  more 
mv  absence. 

Kind  regards  to  any  who  can  call  to  mind  the  Adjutant  of  the  3rd  Brigade, 
4th  Division,  17th  Army  Corps. 

O.  D.  Kinsman. 

My  warmest  congratulations  to  the  new  Lieutenant-Governor. 


HEADqUARTERS   DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  COLUMBIA.     ) 

Vancouver  Barracks,  November  13,  1879.     ) 
The  Secretarv  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Invitation  comes  to-day — record  of  my  connection  with  \ou.      Precious  joy 
and  honor  to  the  living;  sacred  remembrances  for  the  departed. 

A.  O.  Howard. 


No.  3  3tone  Street,  New  Yoi^k,  November  10,  1S70. 
General  Andrew  Hickbnlooper: 

My  Dear  Hick: — I  had  promised  myself  the  pleasure  of  being  with  my 
old  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  Chicago,  but  late  last  night, 
after  all  my  arrangements  had  been  made  to  start  this  morning,  I  found  that 
important  business  of  a  private  nature  would  detain  me.  I  regret  it  more  than 
I  can  express.  Remember  me  to  all  my  old  friends.  I  know  you  will  have 
a  good  time.     You  always  do. 

Yours  truly, 

KiLBURN  Knox. 
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New  York,  November  10,  1879. 
General  A.  liiCKENLooPER, 

Corresponding-  Secretary  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Dear  General: — I  have  put  oft' answering  the  invitation  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  our  Society  in  Chicago,  till  the  last 
moment,  with  the  hope  and  expectation  of  answering  the  same  in  person.  To 
get  there  in  time  1  should  start  to-night.  Business  engagements  of  an  impera- 
tive nature  render  sucli  a  departure  impossible.  I  am  doomed  to  forego  the 
l^leasure  of  meeting  you  all,  and,  believe  me,  it  is  a  great  deprivation,  and  I 
regret  it  exceedingly. 

I  send  my  kindest  regards  to  all  my  comrades,  and  hope  the  next  reunion  to 
meet  every  one  of  you.  My  heart  goes  out  to  all  of  you.  I  am  sure  I  am  not 
forgotten  by  the  ofiicers  of  the  old  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
and  especially  hy  those  of  my  old  regiment,  the  gallant  Seventeenth  Wis- 
consin. I  authorize  any  officer  of  that  regiment  present  to  drink  an  extra 
bumper  for  me.  If  they  are  what  they  used  to  be,  an  extra  allowance  will 
do  them  no  injury.     Friend  and  comrade,  I  remain, 

Sincerely  yours, 

John  Crane, 
Adjutant  12th   Wis.  Inf. 


L,\w  Office  of  A.  Barto,  ^ 

Sauk  Centre,  Minn.,  November  10,  1S79.\ 

Governo;<  a.  Hickknloopek, 

Secretary  of  the  Society  of  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee: 
My  Dear  Sir: — The  fates  seem  to  have  decided  that  I  shall  not  attend  the 
reunion  this  year. 

I  had  hoped  to  start  for  Chicago  this  morning,  but  business  that  I  cannot 
leave  lias  prevented,  and  all  I  can  do  is  to  send  regrets  and  wish  you  the  best 
of  a  good  time. 

Remember  me  kindly  to  any  of  the  2nd  Iowa,  yth  Iowa,  or  66th  Indiana, 
and  I  have  little  fear  but  I  will  be  remenbered  by  the  old  52nd  Illinois. 

Let  the  welkin  ring  for  our  olil  frst  cow;;m«£/e^-,  is  the  sentiment  of  your 
comrade. 

A.  Barto, 
Tate  Captain  Co.  K,  52d  Ills.  Itifty. 


Mi.VNEAPoLis.  Minn.,  November  11,  1S79. 
General  A.  Hick  en  loop  ek, 

Secretary : 
Dear  Sir: — I  cannot  spare  the   time  to  attend  our  reunion  this  week  at 
Chicago,  but  hope  and  expect,  nothwithstanding  my   absence,  that  there  will 
be  a  quorum  present  and  that  you  will  have  a  right  royal  time. 

\'ery  trul\-, 

Edward  Spear. 
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MiNNEAroLis,  Minn,,  Novemhey-  10,  1870. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Army  of  tJ/c  Tennessee: 
Dear  General: — I  regret  that  circumstances  beyond  my  control  prevents 
mj  attending  the  reunion. 

Please   remember  me   to  the   members  of  the   Society,    with  assurances  of 
unfailing  regard. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  M.  Latrd. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  3,  1879. 
Captajn  John  T.  McAuley, 

Secretary  Executive  Committee: 
Dear  Sir: — I  have  received  due  notice  of  the  arrangements  for  the  thir- 
teenth annual  reunion  of  our  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at 
Chicago,  on  the  i2th  inst.,  and  will  certainly  attend  if  possible — but  business 
may  prevent,  so  will  make  no  engagement  for  the  banquet.  However,  this  is 
the  least  important  part  of  tlie  meeting  to  me,  and  as  you  expect  to  be  crowded 
on  the  occasion  any  way,  it  will  make  no  difterence  to  you. 

I  always  look  forward  to  these  meetings  with  much  pleasure — the  more  so.  I 
think,  as  our  members  slowly  but  surely  diminish,  and  the  white  hairs  show- 
more  and  more  plainly  on  the  heads  and  in  the  whiskers  of  those  who  remain 
— reminding  us  that  it  is  a  long  time  since  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  "fought 
the  good  fight"  down  in  Georgia. 

Verv  trulv  3'ours, 

W.  W.  Wright, 
Late  Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Mil.  Railroad. 


New  York,  November  12,  1879. 
General  Wm.  T.  Shermav, 

President  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
I  regret  very  much  my  inability  to  participate  in  welcoming  home  our  old 
commander.  We  learned  to  appreciate  and  love  him,  not  alone  for  his 
ability,  but  for  the  just  treatment  and  credit  every  soldier  received  under  him, 
no  matter  how  small  his  part,  and  what  we  learned  in  our  early  days,  the 
world  appreciates  and  honors  to-day. 

G.  M.  Dodge. 


Roseville,  O.,  November  11,  1879. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Called  here  by  the  death  of  a  relative.  I  cannot  attend  reimion.  Sav  to 
Army  of  Tennessee  that  we,  tlieir  comrades  in  the  South,  have  been  foremost 
in  giving  the  confederates  their  rights  and  views.  We  want  our  rights,  includ- 
ing a  free  ballot  and  a  fair  count,  and  that  there  can  be,  and  should  be,  no  peace 
until  those  are  granted. 

WiLL.VRD  Warner. 
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New  Orleans,  La.,  November  IS,  1S79. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

President  of  the  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

We  greet  our  comrades  of  the  Arni}-  of  the  Tennessee,  and  desire  to  join  in 
welcoming  home  our  first  and  great  commander. 

Cyrus  Bussey, 

W.   L.   McMlLLIN, 

Don.  a.  Pardee, 
Of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Boston,  Mass.,  November  12,  1S79. 
Geneijal  W.m.  T.  Sherman, 

Please  express  to  our  comrades  the  great  regret  I  feel  at  not  being  present 
at  roll-call.  May  you  have  a  pleasant  time  and  liv'e  long  in  prosperity  and 
honor  imder  the  old  flag. 

J.  II.  Wilson. 


St.  Paxil,  Minn.,  November  IS,  1S79. 

Dear  General: — I  must  express  to  you  the  grateful  sense  I  feel  for  the 
magnificent  entertainni;at  which  Chicago  gave  to  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee. 

The  days  of  last  week  are  red-letter  days  in  the  calendar  of  my  life!  I 
never  before  enjoyed,  in  so  high  degree,  an  occasion  of  this  kind.  I  hardly 
dare  hope  that  the  future  has  in  store  so  surpassingly  grand  and  delightful  a 
reunion  of  our  Society.  Profound  acknowledgements  are  due  to  you  and  to 
the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Local  Committee  for  the  unenvied  labor  and 
matchless  skill  that  prepared  and  carried  out  to  such  crowning  success  so 
splendid  an  entertainment. 

Vou  and  General  Chetlain  are  the  onlv  gentlemen  of  the  committee  that  I 
jK'rsonallj-  well  know;  to  you-  and  to  him  (to  whom  I  also  have  written,)  I 
tender  my  most  grateful  thanks  for  the  respectable  enjoyment  of  that  superb 
banciuet,  and  all  the  other  grand  features  of  our  reunion! 

Very  truly  yours, 

Wm.  R.  Marsh.\ll. 
To  General  W.  L.  Barnum. 

Note, — The  following  are  the  responses  to  invitations  given 
by  the  Local  Committee  to  distinguished  gentlemen: 

Executive  Department,     ) 
Boston,  Mass.,  October  28,  1879.) 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong  and  Others: 

Committee  on  Invitatiofis : 
Gentlemen:  —His  Excellency,  Governor  Talbot,  directs  me  to  express  his 
thanks  for,   and   his   regret  that  he  is  unable  to  accept  your  kind  invitation  to 
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attend  the   annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  greet  with  vou 
your  iUustrious  comrade  and  commander,  General  Grant. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

William  M.  Olin, 

Private  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,         \ 
Washington,  November  3,  1S70.\ 

Gentlemen: — I  am  desired  by  the  President  to  acknowledge  the  courteous 
attention  of  your  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  approaching  reunion  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  take  place  at  Chicago,  on  the  12th  and  13th  of 
Noveml)er  inst.  The  President  regrets  that  it  will  not  be  in  his  power  to 
attend  upon  tliis  occasion,  so  interesting  in  itself,  and  made  especiall\'  interest- 
ing by  the  expected  presence  of  General  Grant.  I  am,  witli  great  respect, 
gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Kv.vrts. 
Ge.veral  Stkong  and  others, 

Coin  III  ittee,  etc. 


Washington,  D.  C,  October  :?S,  1S79. 
Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  courteous 
invitation   to    be   present  at  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Armv  of 
the  Tennessee  at  Chicago,  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  November  next. 

I  greatly  regret  that  engagements,  both  of  an  official  and  personal  character, 
will  prevent  my  enjojing  the  pleasure  which  you  so  kindly  offer  me.  I  have 
a  lively  and  most  agreeable  recollection  of  a  meeting  with  your  Society  some 
years  since,  and  my  experience  on  that  occasion  would  prompt  me  to  a 
repetition  of  the  enjoyment  which  was  then  afforded  me  by  >our  kind  and  genial 
hospitality,  and  if  possible,  I  should  not  fail  to  join  vou  on  the  coming  anni- 
versary to  renew  those  enjoyments,  and  to  have  the  additional  pleasure  of 
uniting  with  \ou  in  receiving  and  welcoming  your  distinguished  comrade  and 
fellow-citizen,  General  Grant,  for  whotii  I  have  a  high  personal  respect  and 
i-egard,  both  as  a  citizen  and  a  soldier. 

Ma}'   I  be   permitted  to  offer  him,  through  you,  on  this  occasion,  the  warm 
welcome  of  an  jidmiring  "old  salt  ?"     I  have  the  honor,  gentlemen,  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Wouden, 
Rear  Admiral,   U.  S.  N. 
To  General  Wm.  E.  Stkong, 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Invitation  of  the  Army 
of  til  e  Ten  11  essce . 


Department  of  the  Interior.         } 
Washington,  November  3,  1S79.') 

Dear  Sir — I  have  received  your  kind  in\  itation  to  join  the   Army   of  the 
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Tennessee   on   tlie   occasion    of  its  thirteentii  annnal  reunion,  and  regret  ver\- 
muci)  tliat  my  official  duties  will  not  permit  its  acceptance. 

Very  truly  yours, 

C.   SCHURZ. 

Gener/sl  \Vm.  E.  Stroxg, 

C/iicaoo.  llLs. 


Executive  Department,  \ 

Sacramento,  Cal.,  October  30,  1S79.\ 

CJeneral  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman,  etc.  : 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  invitation  of  your 
committee  to  be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  in  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago, on  the  i2th  and  13th  of  November,  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  when  it  will  w-elcome  General  U.  S.  Grant,  and  beg  to  express  m\- 
regrets  that,  owing  to  official  and  other  duties,  it  will  not  be  practicable  forme 
to  be  there.  Trusting  that  the  reunion  of  the  Society  may  prove  both  pleas- 
ant and  profitable  to  all  who  participate  therein,  I  ha\-e  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  Irwin, 

Goz'er//or. 


War  Department,  ) 

Paymaster-Gen eral'.s  Office,      '.- 

Washington.  October  27,  lS79.) 

Gentlemen: — I  have  to  thank  \ou  sincerely  for  the  invitation  of  the  22d 
inst.,  to  attend  the  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  in  Chicago,  the  i  2th 
prox.  Nothing  could  g'we  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  join  in  the  welcome 
you  will  give  to  yoiu"  very  distinguished  member  and  first  commander,  General 
U.  S.  Grant.  But  I  regret  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  attend  and  to  accept  your 
kind  courtesy  and  invitation.  With  great  respect,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant. 

Benjamin  Alvord, 
Pavmaster -General  U.  S.  A. 
General  W.  E.  Strong  and  others. 

Committee  of  Invitation . 


War  Departmknt,  \ 

Adjutant-General's  Office,    |- 

Washington,  October  27,  1879. ) 

Generals  W.  E.  Strong,  A.  C.  Ducat,  et  al.. 

Committee,  Chicago,  Ills.: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yowv  invitation  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee  the  12th  and 
13th  proximo. 

I    doubt  not   this    thirteenth   annual    reunion    of  the  Society  will  be  of  vcrv 
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special   interest,  and  were  it  not  for  unusuallv   pressing  engagements  here.  I 
should  be  exceedingly  happy  to  participate  in  it. 

Thanking  you  for  the  favor  of  the  invitation,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.    D.   TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  A. 


Executive  Chamber,       \ 
Harrisburg,  October  31,  1S79.) 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  tiie  honor  to  acknowledge  your  kind  invitation  to 
attend  the  thirteenth  annual  leunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, at  Chicago,  on  the  12th  and  13th  proximo,  and  join  in  the  reception  of 
General  U.  S.  Grant. 

While  nothing  would  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  meet  the  veterans  of 
the  West,  and  join  in  doing  honor  to  their  great  commander,  I  know  we  will 
have  all  we  can  do  to  keep  pace  with  the  enthusiasm  of  his  reception  on  this 
side  of  the  AUeghenies,  If  we  enter  too  earlj',  especially  with  Western  vigor, 
I  am  sorely  afraid  we  will  be  distanced  on  the  home  stretch. 

You  will,  therefore,  kindly  excuse  me  from  attendance,  which,  indeed,  would 
be  otherwise  inconvenient  at  this  time,  when  I  assure  you  that  we  are  watch- 
ing with  sympathetic  interest  the  progress  of  General  Grant,  and  waiting  to 
vie  with  tlie  Western  welcome,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  hospitalities  of 
Pennsylvania. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectt'ully  yours, 

Henry  M.  IIoyt. 
To  Gen.  W.  E.  Strong,  Chairman;  Gex.  A.  C.  Ducat,  Maj.  3.  E.  Bar- 
rett, Capt.  B.  F,  Monroe,  M.^ij.  E.  O.  F.  Roler,  Gen.  S.  B.  Sherer, 

Committee  of  Invitation  Society  of  Army  of  Tennessee,  Chicago,  Ills. 


The  Dell,  near  Tonesdale,  October  28,  1879. 
To  the  ConiDiittee  of  Invitation  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  Chicago: 

Gentlemen  : — I  received  last  evening  your  very  kind  invitation,  and  hasten 
now  to  express  to  you  my  very  great  regret  that  I  can  not  accept  what  my 
heart  would  most  gladly  prompt.  To  meet  once  more  the  man  we  all  love, 
and  do  him  honor,  as  well  as  all  the  gallant  men  who  helped  him  so  bravely  in 
his  glorious,  though  painful  task,  would  be  luost  gratifying  to  me,  but  my 
health  will  not  permit,  and  I  can  only  join  ^ou  in  spirit,  and  say  irom  my 
heart:     "God  bless  him  and  all  of  you." 

Most  respectt"ullv  and  truly  vours, 

A.  E.  BoRiE. 


Executive  Dep.\rtment,     f 
Denver,  October  27,  1879.) 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman,  etc..  Chicago: 
My  Dear  Sir: — I  am   in   receipt   of  the   invitation   of  your  committee  to 
attend  the  thirteenth   annual   reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  in  your 
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cit_\-,  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  November,  proximo,  for  which  please  accept  my 
thanks. 

It  would  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  be  present  and  join  with  jou  in 
honoring  our  great  Captain,  who  is  to  be  your  guest,  but  I  can  not  hope  that 
I  will  be  permitted  to  accept  your  invitation. 

Public  duties  in  connection  with  my  office,  particularly  those  growing  out 
of  our  serious  Indian  troubles,  forbid  me  to  leave  my  post,  and  I  can  be  with 
you  onI\'  in  good  wishes. 

Again  thanking  you  and  >'our  committee  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me 
by  the  invitation, 

I  remain,  vtry  trulv  yours, 

Frederick  W.  Pitkin. 


I 


Washington,  October  28,  1S79. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman,  etc. : 
Dear  Sir: — A  few  days  since  I  received  an  invitation  from  your  committee 
to  attend  the  approaching  annual  reunion  of  "the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,"  to  be  held  at  Chicago  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  November 
next,  and  deeply  regret  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  be  present  on  that 
interesting  occasion. 

Please  accept  for  yourself  and    the  other  members  of  the  committee  my 
thanks  for  the  courtesy  of  the  invitation.     With  great  respect. 

Very  truly  yours, 

N.  H.  Swayne. 

M.\LONE,  November  4,  1S79. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chair ma)i,  etc.  : 
I  appreciate  most  fully  the  invitation  of  your  committee  to  be  present  at  the 
annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  the  12th  and 
13th  instants,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  indispensable  engagements   will   depri\e 

me  of  the  pleasure. 

Very  trulv  yours, 

W.  A.   Wheeler. 


Executive  Department,  ) 

Carson  City,  Nevada,  November  3,  1S7D.  \ 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairmaji  Committee  of  Invitations,  etc.,  Chicago,  III.: 
Dear  Sir: — I  very  much  regret  that  engagements  here  prevent  me  from 
accepting  your  very   kind   invitation   to   be   present  at  the  thirteenth  annual 
reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the  12th  and  13th  insts. 

I  beg,  however,  to  assure  you  that  my  heart  will  be  with  you  on  that  occa- 
sion. Having  very  recently  met  here  your  "first  commander,"  regret  at  my 
enforced  absence  is  correspondingly  intensified. 
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Implicitly  believing  in  a  bright  future  lor  vour  Society,  and  necessarily  a 
brilliant  and  prosperous  one  for  our  country,  I  remain,  General,  with  great 
respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  Kinkead, 
Governor  of  Nevada. 


ExF.cuTiVE  Department,         } 
St.  Paul,  November  7,  ISIO.  \ 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitation,  etc.: 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  polite  in^■itation  extended 
to  me  to  be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  vour  city  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  the  j^resent 
month. 

The  historical  memories  which  connect  the  preservation  of  our  country 
with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  the  special  interest  which  will  attend 
the  proposed  reception  of  its  first  great  commander  add  to  my  regret  that 
official  engagements  will  prevent  my  being  with  you  upon  so  significant  an 
occasion. 

Appreciating  the  honor  you  have  conterred  upon  me,  I  am. 
Most  respectfully, 

J.    S.   PiLLSBLRV, 

Governor  of  jMiiincsota. 


Post  Office  Department,      ) 
Washington,  November  3,  1S79.  f 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Cliaii man,  etc.,  Chicago,  III.: 
Dear  Sir: — I  sincerely  thank  you  and  the  committee  you  represent  for 
your  invitation  to  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  .\rmy  of  the  Tennessee, 
to  be  held  in  Chicago  on  the  i2th  and  13th  insts.  I  have  delayed  an  earlier 
response  in  the  hope  that  I  might  be  able  to  accept  your  invitation.  It  would 
be  very  gratifying  to  me  to  meet  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
and  especially  so  to  greet  its  first  commander,  General  U.  S.  Grant,  on  his  return 
to  his  old  home,  and  to  the  companionship  of  his  comrades,  but  I  find  that  my 
official  duties  will  deprive  me  of  the  pleasure.  You,  your  committee,  and 
your  comrades  have  my  best  wishes  for  personal  and  public  success. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  M.  Key. 


San  Francisco,  Cal.,  October  SI,  1S79. 
Gentlemen: — Accept  my  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation  to  the  approach- 
ig  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  in  Chicago. 
From  this  western  verge  of  our  great  republic  for  the' last  fourteen  years. 
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annually,  my  thoughts  have  fondly'  turned   toward  the   far   distant  homes  and 
reunions  of  those  whose  persistent  valor  did  so  much  to  make  it  great. 

But.  as  hitherto,  I  have  to  regret  that  the  distance  which  separates  us  will 
again  deprive  me  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  comrades  and  friends  of  your 
society,  to  each  and  every  one  of  whom  I  beg  you  to  convey  my  most  cordial 
and  fraternal  greetings,  of  which  please  appropriate  to  yourselves  a  very  sub- 
stantial part. 

From  your  comrade  and  friend, 

W.   S.   ROSECRANS. 

To  Gen.  Wm.  E.  Strong,  Gen.  A.  C.  Ducat,  Maj.  S.  E.  Barrett,  Capt. 
B.  F.  Monroe,  Maj.  E.  O.  F.  Roler,  Gen.  S.  B.  Sherer, 

Committee  oti  Ijivitations,  Chicago. 


Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  ) 
Washington,  Oc/oZier  ^7,  i579.         \ 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong,  Captain  B.  F.  Monroe,  and  others: 

Gentlemen: — I  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  courteous  invitation  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  to  attend  its  thirteenth  annual  meet- 
ing at  Chicago.  But  for  the  imperative  duty  of  attendance  on  oiu-  court 
which  is  in  session,  I  should  gladly  avail  mj'self  of  the  opportunity  of  ming- 
ling with  the  gallant  defenders  of  their  country's  existence.  As  it  is,  I  must 
reluctantly  decline.     I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Sam.  F.  Miller 

State  of  Rhode  Island,  \ 

Executive  Department,      l 

Providence,  November  1,  1879.  ) 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong. 

Chair  ma /I  of  the  Army  of  the  Tejinessee: 
Dear  Sir: — I  regret  that  my  official  engagements  deprive  me  of  the  pleas- 
ure of  accepting  your  kind  invitation  to  unite  with  my  soldier  friends  at 
Chicago  in  the  great  meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  I  should  be 
gratitied  to  meet  General  Grant  and  assist  in  welcoming  him.  We  must  keep 
him  home  ?iozi',  (rod  b/ess  him  ! 

Most  truly  yours, 

Charles  C.  V'anZandt. 


Governor's  Island,  ) 

New  York  Harbor,  November  3,  1870.  f 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  invita- 
tion to  attend  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at 
Chicago,  on  the  I2th  and  13th  inst. 

It  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  present  on  that  occasion,  and  I 
regret  that  my  official  duties  here,  and  other  engagements — which  can  not 
readily  be  set  aside — will  prevent  me  from  leaving  my  station  for  the  length 
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of  time  required  to  make  a  journey  to  Chicasjo  and  return,  at  the  time  desig- 
nated for  the  reunion. 

Thanking  you  for  your  courteous  invitation,  I  am,  gentlemen, 

^'ery  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

W.  S.  Hancock. 

To  Gen.  Wm.   E.   Strong,  Chairman;  Gen.    A.    C.    Ducat,   Maj.   S     E. 

Barrett,  Capt.   B.  F.    Monkoi-:,     Ma;.   E.   O.   F.  Roler,   Gen.   S.   B. 

Sherer, 
Committee  of  limitations  Reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Chicago,  III. 


Chicago,  Noveinber  S,  1S79. 
Gentlemen: — The  state  of  my  health  hardly  permits  the  acceptance   of 
your  courteous  invitation.     Regretting  this,  and  thanking  you,  I  am, 
Your  obedient  ser\ant, 

W.  F.  Storey. 
The    Coinmittee,  etc.,  etc. 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  November  5,  1879 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong,  etc.,  etc. 

Committee  of  Invitations: 
Gentlemen: — Much   pleasure  as  it  would  give  me   to   be  present  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  I  am  compelled  to  decline  your  kind 
invitation.     Engagements  here   forbid  its  acceptance.      Thanking  you    most 
cordially  for  the  courtesy  of  your  invitation,  I  am. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Alfred  H.  Terry. 


State  of  Ohio,  '\ 

Executive  Department,      > 

Columbus,  November  2,  1879.    \ 

Sir: — I  am  instructed  by  Ilis  Excellency,  Governor  Bishop,  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  polite  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual 
reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  the  I2th  and  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1S79. 

The  Governor  regrets  his  inabilitj',  through  previous  otHcial  engagements, 
to  be  present  on  an  occasion  of  so  great  interest. 

Verj^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Albert   Allen, 

Executive  Secretary 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  Committee  of  htvitat ion,  Chicago,  III.  • 


Department  of  State,  ) 

Washington,  November  3,  1870.  \ 

Gentlemen: — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  polite  invitation  to  be 
present  at  the  reimion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  Chicago  on 
the  12th  and  13th  inst. 
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I  regret,  extremely,  that  official  occupations  will  deprive  me  of  the  pleasure 
of  visiting  Chicago  upon  this  occasion,  as  it  would  give  me  very  great  pleas- 
ure to  do.     I  am,  gentlemen,  verv  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  M.  Evarts. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong  and  others. 

Committee,  etc. 


Boston,  October  31,  1879. 
Gen.   W.  E.  Strong,  Gen.  A.  C.  Ducat,  Gen.  S.  B.  Sherer,  Maj.  S.  E. 
Barrett,  E.  O.  F.  Roler,  Capt.  B.  F.  Monroe, 

Committee  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Gentlemen: — I  have  just  received  j-our  invitation  to  attend  the  thirteenth 
annual  reunion  of  your  Society  on  the  i2th  and  13th  of  next  month.  The 
occasion  will  ha  one  of  unusual  interest,  and  I  regret  exceedingly  that  my 
engagements  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  attend.  With  many  thanks  for 
your  courtesy',  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Yoiu-  most  obedient  servant, 

Irwin  McDowell, 

Majo  r  -  Gen  e  ra  I. 


Washington,  D.  C,  October  25,  1879. 
Dear  General: — I  regret  verj-  much  that  my  official  engagements  are 
such  as  to  make  it  quite  impossible  for  me  to  accept  the  invitation  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  to  be  present  at  its  reception  of  General 
Grant,  at  Chicago,  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  November.  I  am  sure  the  recep- 
tion will  be  one  worthy  of  the  Society  and  high  position  the  first  commander 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  has  so  deservedly  won  for  himself  at  home  and 
abroad.     Very  respectfully, 

Your,  obedient  servant. 

M.  R.  Waite. 
Gen.  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman,  etc. 


War  Department, 
C^artermaster  (General's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October 27,  1879. 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Invitations  Society  of  the  Tennessee,  Chicago: 

Dear   Sir: — I    have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  invitation  to  attend  the 

meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  Chicago,  on  the  12th 

and   13th  of  November,   1879,  ^"'^  ^  regret  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  that  I 

shall  not  be  able  to  avail  myself  of  the  kind  and  courteous  invitation. 

It  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  take  part  in  this  meeting  of  the  sur- 
vivors of  an  army  now  whose  heroism  I  saw  displayed  on  Missionary  Ridge, 
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and  to  do  vay  part  in  honoring  its  first  great  commander,  who   returns  from 
foreign   travel,   having  everywhere  been  received  with  tlie  lionor  and  admira- 
tion so  justify  his  due.     I  remain,  with  the  highest  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Meigs, 
^uarieraster -General  Brevet  Major -General  U.  S.  A. 


EXECUTIVK  Departmen't,  ) 

ToPEKA,  Ka^.,  November  6,  1879.   ) 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong  and  others, 
Chicago: 
Gentlemen: — Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  very  kind  invitation 
extended  to  me  to  attend  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  the  city  of  Chicago,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
the  1 2th  and  13th  instants,  on  the  occasion  of  the  welcoming  of  its  first  com- 
mander, U.  S.  Grant,  with  my  regrets  that  my  engagements  are  such  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  me  to  accept.  But  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  the 
heart  of  the  people  of  Kansas  will  be  with  you  in  welcoming  a  man  for  whom 
Kansas  can  give  seventy-five  thousand  majority. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  P.  St.  John, 

Governor. 


Executive  Depari  ment,         ) 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  November  6,  1S79.  \ 

Dear  Sir: — Governor  McClellan  is  still  indisposed  and  will  not  be  able  to 
be  present  at  the  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Yours, 

John  A.  Hall, 
Private  Secretury. 
Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  Committee. 


Hartford,  Conn.,  November  6,  1879. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong: 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  secured  a  room  (by  telegraph,  over  my  nam  de  plume) 
at  the  Palmer  House,  and  shall  arrive  there  next  Monda\-  morning. 

Truly  yours, 

S.  L.  Clemens. 


Territory  of  Wyoming,  \ 

Executive  Department,      >• 

Cheyenne,  November  8,  1879.  ) 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  of  Committee  071  Invitations : 
Dear  Sir: — I  owe  it  to  you,   as  well  as  to  myself,  to  explain  the  tardiness 
of  my  response  to  vour  kind  invitation.     It  came  while  I  was  in  the  upheaval 
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of  a  change  of  office  and  residence,  coupled  with  an  effort  to  pay  proper  respect 
to  General  Grant  (whose  coming  was  in  advance  of  expectation),  and  with 
the  necessity'  to  prepare  my  message.  Up  to  date  of  my  response,  herewith 
inclosed,  I  was  hoping  to  be  able  to  accept,  and  for  that  reason  have  held  mj 
letter  two  days  longer.  Pardon  my  delay,  and  believe  me. 
Yours,  greatly  obliged, 

John  W.  IIoyt. 


Clevel.\nd,  O.,  ] 

No.  ^06  Euclid  Avenue,  November  4,  1S70.  \ 

General  W.  E.  Strong, 

Cluiirinan  of  Committee  on  Invitations : 
■  De.\r  Sir: — I  sincerely  regret  that  imperative  duties  in  another  place  make 
it  impossible  for  me  to  accept  your  invitation  for  the  I2th  and  13th  of  Novem- 
ber. The  coming  reunion  can  not  fail  to  be  the  most  interesting  army  meeting 
of  this  generation,  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  can  not  be  present  and  add  my 
voice  to  the  cheers  of  welcome-home  which  will  greet  General  Grant  in  the 
capital  city  of  the  North-west. 

Sincerely  vours, 

John  H.\y. 


Governor's  Office,  ^ 

I.N'DIAN APOLis,  November  6,  1S79.  j 

Sii<: — It  is   not  convenient  for   me  to  attend  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of 
the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee  on  the  12th  and  13th  inst. 

Respectfully, 

James  D.  Williams. 
To  General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Invitations,  Chicao-o,  III. 


Washington  City.  November  5,  1S79.  < 
Dear  Sir: — Your  esteemed  invitation  to  attend  the  thirteenth  reunion  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  is  duly  received,  for  which  accept 
my  sincere  thanks.  It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  be  present  on  the 
occasion,  if  circumstances  would  permit,  but  the  pressure  of  official  duties  will 
prevent  me  from  attending.  Have  the  goodness  to  express  my  thanks  to 
those  whom  you  represent,  and  accept  for  yourself  the  assurances  of  my  grate- 
ful appreciation  of  your  kindness. 

Very  respectfully, 

Nathan  Clifford. 

To  the  Committee. 


\ 
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Chicago,  III.,  Novamber  6,  1S79. 
General  Wm.  El  Strong, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations,  etc.,  Societv  of  tlie  Army  of  titc 
Tenticssee: 
GiiNERAL: — I  regret  exceedingly  that  business  affairs  will  prevent  me  from 
attending  the  reunion  of  your  Society  this  year;  considerations  for  the  present 
condition  of  my  health  also  admonish  me  to  forego  the  pleasure  this  time.  I 
will  take  occasion,  however,  to  state  here,  before  closing,  that  from  what  I  can 
learn,  your  approaching  reunion  bids  fair  to  be  an  exceedingly  successful  and 
enjoyable  one,  I  sincerely  hope  it  may  prove  so. 

Yours,  very  trul\', 

Jeff.  C.  Davis, 
United  States  Arm\<. 


Executive  Department,     ) 
Cheyenne,  Novemljer  5,1879.  \ 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Invitations,  etc.,  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  Chicag-o,  III.: 
Sir: — Your  polite  invitation,  requesting  my  presence  at  the  reunion  of  the 
Army   of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  on  the   12th  and  13th  of  this  month,  in 
special  honor  of  General  Grant,  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  I  heartily  sympathize  with  the  patriotic  movement  you 
represent  in  tendering  me  this  courtesy,  and  that  but  for  duties  connected  with 
the  session  of  the  Wyoming  legislature,  now  in  progress,  I  would  certainly 
and  most  gladly  accept  your  invitation. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  honor  themselves  in  honoring  him  who 
was  the  hero  of  the  greatest  and  most  important  war  of  modern  times;  who 
signalized  a  long  caieer  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic  by  a  comprehensive 
as  w^ell  as  solid  statesmanship;  and  w"ho,  for  these  great  reasons,  has  received, 
and  now  receives,  the  homage  of  all  the  nations. 

Trusting  that  the  proposed  reunion  will  be  in  all  respects  a  splendid  success, 
a  gathering  and  demonstration  worthy  of  the  patriotic  sentiment  that  inspired 
it,  of  the  heroic  men  who  compose  3'our  organization  of  the  great  west,  so  fitly 
represented  for  this  occasion  by  the  proud  city  of  Chicago,  and  above  all, 
worthy  of  your  distinguished  guest,  I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect 
and  \ery  sincere  regret. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

|OHN    W.    HoYT. 


Office  of  the  Admiral,         \ 
Washi.vgton,  D.  C  ,  October  27,  1879.  |" 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind 
invitation  to  be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  at  Chicago  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  Novem- 
ber next. 
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It  would  aftbrd  me  great  pleasure  to  be  present  and  join  in  welcoming  the 
distinguished  soldier  who  was  the  first  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, but  I  regret  that  circumstances  will  prevent  my  leaving  home  at  that 
date. 

Wishing  the  members  of  the  Arm^'  of  the  Tennessee  a  happy  reunion,  I 
remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Admiral. 
General  W.m.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman,  and  members  of  the  Committee  of  Invitations,  Society  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  Chicago.  III. 


Executive  Office,         \^ 
Yankton,  October  27,  1870.  S 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Invitations  to  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Reunion 
of  the  Army  of  the   Tennessee: 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  invitation  extended 
to  me  by  the  committee  to  attend  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Armj'  of 
the  Tennessee  on  the  12th  and  13th  prox.     I  regret  to  say  it  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  leave  this  territory  at  the  time  named.     Did  my   public  duties   per- 
mit me   to  leave,   I   should   take  the  greatest  pleasure  in  being  present  and  in 
contributing  my  mite,  however  small,  in  doing  honor  to  the   noble   men    who 
contributed  so  largely  to  the  salvation  of  our  country.     You  will  please  convey- 
to  the  committee  mv  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred,  and  believe  me. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

William  A.  Howard. 

The  following  letter,  which  possesses  a  peculiar  interest  at  this 
time,  is  among  the  records  of  the  committee: 

Detroit,  October 24.  1870. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairma?i: 
Dear  Sir: — Please  accept  mv  thanks,  and  extend  them  to  vour  committee. 
for  the  honor  of  an   invitation   to  meet  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, upon  the  12th  and  13th  of  November,   to  welcome  ex-President  and 
General    U.   S.    Grant.     It   will   alYord   me  great  pleasure  to  accept  your  kind 

invitation. 

Very  sincerely  and  truly  yours, 

Z.   Chandler. 


Office  of  Light-House  Inspecior,      \ 
Third  District, 
Tompkinsville,  N.  Y.,  November  [>,  IS70.   ) 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  invitation 


L 
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to  attend  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Armv  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  to  express  my  regrets  that  my  duties  in  the  present  month  will 
not  pdrmit  my  attendance.      Verv  respectluUv, 

Your  ohedient  servant, 

J.  M.  M.  Clitz. 
Comms.  U.  S.  N. 
General  VVm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Invitations: 


HlCADqUARTERS   MARINE  CoRPS,         \ 

Commandant's  Office,  [- 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  27,  1879.  ) 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
invitation  to  be  present  at  the  "thirteenth  annual  reunion"  of  the  '"Army  of 
the  Tennessee,"  on  November  12th  and  13th  prox.,  at  Chicago,  111.,  and  the 
reception  of  General  U.  S.  Grant. 

I  regret  that  it  will   not  be  in  my  power  to  be  present,  and  return  30U  my 
hearty  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation.     Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  McCawley, 
Colonel  Commandant  U.  S.  Marine  Corps. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 


Cha 


I)  man  : 


State  of  New  Hampshire,  1 

Executive  Department,  V 

CoNCORD,  N.  H.,  November  8.  1879.  ) 

General  \Vm.  E.  Strong: 

My  Dear  .Sir: — I  regret  exceedingly  that  my  official  engagements  will 
prevent  me  from  accepting  your  very  kind  invitation  to  meet  the  old  Z'eteran 
soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  especially  our  great  commander, 
and  more  especially  the  greatest,  the  most  distinguished  and  renoxvncd  citizen 
of  the  knozvn  -vorld.  General  U.  S.  Grant. 

I  thank  God    that  he   has    been   permitted    to  safelv    return    to   the    United 
States,  and  again  meet  his  old  comrades  and  friends.     With  high  regard, 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours  always, 

Natt  Head, 

Governor. 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  3,  1879. 
Geneeal  Wm.  E.  Strong  and  Com.mittee: 

Gentlemen: — I  can  not  express  to  you  the  deep  regret  I  feel  at  not  being 
able  to  accejit  the  invitation,  with  which  \'Ou  have  honored  me,  to  attend  the 
reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  the  12th  and  13th 
instant. 


Of  the  Army  of  the    Tennessee.  385 


Important  business  will  prevent  mj  leaving  the  city  in  time  to  be  present  at 
the  reunion.     I  earnestly  wish  you  all  the  success  that  you  anticipate. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  H.  Clarke. 


No.  492  S.  Brooklyn,  New  York,  October  27,  1879. 
To  tlie  Coiiiintttee  of  Invitations  for  the  Society  Armv  of  the  Tennessee: 

Gentlemex: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  very  kind  invitation 
to  be  present  at  the  reception  of  our  most  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  com- 
rade and  fellow-citizen,  General  U.  S.  Grant,  first  commander  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  and  to  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  your  Commandry. 
I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  dangerous  illness  of  near  relatives  will  prevent 
me  from  accepting  your  favor,  and  the  pleasure  of  joining  such  a  reunion  of 
tried  old  friends. 

With  the  hope  that  you  all  may  have  a  happy  time,  I  am,  most  respectfully, 
gentlemen,  \ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Walke, 
Rear  Admiral  U.  S.  Navy. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  lui'itations.  Palmer  Hoiise^  Chicago,  III. 


General  HEADqyARTER.s,  State  of  New  York,    ) 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  v 

Albany,  October  31, 1879.   ) 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong. 

Chairman,  etc. : 
(General: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  kind  invita- 
tion to  be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  on  the  i2th  and  13th  of  November  next,  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  and  regret  exceedingly  to  be  compelled,  by  reason  of  the  pressure 
of  public  duties  about  that  time,  to  say  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to 
attend. 

Wishing   you    every    possible    success,    and   a    most   enjoyable    reunion,    I 
remain. 

Most  truly   yours, 

John  B.   Woodward, 

Adjutant-  Geiieral. 


U.  3.  Navy  Yard. 
Commandant's  Office, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  November  3,  1879. 

To  the  Committee  of  Invitation  Army  of  the    Tennessee: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  kind  invita- 
tion extended  me  to  be  present  at  the  "reunion"  on  the  12th  and  13th  inst., 
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and  at  the  same  time  must  express  mj'  sincere  regret  that  circumstances  render 
it  impossible  for  me  to  avail  myself  of  your  courtesy  and  the  privilege  extended. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 
Comniodore  U.  S.  N. 


Treasury  Department,  \ 

Office  of  the  Light-House  Board.  > 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  ol,  1819.    ) 
General  W.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Invitation,  Palmer  House,  Chicago,  III.: 
General: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  an  invitation  to  be  present  at 
the  "  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Armj-  of  the  Tennessee,  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  on  the  12th  and  13th  proximo." 

While  it  would  afford  me  extreme  gratification  to  meet  on  that  occasion,  as 
mutual  sharers  of  many  privations  and  dangers  during  the  long  and  bitter 
struggles  through  which  the  country  passed  in  1S61-5  in  its  successful  efforts 
to  preserve  the  union  of  the  States,  and  renew  the  friendships  then  begun, 
I  regret  that  I  am  compelled  by  unavoidable  circumstances  to  forego  the 
pleasure. 

With  thanks  to  the  committee  for  the  invitation,  and  renewed  regrets  at  my 
inability  to  accept,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

S.  V.  Carter, 
Commodore  U.  S.  N. 
I. ate  Brevet  Major-  Getieral  U.  S.  Vols. 


Commandant's  Office,  \ 

Navy  Yard,  ^ 

Norfolk,  Va.,  October  29,  1S79.    ) 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
polite  invitation  to  attend  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  regret  to  inform  you  that  my  official  duties  will 
prevent  me  from  being  present  upon  this  special  occasion. 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  K.  Hughes, 
Commodore  U.  S.  N. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong  and  others. 
Committee  of  Invitation. 


Chicago,  III.,  November  6,  1S79. 
Hon.  W.  E.  Strong, 

Chairma7i  of  Committee  on  Inxntations,  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
I  regret  that  the  duties  of  my  office  will  deprive  me  of  the  pleasure  of  uni- 
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ting  with  the  distinguished  body  jou  represent,  in  the  reception  to  be  given 
to  our  General  Grant. 

Very  sincerely, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 

Commodore,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 


Washington,  D.  C,  November  7,  1S79. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman,  Palmer  House: 
I  regret  that  public  duties  will  not  permit  my   accepting  your  invitation  to 
the  reunion  of  the  Arm^-  of  the  Tennessee. 

All  honors  to  it  and  to  its  distinguished  members. 

James  Gilfillan. 


Chicago,  III.,  October  25,  1879. 
Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very 
kind    invitation   for  the    I2th  and   13th  of  November  next,  and  to  express  my 
regret  that  circumstances  prevent  my  acceptance. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  C.  Spencer, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 
Committee  of  Invitations,  Society  of  Army  of  Tennessee. 


War  Department, 
Surgeon-General's  Office, 
Washington,  October  :27,  1S79. 
General  W.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Invitations,  Society  Army  of  the  Teytnessee; 

General: — Acknowledging  the  courtesy  of  your  invitation    to  be   present 

at  tlie  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

I  most  sincerely  regret  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  avail  myself  of  your 

kindness.     Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  Barnes, 
Surgeoti- General,  U.  S.  A. 


New  York,  October  28,  1879. 

Gentleme.n: — I  have  received  your  inost  kind  invitation  to  attend  the 
reunion  of  the  Arm}-  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  your  city  November  12th 
and  13th,  and  regret  exceedingly  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  attend. 

Nothing  would  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  meet  again  my  old-time 
friends,   and   especially  to  do  honor   to  our  great  soldier,  General  Grant,  but 


Proceedings  of  the  Society 


business  and  family  matters  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  leave  home  now. 
Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Perkins. 
To  General  Strong  and  others, 

Committee. 


New  York,  November  S,  1879. 
Dear  Sir: — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  invitation  to  the  meeting  of  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  very  much  regret  that  imperative  engage- 
ments here  will  compel  me  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  accepting  it. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Horace  Porter. 
General  W.  E,  Strong, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Invitation,  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Palmer  House,  Chicago. 


CHtCAGO,  November  6,  1879. 

General  W.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman: 
My  De.\r  Sir: — I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  accept  the   invitation   with 
which  I  am  honored,  for  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Arm_\'  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  T.  Lincoln. 


Racine,  Wi.s.  October  27,  1879. 
Messrs.  General  Wm.   E.  [Strong,  Chairman,  General  A.  C.  Ducat 
and  others, 

Committee  of  Invitations,  Palmer  House,  Chicago,  HI.: 
Gentlemen: — With  great  pleasure  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  ^'our  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  with  deep  regret  I  am  forced  to  inform  you 
I  am  unable  to  accept  it.  The  occasion  will  be  a  joyous  one,  worthy  the  loyal 
citizen  and  veteran  soldier  "rendering  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due  " 

God  bless  the  patriot  soldier  and  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  whose  everv 
act  during  the  rebellion  was  the  nation's  heart-throb  of  existence. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Henry  T.  Fullrr. 


Lansing,  Mich.,  N'ovember  12,  1879. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong: 

I  should  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  join  with  you  in  heartily  welcoming  back 
to  his  native  land,  the  distinguished  patriot  and  soldier,  our  honored  General 


I 
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Grant,  but  official  engagements  make   it   impracticable   for  me  to  attend  the 
reception. 

Charles  M.  Crosswell. 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  November  7,  1879. 
My  Dear  Sir: — It  aftbrds  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
an  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  the   Army  of  the   Tennessee,   at 
Chicago,  on  the  12th  and  13th  instant. 

I  regret  exceedingly  my  duty  will  not  allow  me  to  accept.     Respectfully, 
■    Your  obedient  servant, 

George  H.  Cooper, 

Commodore  U.  S.  JV. 
To  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Invitations,  Palmer  House,  Chicago,  III. 


Navy  Yard,  New  York,  October  28,  1879. 
Commodore  Nicholson  regrets  that  official  business  will  prevent  his  accept- 
ing the  invitation  of  ''The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  to  be 
present  at  their  reunion  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  November  next,  to  meet 
General  U.  S.  Grant,  who  was  the  first  commander  of  that  arm}-,  and  after- 
ward the  great  commander  of  all  the  Union  armies  of  the  country. 

To  Gen.  Wm.  E.  Strong,  Chairman,  Capt.  B,  F.  Monroe  and  others. 
Committee  of  Invitations. 


Washington  City,  October  27,  1879. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Invitations,  Society  Army  of  the  Ten?iessec, 
Palmer  House,  Chicago,  III.  : 
Gentlemen: — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  cordial  invitation  to 
be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Ariny  of  the  Tennessee,  at  its 
thirteenth  annual  reunion  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  November  next,  on  which 
occasion  it  will  welcome  the  first  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Geoeral  U.  S.  Grant. 

It  is  a  source  of  sincere  regret  to  me  that  it  is  entirely  out  of  iwy  power  to 
be  present  at  this  doubly  interesting  reunion. 

Begging  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  courteous  invitation,  I  am,  with 
great  respect 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUxMPHreys, 
Major-General  Vohmteers. 
Brigadier -General  U.   S.  A. 
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Chicago,  Ills.,  November  4,  1879. 
General  W.  E.  Strong, 

CItairman  Cotmnittee  of  Ifizntations  Society  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee: 
Dear   Sir: — Since  my  acceptance  of  the  polite  invitation  of  your  commit- 
tee to  attend  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  the  state  of  my  health  has  been  such  as  to  render  it  quite  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  be  present  on  tliat  occasion. 

Regretting  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  avail  myself  of  your  courtesy,  I  remain, 
very  respectfully, 

Ycfur  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Myers. 
Brevet  Br io-adier- General  U.  S.  A. 


Navy  Depart.ment,  .' 

Washington,  November  6,  1S79.   ) 
Wm.  E.  Strong,  Esq^, 

Chairman^  etc. : 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  postal, 
requesting  me  to  notify  you  at  which  hotel  in  Chicago  I  can  be  found. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  I  took  cold  in  a  sudden  change  of  the  weather, 
and  am  now  suffering  from  an  attack  of  inflammation  of  the  throat  which  com- 
pels me  to  remain  quiet. 

I  regret  yevy  much  that  I  am  unable  to  be  present  to  join  in  jour  reunion 
and  to  do  honor  to  General  Grant.  I  also  regret  that  I  am  deprived  of  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  the  great  city  of  the  West.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very 
respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Vr'ce  Admiral. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Octobers?,  1S79. 
General: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  polite 
invitation  of  the  22d  inst.,  to  be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  November 
next,  to  welcome  and  receive  its  distinguihed  member,  the  first  commander 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  General  U.  S.  Grant. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  compliments  to  the  committee  of  which  you  are 
chairman,  for  the  invitation  extended,  and  ;iIso  my  regrets  that  other  engage- 
ments will  preclude  the  possibility  of  permitting  me  to  participate  in  the 
festivities  proposed  to  the  first  and  great  commander  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.      With  assurance  of  great  respect,  I  am, 

Truly  yours, 

R.  L.  Law, 
Com  modorc  U.   S.  Navy. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

C/iairtnan  Committee  of  Invitation,  Palmer  House,  Chicago,  III. 
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Treasury  Department.  \ 

Office  of  the  Light-House  Board,    > 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  37,  1879. ) 

Gentlemen: — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  invitation  ot"  the  22nd 
instant. 

I  regret  to  inform  3'ou  in  replv,  that   previous  and  important  engagements 
will  prevent  me  from  welcoming  and  receiving  with  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  its   distinguished  member.  General  Grant,  on  the   12th  and 
13th  of  November.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Dewev, 
Commodore  U.  S.  N . 
To  General  W.  E.  Strong,  U.  S.  A., 

Chairman,  and  the  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Invitations. 


No.  2124  Spruce  Street,         \ 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  1,  1879.   f 

General  VVm.  E.  Strong  and  others. 

Committee  of  Invitations,  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Chicago,  III.: 

Gentlemen: — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  very  polite  card,  inviting  me  to  be 
present  upon  the  occasion  of  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  your  Society, 
where  it  is  proposed  to  welcome  and  receive  the  distinguished  patriot  and 
soldier.  General  U.  S.  Grant. 

I  regret  that  my  engagements  will  not  admit  of  my  being  present  on  that 
occasion,  therefore  I  shall  be  obliged  to  forego  the  great  pleasure  it  would 
have  afforded  me  to  have  joined  the  members  of  your  Society  in  welcoming 
their  honored  guest,  the  first  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Your  Society  will  doubtless  have  a  joyous  reunion,  productive  of  much 
good,  as  it  serves  to  keep  bright  and  to  foster  a  love  of  country,  and  to  aid  in 
the  perpetuity  of  our  "  Union." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect. 
Yours   faithfully, 

J.    A.    M.    MULLANY, 

Rear  Admiral  U.  S.  Navy. 


Judges'  Chambers,  United  .States  Courts,    \ 

Eastern  District  of  Michigan,         j- 

Detroit,  October  27,  1879.    ) 

Gentlemen: — I  regret  that  my  engagements  are  such  as  to  preclude  my 
acceptance  of  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  the  reception  of  its  distinguished  com- 
mander. 

There  will  be   a  jury  in   attendance   upon   my  court  at  that  time,   and   my 
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absence    would  entail  an   expense   upon   the    Government  which   I  t'eel  that  I 
have  no  right  to  incur  simply  for  my  own  gratification. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  courtesy,  and  believe  me,  very  respectfully, 
Yoin-  obedient  servant, 

Henry  B.  Bro\vn. 
Committee  on  Invitations,  Palmer  House. 


Daytox,  O.,  October  25,  1S79. 
Gentlemen: — Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  houor  you  have  done  me  in 
extending  to  me  an  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  your  Society  on 
the  1 2th  and  13th  of  next  month. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  my  age  and  infirmities  render  it  impossible  for  me 
to  accept  \our  invitation. 

With    many    thanks   for    the  compliment    you    have    paid   me,    I    am,    very 
respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  F.  Schenck, 
Rear  Admiral  U.  S.  JVavy. 


Philadelphia,  Pa..  November  5,  1879. 
To  General  Wm.  E.  Strong,  Chairman,  General  A.  C.  Ducat,  Major 
S.  E.  Barrett  and  others, 

Committee  of  Invitations,  Palmer  House,  Chicag-o,  Ills.: 
Gentleivien: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind 
invitation  to  be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reimion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  at  Chicago  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  very  much  regret  to  say  that  my  official  duties  here,  at  this  time,  are 
such  as  will  prevent  my  being  present  on  the  auspicious  occasion. 

With  many  kind  wishes  for  the  health  and  enjoyment  of  your  distinguished 
member.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  and  wishing  you  much  pleasure  on  that 
occasion,  also  thanking  you  for  your  kind  remembrance  of  me.  I  remain. 
gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.    H.     RUCKER, 

Brevet  Major- General  U.  S.  A. 


Depot  Quartermaster's  Office,*    \ 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  27,  1879.   f 

Dear  General: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the 
receipt  of  the  invitation  of  your  committee  to  attend  the  reunion  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  on  the  12th  and  13th  instant. 

I  sincerely  regret  that  I  cannot  be  present  to  aid  in  doing  honor  to  your  first 
great  commander,  on  account  of  important  duties  which  have  been  imposed 
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upon  me  in  connection  with  the  unveiling  ceremonies  of  the  Tliomas  Statue. 
Most  iieartilj  wishing  jou  the  grandest  success,  and  with  thanks  for  your 
courtesy',  I  am, 

Very  cordially  yours, 

A.  F.  Rockwell. 
To  General  VVm.  E.  Strong, 
Chairina7i. 


124  Hicks  Street,  Brooklyn*,  October  29.  1S79. 
Commodore  Creighton  presents  his  compliments  and  regrets  that  he  will  be 
prevented  from  accepting  you<c  cordial  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  reception 
of  its   distinguished  member,  General   Grant,  by  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee. 
To  General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Of  the  Committee  of  Invitations. 


Territory  of  Arizona,  \ 

Executive  Department,  [- 

Prescott,  N'ov ember  2,  1879.      ) 

To  General  Wm.  E.  Stronc;  and  others. 

Committee  of  Invitations,  Chicago^  It!.: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  honor  of  your  invitation  of  the 
22d  of  last  month,  which  reached  me  to-day,  by  way  of  Tucson. 

Your  welcome  to  your  distinguished  commander  will  be  an  event  memor- 
able in  the  annals  of  your  Society  and  of  your  great  city,  and  I  should  be 
happy  to  share  in  it.  The  generous  recognition  of  patriotic  service  which  is 
evidenced  in  these  magnificent  welcomes,  is  equal  evidence  of  the  attachment 
of  the  American  people  to  their  countiy.  The  people  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century  are  not  limited  by  any  special  form  of  government  in  the  expression 
of  their  gratitude.  They  are  governments  to  themselves,  and  are  as  dear  in 
recognizing  as  they  are  prompt  in  rewarding  great  services. 

I  should  have  been  glad  to  join  you  on  an  occasion  so  full  of  interest  and 
good  feeling,  but  my  duties  here  just  now  will  not  permit  me  to  do  so.  Con- 
tenting myself,  therefore,  with  this  expression  of  regard  for  your  guest  and 
yourselves,  I  am,  gentlemen. 

Truly  yours, 

J.  C.  Fremont. 


Executive  Department,     ) 
Idaho  Territory,  [- 

Boise  City,  November  3,  1S79. ) 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

CJtairman.  etc.,  Chicago,  III. 

Sir: — I  have  the   honor  to  acknowledge   the  receipt  of  your  official   card, 
inviting  me  to  unite  with  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  in  receiv- 


394  Proceedings  of  the  Society 

ing  its  distinguished   member,  General   U.   S.  Grant,  first  commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  the  12th  and  13  days  of  this  month. 

Please  be  assured  that  the  people  of  Idaho  fully  appreciate  the  value  which 
our  own  country  and  the  world  have  placed  upon  the  services  of  your  distin- 
guished guest,  and  would  gladly  be  represented  on  this  occasion. 

To  me,  personally,  a  soldier  of  Illinois,  who  bore  a  oart  in  the  organization 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  who  shared  the  marches,  battles  and  victories 
which  brought  the  great  qualities  of  its  commander  into  action,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  fame,  it  would  aftbrd  heartfelt  pleasure  to  be  with  you,  but, 
I  cannot. 

I   know  the  noble  and   patriotic  spirit   of  the   people  of  Chicago,  and  the 
generous  impulses  that  move  the  volunteer  soldiers  of  Illinois.     Quickened  by 
inspiring  memories,  they  will  give  their  old  chief  a  welcome  worthy  of  him 
and  of  them.     In  heart,  with  all  my  heart,  I  am  with  you,  very  respectfullj', 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Brayman, 
Governor  of  Idaho. 


U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  ] 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  October  27,  1S70.  \ 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  Thirteenth  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  Chicago,  Ills. : 
Gentlemen: — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind  invitation  of 
the  22nd  instant,  to  be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  which  it  will  welcome  its  first  commander, 
General  U.  S.  Grant,  and  regret  that  my  duties  will  not  permit  me  to  be  with 
you  on  that  occasion.  Nothing,  however,  would  give  me  more  pleasure  than 
to  take  part  in  the  grand  reception  that  doubtless  awaits  the  great  soldier, 
whose  genius  for  war,  first  illustrated  in  command  of  the  Army  your  Society 
represents,  expanded  as  the  conflict  went  on,  until  his  name  and  deeds  over- 
shadowed those  of  all  others  who  went  into  the  field  in  defense  of  the  Union, 
when  its  integrity  was  assailed  and  the  flag  of  our  fathers  suff'ered  temporary 
eclipse  at  the  hands  of  a  ruthless  rebellion.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 
very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  Belknap, 
Captain  U.  S.  Navy. 


Treasury  Department,       \ 
Washington,   November  1,  1879.  ) 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  card  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  inviting  me  to  attend  its  thirteenth 
annual  reunion  in  Chicago,  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  November,  to  welcome 
its  most  distinguished  member  and  first  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, General  Grant. 
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It  would  give  me  very  great  pleasure,  indeed,  to  join  with  jou  on  that  occa- 
sion in  appropiate  honors  to  the  great  soldier  who  contributed  more  than  any 
other  to  the  success  of  our  military  operations  during  the  rebellion,  and  who 
has  since  served  his  countrymen  for  eight  years  witli  honor  and  credit  in  the 
highest  civil  office  of  the  United  States.  No  honor  consistent  with  the  princi- 
ples of  our  Government  can  be  conferred  upon  him  that  is  above  his  merit, 
and  no  praise  can  be  too  great.  To  preserve  in  honorable  remembrance  the 
recollections  of  the  war,  its  glories  and  its  sacrifices,  is  a  pleasing  duty  in 
which  I  would  gladly  unite  with  you,  but  my  official  duties  here  at  the  time 
you  name,  in  preparation  for  Congress,  will  not  permit  me  to  be  absent,  but  I 
assure  you  of  my  hearty  wishes  that  this  meeting  of  patriotic  comrades  will 
be  a  happ\'  and  jovous  one.     I  am. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  Sherman. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

CJiairma?i  Committee.  Chicago,  III. 


Navy  Department,  ) 

Office  of  Chief  Signal  Officer,  [- 

Washington,  October  S8,  1879.      ) 

Gentlemen: — I  regret  exceedingly  that  my  official  duties  will  prevent  me 
from  accepting  your  kind  invitation  from  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  at  their  reunion  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  on  the  I2th  and  13th  of 
November  next,  to  receive  one  so  distinguished  as  Ex-President  Grant.  Believe 
me  to  be, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

C.  H.  Wells, 
Captain  a?ui  Chief  Signal  Officer,  U.  S.  N. 
To  the  Committee  of  Invitations,  Chicago,  III. 


HEADqUARTERS   MILITARY   DIVISION  OF  THE    MISSOURI,    \ 

Office  of  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence,         j- 
Chicago,  III.,  October  28,  1879.  ) 

Dear  Sir: — I  regret  greatly  that  I  am  unable  to  accept  your   ver^-   kind 
invitation  for  12th  and  13th  proximo. 

I  am  under  orders  for  duty  in  San  Francisco,  and   will   leave  here  on    loth 
November,  1879. 

Please  accept  my  cordial  thanks. 

Were  it  possible,  I  would  gladly  join  your  Society  in  paying  my  respects  to 
one  of  the  foremost  and  honored  men  of  our  country. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.   L.   KiLBURN, 

Col.  A.  C.  G.  S.(&  Cf.  C.  S.  M.  D.  M. 
Committee  of  Invitations,  Palmer  House,  City. 
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Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,       \_ 
Superintendent's  Office,  October  21^  1S79.   \ 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman: 

My  Dear  Sir. — I  regret  very  much  my  inability  to  be  present  at  your 
thirteenth  reunion,  and  assist  in  doing  lionor  to  General  Grant,  tlie  first  com- 
mander of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  There  was  another  commander  of 
that  Armv,  whose  memory  is  very  dear  to  me,  and  I  have  no  doubt  is  also 
to  all  of  us  who  served  with  him.  I  mean  General  J.  B.  McPherson,  whose 
name  and  memory  will  doubtless  receive  many  a  tribute  from  those  who  had 
the  honor  of  serving  under  him,  or  the  pleasure  of  his  genial  acquaintance.  I 
trust  you  will  have  a  very  pleasant  time  indeed. 

The  cards  of  invitation  are  the  most  beautiful  I  have  ever  seen,  and  mine 
will  be  .retained   as  a  sjrateful  souvenir  of  vour  kindness  in  honoring  me  with 

an  invitation. 

Very  respectfuUv  and  truly  yours, 

Wm.  B.  Somerville. 
My  kind  regards  to  General  Whipple. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  JVovciiihrr  4,  1879. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman,  etc.: 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  polite 
invitation  to  be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Armv  of  thfe  Tennessee,  at  the  Palmer  House,  Chicago,  on  the  12th  and  13th 
instant. 

I  sincerelj^  thank  the  Committee  of  Invitations  for  this  mark  of  courtesy  and 
consideration,  and  would  attend  with  great  pleasure,  were  it  practicable.  I 
therefore,  with    regret,   have  to   respectfully    decline.       With   sentiments   of 

respect,  I  am. 

Your  obedient  ser\-ant, 

John  J.  Almy, 
Rear  Admiral,   U.  S.  Navy. 


Winchester.  Va.,  October  25,  1S70. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Invitations,  Palmer  House,  Chicago.  III.: 

Commodore  Hopkins  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  invitation  to  the 
"thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  and  most  pro- 
foundly regrets  his  inability  to  be  present. 

65  West  Forty-Fifth  Street,  October  28,  1879. 
Rear  Admiral  Trenchard  thanks  the  committee  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  for  their  polite  invitation,   and   regrets  that  he  cannot  be 
present  on  so  interesting  an  occasion. 
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U.  S.  Naval  Station,  \_ 

Pout  Royal,  S.  C,  October  2S,  IS?:).   \ 

Gentlemen: — I  regret  my  inability  to  accept  your  polite  invitation  to 
attend  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  reception  of  General  Grant,  its  lirst  distinguished  commander. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Pattl.on, 
Co/iimodorc  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding  A^aval  Station. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

( 'oinmittce. 


New  York,  560  Fifth  Ave.,  November  1,  1S79. 
Committee  of  Arrangements  Society  of  Arm  v  of  Tennessee: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  \'our  kind  invi- 
tation to  be  present  at  the  thirteenth  rciuiion  of  youi-  Society,  on  the  r2th  atid 
13th  of  November. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  present,  as  I  expect  at  that 
time  to  be  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.      With  high  respect,  gentlemen. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Ciias.  H.  Baldwin, 
Commodore  U.   S.  A^avy. 


Command.\nt's  Office         \ 

U.  S.  Naval  Station,  [- 

New  London,  Noveinber  5,  ISID.  ) 

Commodore  E.   Simpson,  U.    S.    Navy,  regrets  that  he  will  not  be  able  to 
attend  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the   12th 
and  13th  insts. 
Committee  of  Invitations,    Society  Army  of  tJie  Tennessee,   Palmer  House, 

Chicago,  III. 


Bureau  of  Navigation,  Navy  Department,   } 
Washington,  October  37,  1879.  \ 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  committee's  invi- 
tation to  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  but  absence  from  the  cit\-  at  that  time  \yill  prevent  my  being  pres- 
ent at  the  reunion. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.M.  D.  Whiting, 

W.  S.  iV.,  C /lief  Bureau. 


U.  S.  Naval  Asylum,  / 

Philadelphia,  October  31,  1S79.    S 

Gentlemen: — I   have   the   honor   to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  invi- 
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tation  to  be  present  in  Chicago  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

I  beg  to  express  to  the  committee  my  appreciation  of  the  honor  conferred, 
and  mj  great  regret  that  official  duties  will  prevent  my  attendance.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be, 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

D.  McN.  Fairfax, 

Commodore  U.  S.  N. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chair  mail  of  Committee  Society  Army  of  the  Te?iiiessee,  Chicago,  III. 


War  Department,  ) 

Judge  Advocate-General's  Office,    [- 
Washington,  November  G,  1S79.      ) 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

Chair wafi,  etc.,  Chicago: 
Dear  Sir: — I  regret  that  I  can  not  accept  the  invitation  of  your  committee 
to  attend  the  thirteenth   annual   reunion  of  the   S6ciety  of  the  Armv  of  the 
Tennessee. 

Respectfully-,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  M.  Dunn. 


HEADqi^ARTERS  OF  THE   ArMY,  ) 

Inspector-General's  Office,  > 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  29,  1S79.      \ 

Committee  of  Invitations,  Society  of  Army  of  the  Tetities.<!ee : 

Gentlemen: — I  regret  exceedingly  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  your  Society  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  Movcmber,  accord- 
ing to  your  invitation  just  received.     I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Very  truly  yours, 

R.  B.  Marcy, 
Inspector-  General. 


Commandant's  Office,  ) 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  \ 

League  Island,  Pa.,  October  27,  1879.    ) 

(tENTlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  invita- 
tion to  be  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  at  Chicago,  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  Novem- 
ber next,  but  regret  to  say  that  I  will  be  unable  to  attend.  I  am,  gentlemen, 
very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Peirce  Crosby, 
Commodore  U.  S.  IVaiy. 
To  General   W.   E.   Strong,  Gen.   A.  C.  Ducat,  Maj.  S.  E.  Barrett 
and  others. 
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Edgehill,  Princeton,  N.  J.,  October  26,  1879. 
Gentlemen: — I  am  in  receipt  of  jour  polite  invitation  to  be  present  vvitii 
the  "Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  in  Cliicago,  on  the  12th  and  13th 
of  next  month,  to  receive  and  welcome  General  Grant  on  his  return  from  for- 
eign travel. 

It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  to  be  with  you  upon  this  occasion,  but  mv 
regrets  must  go  instead. 

History  has  made  us  all  acquainted  with  our  distinguished  countryman 
whom  you  \vill  honor  on  this  occasion,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  know  from 
his  late  travels  that  he  is  appreciated  abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 
Rear  Admiral  U.  S.  Navy. 
To  General  Wm.  E.  Strong  and  others, 

Coiiiposiiig  tlie  Committee  of  Invitation. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,         \ 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  21,  1879.  f 

Messrs: — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  this  morning,  your  invitation  to 
be  present  at  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Armj'  of  the  Tennessee,  to 
be  held  in  Chicago  on  the  12th  and  13th  proximo. 

It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  to  meet  the  members  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  and  its  distinguished  first  commander.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  but  my  engagements  are  such  that  the  time  which  would 
be  required  will  not  be  at  iny  disposal.  Highly  appreciating  the  compliment 
of  the  invitation.  I  am. 

Very  respectfullv  and  truly  ^'ours, 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Briff.  and  Bvt,  Major -General. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong  and  others. 

Committee  of  Invitations,  Chicago,  III. 


Navy  Yard,  ) 

Boston,  Mass,  October  26,  1879.   f 

General    Wm.   E.    Strong,    Chairman;   General    A.   C.    Ducat,    and 

OTHERS, 

Committee,  Chicago,  III.: 
Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cordial 
invitation   for   the  12th  and  13th  of  November  next,  to  be  present  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  welcome  and   reception  of  its  illustrious  first  commander  by  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

I  verv  much  regret  that  circumstances  will  not  permit  me  to  avail  of  this 
privilege,  in  which  I  am  most  gratefully  sensible  of  being  highly  honored. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Ransom, 
Commodore  U.  S,  Navy. 
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Washington,  D.  C.  October  27,  1S79. 
Gknit.kmk.n: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  \our  very 
compHmentarj  remembrance,  and  would  take  great  pleasure  in  assisting  3'ou 
to  welcome  your  distinguished  guest  and  companion-in-arms,  General  U.  S 
Grant. 

Owing,   however,  to   urgent   business    in  this  vicinity,  about    the  middle  of 
November,,  it  grieves  me  to  say  I  will  not  be  able  to  meet  the  heroic  members 
of  your  noble  army.     Wishing  you  a  pleasant  reunion,  I  am,  very  respecttliUj, 
Your  obedient  servant. 

Earl  English, 
Connn.  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 
Genkral  Wm.  E.  Strong  and  ISIe.mijers  of  the  Co.mmittee. 


Naval  Observatory,  \ 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  SO,  1S79.   ^ 

Gentlemen: — While  regretting  extremely  that  official  duties  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  accept  the  kind  invitation  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  to  welcome  and  receive  its  distinguished  guest,  General  U.  S. 
Grant.  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  earnest  thanks  to  the  .Society  for  the  honor  it 
has  done  me. 

Be  sure  that  my  best  wishes  will  attend  the  Society,  not  only  on  this  dis- 
tinguished occasion,  but  on  every  other  one.  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very 
respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 


I?ear  Adiniral  U.  S.  Navy. 


To  General  Wm.  E.  Strong. 


State  of  New  Jersey.         \ 

Executive  Department,       |- 

Trenton,  October  SI,  1870.  ) 

General  W.m.  E.  Strong, 
Chair  iJiaji: 
Dear  Sir: — Governor  McClellan  desires  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  very  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago  on  the  12th  and  13th  of 
November  next,  and  to  say  in  reply  that  he  regrets  his  inability  to  accept, 
owing  to  recent  attack  of  illness,  Avhich  has  caused  his  absence  from  the  Capi- 
tol, and  that  matters  of  an  official  character  will  require  his  attention  at  the 
time  as  indicated. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  A.  Hall, 
Private  Secretary. 
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Adjutant-General's  Office,       t 
Washington,  October  27,  1S79.  ) 

Generals  Wm.  E.  Strong,  A.  C.  Ducat  and  others: 

Gentlemen: — I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  your  kind  invitation  to 
attend  the  tliirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  engagements  elsewhere  will  prevent  my  being 
present  with  you  on  that  occasion. 

Thanking  \ou  for  the  invitation,  I  am,  gentlemen, 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  jours, 

R.  E.  Drum. 


Washington,  D.  C,  October  30,  1S79. 
To  General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 
Chairman: 
Rear  Admiral  Ammen  begs  to  return  his  thanks  for  the  kind  invitation  to 
the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Armj*  of  the   Tennessee,   at  Chicago,  on 
the    1 2th  and  13th  of  Noveinber,  and  regrets  that  circumstances  deny  him  the 
pleasiu'e  of  attending. 


Cincinnati,  October  30,  1S79. 
General  W.  E.  Strong  and  others. 
Committee  of  Invitations : 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  to  express  my  regrets  that  professional  engagements 
will  prevent  my  acceptance  of  your  polite  invitation  to  attend  the  thirteenth 
annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

The  warm  feeling  of  comradeship  which  grew  strong  between  our  Army  of 
the  Ohio  and  yours,  during  the  campaigns  of  1S64  and    1S65,  would   strongly 
draw  me  to  this  assembly  if  circimistances  permitted.     Very  respectfuU  v, 
Yom-  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Cox. 


GiLSEY  House,  } 

Ne\v  York,  November  0,  1S79.  f 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong, 
Chairman,  etc.: 

Mv  Dear  General: — At  the  last  moment  I  find  myself  unable  to  attend 
>'Our  reunion  of  the  12th  and  13th  inst.,  and  therefore  send  my  regrets. 

I  hope  you  will  all  have  a  glorious  time.  Would  I  could  be  with  30U  to 
join  ill  doing  hon(jr  to  your  old  commander,  the  noblest  representative  of 
republican  institutions  and  ideas  the  world  has  ever  produced.  God  bless  you, 
one  and  all. 

Truly  your  friend, 

Alex.  R.  Shepherd. 


402  Proceedings  of  the  Society 

Chicago,  November  10, 1879. 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong: 

My  Dear  General: — I  am  just  home  from  the  Pacific  Coast,  where  I 
went  in  search  of  health,  and  find  jour  kind  invitation  for  the  12th  and  13th 
instant,  and  I  hasten  to  express  mj  great  regrets  that  I  shall  not  be  able,  on 
account  of  mv  health,  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  meet  General 
Grant  and  your  associates. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  R.  Jones. 


Philadelphia,  October  27,  1S79. 
Mr.  Thomas    A.    Scott   regrets   that   other  engagements    will   prevent    his 
accepting  the  kind  invitation  to  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  on  the  12th  and  i  :;th  of  November  next. 


The  Times.  ^ 

Philadelphia,  October  27,  1879.   S 
General  Wm.  E.  Strong: 

Dear  Sir: — I  thank  you  for  the  kind  invitation  to  meet  with  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  at  its  coming  aimual  gathering,  but  find  it  impossible  to  do  so. 
It  is  an  occasion  that  should  aftbi^d  pleasure  to  every   patriot  and    I  regret 
that  I  must  denv  mvself  the  trratification  of  joining  vou. 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  K.  McCluue. 

The  Recording  vSecretary  presented  his  annual  report,  contorm- 
ing  to  the  by-laws,  and  read  same. 

REPORT  OF  RECORDING  SECRETARY. 

Cincinnati,  jVovcmbrr  S,  1879. 
General  \V.  T.  SHERM.^N, 
Presidetit : 
Dear  Sir: — Conforming  to  the  rules  of  the  association.  I  herein  report  the 
cash   receipts  by  this  office  since  iwy  last  annual  report  and  up  to  the  time  of 
making  this  report,  to  be,  from  all  sources,  as  follows: 

From  Members  as  Membership  Fees      -         -         -  -^'294.00 

From  Members  as  Membership  Dues      -         -         -  516.50 

From  Members  for  Certificates       -         -         -         -  40.00 
From  General  Hickenlooper  for  sales 

of  Consolidated  Reports     -----  -4- 50 


Total  receipts :i;875.oo 

I   will   further  state   that  the  above  sum  has  been  duly  transferred  to  the 

Treasurer  of  the  Society  and  his  receipts  are  now  filed  in  this  office.     I  request 

the  same  be  audited. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  M.  Dayton, 

r    Recording  Secretary. 
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On  motion  of  Captain  Everest, 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  Recording  Secretary  be  received 
and  accepted. 

Note. — Below  I  give,  for  information  of  members,  the  names 
of  members  and  amounts  of  money  paid  by  them,  with  dates, 
inchisive  October  31st,  1879,  and  January  ist,  18S0. 

187S.  1S7S. 

Oct.  31    Colonel  J.  C.  Stone, 

Colonel  E.  W.  Rice, 

Colonel  J.  C.  Parrott, 

Colonel  ii.  Wilson, 

Capt.  E.  C.  Lanstrnm, 

Major  A.  A.  Perkins, 

Capt.  J.  G.  Everest, 

Surg.  S.  C.  Plummer, 

Gen.  D.  H.  Brush, 

Lieut.  S.  T.  Brush, 

Col.  J.  K.  Scott, 

Gen.  J.  R.  Slack, 

Maj.  R.  S.  LaMotte, 

Surg.  W.  R.  Thrall, 

Lieut. -Col.  C.  Cadle, 

Capt.  J.  C.  Ramsey, 

Capt.  W.  S.  Burns, 

Capt.  W.  B.  Keeler. 

Capt.  J.  O.  Pullen, 

Maj.  R.  M.  Thompson, 

Col.  L.  VonBlessing, 

Col.  D.  Weber, 

Capt.  A.  S.  Skilton, 

Gen.  W.  E.  Strong, 

l:o1.  W.  S.  Oliver, 

Capt.  C.  Riebsame, 

Capt.  E.  E.  Nutt. 

Col.  H.  T.  Noble, 

Capt.  M.  A.  Iligley, 

Capt.  T.  n.  Griffin, 

Capt.  M.  Ravold, 

Maj.  E.  S.  Johnson, 

Capt.  W.  H.  Barlow, 

Capt.  G.  A.  Henry, 

Lieut.  W.  .S.  Scribner, 

Col.  T.  Reynolds, 

Gen.  R.  Macfeely, 

Lieut.  IVL  Beem, 


^i.oo    Oct 

31    Col.  W.  S.  Barnum, 

1. 00 

2.00 

Capt.  Jas.  Killbourne, 

20.00 

2.00 

Col.  Theo.  Jones, 

5. GO 

6.00 

Capt.  J.  \).  McFarland 

2.00 

2.00 

Maj.  R.  Root,        , 

6.50 

1. 00 

Maj.  J.  W.  Barnes, 

6.00 

1. 00 

Col.  Jas.  Tullis, 

I.OG 

2.00 

Lt.  H.  C.  McArthur, 

2.00 

I. GO 

Lieut.  W.  C.  Clark, 

I. GO 

I. GO 

Maj.  G.  R.  Steele, 

2.00 

S.oo 

Surg.  A.  E.  Heighwaj 

1. 00 

3.OG 

Gen.  L.  F.  Ross, 

18.00 

[3.00 

Capt.  C.  H.  Warrous, 

1 2. GO 

I. GO 

Capt.  W.  A.  McLean, 

3.00 

2. GO 

Col.  J.  M.  Loomis, 

1. 00 

3. GO 

Gen.  W.  H.  Baldsvin, 

1. 00 

3.00 

Col.  Jno.  Tilson, 

2.00 

7. GO 

Capt    W.  S.  Marshall, 

20.00 

3.00 

Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

1. 00 

2. GO 

Lt.-Col.  W.  P.  Davis, 

20.00 

3.OG 

Surg.  W.  T.  Cadj, 

2. GO 

I. GO 

Capt.  F.  W.  Pelton, 

3S-CO 

1. 00 

Col.  Wm.  Avery, 

3.00 

1. 00 

Capt.  W.  S.  Williams, 

I. GO 

2.00 

Maj.  C.  A.  Earnest, 

I  S.OO 

3.00 

Capt.  J.  Nish, 

3.00 

I  2. GO 

Gen.  J.  A.   Williamson 

,    2.00 

I.OG 

Capt.  A.  S.  Stewart, 

3.GO 

I. GO 

Maj.  J.  xV.  Fitch, 

1. 00 

3.00 

Col.  W.  F.  Vilas, 

1. 00 

5.GG 

W.  A.  Wainwright, 

20.00 

I.OG 

Capt.  W.  H.  Stewart, 

I.OG 

3.00 

Col.  P.  Pease. 

20.00 

I.OG 

Capt.  E.  L.  Girdner, 

20.00 

2.00 

Capt.  J.  B.  Raymond, 

I.OG 

I. GO 

Capt.  C.  F.  Emery, 

2.00 

1. 00 

Maj.  J.  B.  Bell, 

20. OG 

2. GO 

Capt.  I.  P.  Smith, 

1. 00 

404 


Proceedings  of  the  Society 


1878. 

Oct.  31    Gen.  J.  W.  Fuller, 
Col.  E.  H.  Murray. 
Gen.  B.  Spooner, 
Capt.  T.  S.  Pennington 
Isaac  Raff, 
Gen.  C.  C.  Walcutt, 
Col.  R.  Williams, 
Maj.  J.  E.  Simpson, 
Lieut.  H.  O.  Adams, 
Capt.  Wm.  McCrorj', 
Maj.  N.  H.  Calkins, 
Col.  O.  M.  Poe, 
Maj.  W.  E.  Ware, 
Gen.  J.  C.  Veatch, 
Capt.  J.  T.  Smith, 
Col.  J.  S.  Munson, 
Col.  H.  N.  Eldridge, 
Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson, 
Maj.  Wm.  McK.  Dunn 
Capt.  J.  W.  Rumsey, 
Lt.-Col.  J.  M.  Dresser, 
Lt.-Col.  F.  D.  Grant, 

Nov.    I    S.  E.  Graves, 

Col.  D.  N.  Welch, 
2   Gen.  ].  P.  Hawkins, 
Gen.  A.  Hickenlooper, 
Col.  C.  C.  Carpenter, 
II    Gen.  W.  Q^  Gresham, 
29    Maj.  Sam.  Mahone, 

Dec.  13   Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 
Gen.  H.  H.  Rood, 
29    Col.  J.  C.  Hamilton, 
Gen.  Chas.  Turner, 
Capt.  B.  R.  Sherman, 
Col.  H.  R.  Cowles, 
Surgeon  C.  Goodhrake, 
Gen.  W.  E.  Strong, 

1S79. 

Jan.      2    L.  Keller, 

27  Col.  R.  V.  Ankeny, 

P^cb.   15  Col.  J.  B.  Colton, 

27  Capt.  Ed.  Jonas, 

28  L.  F.  Hubbard, 
Mar.  3   Hugo  Wangelin, 

II   Gen.  M.  WoodhuU, 


IS79. 

3.00 

Mar. 

28  Capt.  R.  Coverdale, 

7.00 

7.00 

Gen.  Willard  Warner, 

2.00 

1. 00 

Sept 

26  Maj.  Geo.  Mason, 

11.00 

,  1. 00 

29  Col.  Wm.  Swarthout, 

5.00 

1.00 

Oct. 

7  Capt.  W.  A.  Ruff, 

10.00 

1. 00 

II  Capt.  F.  Walker, 

5  00 

iS.oo 

Capt.  R.  B.  Frary, 

2.00 

1. 00 

18  Gen.  Dan.  Macaulev, 

10.00 

20.00 

Gen.  E.  F.  Winslow, 

3.00 

3.00 

Col.  G.  A.  Freudenreich,  i.co 

20.00 

22  Gen.  Geo.  P.  Ihrie, 

2.00 

2.00 

23  Maj.  Sam.  B.  Sherer, 

19.00 

2.00 

24  Lieut.  R.  S.  Tuthill. 

2.00 

2.00 

Col.  J.  INL  Loomis. 

1. 00 

2.00 

25  Gen.  Wm.  E.  Strong, 

1. 00 

I. GO 

28  Lieut.  C.  A.  Trick, 

3.00 

3.00 

Col.  C.  C.  Kellogg, 

2.00 

12.00 

30  Col.  W.  L.  Barnum, 

I.co 

2.00 

Lieut.  A.  N.  Reece, 

23  00 

5.00 

Oct. 

31  Lt.-Col.  B.  T.  Wright, 

12.00 

iS.oo 

Capt.  J.  C.  Neely, 

I  00 

1. 00 

Nov 

2  Lieut.  F.  P.  Fisher. 

11.00 

2.00 

3  Gen.  H.  N.  Eldridge, 

I.co 

5.00 

5  Col.  IL  W.Janes, 

2.00 

3.00 

Lieut.  T.  J.  Cochran, 

19.00 

21.00 

6  Maj.  F.  C.  Nicholes, 

2.00 

4.00 

Capt.  J.  L.  Bennett, 

20.00 

1. 00 

Maj.  C.  T.  Wilbur, 

23.00 

1. 00 

Maj.  Geo.  Mason, 

2. CO 

2.00 

7  M.  R.  C.  Crowell, 

5.00 

6.00 

T.  H.  Griffin, 

1. 00 

1. 00 

Col.  C.  J.  Wright, 

2.00 

2.00 

Lieutenant  Jno.  Hayes, 

19.00 

1. 00 

Lieut.  F.  ^L  Taylor, 

6.00 

2.00 

Gen.  Dan.  Macaulev, 

9.00 

1. 00 

Col.  T.  C.  Fletcher," 

2.00 

.3-50 

Capt.  W.  G.  Pittman, 

4.00 

Capt.  \\\  A.  McLean, 

1. 00 

1. 00 

Lieut.  A.  J.  Harding, 

23.00 

2.00 

IVhij.  N.  C.  Kenyon, 

3.00 

1. 00 

Coi.  G.  E.  Welles, 

2.00 

1. 00 

Gen.  A.  H.  Sanders, 

1. 00 

1. 00 

Surg.  C.  Goodbrake, 

1. 00 

10.00 

Maj.  G.  R.  Steele, 

1. 00 

1. 00 

Maj.  0.  C.  Towne, 

2.00 
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1879. 

Nov. 


1879. 


7  Col.  Sam.  T.  Brush, 
S  Col.  Dan'l  H.  Bush, 
Lieut.  Isaac  Rapp, 
Col.  W.J.  Landruni, 
Capt.  G.  A.  Pierce, 
Maj.  Ed.  S.  Johnson, 
Capt.  Martin  Beam, 
Capt.  S.  S.  Tripp, 
Col.  L.  Krughoft", 
Gen.  C.  S.  Hamilton, 
Maj.  J.  M.  Cooke, 

10  Capt.W.  H.  Stewart, 
Lieut.  Jas.  Nish, 
Lieut.  C.  F.  Mattison, 
Surg.  E.  O.  F.  Roler, 
Maj.  W.  L.  B.  Jenney, 
J.  M.  Hamilton, 

Gen.  B.  D.  Fearing, 
Lieut.  S.  1:L  King, 

11  Maj.  J.  B.  Leake, 
Gen.  J.  B.  Potter, 
Col.  Thos.  Reynolds, 
Capt.  A.  Sexton, 
Capt.  W,  S.  Scribner; 
Capt.  L.  L.  Lutz, 
Gen.  J.  M.  Rusk, 
Capt.  Jas.  M.  Porter, 
Gen.  J.  M.  Hedrick, 
M.  A.  Higley, 

Capt.  W.  B.  Leach, 
Maj.  Wm.  B.  Moore, 
Col.  L  N.  Elliot, 
Capt.  J.  D.  Fegan, 
R.  W.  McCIaughey, 
Capt.  B.  M.  Callender, 
Col.  J.  T.  Foster, 
Capt.  J.  G.  Everest, 
Surg.  O.  W.  Nixon, 
Gen.  J.  M.   Ruggles, 
Maj.  G.  A.  Henry, 
Capt.  W.  M.  Vojleson, 
Adjt.  J.  C.  Danagh, 
Col.  C.  B.  Hinsdale, 
Lieut.  C.  L.  Pratt, 
Capt.  J.  A.   Smith. 


%     I. GO       N' 

ov.  II    Sur.  S.  D.  Carpenter, 

$19.00 

1. 00 

Sam'l  Mahon, 

2.00 

1. 00 

Gen.  John  McNulta, 

19.00 

r.oo 

Gen.  M.  M.  Bane, 

2.00 

1 1 .00 

Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

1. 00 

1. 00 

Col.  J.  J.  Safely, 

2.00 

2.00 

Capt.  Chas.  W.  Smith 

,  19.00 

19.00 

Gen.  W.  T.  Clark, 

19.00 

4.00 

Surg.  E.  Powell, 

7.00 

5.00 

Capt.  J.  F.  Wilson, 

19.00 

3.00 

Lt.  R.  W.  Pike, 

11.00 

1. 00 

Lt.  C.  E.  Putnam, 

1. 00 

1. 00 

Col.  J.  S.  Stockton, 

11.00 

19.00 

Col.  W.  S.  Williams, 

1. 00 

21.00 

Maj»  0.  L.  Jackson, 

19.00 

12.00 

Col.  M.  W.  Manning, 

19.00 

1. 00 

Gen.  Sam'l  Fallows, 

8.00 

5.00 

Lieut.  A.  T.  Andrae, 

19.00 

5.00 

Maj.  G.  W.  Colby, 

3.00 

1 1. 00 

Col.  W.  S.  Oliver, 

1. 00 

1. 00 

Col.  W.  P.  Davis, 

1. 00 

1. 00 

Col.  Jno.  Connell, 

19.00 

7.00 

Maj.  F.  A.  Bragg, 

19.00 

1. 00 

Col.  C.  Cadle, 

1. 00 

1 1. 00 

Maj.  H.  Sherman, 

1. 00 

2.00 

Surg.  W.  F.  Cady, 

1. 00 

19.00 

Capt.  B.  F.  Monroe, 

4.00 

5.00 

Maj.  S.  E.   Barrett. 

18.00 

1. 00 

Capt.  Harlan  Page, 

19.00 

19.00 

Capt.  J.  E.  White, 

6.00 

3.00 

Col.  Robt.  W.  Smith, 

21.00 

1 1. 00 

Gen.  Beri.  Spooner, 

I. CO 

ig.oo 

Col.  Wm.  H.  Balton, 

19.00 

1 1. 00 

Col.  Aug.  Jacobson, 

19.00 

11.00 

Capt.  Holmes  Hoge, 

19.00 

19,00 

Lieut.  C.  N.  Hunting, 

13.00 

1.00 

Lieut.  J.  E.  Jones, 

19.00 

7.00 

Lieut.  R.  N.  Fouts, 

19.00 

4.00 

Capt.  W.  B.  Keeler, 

2.00 

1. 00 

Capt.  J.  L.  Bennet, 

2.00 

3.00 

Gen.  J.  S.  Reynolds, 

4.00 

19.00 

Maj.  W.  N.  Gibbon, 

3.00 

19.00 

Col.  C.  G.  Cooley, 

4.00 

1 9.00 

Capt.  Jas.  A.  Sexton, 

19.00 

1 1. 00 

Capt.  J.  W.  Rumsey, 

1. 00 

4o6 
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Nov.  II   Capt.  I.  P.  Rumsey, 
Capt.  J.  T.  McAulev, 
Col.  J.  C.  Pan-ott, 
Lieut.  J.  S.   McClary, 
Gen.  J.  A.  Williamson, 
Col.  L.  VonBlessing, 
Maj.  C.  B.  Loop, 
Maj.  W.  H.  Calkins, 
Lt.-Col.  Jas.  Tullis, 
Capt.  Clark  Gray, 
Gen.  Ezra  Taylor, 
Capt.  C.  W.  M.  Stark, 
Maj.  J.  A.  Fitch, 
Col.  Owen  Stewart, 
Maj.  F.  F.  Peats, 
Capt.  R.  J.  Chase, 
Lieut.  C.  PL  Warrons, 
Maj.-Surg.  G.  W.  Rohr, 
Capt.  B.  R,  Sherman, 
Maj.  T.  P.  Wilson, 
Capt.  G.  A.  Busse, 
Maj.  Pat.  Flynn, 
Lt.-Col.  L.  O.  Gilman, 
Gen.  B.  Hancock, 
Surg.  S.  C.  Plummer, 
Capt.  A.  C.  Blizzard, 
Capt.Jno.  B.  Raymond 
Col.  H.  T.  Noble, 
Col.  W.  F.  Vilas, 
Capt.  E.  L.  Baker, 
Col.  Chas.  G.  Myers, 
Col.  Geo.  E.  Bryant, 
Maj.  P.  McGrath, 
Lt.  Benj.  E.  Robinson, 
Lieut.  E.  P.  Tobey, 
Capt.  Wm.  McCrory, 
Capt.  C.  Reibsame, 

Nov.  12  Capt.  V.  Warner, 
Gen.  J.  W.  Fuller, 
Gen.  A.  Hickenlooper. 
Gen.  W.  C^Gresham, 
Capt.  W.  A.  RufF, 
Capt.  A.  S.  Skilton, 
Lieut.  G.  W.  Clark, 
Gen.  C.  E.  Hovey, 


1879. 

1. 00    Nov. 

12   Maj.  J.  T.  Moss, 

9.00 

4.00 

Capt.  L.  G.  Randall, 

3.00 

1. 00 

Maj.  S.  E.  Graves, 

I. GO 

19.00 

Capt.  C.  Lanstrum, 

I. GO 

1. 00 

Capt.  G.  W.  Kennard, 

I  LOG 

I. GO 

Lieut.  C.  Clark, 

LOO 

2.00 

Capt.  J.  B.  Bowen, 

3.00 

1.00 

Capt.  W.  H.  Barlow, 

LOO 

I. GO 

Surg.  E.  B,  Harrison, 

2.00 

ig.oo 

Capt.  J.  W.  Hitt, 

2. CO 

2.00 

Lieut.  J.  J.  Borland, 

5.00 

10.00 

Capt.  Wm.  Avery 

2.00 

10.00 

Gen.  G.  L.  Fort, 

5.00 

I  LOG 

Col.  W.  S.  Marshall, 

LOO 

19.00 

Capt.  J.  E.  Hitt, 

11.00 

2.00 

Lieut.  E.  E.  Nutt,     • 

LOO 

1. 00 

Surg.  A.  E.  Heighway. 

,      LOO 

19.00 

Gen.  Vandever, 

LOO 

3-00  . 

Capt.  N.  Wilson, 

LOO 

2.00 

Capt.  J.  M.  Dresser, 

3.00 

11.00 

Gen.  I.  M.  Thayer, 

LOG 

19.00 

Col.  J.  M.  Reid, 

2.00 

2.00 

Lieut.  H.  L.  Gray, 

2. GO 

7.00 

Capt.  A.  Willison, 

19.00 

2.00 

Col.  L.  Krughoff, 

2.00 

4.00 

Col.  D.  P.  Grier 

11.00 

,  2.00 

Capt.  Jno.  J.  Rinaker, 

LOO 

2. CO 

Surg.  A.  E.  Duncan, 

2.00 

1. 00 

Capt.  C.  L.  Emery, 

2.0G 

19.00 

Capt,  M.  P.  Smith, 

21.00 

6.00 

Lieut.  D.  A.  Mulvane, 

19.00 

2.00 

Capt.  F.  Y.  Hedley, 

2.00 

11.00 

Capt.  J.  T.  Smith, 

LOG 

19.00 

Capt.  G.  W.  Emerson, 

4.00 

11.00 

Lt.  Frank  H.  Putney, 

19  00 

1. 00 

Lieut.  L.  F.  Hubbard, 

LOO 

I. GO 

Cap.  W.  D.  E.  Andress 

,    4.00 

3.00 

Gen.  W.  R.  Marshall, 

2.0G 

2.00 

Surg.  Emil  Guelich, 

4.OG 

3.00 

Col.  R.  Rowett, 

4.00 

1. 00 

Capt.  Geo.  Hunt, 

2.00 

1. 00 

Capt.  W.  H.  Plunkett, 

3.00 

1. 00 

Lieut.  T.  W.   Letten, 

19.00 

4.00 

Capt.  A.  S.  Bixby, 

4.00 

21.00 

Capt.  I.  M.  Curren, 

3.0c. 
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IS79. 

1879. 

Nov. 

12  Maj.  H.  C.  McArthur, 

$£.oo     Nov.  I 

Gen.  P.  Pease, 

1. 00 

Gen.  0.  M.  Poe, 

1. 00 

Col.  J.  C.  Audeniied, 

2. CO 

Col.  A.  H.  Markland, 

2.00 

Col.  I.  E.  Tiirtellotte, 

1. 00 

Gen.  J.  R.  Slack. 

1. 00 

Maj.  VV^  S.  Robertson, 

19.00 

Capt.  Ljman  Banks, 

19.00 

Surg.  J.  R.  Fearing, 

6.00 

Maj.  A.  A.  Perkins, 

I. GO 

Capt.  R.  N.  Evans, 

I  1 .00 

Col.  0.  J.  Dodds,     • 

2.00 

Col.  N.  Bostwick, 

S.OO 

Capt.  W.  A.  Clark, 

11.00 

Capt.  Ad.  Ware, 

19.00 

Col.  J.  C.  Stone, 

1. 00 

Gen.  Robt.  Macfeely, 

1. 00 

Capt.  J.  M.  Beardslj, 

19.00 

Capt.  J.  K.  Dunlap, 

19.00 

Col.  A.  C.  Fisk, 

19.00 

Capt.  C.  C.  Chadvvick, 

2.00 

Capt.  Eva  Nuckolls, 

19.00 

Capt.  J  no.  L.  Routt, 

6.00 

Capt.  L.  H.  Everts, 

2.00 

Lieut.  W.  W.  Wood, 

11.00 

Col.  F.  S.  Hutchinson, 

4.00 

Capt.  J.  H.  Munroe, 

2.00 

Capt.  I.  W.  McElravy, 

19.00 

Col.  D.  Weckersham, 

19.00 

Capt.  H.  A.  Castle, 

19.00 

Surg.  Wm.  M.  Beach, 

19.00 

Maj.  D.  H.Gile, 

2.00 

Lieut.  E.  L.  Girdner, 

1. 00 

Capt.  R.  M.  Campbell. 

2.00 

Gen.  W.  H.  Baldwin, 

T.OO 

Capt.  Geo.  B.  Okeson, 

19.00 

Lieut.  H.  M.  Trimble, 

19.00 

Gen.  Jno.  McFall, 

4.00 

Capt.  H.  W.  Hall, 

19.00 

Lieut.  J.  H.  Lakin, 

19.00 

Gen.  E.  W.  Rice, 

1. 00 

Col.  M.  Smith, 

9.00 

Col.  J.  S.  Wilcox, 

2.00 

Col.  D.  C.  Coleman, 

8.00 

Cap.  E.  A.  Sherburne,  11.00 

B.  W.  Underwood,  11.00 

Maj.  G.  B.  I  login,  19.00 

Gen.  R.  Williams,  i.oo 

Maj.  W.  M.  DunVi,  i.oo 

Capt.  W.  G.  Mead,  1.00 

Gen.  G.  B.  Raum,  19.00 

Gen.  E.  H.  Murray,  i.oo 

Capt.  W.  T.  Prunto,  19.00 

Col.  J.  C.  Kennedy,  19.00 

Gen.  S.  D.  Atkins,  2.00 

Col.  Jas.  A.  Swaine,  19.00 

Maj.  R.  C.  Strong,  19.00 

Capt.  A.  S.  Stewart,  2.00 

Capt.  J.  B.  Morrison,  19.00 

Capt.  C.  A.  Partridge,  3.00 

Capt.  B.  H.  Ferguson,  19.00 

Maj.  Speed  Butler,  19.00 

Col.  E.  M.  Joel,  2.C0 

Capt.  H.  C.  Adam,  2.00 

Col.  J.  B.  Colton,  I.oo 

Capt.  F.  B.  Potts,  19.00 

Gen.  R.  P.  Buckland  2.00 
Gen.  W.  H.  IL  Terrel,    i.oo 

Col.  C.  H.   Brush,  i.oo 

Gen.  Theo.  Jones,  i.oo 

Maj.  Jno.  H.  Witner,  19.00 

Capt.  E.  Blakelee,  4.00 
Maj.-Sur.  Jacob  Keller,  19.00 

Gen.  Madison  Miller,  9.00 

Capt.  A.  L.  Ogg,  10.00 

W.  L.  Alexander,  19,00 

Capt.  C.  O.  Patten,  2.00 

Col.  J.  J.  Safeley,  10.00 

Col.  W.  R.  Thrall,  i.oo 

Lieut.  W.  N.  Judkins,  19.00 

Maj.  P.  H.  Macauley,  4.00 

Capt.  A.  M.  Tucker,  19.00 

Maj.  A.  W.  Edwards,  2.00 

Capt.  H.  D.  Dement,  ii.oo 

Surg.  S.  C.  Plummer,  18.00 

Adjt.  J.  M.  Watts,  19.00 

Col.  C.  C.  Carpenter,  i.oo 

Capt.  S.  W.  Smith,  4.00 
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1879.  1879- 

Nov.  12  Gen.  A.  C.  Ducat,  2.00  Nov.  20  Maj.  H.  L.  Morrill.  19.00 

J.  W.  McMurraj,  ig.oo                21  Maj. -Gen.  Jno.  Pope,  i.oo 

Major  C.  H.  Dyer,  19.00                28  Gen.  R.  J.  Oglesby,  11.00 

Col.  A.  Merriam,  19.00  Dec.     2  Capt.  F.  C.  Wilson,  15-00 

Capt.  G.  W.  Porter,  19.00                  6  Gen.  J.  D.  Bingham,  300 

iS  Capt.  W.  S.  Burns,  i.oo                17  Capt.  L.  M.  Hart,  6.00 

The  Recording  Secretary  further  stated  that  he  had  in  his  pos- 
session the  sum  of  one  dollar  which  he  had  received  from  some 
member  on  account  of  dues,  but  that  such  member,  in  sending  it 
as  a  remittance,  had  placed  it  in  an  envelope  only  directing  same, 
and  failed  to  give  his  name,  consequently  no  credit  could  be  made 
to  the  member,  and  the  money  w^ould  be  turned  over  to  the  Treas- 
urer as  part  of  the  General  Fund  of  the  Society. 

At  this  point  of  the  proceedings,  Captain  McAuley  asked  the 
privilege  to  make  some  statements,  and  when  reminded  by  the 
President  that  this  was  a  business  meeting,  claimed  he  only  had 
business  to  present,  and  remarked,  in  liehalf  of  the  Local  Com- 
mittee, that  it  had,  so  far  as  possible,  provided  for  all  members 
attending  this  reunion,  in  allotting  to  them  seats  at  banquet  and  at 
annual  oration  last  night,  as  per  their  requests  by  response  to 
circulars,  and  specially  called  attention  of  all  members  to  the 
importance  of  responding  to  all  commimications  of  the  Local 
Committee,  in  order  that  it  might  the  more  readily  and  better 
provide  for  their  pleasures  at  reunions. 

The  President  j^resented  and  read   the  following: 

headqjtarters  local  executive  committee,  ^ 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  j 

1221  H.  Street,  N.  W.,  j 

Washington,  October  20,  1S70.  ) 

Dear  Sir: — The  eleventh  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  will  be  held  in  this  citj'  on  the  19th  and  20th  of  November    next. 

Every  officer  and  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  having  an 
honorable  discharge  is  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Society.  A  prominent 
feature  of  the  reunion  will  be  the  ceremonies  attending  the  unveiling  of 
Ward's  Equestrian  Statue  of  our  old  commander,  General  George  H. 
Thomas. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Society  will  be  at  the  Arlington  Hotel. 

All  members  of  kindred  societies  are  cordially  invited.  Extend  invitation 
to  any  old  comrade  that  we  may  not  be  able  to  reach. 
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Please  signify  your  acceptance  at  an  early  date.  Address  the  Secretary'  of 
Committee. 

Reduction  of  railroad  rates  will  be  announced  through  the  press. 

J.  A.  Garfield, 
Thos.  L.  Young, 
A.  McD.  McCooK. 
Local  Kxcciilivc  Cum  mil  fee. 

II.    C.   CoRIilN, 

Secretary  of  Committee. 

which  he  had  received  with  .a  letter  of  special  invitation  from 
General  Garfield  for  this  Society  to  attend.  While  it  would  not 
be  practicable  for  the  vSociety  to  attend  as  a  body,  he  hoped  many 
members  would,  and  assured  them  their  welcome  would  be  a 
warm  and  cordial  one.  He  also  paid  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  General  George  H.  Thomas  as  one  of  the  best  commanders 
our  armies  had,  and  a  self-sacrificing  patriot. 

On  motion  of  General  Force: 

Resolved.,  That  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  take 
a  deep  interest  in  the  inauguration  of  the  Society  of  the  Cumber- 
land of  the  monument  to  the  noble  leader.  General  George  H. 
Thomas,  aixl  that  all  members  of  this  Society,  who  can,  will 
attend  and  take  part  in  the  ceremony. 

General  Eldridge,  for  the  Banquet  Committee,  said  it  desired 
all  who  were  to  attend  the  banquet  would  assemble  in  the  club- 
room  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  also,  that  seats  at  the  table  had 
been  reserved  for  a  number. who  had  not  yet  secured  their  tickets, 
and  he  requested  that  all  would  do  so. 

Colonel  Joel  made  inquiries  as  to  how  man}'  tickets  had  been 
sold  and  if  all  members  would  be  provided  for,  or  would  citizens 
be  given  places  and  members  excluded,  and  General  Eldridge 
stated  that  members  would  not  be  excluded  and  seats  given  to 
citizens. 

The  President  called  for  report  of  committee  appointed  last 
meeting  to  consider  application  of  Dr.  Canfield  for  membership, 
and  it  presented  the  following: 

We,  the  undersigned,  to  whom  the  application  of  Dr.  Warren  Canfield  (son 
of  the  late  Col.  Canfield,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh)  for  member- 
ship was  referred,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report:  While  we  much 
regret  it,  j-et  we  think  that  under  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  -'The 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  Dr.  Canfield  is  not  entitled  to  mem- 
bershij^,  nor  do  we  think  it  advisable  at  this   time  to  recommend   an  amend- 
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ment  to  the  Constitution  or  By-Laws,  and  ask  that  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary be  ordered  to  answer  Mrs,  Canfield's  letter  in  a  very  kind  and  proper 
manner,  thanking  her  kind  expressions,  and  also  to  return  to  her  the  money 
enclosed  in  her  letter  to  the  Society. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  Oliver. 
W.  R.  Farrall, 
Jos.  R.  Slack, 

Committee. 

On  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the    report   of  the   committee  be  accepted  and 
approved. 

Major  Dawes,  in  behalf  of  the   committee  appointed   to  select 
the  time  and  place  for  holding  next  meeting,  reported  as  follows: 

Chicago,  III.,  November  13,  1879. 
Gkneral  W.  T.   Sherman, 
President : 
Your  cominittee  charged  w^ith  tlie  duty  of  selecting  the   place   and  time  for 
liolding  the    next  meeting  of  the    Society,  respectfully  recommend   that  the 
next  meeting  be   held  in   Cincinnati,  O.,  and  that  the  time  of  holding   it  be 
fixed  by  the  President  on  the  recommendation  of  the  local  committee  when 
appointed. 

Signed, 

E.  C.  Dawes, 

C/iairnian. 

On  motion  Colonel  Coleman: 

J\csolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  select 
time  and  j^lace  for  holding  next  meeting  be  received  and  adopted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  select  an  orator  for  the  next  meet- 
ing reported  as  follows: 

Chicago,  III.,  November  13,  1879. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 
J-'reside/it : 
Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  selecting  an  orator  for 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Societj^  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  beg  leave  to 
respectfully   report  and   recommend   Colonel   Ozro  J.  Dodds,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

Chas.  C.  Walcutt, 

Chairman. 
E.  M.Joel, 
Secretary. 
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On  motion  of  Captain  Scribner: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  select 
an  orator  for  the  next  meeting  be  received  and  adopted. 

General  Marshall,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
nominate  otficei's  for  the  ensuing  year,  reported  as  follows: 

Chicago,  III.,  Noveinhrr  IS,  1S79. 
General  W.  T.  SnERMAx, 
Presidefii : 
Your  committee,  to  whom  was  refen-ed  the   nomination  of  officer.s  for  the 
Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  do  have  no  douljt  that  they  reflect  the  unanimous 
sentiment  of  the   members   of  the   Society  in   renominating  for  the  ofHce  of 
President  our  illustrious  chief,    *-  .  T.   Sherman.      We  also   enjoy    the   same 
opinion    regarding    the    Recording   Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary   and 
Treasurer,  the  gentlemen  who  now,  and  from  the  beginning  have  so  ably  and 
worthily  filled  their  offices,  and  for  Vice-Presidents, 

Briagadier-General  Joseph  S.  Reynolds, 

Brigadier-General  Benjamin  Spooner, 

Colonel  Frank  Lynch, 

Major  Wm.  E.  \Vare, 

Captain  C.  C.  Chadwick, 

Major  M.  A.  Higley, 

Lieutenant  L.  F.  Hubbard, 

Colonel  George  E.  Bryant, 

Colonel  W.  J.  Landrum, 

Captain  J.  B.  Raymond, 

Brigadier-General  M.  M.  Bane. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Signed,  W.  R.  Marshall, 

T.  C.  Fletcher, 
Addison  Ware, 
•  A.  A.  Perkins, 

G.  A.  Henry, 

Committee. 

General  Marshall  said,  to  avoid  any  embarrassment  for  the  Presi- 
dent, he  would  assume  the  chair  to  offer  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  nominating 
officers  be  unanimously  coircurred  in,  and  putting  the  question,  it 
was  carried. 

There  were  loud  calls  for  General  Sherman,  who,  thanking  the 
Society  for  the  renewed  compliment  of  their  esteem  for  him, 
assured  them  that  so  long  as  he  lived  he  would  take  it  as  a  pleas- 
ure to  do  all  for  the  Society  he   could.     There  were  many  others 
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younger  than  himself  who  would  preside  as  well  or  perform  any 
of  the  responsibilities  of  the  Societ}';  paid  a  high  compliment  to 
Geiieral  G.resham  as  a  soldier  and  for  the  address  last  night,  and 
hoped  other  voung  members  would  come  out  and  accept  the 
duties,  as  the  older  members  must  in  time  ^^ass  away. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  ^Vilcox: 

Resolved,  That  the  th;mks  of  the  Society  are  hereby  given  the 
officers  of  the  Society,  viz:  The  President,  Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasiner. 

On  motion  of  ColonelFletcher: 

Resolved,  That  this  vSociety  hails  with  real  joy  the  movement 
now  being  made  in  Missouri  to  erect  a  monument  to  our  loved 
and  lamented  comrade,  Major-General  Frank  P.  Blair,  and  that 
we  do  most  heartily  commend  that  good  work  to  the  members  of 
this  ISocietv  with  the  hope  that,  as  surviving  comrades  of  the 
deceased,  they  will  aid  the  association  having  the  matter  in  hand. 

In  presenting  the  above  resolution.  Colonel  Fletcher  spoke  in 
feeling  terms  of  General  Blair,  of  his  devotion  to  the  countrj^  in 
the  trying  days  of  1861,  when,  through  his  courage  and  influence 
mainly,  Missouri  remained  in  the  Union. 

General  Miller  also  paid  high  tribute  to  the  memory  of  General 
Blair,  sketching  most  vividly  some  of  the  earh^  war  incidents  in 
Missouri,  when  General  Blair  was  threatened  with  hanging  by 
the  rebels. 

Genei'al  Sherman  also  spoke  in  strong  commendation  of  Gen- 
eral Blair,  saving  the  country  owed  more  to  him  for  his  action  and 
devotion  to  the  Union  than  any  man  living;  he  also  con:mended 
the  eflbrt  o!'  procuring  a  monument  for  him,  and  sincerely  hoped 
it  would  soon  be  accomplished. 

Colonel  Craft  Wright  also  spoke  in  eulogistic  praise  of  General 
Blair's  great  worth. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Beardsley: 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  recommend  its  members  to  use  their 
influence  in  organizing  Blair  monument  associations  in  their 
respective  localities,  as  auxiliary  to  the  Blair  Monument  Associa- 
tion at  St.  Louis. 

General  Rowett  presented  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Association  that  all 
officers,  members  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  be  admitted  to 
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this  Association  on  the  payment  of  the  regidar  admission  fee  of 
ten  dollars. 

And  urged  its  passage  in  extended  lemarks,  saying  that  to  now 
require  new  members  to  pa}-  back  dues  for  years,  when  we  had 
liad  the  enjo^'ment,  was  selfishness. 

Captain  Beardgley  spoke  against  the  motion. 

Motion  was  put  to  vote  and  almost   unanimously  rejected. 

General  Flovey  presented  the  following  proposition  as  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws: 

Amend  the  Constitution  l)v  striking  out  the  word  ''aufr'  before 
the  word  "treasurer,"  and  adding  thereafter  the  words  "and 
biographer." 

Amend  the  By-Laws  by  adding  the  following: 

1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  of  the  Society  to 
furnish,  or  cause  to  be  furnished,  to  the  biographer,  the  names  of 
his  parents,  date  and  place  of  birth,  where  educated,  occupation 
and  position  held  prior  to  entering  the  military  service,  positions 
held  and  services  rendered  in  the  military  seryice;  present  resi- 
dence and  occupation,  together  with  such  other  facts  as  he  may 
deem  of  interest  to  his  fellow-members. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  present  members  to  cause  the 
same  facts  respecting  their  deceased  comrades  to  be  gathered  and 
transmitted  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  for  the  use  of  the 
biographer. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  biographer  to  compile  and  edit 
these  facts  in  full  as  to  deceased  members,  and  in  abstract  as  to 
living  members,  and,  when  this  compilation  shall  have  been 
approved  by  the  Presidents  and  Secretaries,  they  shall  cause  it  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Society. 

Under  the  rules  the  proposition  must  lay  over  until  the  next 
meeting,  but. 

On  motion  of  General  Hoye\': 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  President  named  General  Ilovey,  Colonel  Thos.  Reynolds, 
General  Leggett,  Colonel  Joel  and  General  Murr\-  as  such,  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  ]\Iajor  Calkins: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this   Society  are  hereby  tendered 
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to  General  W.  Q.  Gresham  for  his  able  and  patriotic  address 
delivered  last  evening  before  the  Society. 

General  Bane  presented  the  following  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Society: 

Whereas,  By  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  all  sufl'ering  and  indigent 
families  of  deceased  members  of  the  Society  are  made  a  sacred 
trust  in  our  hands;   and. 

Whereas,  The  laws  providing  for  and  regulating  the  payment 
of  pensions  to  disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  their  widows  and 
orphans,  are  not  as  impartial,  just  and  plain  as  such  laws  should 
and  are  intended  to  be;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Society  be,  and  is  hereby 
authorized,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members  whose  duty 
it  shall  bo  to  examine  into  the  effect  and  bearing  of  the  invalid 
pension  laws  upon  the  different  classes  of  pensioners,  and  make 
report  thereon,  in  writing,  to  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this 
Society,  suggesting  such  alterations  and  amendments  thereto  as 
will  eliminate  fiaud  and  secure  to  all  pensioners  impartial  justice. 
And  spoke  in  explanation  of  his  object  in  presenting  it.  Colonel 
Wilcox  also  spoke  in  favor  of  it. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Beardsley: 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  presented  by  General  Bane,  regard- 
ing pensions,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  said  committee 
to  make  report  at  next  meeting. 

The  President  named  General  Bane,  General  Fuller,  Colonel 
Fletcher,  General  Rusk  and  General  Slack  as  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Scribner: 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  consolidated  reports  he  presented 
Miss  Wheeler,  the  lady  who  wrote  the  poem  read  at  the  Aladison 
meeting. 

On    motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  hereby  extend  its  thanks  to  Mr. 
Palmer  antl  to  Mr.  Haverly  for  courtesies  respectively  rendered 
the   Society. 

There  being  no  further  business  ofTered,  the  President  said  the 
Society  would  stand  adjourned  until  the  next  annual  meeting, 
adjournment  to  include  banquet  this  evening. 

L.  M.  Dayton, 

Recording   Secretary. 
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BANQUET. 

The  honored  custom  of  havino;'  an  annual  banquet  was  carried 
out  by  the  local  committee,  which  had  selected  the  Palmer  House 
for  the  occasion.  At  half-past  eight  o'clock  on  the  evening  of 
the  i3tli,  the  members  of  the  Society  and  guests,  by  pre-arrange- 
ment  were  assembled  in  the  club-room  and  parlors  of  the  hotel 
and  marched  into  the  spacious  dining  halls,  and  were  seated  at 
tables  in  the  main  and  adjoining  two  rooms,  members  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  being  scattered  pro- 
miscuously with  the  invited  and  citizen  guests,  the  whole  number 
at  the  tables  being  some  six  hundred.  The  President  of  the 
Society  presided  and  was  seated  at  the  center  of  a  talkie  stretching 
on  the  west  side  of  the  main  hall,  at  his  right  and  left  being 
General  Grant,  Rear-iVdmiral  Stevens,  Judge  Taft,  General  Pope, 
General  Crook,  General  Robinson,  Governor  Smith,  Governor 
Gear,  the  Honorable  E.  B.  Washburn,  Judge  Howe,  Mayor 
Harrison,  General  Logan,  General  Gresham,  General  Schofield, 
General  Don.  Cameron,  General  C.  C.  Augur,  General  Richard 
J.  Oglesby,  General  -Bisho]:)  Fallows,  Governor  Cullom,  Judge 
Drummond,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas,  and  Prof.  David  vSwing. 

Five  other  tables,  located  parallel  to  this  one,  in  this  main  hall, 
and  six  in  each  of  the  adjoining  halls. 

It  was  nearly  nine  o'clock  when  the  President  requested  quiet- 
ness, and  invited  the  Rev.  Dr.  Swing  to  pronounce  grace;  he 
said: 

Our  Father  in  Heaven,  we  ask  a  full  blessing.  Thou  hast 
revealed  to  us  in  Thy  Word  that  the  feast  is  the  emblem  of 
human  happiness.  We  meet  this  night  at  one  of  these  feasts  of 
memory, — memor}-  of  a  great  country,  of  great  deeds, — in  memory 
of  soldiers  living  and  soldiers  dead,  and  we  beseech  Thy  blessing. 
We  bless  Thee  for  that  great  feast  of  liberty  and  happiness  which 
Thou  hast  spread  for  all  the  land,  to  which  millions  sit  down 
every  day  of  their  life.  Help  us  who  are  gathered  here  to  confess 
Thee  to  be  the  God  of  our  Nation,- — that  Thou  hast  been  present 
in  all  its  hours  in  our  Consfress  and  on   the  fields  ot  battle.     And 
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then  help  these  soldiers  before  iis  all  to  believe  that  beyond  the 
strifes  and  labors  of  this  life  there  shall  be  a  reunion  of  all  the 
faithful  soldiers, — servants  of  every  duty,  soldiers  of  liberty, 
soldiers  of  morals,  soldiers  of  the  cross;  and  when  these  Generals, 
and  these  statesmen,  and  these  soldiers  shall  be  called,  one  by  one, 
from  this  life  where  they  have  earned  and  received  the  applause 
of  men,  may  they  receive  from  Thee,  Almighty  Father,  those 
words  above  all  human  words, — "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant."  At  Thy  feet,  Almighty  Father,  we  place  these 
petitions.     Amen. 

The  dinner  was  then  discussed  at  leisure,  an  excellent  band 
being  in  attendance  discoursing  meanwhile  a  variety  of  choice 
music.     The  dinner  is  shown  in 
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Blue  Point  Oysters  on  the  Shell.      Sauterne.       Green  Turtle  Soup.       Sherry. 

Boiled  California  Salmon.      Holland  Sauce.     Claret. 

Parisienne  Potatoes.     Roast  Fillet  of  Beef.     Larded  with  Mushroons. 

Champagne. 

Croquets  of  Potatoes.     Cutlets  of  Minced  Game.     Sweetbreads  with  Spinach. 

Croquets  of  Chicken.     Roman  Punch. 

Roast  Saddle  of  Venison.     Roast  Prairie  Chicken.     ButTalo    Steaks.     Truffle 

Sauce.      Breasts  of  Ducks.      Larded.     Currant  Jelly.    Fillet  of  Wild 

Turkey.     Cranberry  Sauce. 

Chicken  Salad.    Shrimp  Salad.    Celery  Salad. 

Neapolitan   Ice  Cream.      Ices.     Cakes,  assorted.      Wine  Jellies.      Charlotte 

Russe.     Meringues,  assorted.     Fruits.     Hard  Tack.     Roquefort  and 

English  Cheese.     Celery.     Coftee.     Cognac.     Cigars. 

At  a  quarter  of  eleven  o'clock  the  President  desired,  the  dinner 
being  over,  that  quiet  should  prevail,  and  when  the  mcmlxMs  in 
the  adjoining  halls  had  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  main  hall  so 
they  might  be  able  to  hear  responses  to  toasts,  he  commenced  in 
announcement  of  the  programme  of  the  evening  by  saying: 

Gentlemen: — We  have  a  long  list  before  us.  and  one  of  the 
richest  I  have  ever  had  spread  before  me.  And  T  am  extremely 
anxious   that  this   evening   shall   be   a    bright   one    in   our  future 
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memories.  We  can  only  accomplish  this  result  by  almost  abso- 
lute silence;  and  I  beg,  almost  implore  of  you,  every  man,  to  be 
just  as  quiet  as  possible,  because  sounds  added  together  rever- 
berate in  this  hall,  and  will  spoil  the  best  speecli  that  can  possibly 
be  made. 

He  then  complimented  the  musicians  upon  the  excellence  of 
their  efforts  thus  far;  and  suggested  that  where  the  programme 
called  for  music,  they  simply  give  a  soft  strain  and  not  a  whole 
tune.  [Laughter.]  "Make  it,  as  it  were,  a  loop  between  the 
speeches.  With  a  few  admonitions  of  this  kind,  I  am  sure,  we  will 
have  an  evening,  a  night,  if  you  please  [loud  laughter,]  of  cheer- 
ing entertainment." 

I  do  not  pretend  to  say  anything  myself;  but  will  call  the  toasts 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  recorded  on  the  programme,  simply 
introducing  each  speaker.  There  happen  to  be  three  speakers  ab- 
sent, but  their  places  have  been  filled  by  the  committee,  and  I  have 
recorded  their  names,  so  that  the  speeches  will  follow  each  other 
in  quick  succession.  Each  speaker  is  requested  to  speak  as  long 
as  he  holds  his  audience.  [Some  laughter  and  cheers.]  As  to 
applause,  gentlemen,  recollect  that  that  takes  a  good  deal  of  time. 
A  good,  hearty  laugh  and  marked  applause  are  all  right,  but  don't 
drawl  it  out  into  a  long  giggle,  or  into  a  noise.  Let  the  applause 
be  short  and  emphatic.      [Laughter.] 

Now,  gentlemen,  we  will  proceed  at  once  to  the  regular  order 
of  the  evening.  And  I  am  pleased  to  see  everybody  smiling  and 
pleasant.  Some  of  the  speakers  who  are  in  your  midst  will  speak 
from  their  present  position,  either  by  getting  on  a  chair  or  stand- 
ing as  they  please.  But,  wherever  they  are,  I  beg  the  audience  to 
give  them  a  respectful  hearing. 

He  then  announced  the 

FiKST  Regular  Toast: — '•'■Our  Country — Her  place  amon<r 
JVaiions." 

Response  by  General  Grant: 

As  General  Grant  arose  he  was  received  with  tumultuous  ap- 
plause and  cheers,  which  lasted  several  minutes,  the  greeting  being 
extremely  cordial.     When  silence  was  restored  he  said: 
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Mr.    President   axd    Gentlemen    of   the    Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee    and  Guests: 

Notice  was  sent  to  me  some  time  ago  that  I  was  to  respond 
to  a  toast  here,  but  I  paid  no  attention  to  it  at  the  time,  and  had 
no  idea,  until  I  got  here,  of  the  toast  I  was  to  reply  to.  I  had 
relied  upon  it  that  there  would  be  half  a  dozen  or  more  speakers 
before  I  would  be  called  upon,  and  that,  during  that  time,  there 
would  be  a  man  out  in  the  hall  I  would  want  to  see,  [laughter] 
or  thought  I  would  exert  some  other  flank  movement  by  which 
I  would  get  out  of  it.  Finding,  however,  after  my  arrival  here, 
that  I  was  to  be  the  first  one  called  upbn,  and  hardly  feeling  it 
would  be  proper  to  look  for  that  man  so  early  in  the  evening, 
I  put  in  a  substitute,  but  the  President  of  your  Society  has  not 
called  upon  the  man.  I  know  if  he  had  called  the  name  on  his 
paper,  you  would  have  heard  much  more  said  about  the  position 
of  our  country  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  than  I  can  say  to 
you.  I  can  feel  what  the  Ma3'or  [Harrison]  would  probably  have 
said,  if  the  President  had  called  upon  him.  But,  as  I  have  to  say 
a  word,  I  shall  rely  now  upon  your  signifying,  in  a  very  few 
moments,  your  disaj^probation  of  what  I  am  saying,  so  as  to  let 
me  oft'.  The  President  has  given  notice  that  we  are  not  to  speak 
any  longer  than  \ve  can  hold  the  audience.  Our  nation  we  have 
been  in  the  habit  ourselves  of  looking  upon  as  being  one  of  the 
first  nations  of  the  earth. 

For  a  long  period  back  the  Yankee  has  had  not  onl}'  a  very  re- 
spectable opinion  of  himself  individually,  but  of  his  country  as  a 
whole.  It  has  been  our  own  opinion  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear 
in  a  contest  with  any  other  Power.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that, 
from  the  observations  that  I  have  been  able  to  make  in  the  last 
two  and  a  half  years,  we  are  beginning  to  be  regarded  a  little  by 
other  Powers  as  ^ve,  in  our  vanity,  have  heretofore  regarded  our- 
selves. [Applause.]  We  do  among  other  nations,  I  think,  to-day 
not  only  in  our  conceit,  but  in  the  acknowledgement  of  other 
nations,  occupy  the  position  of  one  of  the  first  Powers  in  all  that 
goes  to  make  up  a  great  nationalit\'.  We  have  the  strength,  we 
have  the  individual  self-assertion,  independence;  and  we  have  to 
a  greater  degree  than  almost  any  other  nation  the  power  of  colo- 
nizing, of  settling  up  new  country,  opening  it  and  developing  it. 
We  have  also  the  very  great  advantage  of  being  without  neigh- 
bors to  molest  or  make  us  afraid.     It  is  true  we  have  a  northern 
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frontier,  and  we  have  a  southern  frontier,  but  we  get  along  with  a 
ver}'  small  army.  We  keep  no  standing  army.  What  little  we 
do  keep,  as  some  one  remarked  the  other  day,  is  a  standing  army 
because  it  has  no  time  to  sit  down.  [Laughter  and  applause.] 
Mr.  President,  [who  was  seated]  I  find  you  filling  the  position 
with  a  good  deal  of  ability.  [Laughter.]  I  don't  know  of  any- 
thing I  can  sjDccially  add  to  what  I  have  said,  excejDt  in  the  way 
of  advice;  and  that  is,  let  us  be  true  to  ourselves;  avoid  all  bitter- 
ness and  ill-feeling,  either  on  the  part  of  sections  or  parties,  toward 
each  other;  avoid  quarreling  among  ourselves,  and  we  need  have 
no  fears  for  the  future  of  maintaining  the  stand  that  we  have  taken 
among  nations,  so  far  as  opposition  from  foreign  nations  goes. 
Gentlemen,  I  am  much  obliged  for  your  attention.     [Cheers.] 

The  musicians  played  the  "Star-Spangled  Banner,"  fire-works 
in  a  small  fort  on  the  table  opposite  Generals  Crook  and  Pope 
were  set  oft',  and  the  crowd  kept  up  their  cheers  and  clapping  of 
hands  for  some  time. 

Before  announcing  the  next  toast  the  President  said: 

Gentlemen: — Thanking  you  for  your  very  close  and  kind 
attention  to  our  honored  guest  .who  spoke  last,  I  will  -simply 
incjuire,  for  the  sake  of  other  speakers,  did  General  Grant's  voice 
reach  the  further  wall?" 

Voices— "No."     "No." 

Could  you  hear  in  the  middle  of  the  hall? 

Voices — "Yes." 

All  right,  gentlemen,  you  will  read  it  in  the  papers  to-mourow. 
In  the  meantime,  we  have  now  a  good  sentiment,  and  an  orator 
to  respond,  who  will  make  you  hear  in  the  furthest  recesses.  If 
you  will  only  be  a  little  patient  with  his  first  opening  sentences, 
he  will  feel  you,  and  I  am  certain  that  he  will  make  every  person 
in  this  room  hear  his  words. 

I  will  now  announce  the 

Second  Toast: — '■'■The  President  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States^ 

Response  by  General  Logan,  who  said: 

Mr.  President,  Fellow  Comrades  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  our  invited  guests: 

In  this  toast,  first,  I  premise  by  saying  I  never  declined  re- 
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spoiiding  to  any  toast  that  is  offered  me,  but  in  this  I  must  say  that  I 
find  some  shoals  that  will  be  a  little  difficult  for  me  to  steer  clear 
of,  I  fear;  hence  you  will  have  to  allow  me  to  make  my  own 
arrangements  in  reference  to  it.  1  will  change  it,  that  the  last 
may  come  first. 

THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  two  departments  of  government  referred  to  are  separate 
and  distinct  in  their  powers  in  a  certain  sense,  and  in  another 
sense  are  not  so,  each  one,  by  virtue  of  our  Constitution,  having 
certain  duties  to  perform — some  independent  of  each  other  and 
some  in  connection  one  with  the  other. 

According  to  the  theory  of  our  government,  to  both  of  these 
offices,  it  was  presumed  the  occupants  of  them  would  he  selected 
by  the  people  of  this  country  in  an  orderly,  peaceable  and  quiet 
manner,  and  that  the  duties  pertaining  to  them  would  ])e  per- 
formed within  the  purview  and  meaning  of  that  instrument  l-cnown 
as  the  Constitution,  in  accordance  with  the  sentiment  and  consent 
of  the  people  for  which  they  were  acting. 

The  people  of  this  country,  from  its  foundation  to  the  present 
time,  being  permitted  in  their  cool  moments  to  decide  without 
excitement,  ^vould  say  that  the  kind  of  a  Congress  the  people  of 
this  country  want  and  require,  is  a  Congress  imbued  with  an  idea 
that  they  are  the  rej^resentatives  of  the  sentiment  of  the  great 
American  people;  that  they  are  selected  for  the  purpose  of  enact- 
ing laws;  that  these  laws  are  for  the  purpose  of  benefitting  all 
classes  of  people  to  whom  they  shall  apply;  that  their  duties  are 
for  the  purpose  of  legislating  for  the  maintenance  of  the  welfare 
of  the  whole  people  of  the  country;  that  one  of  the  great  and 
highest  duties  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is,  first  to 
legislate  in  a  manner  so  the  means  shall  be  provided  for  the  mov- 
ing forward  of  the  machinerv  of  the  people  of  this  countrv  by 
which  this  government  is  organized.      [Cheers  and  cries  of  good.] 

The  next  great  dut3'  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is,  b}' 
legislation  to  provide  for  the  peace  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  in  providing  for  the  peace  of  the  people  of  this  country  it  is 
their  constitutional  and  bounden  duty  to  provide  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  power  of  the  government  shall  be  exercised,  in  order 
to  maintain  and  keep  the  peace  of  the  people  of  this  whole  coun- 
try.    [Applause.] 
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It  is  the  bounden  duty  under  the  Constitution,  that  they  shall 
so  legislate  as  to  maintain  at  home  and  abroad  friendly  relations 
with  the  citizens  of  their  own  country,  and  amicable  and  friendly 
relations  with  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  their  duty  to  so  legis- 
late that  this  government  shall  at  all  times  be  prepared,  and  have 
the  authority  under  their  legislation,  to  maintain  its  life,  its  integ- 
rity, its  unity,  its  peace,  its  prosperity,  and  maintain  itself  against 
foreign  and  domestic  enemies.      [Great  applause.] 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  not  so 
legislate  as  to  hamper  or  tie  up  and  abridge  the  rights  of  either 
of  the  departments  of  the  government,  either  the  executive  or  the 
judiciary  of  the  country.  [Applause.]  But  to  so  legislate  that 
each  department,  like  a  wheel  in  machinery,  shall  move  smoothly 
together  and  be  in  unison  and  harmony,  so  that  there  shall  be  no 
friction  in  the  machinery  of  this  government.      [Cheers.] 

My  countrymen,  it  does  not  always  transpire  that  the  depart- 
ments of  government  are  in  harmony.  This,  however,  under  our 
organization,  cannot  be,  but  as  near  as  it  may  be,  let  it  so  be.  The 
people  of  this  country,  in  my  judgment,  speaking  not  only  for  the 
present,  but  the  past  and  the  future,  want  a  Congress  whose  will 
shall  yield  to  the  behests  and  will  of  the  American  people  whenever 
known.     [Applause.] 

THE    PRESIDENT    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES. 

Speaking  of  this  office — the  highest  otiice  in  the  gift  of  the 
American  people,  and  my  fellows-citizens,  the  highest  office  in 
honor  known  to  the  civilized  nations  of  this  earth,  it  is  the  one 
office  that  always  honors  the  man  and  the  man  should  always 
honor  the  office.      [Applause.] 

The  executive  department  of  the  government  has  its  independ- 
ent duties  to  perform,  and  these  duties  should  be  so  performed 
that  the  Constitution  should  be  maintained,  and  the  laws  of  this 
Union  be  executed  on  ever\-  foot  of  Annerican  soil.  [Loud 
applause.] 

The  office  of  the  President  has  been  honored  frequently  as  well 
as  it  has  honored  the  occupant,  but  in  times,  perhaps  not  in  the 
first  organization  of  this  government.  George  Washington,  the 
first  President  of  the  United  States,  took  into  the  presidential 
chair  an  energ}^  and  ability,  a  courage  and  a  statesmanship,  that 
left  his  name  dwelling  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  this  great 
American  Union.     [Cheers.] 
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To  the  office  of  President — tlie  Adams's  took  to  that  chair 
scholarly  attainments  and  ability. 

Jeflerson  and  Madison  took  with  them  to  that  presidential  chair 
statesmanship  and  constitutional  exjDerience. 

Jackson  took  with  him  to  that  presidential  office  an  ener<^y,  an 
honesty  of  purpose,  and  a  determination  and  courage  that  made 
the  office  honor  him  and  he  honored  the  office,  [cheers]  and 
when  the  great  strain  came  upon  this  country  during  his  time  he 
uttered  these  words:  "This  Union  must  and  shall  he  preserved." 
[Loud  cheers.] 

That  sentiment  lives  along  with  time  and  will  cause  Jackson  to 
live  in  memory  as  long  as  this  country  rolls  on. 

Lincoln,  the  immortal  Lincoln,  the  office  honored  him  and  he 
honored  the  office.  He  took  with  him  to  that  executive  chair 
great  ability  as  a  statesman,  honestv  of  purpose,  and  a  love  and 
affection  for  the  unity  of  this  country  that  made  him  the  admira- 
tion (^f  all  the  loyal  people  of  this  land.  [Applause  and  Cheers.] 
If  he  had  done  but  one  act  during  his  administration,  and  that 
act  was  to  write  and  sign  the  proclamation  of  emancipation, 
[applause,]  that  alone  immortalized  him,  and  his  name  will  live 
through  the  future  centuries  as  time  rolls  on.     [Applause.] 

My  countr\Mncn,  would  that  the  spirit  of  that  sainted  man 
to-night  could  whisper  in  the  ears  of  the  people  of  every  nation 
on  this  garth:  "Liberty  to  all  mankind,  and  peace  to  every  nation 
on  earth.      [Gn-eat  applause.] 

There  was  another  man  whom  the  presidential  chair  honored, 
and  who  honored  the  presidential  chair.  Pardon  me  if  I  say  that 
his  presence  here  to-night  prevents  me  from  saying  what  I  would 
in  his  absence.  We  can  only  speak  fully  of  the  dignity  and  honor 
conferred  upon  the  presidential  chair  by  the  incumbent  when  they 
have  passed  away.  Of  the  i)resent  incumbent  I  can  but  say  I 
hope  that  the  example  of  Washington,  Jackson,  Lincoln,  and  our 
guest  here  to-night,  may  induce  him  to  follow  in  their  footsteps, 
that  his  administration  shall  shine  as  bright  and  as  glorious  as  any 
of  the  past.      [Applause.] 

The  people  of  this  country  have  an  idea  themselves  as  to  the 
kind  of  a  man  presidents  should  be  made  of.  They  have  in  times 
gone  by  perhaps  been  deceived,  for  there  has  been  such  a  thing 
in  this  countrj'  as  presidents  going  out  of  the  presidential  chair, 
living  for  years  in  this  country,  and  passing  quietly  away  without 
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anv  notice  being"  taken  of  tiiem  after  they  ceased  to  be  President. 
These  are  not  the  kind  of  men  that  ought  to  be  made  Presidents 
of  the  United   States. 

The  people  of  this  country  are  a  proud  people,  an  energetic 
people,  an  intelligent  people,  a  people  of  capacity,  of  wealth  ami 
influence,  occupying-  the  greatest  country  that  God  has  ever  given 
to  man,  who  desire  to  let  the  nations  of  the  earth  know  they  will 
select  men  that  will  honor  that  office.  Of  individual  men  I  have 
naught  to  say,  except  that  men  who  honor  the  presidential  chair 
as  Washington  did,  as  Lincoln  did,  and  some  others,  recognized 
and  known  by  the  people  of  this  country,  are  the  character  of 
men  of  which  Presidents  should  be  made,  and,  my  countrymen, 
when  c|ie  of  your  Presidents  becomes  a  private  citizen,  and  can 
follow  the  circuit  of  this  mighty  globe  and  be  received  by  every 
nation  of  the  earth  and  in  every  town  and  hamlet  with  enthusiasm, 
and  when  he  returns  home  be  received  in  a  manner  that  no  man 
has  ever  been  received  at  home  before  in  this  or  any  other  country, 
then  you  may  know  that  man  did  honor  to  the  presidential  chair. 
Tlie  man  who,  after  being  President  of  the  United  States,  that 
can  attract  the  attention  of  all  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world, 
and  the  uncivilized,  too,  and  the  attention  of  every  American  citi- 
zen, not  because  he  is  a  man  of  destiny,  but  because  he  has  been  a 
man  of  deeds. 

That  man  owes  it  to  the  American  people  for  the  good  of  his 
country  to  be  their  servant  in  whatever  official  capacity  tliey  may 
call  him.     [Great  applause.] 

Third  Toast — "  Tlie  Army  of  tJie  Tennessee — under  great  lead- 
ers, it  gained  great  victories T 

Response  bv  General  Hurlbut,  who  said: 

Great  leaders,  Air.  President,  .always  make  great  armies,  but  the 
converse  of  the  proposition  is  not  always  true. 

Great  armies  have  been  wasted  \\\  the  hands  of  incapal)le  offi- 
cers, and  have  again  recovered  lost  reputation  by  the  magnetisni 
of  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  fortunate  in  receiving  itsmili- 
tarv  education  and  impulse  from  one  commander,  who  led  it  for 
years  through  battle  and  siege,  in  marches  by  land  and  move- 
ments by  water,  over  distances  deemed  impalpable,  over  obstacles 
deemed  impregnable,  now  exhibiting  a  marvellous  force  of  endur- 
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ance,  and  now  flashing  out  in  a  more  marvellous  force  of  attack, 
until,  when  Vicksburg  fell,  it  was  fashioned,  hardened  and  tem- 
pered into  the  most  magnificent  weapon  ever  wielded  bv  the 
hnnd  of  one  man,  thoroughly  complete  and  fully  furnished  to  be 
weapon  and  champion  of  a  nation's  unity  and  a  nation's  life. 

So  again  this  army  was  fortunate,  that  when  the  inception  of 
the  war  called  our  first  commander  to  the  general  charge  of  the 
movements  of  all  the  forces  of  the  nation,  there  was  ready  to  suc- 
ceed him  one  w'ho  had  lost  none  of  the  lessons  of  the  past,  one 
who  had  been  thoroughly  educated  in  the  school  of  experience,  a 
fit  pupil  and  fit  successor  of  the  quiet  soldier  who  ajoplied  strong 
common  sense  and  unflinching  will  to  the  business  of  war. 

Besides  these  two  great  leaders,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was 
fortunate  in  the  possession  of  a  strong  array  of  subordinates  in  all 
ranks,  fit  to  fulfill  each  in  his  sphere  his  special  duties,  so  that  by 
the  time  when  it  set  its  faces  steadily  southward  on  the  great 
march  whicii  tore  the  confederacy  asunder,  and  carried  actual 
war  into  regions  believed  to  be  secure  from  hostile  approach,  all 
the  dross  in  ofticers  hatl  been  burned  out,  and  only  sterling  metal 
gleamed  on  the  insignia  of  rank. 

But  al)ove  all,  the  Army  ttf  the  Tennessee  was  most  fortunate 
in  the  material  of  its  rank  and  file,  and  in  the  thorough  mutual 
confidence  between  officers  and  men. 

Disciplined  to  prompt  obedience  in  all  matters  of  essence,  but 
relieved  from  the  holiday  oppressions  of  the  mere  martinet,  taught 
to  take  care  of  themselves  and  to  believe  in  and  trust  each  other, 
confident  in  the  al)ility  of  their  officers,  confident  in  their  own  per- 
formance of  any  duty  imposed,  confident  in  the  justice  of  their 
cause,  and  therefore  confident  in  eventual  success,  they  pre- 
sented the  unusual  spectacle  of  a  military  organization  in  which 
each  man  thought  for  himself,  yet  all  were  wielded  as  a  single 
instrument  by  a  single  will  with  absolute  harmony  of  purpose  and 
of  action. 

The  man  who  was  able  to  impress  this  character  upon  the  raw 
levies  of  the  volunteers,  and  to  reduce  this  crude  material  to  its 
working  form  in  so  short  a  time,  must  have  had  great  qualities 
and  great  faculties. 

The  patience,  the  capacity  of  endurance,  the  terrible  earnest- 
ness of  resolved  action,  the  unflinching  determination,  the  vigor- 
ous judgment  and  the  clear  perception,  which  singled  out  Grant 
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as  the  one  man  in  all  this  country  to  round  up  the  long'  struggle 
into  substantial  and  permanent  victory.  These  qualities  of  thfeir 
first  leader  became  in  great  measure  the  possession  of  the  army 
which  he  organized  and  commanded. 

By  his  honest  and  unswerving  exercise  of  these  great  qualities, 
every  step  in  promotion  was  fairly  won,  and  the  military  history 
that  began  at  Belmont,  and  ended  at  Appomattox,  is  brilliant  to 
all  time  with  the  lustre  of  many  great  actions. 

Upon  this  golden  reputation,  thus  honestly  earned,  the  people 
passed  judgment,  and  this  fame  of  his,  twice  stamped  with  the 
broad  seal  of  the  United  States,  has  girdled  the  round  world,  has 
stood  the  criticism  of  the  earth's  great  capitals,  and  retui'ns  to  us 
endorsed  by  the  applause  of  two  continents. 

Such  has  been  the  fortune  of  our  first  great  leader  in  the  past. 
Plis  future  in  any  form  of  duty,  public  or  private,  will  be  worthy 
of  that  past. 

Next  in  rank  as  in  command,  con:;es  the  mind  that  conceived 
and  the  will  that  executed  the  world-famed  advance  from  the 
Tennessee  river  line  upon  the  Gate  City  of  Georgia,  the  hard 
contested  Thermopyhe  of  the  South.  Thence  by  swift  marches, 
by  rapid  attacks,  by  steady  pressure  of  heavy  columns  to  Fort 
McAllister  and  the  sea;  across  broad  river.'^  and  wide  swamps  to 
Columbia;  through  the  pine  forests  of  the  old  North  State  to 
Goldsboro;  in  sharp  actions  with  the  most  wary  and  skillful  of 
the  confederate  Generals,  until  the  shattered  battalions  of  the 
enemy  laid  down  their  well  used  arms. 

The  name  of  the  President  of  this  Society  is  indissolubly  linked 
in  the  public  estimation  with  the  glorious  succession  of  the  bril- 
liant military  events  that  took  Richmond  in  flank  and  rear,  and 
repeated  on  a  gigantic  scale  the  same  grand  strategy  which  Grant 
inaugurated  when  he  swung  his  forces  around  the  frowning- 
heights  of  Vicksburg,  and  by  rapid  succession  of  well  delivered 
battles  sealed  up  the  army  of  Pembcrton  to  inevitable  surrender. 

McPherson,  in  his  short  and  brilliant  career,  made  his  mark  in 
the  history  of  the  war. 

Howard  and  Logan,  as  opposite  in  character  as  mgn  wpll  could 
be,  each  maintained  in  many  a  well  fought  battle  the  well  won 
reputation  of  this  army. 

It  is  a  privilege  to  have  belonged  to  this  Aripy  of  the  Tennessee, 
because  of  the  great  leaders  who  have   commanded   it' — nor  do 
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those  leaders  consider  it  any  less  a  privilege  to  have  commanded 
such  a  body. 

The  tw^o  essentials  of  military  success — the  great  leader  and 
the  great  army — gave  the  full  assurance,  of  the  winning  of  great 
victories,  and  the  record  of  the  result  is  written  on  the  brightest 
pages  of  our  country's  history. 

General  Hurlbut  was  followed  closely  throughout  by  his  listen- 
ers, and  received  their  commendation  in  frequent  applause. 

The  Glee  Club  then  sang: — '■'•Marching   Through  Georgiar 

Fourth  Toast. —  "  Our  First  Cominaiider,  General  U.  S. 
Grantr 

Response  by  Colonel  Vilas,  who,  greeted  with  cheers  when 
he  arose,  said: 

Your  call  invites  me,  sir,  I  am  conscious,  to  give  expression  to 
the  profound  feeling  with  which  every  heart  of  our  assembled 
companions  responds  to.  the  stirring  sentiment.  But  how  shall  I 
attempt  to  choose,  in  the  brief  compass  the  occasion  allows,  from 
the  multitudinous  thoughts  that  crowd  the  mind  ?  Our  first  com- 
mander, the  illustrious  General  whose  fame  has  grown  to  fill  the 
world  !  Nay,  more  !  Our  old  band  of  the  Tennessee  was  his  first 
army  !  What  honorable  memories  of  old  association,  you,  com- 
panions, may  now  recall  ! 

How  splendid  was  your  entrance  on  the  scene  of  arms  !  The 
anxious  eye  of  the  North  had  long  been  fixed  intently  on  the 
Eastern  theatre,  almost  unconscious  of  the  new -formed  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  and  its  unknown  General.  Suddenly  there  fell  on 
the  startled  ear  the  roar  of  3-our  fight  at  Donelson,  and  your  chief- 
tain's victorious  cry, — which  waked  the  country's  heart  to  ecstacy, 
and  rung,  like  a  prophetic  knell,  the  doom  our  army  of  salvation 
bore  to  rebels — "  Nothing  but  unconditional  surrender." 

Then,  but  a  few  days  later,  there  burst  at  Shiloh,  on  his  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  the  flame  and  fury  of  the  first  great  field  fight 
of  the  war.  In  desperate  doubt,  the  nightfall  of  the  bloody  day 
closed  on  the  unequal  struggle.  Higher,  then,  rose  the  iron  reso- 
lution of  that  great  commander  !  Urged  by  cautious  counsel  to 
prepare  a  way  for  retreat,  with  trust  in  your  valor,  he  gave  the 
characteristic  answer,  "  I  have  not  despaired  of  whipping  them 
yet."     And   loyally,   on  the   morrow,    was  he   vindicated    in  that 
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reliance,  as  he  rode  before  his  soldiery,  driving  the  enemy  over 
the  victorious  field. 

How  darkly  comes  back  in  recollection,  the  long  and  dismal 
toil  in  the  pestilential  swamps  before  impregnable  Vicksburg! 
The  sky  was  overhung  in  gloom,  and  the  soaked  earth  sunk  under 
the  foot.  Unlit  by  the  flash  of  powder,  unheralded  by  the  noise 
of  arms,  in  miserable  darkness,  the  last  enemy  irresistibly  plied 
his  fatal  work,  changing  the  river  levees — where  only  was  solid 
ground  for  burial — into  tombs  for  our  trebly-decimated  ranks. 
Then,  again,  new  light  broke  from  his  troubled  genius  on  the  scene, 
and  displayed  the  possil)le  path  for  valor.  Breaking  past  the 
rebel  battlements,  and  across  the  great  river,  he  flung  our  army 
into  the  midst  of  the  hostile  host,  like  a  mighty  gladiator  sur- 
rounded by  his  foes,  choosing  no  escape  but  in  victory.  There, 
with  fiery  zest,  in  fierce  rapidity  he  smote  the  foe  the  crushing 
strokes  of  Port  Gibson,  Raymond,  Jackson,  Champion  Hills  and 
Black  River,  and  seized  the  doomed  city  with  the  imrelenting 
grasp  of  his  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  And  when,  on  the  new 
birthday  of  the'  repul)lic,  her  flag  shook  out  its  beautiful  folds 
above  the  ramparts  of  that  boasted  citadel,  the  territory  of  revolt 
was  finally  split  in  twain,  the  backbone  of  rebellion  was  broken. 

Such,  in  a  glance,  is  your  splendid  story,  companions,  under  our 
first  commander! 

He  and  his  Army  of  the  Tennessee  entered  on  the  page  of  his- 
tory together.  Together  they  achieved  the  first  great  prophetic 
triumphs  for  the  Union;  together  they  followed  and  fought  her 
enemies  from  field  to  field,  pushing  our  advancing  arms  in  steady 
career  toward  the  Gulf.  Nor  were  their  eftbrts  for  our  country 
disunited,  until,  having  dismembered  the  vast  rebellion,  the  begin- 
ning of  its  utter  downfall  had  been  seen. 

Guided  by  his  genius,  your  army  had  learned  to  fight  only  to 
conquer.  Parted  from  him,  it  forgot  not  the  teaching.  Its  march 
and  war  struck  every  revolted  State  save  two,  but  never  General 
anywhere  lamented  over  its  retreat  from  the  field  of  arms.  Joy- 
fully may  we  point  to  that  exalted  fame,  which,  risiiig  like  a 
pinnacle  of  the  Alps,  breaks  through  the  firmament  above  to 
carry  up  the  name  of  the  unconquered  Grant;  for  it  is  our  felicity, 
that  on  the  solid  base  from  which  it  lifts,  history  has  written 
the  proud  legend  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  which  never 
shunned,  and  never  lost,  a  battle  with  its  foes. 
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Jpined  to  it  by  such  a  story,  and  especially  when  so  assembled, 
hjis  old  associates  and  soldiers  in  war,  we  may  rightfully,  without 
censure  and  without  adulation,  claim  and  speak  the  just  measure 
of  his  merit  and  renow^n.  Nor  shall  his  presence  deny  that  satis- 
faction to  us.  His  reputation  is  not  his,  not  even  his  countrj^'s, 
alone;  it  is,  in  part,  our  peculiar  possession.  We,  who  fought  to 
aid  its  rising,  may  well  rejoice  in  its  meridian  splendor. 

The  foundations  of  his  title  are  deep  laid  and  safe.  There  was 
reaction  in  the  minds  of  our  people  after  the  intense  strain  of  war, 
and  man}'  distracting  subjects  for  attention.  But  with  regained 
composure  and  reflection,  his  rej^utation  augments,  and  its  found- 
ations more  and  more  plainly  appear  irremovably  fixed  for 
lasting  duration.  The}'  spring  not  from  merely  having  enjoyed 
possession  of  the  honors  of  place  and  power,  which  his  country- 
men have  bestowed;  others  have  had  them  too.  They  lie  not 
specially  on  his  shining  courage  and  personal  conduct  before  the 
enemy,  who  was  never  outdone  in  calm  intrepidity;  nor  in  the 
splendid  daring  with  which  he  ever  urged  the  battle  he  immedi- 
ately ordered;  though  long  these  will  live  in  song  and  story. 
Beyond  the  warrior's  distinction — which  was  his  early  glory — his 
i§  the  true  genius  of  the  General.  The  strategic  learning  of  the 
military  art  was  to  him  a  simple  implement,  like  colors  and  brush 
to  a  Raphael,  not  fetters  to  the  mind.  How  like  a  weapon  in  a 
giant's  hand,  did  he  wield  the  vast  aggregations  of  soldiery, 
whose  immensity  oppressed  so  many  minds!  How  easily  moved 
his  divisions,  yet  how  firm  the  place  of  all!  How  every  soldier 
came  to  feel  his  participation  a  direct  contribution  to  the  general 
success!  And  when,  at  length,  his  merit  won  the  government  of 
the  entire  military  pt/wer  of  the  North,  how  perfect  became,  with- 
out noise  or  friction,  the  co-pptration  of  every  army,  of  every 
strength  throughout  the  wide  territory  of  the  war,  toward  the 
common  end!  Subordinate  every  will  and  jealous  soul,  the  pro- 
found military  wisdom  of  the  capital,  even,  to  the  clear  purpose 
and  comprehensive  grasp  of  the  one  commanding  mind!  Then 
|iow  rapidly  crumbled  on  every  side  the  crushed  revolt!  Where 
shall  we  find,  in  past  records,  tlie  tale  of  such  a  struggle,  so 
enormous  in  extent,  so  nearly  matched  at  the  outset,  so  desper- 
ately contested,  so  effectively  decided!  Through  what  a  course 
of  uninterrupted  victory  did  he  proceed  from  the  earliest  engage- 
ments to  a  complete  dominion  of  the  vast  catastrophe! 
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vSpare,  in  pity,  the  poor  brain  wliich  cannot  see,  in  this  career, 
more  than  a  dogged  pertinacity!  Out  upon  the  unjust  prejudice 
wliich  will  consciously  disparage  the  true  meed  of  genius!  Leave 
it  where  his  reliant  silence  leaves  it!  Leave  it  to  history!  Leave 
it  to  the  world ! 

But  in  the  great  cause,  so  well  understood,  and  the  great  results 
to  men,  so  well  accomplished,  the  basis  of  his  renown  is  justly 
broadened.  For  the  salvation  of  this  government  of  freedom  for 
mankind,  we  took  uj)  arms.  When  liberty  was  safe,  they  were 
laid  again  down.  Risen  to  the  highest  seat  of  power,  he  has 
descended  as  a  citizen,  of  equal  raidc  with  all.  This  goes  to  the 
soul  of  American  liberty,  ennobling  individual  citizenship  above 
all  servants  in  office.  His  is  indeed  the  noblest  grandeur  of  man- 
hood, who  can  rise  from  the  grasp  of  over-topping  power  above 
the  ambition  of  self,  to  exalt  the  ambition  of  humanity;  denying 
the  spoils  of  the  brief  time  to  the  lasting  guerdon  of  immortal 
honor. 

The  judgment  of  immediate  contemporaries  has  been  apt  to  rise 
too  high  or  fall  too  low.  But  let  not  detraction  or  calumny  mis- 
lead. They  have  ever  been  the  temporal  accompaniments  of 
human  greatness.  That  glory  cannot  rise  beyond  the  clouds  which 
passes  not  through  the  clouds.  We  may  confidently  accept  the 
jutigment  of  the  world.  It  has  been  unmistakably  delivered.  But 
lately,  as  he  has  pressed  his  wandering  course  about  the  round 
earth,  mankind  have  evervwhcre  bowed  in  homage  at  iiis  coming, 
as  the  ancient  devotees  of  the  East  fell  before  the  sun  at  his  rising. 
These  honors  were  not  paid  to  his  person,  which  was  unknown; 
they  were  not  paid  to  his  country,  for  which  he  went  on  no  errand, 
and  whose  representative  never  had  the  like  before;  they  were 
not  paid  to  him  as  to  some  potentate  of  a  people,  for  he  journeyed 
not  as  a  man  in  power.  They  have  been  the  willing  prostration 
of  mortality  before  a  glory  imperishable! 

His  memory  shall,  indeed,  be  in  the  line  of  the  heroes  ot  war, 
but  distinctive,  and  apart  from  the  greater  number.  Not  with 
the  kind  of  Alexander,  who  ravaged  the  earth  to  add  to  mere 
dominion;  nor  of  Belisarius,  who  but  fed  the  greedy  craving  ot  an 
imperial  beast  of  prey;  not  with  Marlborough,  Eugene,  Welling- 
ton, who  played  the  parts  set  them  by  the  craft  of  diplomacy;  not 
with  the  Napoleons,  who  chose  "to  wade  through  slaughter  to 
a    throne,    and   shut  the  gates  of  mercv   on   mankind;''  not  with 
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Cajsar,  who  would  have  put  the  ambitious  hand  of  arms  on  the 
dehcate  fabric  of  constitutional  freedom;  America  holds  a  higher 
place  in  the  congregation  of  glory  for  her  heroes  of  liberty,  where 
sits,  in  expectation,  her  majestic  Washington.  In  nobler  ambition 
than  the  gaining  of  empire,  they  have  borne  their  puissant  arms 
for  the  kingdom  of  man,  where  liberty  reigneth  forever.  From 
the  blood  poured  out  in  their  warfare,  sweet  incense  rose  to  heaven, 
and  angels  soothed,  with  honorable  pride,  the  tears  which  sorrow 
started  for  the  dead. 

Home  again,  now,  our  first  commander,  after  the  journey  of  the 
world.  Here,  here  again  we  greet  him  at  our  social  board,  where, 
with  recurring  years,  we  regale  on  the  deeper-ripening  memories 
of  our  soldiership  for  freedom.  Partakers  of  the  labors,  the  perils, 
the  triumphs,  which  were  the  beginnings  of  his  glorj-,  we  join 
now,  with  exultation,  in  the  welcoming  honors  by  which  his 
grateful  countrymen  tell  their  foreknowledge  of  the  immortality 
of  his  renow'n. 

Long  and  many  be  the  years,  illustrious  leader,  before  your 
hour  of  departure  comes!  Green  and  vigorous  be  your  age,  unde- 
cayed  every  faculty  of  mind  and  sense,  in  full  fruition  of  the  w^ell- 
earned  joys  of  life;  happy  in  the  welfare  of  your  native  land,  the 
love  of  }our  countrymen,  the  admiration  of  the  world! 

It  would  be  difficult  to  fully  portray  the  scene  following  the 
conclusion  of  Colonel  Vilas'  response.  The  entire  banquet  partv 
arose  to  its  feet,  and  the  hall  resounded  with  cheer  upon  cheer, 
and  each  individual  seemed  to  contest,  with  marks  of  appreciation, 
till  Colonel  Vilas  was  compelled  again  to  rise,  standing  in  his 
chair,  while  hearty  cheers  were  giicn.  Rarely  has  such  elo- 
quence been  observed,  and  never  in  the  history  of  oin'  Society. 

As  the  applause  gradually  subsided.  General  Sherman  arose 
once  more  and  said: 

Gentlemen: — I  ask  you  to  be  quiet  because  we  will  all  have 
time  to  say  to  Colonel  Vilas  what  we  think  of  him.  [Laughter.] 
Before  announcing  the  fifth  regular  toast,  I  am  sorr}'  to  say  that 
General  Sheridan  is  prevented  from  being  present  to-night  by  ill- 
ness. His  physician  will  not  allow  him  to  attend.  He  came  out 
yesterday,  against  the  advice  of  friends  and  against  the  advice  of 
his  physician,  and  that  deprives  him  of  the  honor  and  j^leasure  of 
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being-  here  to-night,  but  General   Schofield    will   respond  in   his 
name. 

Fifth  Toast  —  ■•'  The  Army  of  the    United  States.^'' 

Response  by  General  Schofield,  who  said: 

Mk.  President  and  Gentlemen: 

In  the  absence  of  the  distinguished  Lieutenant-General, 
whose  proper  place  it  was  to  respond  to  this  toast,  I  will  detain 
you  but  a  moment  to  g-ive  expression  to  a  single  thought  in  respect 
to  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  The  military  systenr  of  any 
country  is  determined  not  alone  by  its  international  relations  but 
by  its  own  political  institutions.  The  Army  of  the  United  States 
must  needs  be  complex  in  its  organization,  corresponding  to  the 
complexity  of  our  political  system.  Experience  has  shown  us  the 
need  of  a  small  standing  army  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the 
National  Government,  and  each  State  needs  in  its  turn  a  well- 
organized  permanent  force  of  militia  to  maintain  its  own  authority 
and  support  its  government  in  the  enforcement  of  its  laws. 
[iVpj^lause  ]  Behind  all  this,  and  as  the  substratum  of  the  entire 
institution,  constituting  the  great  body  of  the  army,  are  the  arms- 
bearing  citizen-soldiers  of  the  country.  This,  gentlemen,  is  the 
army  of  the  Constitution,  and  this  I  regard  as  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  a  system  born  of  our  political  institutions, 
and  one  which  it  is  our  duty  to  perfect  and  prepare  for  any  emer- 
gency which  may  call  it  into  action.  Let  us  then,  instead  of 
amusing  ourselves  with  new-fangled  notions  about  the  organiza- 
tion of  some  other  kind  of  force,  set  ourselves  diligently  to  work 
to  perfect  a  sj'stem  that  is  founded  upon  the  Constitution  of  our 
country.  [Applause.]  And,  above  all,  let  us  hear  in  mind  that, 
whether  we  lie  members  of  the  little  regular  army  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  small  organized  militia  force  of  the  several  States, 
or  whether  we  belong  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  from  whom 
the  armies  of  the  Union  are  to  spring  in  time  of  need,  we  are  all 
parts  of  the  same  harmonious  system, — we  all  belong  to  the  army 
of  the  United  States.      [x\pplause.] 

Music,  Song, —  Benny  Haven.    Oh! 

General  Sherman,  in  his  next  introduction,  said: 
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Gentlemen: — Before  announcing  the  sixth  reguhir  toast,  I 
must  again  report  the  absence  of  Secretary  Thompson,  who  was 
to  respond  to  this  toast,  according  to  the  printed  card  which  1 
hold  in  my  hand.  But  I  take  great  pleasure  in  having  to-night 
very  near  me  one  who  represents  the  navy — born  in  the  navy, 
reared  in  the  nav3^  I  have  no  doubt  if  you  would  take  off  his 
boots  you'd  find  .him  web-footed.  [Great  laughter.]  And  more- 
over, gentlemen,  although  a  comparatively  young  liian,  he  was 
here  in  Chicago  before  most  of  you  were  born.  He  was  here 
when  there  was  a  post  here  called  Fort  Dearborn  and  only  four 
hundred  citizens,  namclv,  in  the  year  1835.  Now  you  can  make 
your  own  comparisons.  [Laughter.]  His  name  is  Admiral  Thomas 
H.  Stevens,  and  I  introduce  him  with  great  pleasure  to  respond; 
and  announce  the 

Sixth  Toast: — "  The  A^avyT 

Response  bv  Admiral   Stevens,  who  said: 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades  of  the  Armv  of  the  Ten- 
nessee: 

For  such  have  I  not  the  privilege  to  claim  you  and  every 
soldier  who  fought  for  the  Union  and  the  flag  ?  I  come  to-night 
the  representative  of  the  nav-y  of  the  United  States  to  tender  to 
you  and  your  illustrious  commanders  its  hearty  congratulations 
upon  the  occasion  of  your  annual  reunion,  and  to  join  you  in 
welcoming  back  to  the  soil  of  the  republic,  after  a  series  of  ova- 
tions in  his  journey  around  the  world  such  as  no  man  of  ancient 
or  modern  times  has  received  from  foreign  potentates  and  people, 
the  most  illustrious  citizen  of  the  republic,  and  the  first  com- 
mander of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  upon  this  august  and 
memorable  occasion. 

It  is  a  m:.tter  to  me  of  sincere  regret  that  this  humble  duty 
could  not  have  fallen  to  some  more  distinguished  and  worthy 
representative  of  the  service  to  which  I  belong.  But  I  am,  never- 
theless, able  to  express  the  sentiment  and  feeling  of  the  entire 
navy  when  I  say  that  when  such  leaders  as  Grant,  and  Sherman, 
and  Sheridan,  and  other  illustrious  leaders  and  heroes  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  point  the  way,  the  navy  will  not  be  back- 
ward in  coming  forward. 

I  am  here,  too,  in  a  twofold  capacity,  for,  as  a  resident  of  Chicago 
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at  a  time  when  the  deer  walked  unaffrighted  through  its  now 
magnificent  streets  of  stores  and  pahxces,  I  can  enter  with  hearty 
spirit  in  tlie  splendid  welcome  this  marvelous  city  has  extended 
to  the  man  whom  all  hearts  delight  to  honor. 

Admiral  Stevens  received  close  attention  and  applause  as  he 
concluded. 

Music  by  the  Band. 

Seventh  Toast: — "■  The  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  ihe  Mexican 
Warr 

Response  by  Leoxaiid   Swett,  who  spoke  as  follows: 

JNIk.  President  and  Gentlemen : 

Patriotism,  in  the  long  history  of  man,  has  l)een  the  orna- 
ment of  the  ages.  The  Greeks  honored  above  all  those  who  fell 
at  Marathon,  Salamis,  and  Platiua,  and  gave  the  State,  as  to  its 
control,  and  the  laurel  wreath,  the  emblem  of  undying  I\mie.  to 
those  who  survived. 

Ditlce  et  decorum  est  pro  pair  la  viori  is  the  sweetest  Latin  line, 
and  nearly  two  thousand  years  after  it  was  penned  was  repeated 
by  General  Warren  when  urged  not  to  exjDose  his  life  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Patriotism,  the  heroic  plant  of  the  ages,  thrives  where  glory  is 
recognized  and  heroism  is  honored,  but  droops  and  declines  as 
honor  ami  self-sacrifice  are  unheeded  and  forgotten.  Without 
self-sacrifice  there  can  be  no  state,  and  w^ithout  the  honorable 
recognition  which  heroism  merits,  it  is  rarely  found  and  never 
abides. 

This  is  a  feast  of  patriotism.  Nearly  fifteen  years  after  the 
great  war,  all  its  rivalries  and  jealousies  forgotten,  upon  the  return 
of  Ulysses  from  his  wanderings,  this  great  feast  is  spread.  Here 
we  recognize  the  heroism  of  the  living  and  honor  the  memory  of 
tlie  dead.  Here  we  cultivate  and  exchange  good  cheer,  here  we 
rekindle  patriotic  love,  and  here  consecrate  ourselves  anew  to  the 
preservation  and  glory  of  our  common  country. 

After  all  honor  to  the  gallant  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under 
whose  ausjoices  we  assemble,  our  thoughts  widen  and  enlarge,  and 
wherever  in  American  history  lieroism  has  been  displayed,  we 
are  here  to  recognize  and   honor  it.      Speaking  in  memory  of  the 
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officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Mexican  war,  I  shall  not  contrast  their 
patriotism  with  that  of  the  army  in  the  great  war,  for  patriotism, 
like  gold,  is  always  the  same  pure  metal  and  of  the  same  valuco 
In  the  main,  too,  I  shall  speak,  not  of  the  living,  but  of  the  dead; 
and  measuring  the  value  of  their  services,  I  shall  consider  our 
country,  not  as  we  received  the  heritage  from  the  fathers,  but  a 
new  empire,  as  large  as  England,  France,  Germany,  and  Italy 
combined,  and  added  to  our  country  b}^  their  weary  marches,  their 
battles,  and  their  death. 

In  the  heroic  glare  of  the  great  war,  and  because  of  the  impor- 
tant and  absorbing  questions  precipitated  upon  the  country,  this 
generation  has  forgotten  the  marches  in  the  burning,  scorching 
heat  of  Mexico,  the  privations  endured,  and  the  vast  empire 
acquired. 

No  country,  since  the  history  of  man,  ever  acquired  by  war  ter- 
ritory so  essential  to  its  destiny,  or  wealth  of  mineral  resources  so 
unbounded,  or  an  empire  so  magnificent  and  grand. 

Formerly  Texas  and  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska, 
with  a  line  thence  along  Southern  Oregon  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
constituted  our  western  boundary.  By  the  Mexican  war  we 
acquired  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Colorado,  Utah,  California,  and 
Nevada, — more  than  500,000  square  miles.  Before  1873  our  peo- 
ple had  taken  from  them  about  $1,=^ 00,000,000  of  silver  and  gold. 
Europe  already  pays  tribute  of  her  precious  metal  for  the  surplus 
food  there  produced;  and  because  of  this  empire  and  this  wealth, 
and  its  ownership  by  a  people  commercially  upright,  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  stands  in  the 
very  foremost  rank. 

In  the  valleys  of  this  vast  empire  countless  herds  find  richest 
pasturage  and  shelter  in  its  groves.  Here  a  warm  sun  brings 
the  pink  to  the  peach,  the  green  to  the  melon,  and  the  purple  to 
the  plum  and  grape.  It  is  the  land  of  boundless  pasturage,  and 
of  the  perfection  of  the  fruit  and  of  the  vine,  the  France  and  Italy 
of  America,  and  the  Ophir  and  the  garden  of  the  world. 

Here  in  caverns  vast  and  times  unknown,  but  having  all  the 
future  in  his  mighty  purposes;  here  in  great  furnaces  and  forges 
Vulcan  never  rivaled  nor  the  thoughts  of  man  conceived,  con- 
cealing in  floods  of  lava  and  clouds  of  smoke  the  secrets  of  His 
handiwork,  midst  fire  and  earthquakes,  with  thunder  echoing  and 
in  great  upheaval,  here  God  made  His  precious  jewels.  His  silver 
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and  His  gold,  and  locked  them  in  the  rocks  of  the  mountains  for 
the  peoples  of  the  twentieth  century — the  fourth  era  of  man — and 
for  the  civilization  and  lifting  up  of  all  mankind. 

To-day  this  wonderful  land  may  be  the  home  of  the  savage  and 
the  lantl  unknown,  but  in  the  next  century  it  will  blossom  like  the 
rose.  The  white  cottages  of  the  villagers  and  the  churches  with 
their  spires  will  dot  its  slopes;  the  buzzing  spindles  and  the  whirl- 
ing wheels  of  industry  will  be  heard;  the  rolling  train  will  climb 
its  mountains,  and  the  whistle  echo  in  its  glens;  the  rustling  corn 
and  waving  grain  cover  its  valleys;  and  teeming  millions,  thickly 
compacted  as  in  New  England  now,  will  then  occupy  and  pos- 
sess the  land  to  the  verj-  borders  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

But  where  are  they,  the  heroes  of  the  burning  march  and  the 
smooth-bore  gun  and  cannon,  who  purchased  by  their  valor  and 
with  their  blood  this  goodly  heritage?  Where  are  Scott  and  the 
"Rough-and-Ready"  of  the  Rio  Grande.''  Where  are  Worth,  and 
Wool,  and  Qiiitman,  and  Cadwallader,  and  Shields!  Where  are 
Hardin,  and  Baker,  and  Bissell,  and  all  their  glorious  companions.'' 
Where  are  Harney  and  May,  and  the  troopers  whose  flint-lock 
pistols  and  sabres  flashed  as  they  charged  at  Palo  Alto  and  Vera 
Cruz?  Or  they  who  stormed  Chepultepec  and  marched  in  tri- 
umph on  the  causeways  to  the  very  halls  of  Montezuma?  Some, 
like  our  great  and  honored  guest,  lived  to  renew  their  services;  and 
with  immortal  fame.  Some  with  whitened  locks  and  bent  forms 
jet  remain,  but  the  great  body  of  the  army,  officer  and  soldier,  is 
dead.  Where  the  tall  grasses  of  Palo  Alto  and  Rcsaca  de  la 
Palma  grow  on  the  lines  of  march,  by  the  hills  of  Monterey,  on 
the  plains  of  Buena  Vista,  wherever  arms  clashed  and  "the  bat- 
tle's wreck  lay  thickest,"  there  they  sleep,  and  there  they  will 
sleep  to  abide  the  final  destiny  of  the  race. 

To  the  living  soldiers  of  the  war  memory  unrolls  the  great  pano- 
rama of  the  past,  and  the  scenes  and  actors  stand  before  him  as 
men  and  mountains  on  the  canvas — youth,  with  its  warm  com- 
panionship and  love,  the  pomp  and  spectacle  of  war,  sharp  moun- 
tain peaks  above  the  storm  line  high  in  the  air,  blue  as  the  bluest 
sky,  snow-c.api^ed  and  ice-clad  in  the  tropic  heat,  and  silent  as  the 
night;  the  burning  heat,  the  weary  march,  the  pale,  patient  face, 
as  the  soldier  sat  under  the  orange  tree  or  the  palm,  wounded  or 
spent  by  the  march,  or  lying  on  his  bed  of  sickness  or  of  death. 
Memory  will  not  avaunt,  but  holds  even  here  reunion  with  the 
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dead.  Even  in  this  fairy  scene  of  flashing  hghts  and  eloquence, 
of  music  and  of  flowers,  the  deep-mouthed  guns  of  the  Castle  of 
San  Juan  D'Ulloa  again  are  roaring  in  his  ears,  and  the  friends  of 
the  days  gone  by  rise  up  and  smile,  and  call  and  beckon  to  him 
from  the  other  shore.  Nor  did  they  die  in  vain.  The  soldier's 
life  is  not  for  himself.  His  riches  do  not  lie  in  the  wealth  of  cat- 
tle, or  of  credits,  or  of  bonds,  but  in  the  magnitude  of  his. self- 
sacrifice. 

His  not  to  reason  why, 

Kis  but  to  do  and  die. 

He  buries  all  his  fears,  he  surrenders  all  his  hopes,  he  invites 
disease,  and  rushes  even  upon  death,  that  all  he  loses  others  may  en- 
joy. England,  France,  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  "were  brought 
out  of  darkness  into  a  higher  life  through  'ages  of  bloodshed  and 
war.  They  who  sleep  under  the  tall  grasses  of  Mexico  pur- 
chased with  their  lives  an  empire  sweet  and  fresh  as  when  it  came 
from  the  creating  hand  of  God,  and  gave  it  as  a  memorial  offering 
to  their  countrymen.  Its  blessing  they  can  never  enjoy,  but  the 
millions  of  the  twentieth  century  will  embellish  and  adorn  it  with 
all  the  flowers  of  a  Christian  civilization,  and,  as  the  world  marches 
to  the  ultimate  development  of  mankind,  these  silent  heroes  will 
rise  from  their  graves  and  live  in  the  hearts  of  a  irrateful  pos- 
terity. 

Ekjmth  Toast: — "77/6  nicDwry  of  ATcPherson^  />tair  a7tJ  all  of 
o7ir  Heroic  DcadT 

Drink  standing  and  in  silence. 

The  President,  in  announcing  the  toast,  desired  all  present  to 
respond  during  the  playing  of  a  dirge,  by  standing,  as  the  toast 
was  in  tribute  to  our  own  McPherson,  Blair  and  heroic  dead  whom 
we  love.     The  scene  was  an  impressive  one. 

The  President  then  following  said: 

Gentlemen: — Our  next  toast  also  calls  for  a  response  by  an 
absentee.  General  Garfield.  I  know  you  all  regret  his  absence, 
but  another  member  of  that  same  Army  of  the  Cumberland  has 
undertaken  to  reply.  Before  calling  on  him,  however,  with  your 
consent,  I  will  read  two  short  letters,  received  by  me  since  sitting 
at  this  table  to-night  from  General  Garfield  himself;  and  read  the 
followinof: 
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Mkntor,  O.,  Novemhey  10,  1S70. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman. 
Chicago,  III.  : 
Dear  General; — I  am  greatly  disappointed  at  not  being  able  to  meet  you 
in  Chicago  as  I  had   hoped  to  do,  but   I  find  it  impossible.     I  inclose  a   letter 
which  I  liave  drafted  as  a  telegram  inviting  your  Society  to  meet  us  at  Wash- 
ington.     I  ha\e  sent  a  copy  also  to  Washington,  so  as  to  be  sure  to  reach  you. 
With  kindest  regards,  I  am,  as  ever. 

Your  friend, 

J.  A.  Garfield. 


Washington,  November   12,  lS7f>. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

President  Society  of  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  sends  fraternal  greeting  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  assembled  at  Chicago,  cordially  inviting  them  to 
attend  our  reunion  at  V/ashington,  on  the  19th  and  20th  of  November,  1879. 
Sixteen  years  ago,  marching  from  the  scenes  of  your  victories  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, you  met  us  at  Chattanooga,  where  our  united  armies  presented  to  the 
imperiled  nation  the  glorious  victory  of  Missionary  Ridge.. 

To-day  we  invite  you  to  come  again  from  the  great  West  and  meet  us,  not 

now  for  battle,  but  to  join  in  unveiling  and  presenting  to  the  redeemed   nation 

tlie    statue   of  our   beloved   commander,    tliat   patriot   and    hero  of    immortal 

memory,  George  II.  Thomas. 

James  A.  Garfield. 

Thomas  L.  Young, 

A.  McD.  McCooK." 

Committee  on  Tit-'i tatinu. 

And  he  tlicn  announced  the 

Ninth  Toast; — "77/e  Army  of  the  Cuiubcrland  ami  its 
Leader — The  Roclc  of  Chickamau^a : — Their  glory  can  never 
fade."' 

Response  by  Colonel  W.  C.  Wilson. 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades: 

It  was  a  custom  of  the  ancient  Greeks  to  celebrate  the^^rcat 
achievements  of  their  armies  by  Olympic  i^ames,  and  at  public 
festivals  to  crown  their  grand  commanders  with  laurel.  Rome 
following  the  same  beautiful  custom,  decreed  to  the  armies  of  the' 
republic  and  their  commanders  triumphal  processions  in  which 
were  displayed  the  spoils  of  war,  and  captive  slaves  take4i  in  battle. 
Free  America,  still  following  up  the  custom,  looks  to  the  result 
of  the  victories  of  their  great  armies,  and  the  devotion  of  their 
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great  commanders,  and  as  that  result  tends  to  extend  freedom  and 
perpetuate  j^ublic  liberty,  gives  to  them  the  ovation  of  the  nation- 
al heart.  Viewed  in  this  light,  the  grand  achievements  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland;  the  grand  achievements  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee;  the  grand  achievements  of  the  Army  of  the 
James;  the  grand  achievements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  can 
only  be  read  in  the  light  of  the  advancement  of  civil  liberty; 
[applause,]  for  the  chief  glory,  the  full  eminence  and  majesty  of 
the  grand  armies  that  suppressed  the  rebellion,  can  onl}-  be  under- 
stood by  him  vv^ho  is  acquainted  w^ith  the  efforts  of  man  to  estab- 
lish self-government  throughout  the  world,  and  with  the  progress 
of  liberty  and  emancij^ation  in  America.  How  deeply  interesting 
is  the  history  of  the  progress  of  self-government.  Liberty  has 
had  a  fearful  struggle  from  the  dawn  of  creation  to  the  present 
hour.  Yet  what  triumphs  are  presented  to  view^.  What  visions 
of  grandeur  and  shame;  what  mournful  and  sad  spectacles  alter- 
nately arise.  Crowns  and  scaffolds;  heroes  and  dungeons;  fagots 
and  royalty;  peace  and  w^ar — the  good,  the  brave  and  the  bigot, 
— still  liberty  in  the  contest  has  always  been  uppermost  w^hen  she 
had  brave  commanders,  with  true  hearts  to  defend  her  rights.  It 
was  liberty  that  enabled  Washington  to  lead  our  armies  through 
the  terrible  sufferings  of  Valley  Forge.  It  was  liberty  engraved 
upon  the  hearts  of  the  people  that  laid  the  foundation  for  our 
Constitution,  [applause,]  but  that  Constitution  was  not  afterwards 
interpreted  in  the  light  of  liberty — and  because  it  was  not  inter- 
preted as  a  free  constitution,  liberty  had  to  take  another  forward 
step,  and  it  required  Grant  and  Sherman,  Sheridan  and  Thomas, 
and  their  grand  armies  composed  of  loyal  people  to  open  the  way 
to  definitely  and  forever  establish  a  free  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution  by  the  amendments  abolishing  slavery.  This  differ- 
ence in  interpretation  brought  conflict — a  conflict  of  force  on  one 
side  and  freedom  on  the  other;  and  when  force  failed  to  secure 
its  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  its  representatives  withdrew 
from  the  Union,  appealed  to  the  sword  and  endeavored  to  found 
a  confederacy  based  on  slavery.  Then  was  witnessed  a  scene 
which  in  grandeur  has  never  been  surpassed  in  the  annals  of  the 
world;  then  was  witnessed  that  reverence  for  law,  respect  for 
order  and  for  liberty,  which  was  impressed  upon  the  hearts  of 
the  people  by  the  founders  of  the  government;  then  was  w^it- 
nessed  all  that  was  grand  in  patriotism,  in  valor,  in  heroism — dis- 
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played  upon  a  hundred  crimson  battlefields  of  the  Union;  then 
sprang  forth  the  grand  armies  of  the  Union — the  leader  and  the 
soldier.  Blessings  and  honors  rest  with  the  living — sweet  and 
loved  be  the  memories  of  the  dead. 

And  I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  first  gun  that  was  fired  in  the 
defence  of  liberty  in  the  great  struggle  of  the  rebellion  was  fired 
by  the  order  of  the  first  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, and  it  is  with  sorrow  that  I  observe  that  some  men  in  this 
da}^  and  since  his  death,  cruelly  seek  to  destroy  his  fair  fame.  I 
refer  to  General  Anderson,  and  I  admire  the  courage  of  that 
noble  woman,  his  wife,  who  stamps  with  the  seal  of  untruthful- 
ness, the  assaults  upon  his  loyalty.  General  Anderson  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  by  the 
distinguished  President  of  the  evening,  General  Sherman,  then 
came  Buel  and  Rosecrans,  and  then,  that  glorious  old  hero,  George 
II.  Thomas,  [apiDlause,]  who  to  his  army  was  by  day  a  pillar  of 
cloud  and  by  night  a  pillar  of  fire.  No  one  ever  looked  into  the 
face  of  old  Pap  Thomas  and  failed  to  see  delineated  therein  the 
soul  of  an  honest  man — a  firm,  kind  and  resolute  commander.  His 
was  a  beautiful  character.  His  heart  was  as  tender  and  gentle 
as  a  maiden's  and  as  bold  and  daring  as  a  Numidian  lion.  He 
bore  his  honors  and  his  duties  meekly,  but  he  bore  them  firmly. 
Pericles,  when  defending  the  Athenian  Senate — Ca?sar,  when  he 
thrust  from  himself  the  crown — Burk,  when  he  stood  in  the  House 
of  Commons  and  pleaded  for  American  freedom — Webster  in  the 
Senate,  when  he  rescued  the  Constitution  from  its  enemy  and 
opposers,  accomplished  no  grander  achievement  than  Thomas, 
when  he  planted  his  back  against  the  eternal  rock  of  Chickamauga 
and  said,  ^'here  I  will  stand."  Blessed  be  his  memory — may  its 
tender  recollections  endure  forever — and  it  will  endure  so  long  as 
that  same  spirit  of  liberty  which  actuated  the  armies  wdiich  he 
led  finds  a  lodgment  in  the  hearts  of  the  American  people. 

One  other  feature  of  his  character  I  desire  to  allude,  and  will 
detain  you  no  longer.  Thomas  came  to  the  country  from  \''irginia, 
and  it  might  be  presumed  by  some  that  he  was  instilled  with  the 
peculiar  notions  that  belong  to  a  people  who  live  south  of  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line,  but  he  acknowledged  no  allegiance  to  his  State, 
which  did  not  yield  to  the  greater  and  grander  allegiance  to  the 
whole  and  entire  country,  [prolonged  cheers,]  and  I  declare  to 
you,   my  comrades,   that  the  soldier  in  the  army,  or  the  citizen  in 
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private  life,  who  enjoys  the  benefits  of  our  National  Constitution, 
ought  not  to  suffer  any  little  State  pride  to  interfere  with  his  true 
allegiance  to  the  National  Government.  At  last  we  have  come  to 
recognize  the  grand  proportions  of  a  Nation,  and  under  the  bless- 
ings of  peace  may  we  not  anticipate  that  the  time  will  come  when, 
by  the  action  of  the  whole  people,  within  their  own  appropriate 
sphere,  all  men  of  all  conditions  and  of  all  races,  will  freely  and 
unmolested  participate  in  the  duties  of  the  Government,  and 
ecpudly  enjoy  and  discharge  the  highest  rights  of  citizenship. 
With  these  remarks,  I  thank  you,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen. 

This  response  received  marked  attention  and  deserved  consid- 
eration throughout  by  the  entire  party,  and  Colonel  Wilson  was 
frequently  interrupted  l)y  applause.  It  ranks  with  the  best  of 
the  evening. 

Music  by  the  Ixmd. 

Tkntii  Toast: — "  The  Army  of  th'-  Potomac;  it  foui^lit  witJi 
persistent  valor^  and  achieved  victory  and  undying'  fame.'''' 

Response  by  General   Woodford. 

Introducing  General  Woodford,  the  President  said: 
I  invite  our  Army  of  the  Tennessee  especially,  and  all  friends, 
to  convince  our  Eastern  friends  that  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
had  hearts  big  enough  to  take  in  all  our  comrades  of  all  armies. 

General  Woodford  spoke  as  follow's: 

Ml{.    PrESIDEXT,   AND    CoMRADES    OK    THE    O  \  I-;     AkMN'     ()!•     THE 

Umox: 

All  great  armies,  like  strong  men,  have  characters  peculiarly 
their  own.  Character  is  a  growth  from  traits  inherited  at  birth. 
It  is  inspired  by  will;  it  is  developed  by  circumstances;  it  is 
ripened  by  experience. 

Your  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  born  of  the  necessity  to  hold 
the  Mississippi  as  your  great  water  highway  to  the  sea. 

Our  Army  of  the  Potomac  sprang  from  the  necessity  of  holding 
the  Capital  and  guarding  the  heirlooms  and  the  heritage  of  the 
nation. 

With  great  adventuresomeness  and  daring,  wdth  mighty 
marches,  witii   great   coml)inations  of  will   and  force,  you   swept 
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over  tliousaiids  of  miles,  until  3'ou   had   made  the   Mississippi   the 
imperial  pathway  of  the  nation's  progress  in  the  future.    [Cheers.] 

With  weary  watching,  with  painfulness  of  discipline,  we 
guarded  the  halls  where  gathered  the  Conscript  Fathers  of  the 
republic,  and  we  kept  from  unhallowed  touch  the  ashes  that 
sleep  at  Mount  Vernon.     [Tremendous  cheers.] 

Yours  was  the  inspiration  of  the  nation's  future.  Ours  was  the 
inspiration  of  the  nation's  past.      [Applause.]  ♦ 

Yet,  in  common  source  both  had  their  rise.  On  the  sunset 
slopes  of  the  Allegheny  hills  sprang  into  light  and  kissed  the  sun, 
that  stream  which,  by  many  windings,  at  last  emptied  into  the 
Gulf.  On  the  sunrise  slope  of  the  same  Allegheny  hills  was  born 
the  river  whose  deathless  name  our  army  bore.      [Cheers.] 

So,  from  the  same  mountain  heights  of  loyalty  to  lilierty  and 
law,  your  army  and  ours  had  their  rise.      [Cheers.] 

By  many  miles  the  waters  of  the  Tennessee  empty  to  the  Gulf. 
By  shorter  course  the  waters  of  the  Potomac  empty  to  the 
Atlantic.  But,  with  intermingling  tides,  Gulf  and  Atlantic  are 
one,  washing  the  shores  of  the  ocean-bound  republic.    [Applause.] 

And  so  your  effort  and  ours  alike  flowed  into  the  one  great 
deep  of  the  nation's  unity  and   the  nation's  power.     [Applause.] 

We  are  one — one  by  deathless  memories  of  the  past — one  by 
common  needs  of  the  present — one  by  the  glorious  hopes  of  the 
future.      [Applause.] 

In  your  heart,  the  army  of  the  West,  beats  the  same  blood  as 
in  ours,  the  army  of  the  East.  In  the  fair  faces  that  fringe  these 
crowded  aisles  there  are  the  same  sweet  beauty  and  pure  devo- 
tion that  gave  fragrance  to  the  Mayflower  on  the  old  Massa- 
chusetts coast.     [Applause  and  cries  of  "Good!"'] 

Some  of  you  are  only  transplants  from  the  Eastern  States,  with 
larger  growth,  perchance,  on  the  broad  prairies  than  you  might 
have  had  at  home,  [laughter  and  applause,]  but  all  with  loving 
hearts  turn  back  to  where  the  old  father  and  mother  are  watch- 
ing and  waiting,  or  to  where  the  ashes  of  your  dead  and  mine  are 
sleeping  in  New  England  churchyards,  and  by  the  requiem  of 
the  Atlantic  wave.  [Applause,  cheers  and  waving  of  handker- 
chiefs.] 

God  bless  your  great  and  growing  West.  [Cries  of  "Good."] 
God  bless  my  own  dear  ancestral  New  England.  |  Cries  of 
"Amen!"  and  cheers.]   CJod's  richest  blessing  be  upon  that  nation 
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which  stands  buttressed  by  Plymouth  Rock,  and  hy  the  Golden 
Gate,  the  arch  of  whose  rainbow  promise  spans  a  continent.  God 
bless  the  free  nation  of  the  future.      [Applause.] 

Pardon  one  more  thought,  and  I  have  done.  [Cries  of  "go  on," 
and  "'we  will  stay  all  night.'']  We  took  more  marches,  but  never 
so  long  as  you,  [laughter  and  cheers,]  and  you  have  learned  the 
lesson  of  the  Potomac  Army,  and  that  was  undying  patience. 
[Great  laughter.] 

As  we  meet  here,  I  comprehend  that  journey  aroimd  the  world 
which  pauses  to-night  in  Illinois,  as  I  have  never  understood  its 
meaning  before. 

Roman  eagles  flew  and  the  Roman  Impertor  went  no  further 
than  the  flash  of  his  eagle's  pinion. 

France  fought  for  glor\',  but  the  Emperor  of  France  went  no 
further  than  the  Pyramids,  that  tell  the  story  of  his  army's  valor, 
or  the  cold  snows  of  Russia,  that  froze  the  valor  of  that  army  into 
the  stillness  of  death. 

English  valor  has  gone  where  English  commerce  made  it  pro- 
fltable  that  it  should  go.      [Laughter.] 

On  the  fields  of  Palestine  the  misguided  soldiers  of  Peter  the 
Flermit  died,  and  on  the  plains  of  Bulgaria,  Russia  fought  for  a 
creed  that  was  only  a  pretext  for  the  rapine  of  the  sword. 

But  when  our  war  had  closed  far  as  had  gone  the  story  of  this 
struggle  that  the  government  by  the  people  for  the  people  should 
not  perish — far  as  had  gone  that  stor\-,  the  meaning  of  our  story 
was  read  and  known  of  all  men.      [Cheers.  | 

Kings  knew  it,  and  the  lowly  knew  it;  they  knew  tliat  tlie 
unity  of  this  republic  meant  eventually  the  rule  of  the  common 
people  in  all  the  girdle  around  the  earth.      [Cheers.] 

And  so,  when  your  first  commander  and  my  last,  [applause, 
and  cries  of  "good,"  "good,"]  went  without  panoply  of  power, 
the  simple  American  citizen,  the  world  bent  to  do  homage  to 
American  citizenship.      [Applause.] 

Very  grateful  are  we  all  that  the  world  bent  to  him  who,  by 
our  own  free  choice,  we  had  twice  named  first  citizen  of  the 
repul)lic.  [Cries  of  " thank  God,"  "good,"  "good,"  and  cheers 
and  applause  which  lastetl  for  fully  five  minutes.] 

General  Woodford  did  his  splendid  reputation  as  a  speaker 
new  credit  and  compliment.  Closer  attention  than  he  received 
from    his    audience   could    not    have   been,  and    the    efiect   of   his 
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leiuavks  was  further  witnessed  by  the  applause  rendered.  The 
kindh'  ])resentation  of  (jeneral  Woodford  b\-  our  President,  and 
his  warm  reception,  shouhl  he  ver}-  "-ratifying  to  the  Arni}'  of  the 
Potomac. 

Music   l)y  tlie  Band. 

Eleventh  Toast: — "All  otJicr  armies  of  the  Ui/io/i.  Alike 
rcith  us  then  shared  the  (/a//i;rrs  and  the  hardships  of  the  tear 
— a/ike  zvith  us  thev  share  the  honor  of  its  grand,  aehievcment.^' 

Response  by  General   Pote: 

On  arising,  General  Pope  was  greeted  with  a  cheer  and  spoke 
as   follows: 

Mn.  PiiESiDEN'T  Axn  Comrades: 

It  was  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  came  to  this  meeting 
of  our  lionorcd  vSocictv.  I'irst,  because  the  circumstances  made 
it  certain  that  the  ;itten(lance  of  the  members  would  l)e  large  and 
enthusiastic;  and,  second,  because  we  should  enjoy  the  oppor- 
tunit\-  to  welcome  among  us  the  llrst  antl  greatest  commander  of 
the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee.  He  returns  to  us  after  a  journey 
through  the  world  unpaiallelcd  in  its  incidents  by  an\thing 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  In  every  country  and  by 
e\ery  people,  of  e\ery  condition  of  life,  he  has  been  received  with 
spontaneous  enthusiasm  and  honor  ne\er  accorded  to  the  monarch 
himself.  In  every  land  and  in  every  assemblage,  he  has  been 
ecjual  to  the  occasion  and  true  to  himself  and  to  his  country. 
Though  he  appears  among  us  only  a  private  citizen  of  the 
I'nited  States,  he  stands  to-day  the  foremost  man  in  all  this 
world. 

Great  as  is  our  pleasure,  and  certainh'  m\'  profound  s;itistaction 
at  being  privileged  in  such  goodly  company  to  bid  him  welcome, 
1  fmd  mvself.  by  reason  of  his  very  presence,  greatly  emliarrassed 
in  responding  to  the  toast  vou  h;ive  assigned  me.  To  recount  the 
achie\ements  and  the  glories  of  anv  of  our  armies,  great  or  small, 
is  simply  to  recite,  in  greater  or  less  degree,  his  own  achieve- 
ments, and  it  seems  presumptuous  in  his  presence  for  any  less 
authoritv  than  himself  It)  tell  the  stor}^  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States.  Nevertheless,  as  it  is  your  pleasure,  I  address  myself  to 
the  task  you  have  assigned  me. 
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Of  the  armies  which  this  toast  embraces — the  Army  of  the 
James,  of  tlie  Ohio,  of  Georgia,  and  of  the  Gulf — httle  needs  to  be 
said  at  this  day.  They  have  their  orators  and  historians,  and  their 
gahant  deeds  are  well  known  and  duly  honored  by  their  country- 
men. Their  achievements  constitute  a  part — and  a  large  jDart — 
of  that  glorious  heritage  which  wc  transmit  to  our  posterity,  and 
it  ill  becomes  one  who  was  not  a  member  of  any  of  them  to 
undertake  to  recount,  in  the  presence  of  their  commanders  and 
their  oflicers,  the  deeds  better  told  by  them  in  the  past,  and  which 
it  is  much  more  appropriate  that  they  should  tell  to  you  now.  It 
will  be  enough  to  sa}-  that  the}'  are  worthy  comrades  of  any  of 
the  great  armies  of  the  Union,  and  will  go  down  in  history  side 
by  side  with  them. 

But  there  are  numbers  of  gallant  soldiers  not  embraced  in  any 
of  the  army  organizations  who  merit,  though  the}'  have  never  had, 
a  historian  who  could  do  justice  to  their  services. 

The  large  bodies  of  troops  who  served  on  the  flanks  and  in  the 
rear  of  our  great  armies,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Coast, 
have  a  history  which  in  no  respect  falls  short  in  devotion  and 
self-sacriilce  to  that  of  the  great  armies  to  whose  orators  we  have 
listened  to-night  with  so  much  pride  and  pleasure.  Many  of  them 
served  in  the  mountains  of  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  and  in 
the  swamps  and  forests  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  where  every 
bush  concealed  an  assassin  and  every  hamlet  was  full  of  enemies; 
where  social  and  personal  hatred  and  abuse,  of  necessity,  pro- 
voked bitterness  of  feeling  which  it  was  hard  for  their  manhood 
to  restrain;  where  there  was  neither  encouragement  of  friends 
nor  applause  of  countrymen.  Others  performed  duty  ec[ually 
hard  and  equally  obscure  on  the  great  plains  of  the  West,  and  in 
New  Mexico,  Arizona  and  California,  where  their  enemies  were 
savages  on  one  side  and  loosely  organized  bands  of  outlaws  on 
the  other.  Others,  again,  were  compelled  to  guard  the  camps 
and  other  places  of  confinement  of  the  prisoncis  of  war — of  all 
duties  the  most  odious  and  tiie  most  trying. 

These  were  the  conditions  of  their  service — conditions  which 
taxed  endurance  and  fidelity  to  the  last  degree.  Through  it  nil 
they  toiled  and  fought  and  suflered  without  complaint  and  almost 
without  recognition.  Yet,  but  for  these  men  and  this  service  our 
noted  marches  and  great  victories  would  have  been  impossible. 
Hut   foi  the  peace  and  order  they  maintained   in   the  rear  and  on 
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the  flanks  of  our  great  armies,  the  civil  war  might  still  have  lan- 
guished, uncompleted  and,  practically,  fruitless  of  results. 

It  would  ill  become  us  to  forget  such  men  and  such  service,  and 
I  rejoice  to  say  that  long  since  our  Society  opened  wide  its  doors 
to  receive  and  honor  them — not  as  guests  only,  but  as  members  in 
full  communion  with  ourselves.  They  are  our  comrades  and 
friends;  they  sympathize  with  us  in  our  objects;  they  exulted  in 
our  victories,  and  they  mourned  over  our  reverses,  and,  though 
little  of  notice  and  renown  fell  to  their  lot,  none  the  less  did  they 
rejoice  in  the  fame  so  fairly  won  by  their  more  fortunate  com- 
rades. So  let  us  remember  and  honor  them,  and  let  it  be  under- 
stood that  no  meeting  of  our  great  army  societies  shall  be  held 
complete  until  it  has  recorded  some  tribute  of  remembrance  and 
of  honor  to  these  comrades  of  ours,  neglected  and  well-nigh  for- 
gotten. 

Comrades,  we  cannot  be  too  thankful  for  this  most  satisfactory 
reunion.  Circumstances  and  feelings  which  may  never  again  be 
joined  together,  have  united  to  assemble  to-night  a  greater  attend- 
ance and  to  evoke  more  heartfelt  enthusiasm  than  we  can  liope 
will  ever  be  repeated.  Let  us  enjoy  it  as  becomes  us  and  the 
occasion.  As  time  goes  on  we  miss  more  and  more  of  our  mem- 
bers from  each  meeting  of  our  Society,  from  the  ranks  of  the 
army,  from  the  walks  of  civil  life,  from  the  councils  of  the  nation. 
Each  year  we  shall  drop  out  with  constantly  increasing  rapidity 
until — and  soon — in  the  nature  of  things,  none  of  the  actors  in  our 
great  conflict  will  be  left  on  earth. 

There  is  arising — indeed  has  already  arisen — among  us  a  gen- 
eration to  whom  our  civil  war  seems  the  mere  echo  of  a  distant 
past.  The  great  uprising  of  the  peo2:)le  of  this  country  in  defense 
of  their  government,  the  fierce  excitement,  the  hopes  and  pur- 
poses, the  toils  and  suflerings,  the  agony  and  the  exultation,  are  all 
uidvnown  to  them  excei^t  as  a  strange  episode  which  they  cannot 
appreciate  and  in  which  they  feel,  at  best,  a  languid  interest.  The 
feeling  which  led  our  people  to  face  disease  and  death  with  eager- 
ness, and  to  satisfy  which  plunged  this  whole  land  into  mourning, 
appears  to  them  a  sort  of  strange  frenzy  with  which  they  have 
neither  the  power  nor  the  inclination  to  s^'mpathize.  The  results 
which  consoled  us  for  the  agony  of  sorrow  are  accepted  by  them 
much  as  they  accept  the  air  and  the  sunshine,  and  they  do  not 
appear  to  think   it   necessary    to    enquire    whence    they    came   or 
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whither  they  are  going.  So  far  have  they  departed  from  the  past 
that  thc\'  seem  to  look  upon  sucli  meetings  as  these,  and  the  feel- 
ings which  prompt  and  which  characterize  them,  with  a  sort  of 
compassionate  surprise,  and  to  be  afllicted  with  such  confusion  of 
the  moral  sense  that  thcv  no  longer  appear  to  draw  the  ilistinction 
between  the  loyal  and  disloyal,  and  arc  prone  to  attribute  the  senti- 
ment which  broadly  marks  this  distinction  to  us  to  a  feeling, 
excusal)le  perhaps,  but  hard  of  iustillcation.  They  do  not  con- 
sider, it  would  appear,  that  only  by  honoring  loyalty  and  condemn- 
ing disloyalty,  can  we  hope  to  maintain  that  lofty  sentiment  of 
patriotism  which  is  the  onl}'  security  of  a  great  nation. 

It  is,  perhaps,  human  nature  that  this  should  Ijc  so,  luit  to  those 
who  ha\c  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  battle,  this  apparent 
ingratitude  seems  strange  and  unaccountal)le.  It  may  well  hap- 
pen tliac  uiuler  such  changed  conditions,  the  great  objects  which 
marshalled  tlie  l)est  blood  of  the  land  in  arms,  ami  Idled  e\er\' 
household  with  lamentation,  may  be  wholly  lost  sight  of;  and  tluit 
the  results  which  seemed  to  repay  us  for  all  this  sorrow  ;ind  suf- 
fering ma\'  be  permitted  to  slip  out  of  theii'  grasp.  The\-  \wa\ 
depiiN'e  us  of  all  this,  through  heedlessness  or  want  of  foresight, 
but  tlie\'  can  never  take  from  us  the  glory  and  honor  we  have 
deservedly  won;  they  cannot  rob  us  ol'  that  sense  of  dutv  well 
performed  and  of  sacrifice  eagerly  submitted  to  in  a  cause  which 
seemed  sacred  to  us  and  should  seem  sacred  to  mankind  fore\er- 
more.  No  man  now  living,  or  \vho  shall  live  hereafter,  can  point 
his  (Inger  at  the  members  of  the  great  :.rmies  of  the  Union  and 
hold  them  accountable  for  any  misfortunes  which  may  hereafter 
befall  this  people.  Not  ours  will  he  the  sin — not  ours  the  need  of 
repentance. 

Our  race  is  nearly  run,  but  we  have  fought  the  good  light,  and 
neither  ingratitude  nor  injustice,  neither  forgetfulness  of  tiie  oliject 
for  which  we  fought,  nor  surrender  of  the  results  we  achieved,  at 
this  (lav  can  c\er  deprive  our  great  armies  and  oui"  gallant  sol- 
diers of  the  approval  and  the  gratitude  ot"  future  generations. 

Let  us  (le\'outl\-  hope  that  these  forebodings  may  be  only  the 
result  of  morbid  imaginings  ami  will  never  be  realized.  Ibitif 
the\-  are  to  be  fulfilled;  if,  in  our  old  age,  we  are  to  1)e  subjected 
to  the  sorrow  and  humiliation  of  witnessing  the  shipwreck  of  all 
the  hopes  aiul  purposes  for  which  we  sacrified  so  much,  well 
may  each  of  us  here,  and  now,  utter  the  pra}er  of  the  greatest  of 
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our  d(."p;utc(l  statesmen:   "(iod  i^iant  tliat  on  \w\  vision  may  ncv'er 
be  openctl  what  lies  heliintl." 

(ieneral  Pope  was  lVc(|uenll\'  applaiulcd  in  the  course  ol  liis 
response,      lie   eheited  a  full  measure  ol'  attention. 

Immediately  foHowim;-  this  response,  the  (jlee  Clul)  sung": — 
""Rally  aruuiid  ihc  I'^lagT   Chorus  sung  liy  the  audience. 

Twiu.Kiii  Toast: — ''  The  Vol/inlccr  Soldier  of  theUnion  Army, 
xvlioxe  valor  and  patriotism  saved  to  the  xvorld  a  "govertiuieiit  of 
the  people,  Jiy  the  people  and  for  the  people.'  '' 

Response  by  Colonel    In(;ei:s()>ll,  who  said: 

When  the  savagery  of  the  lasli,  the  barbarism  of  the  chain,  and 
the  insanit\  of  secession  confronteel  tlie  civilization  of  our  century, 
the  ipiestion  "will  the  great  republic  defend  itself?"  trembled  on 
the  lips  of  every  loAcr  of  mankind. 

The  North,  filled  with  intelligence  and  wealth — children  oi 
libertv — marshaled  her  hosts  and  asked  only  for  a  leader.  From 
ci\  il  life  a  man,  silent,  thoughtful,  poised  and  calm,  stepped  forth, 
and  with  the  lips  of  victory  voiced  the  Nation's  first  and  last 
demand-  "Unconditional  and  immediate  surrender."  From  that 
moment  the  end  was  known.  That  utterance  was  the  first  real 
declaration  of  real  war,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  dramatic 
unities  of  mighty  events,  the  great  soldier  who  made  it  received 
the  final  sword  of  the  rel)ellion. 

The  soldiers  of  the  rc[)ublic  were  not  seekers  after  vulgar  gloiy. 
The\'  were  not  animated  by  the  hope  of  plunder  or  the  love  of 
conquest.  They  fought  to  preserve  the  homestead  of  liberty  and 
that  their  children  might  ha\e  peace.  They  were  the  defenders 
of  humanity,  the  destroyers  of  ]5re)udice,  the  In'eakers  of  chains, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  future  the\-  slew  the  monster  of  their  time. 
They  llnished  what  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution  commenced. 
They  re  lighted  the  torch  that  fell  from  their  august  hands  and 
filled  the  worUl  again  with  light.  They  blotted  from  the  statute- 
books  laws  that  hatl  been  passed  by  liypocrites  at  the  instigation 
of  robbers,  and  tore  with  indignant  hands  from  the  Constitution 
that  infamous  clause  that  made  men  the  catchers  of  their  fellow- 
men.  The}'  made  it  [possible  for  judges  to  be  just,  tor  states- 
men to  be  humane,  and  for  politicians  to  be  honest.  They  broke 
the  shackles  from  the  limbs  of  slaves,  from  the  souls  of  masters, 
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and  from  the  Northern  brain.  They  kept  our  country  on  the  map 
of  the  world,  and  our  flag  in  Heaven.  They  rolled  tlie  stone  from 
the  sepulchre  of  jDrogress,  and  found  therein  two  angels  clad  \\\ 
shining  garments — Nationality  and  Liberty. 

The  soldiers  were  the  savaors  of  the  Nation;  they  were  the 
liberators  of  men.  In  writing  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation, 
Lincoln,  greatest  of  our  mighty  dead,  whose  memory  is  as  gentle 
as  the  summer  air  when  reapers  sing  amid  the  gathered  sheaves, 
copied  with  the  pen  what  Grant  and  his  brave  comrades  wrote 
with  swords. 

Grander  than  the  Greek,  nobler  than  the  Roman,  the  soldiers 
of  the  republic,  with  patriotism  as  shoreless  as  the  air,  battled  for 
the  rights  of  others,  for  the  nobility  of  labor,  fought  that  mothers 
inight  own  their  babes,  that  arrogant  idleness  should  not  scar  the 
back  of  patient  toil,  and  that  our  country  should  not  be  a  many- 
headed  monster  made  of  warring  States,  but  a  nation,  sovereign, 
great  and  free. 

Blood  was  water,  money  was  leaves,  and  life  was  only  common 
air  until  one  flag  floated  over  a  republic  without  a  master  and 
without  a  slave. 

And  then  was  asked  the  question:  "Will  a  free  people  tax 
themselves  to  pay  a  nation's  debt?'" 

The  soldiers  went  home  to  their  waiting  wives,  to  their  glad 
children,  and  to  the  girls  they  loved — they  went  back  to  the  fields, 
the  shops  and  mines.  They  had  not  been  demoralized.  They  had 
been  ennobled.  They  were  as  honest  in  peace  as  the}'  had  been 
brave  in  war.  Mocking  at  poverty,  laughing  at  reverses,  they 
made  a  friend  of  toil.  They  said:  "We  saved  the  nation's  life, 
and  what  is  life  without  honor?"  They  worked  and  wrought 
\vith  all  of  labor's  royal  sons  that  every  pledge  the  nation  gave 
might  be  redeemed.  And  their  great  leader,  having  put  a  shining 
band  of  friendship — a  girdle  of  clasped  and  happy  hands — around 
the  globe,  comes  home  and  finds  that  ever}-  promise  made  in  war 
has  now  the  ring  and  gleam  of  gold. 

There  is  another  question  still:  "Will  all  the  wounds  of  war 
be  healed?"  I  answer,  yes.  The  Southern  people  must  submit, 
not  to  the  dictation  of  the  North,  but  to  the  nation's  will  and  to 
the  verdict  of  mankind.  They  were  wrong,  and  the  time  will 
come  when  they  will  say  that  they  are  victors  who  have  been 
vanquished  by  the  right.     Freedom  conquered  them,  and  freedom 
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will  cultivate  their  fields,  educate  their  children,  weave  for  them 
the  robes  of  wealth,  execute  their  laws,  and  fill  their  land  with 
happy  homes. 

The  soldiers  of  the  Union  saved  the  South  as  well  as  North. 
They  made  us  a  nation.  Tlicir  victory  made  us  free  and  rendered 
tyranny  in  every  other  land  as  insecure  as  snow  upon  volcanoes' 
lips. 

And  now  let  us  drink  to  the  volunteers — to  those  who  sleep  in 
unknown,  sunken  graves,  whose  names  are  only  in  the  hearts  of 
those  they  loved  and  left — of  those  who  only  hear  in  happy' 
dreams  the  footsteps  of  return.  Let  us  drink  to  those  who  died 
where  lipless  famine  mocked  at  want — to  all  the  maimed  whose 
scars  give  modesty  a  tongue — to  all  who  dared,  and  gave  to 
chance  the  care  and  keeping  of  their  lives — to  all  the  living  and 
to  all  the  dead — to  Sherman,  to  Sheridan,  and  to  Grant,  the 
laureled  soldier  of  the  world,  and  last,  to  Lincoln,  whose  loving 
life,  like  a  bow  of  peace,  spans  and  arches  all  the  clouds  of  war. 

Like  Vilas,  Wilson  and  Woodford,  Colonel  Ingersoll's  eloquence 
aroused  cver}^  spark  of  enthusiasm  that  was  in  the  vast  assembly, 
and  it  asserted  itself  in  rounds  of  applause.  Masterly  in  oratory, 
as  he  always  is,  he  surpassed  himself  When  he  closed  and  sat 
down,  there  was  a  continued  applause,  till  obliged  to  stand  on  a 
table  for  an  ovation. 

Thirteenth  Toast: — "  The  patriotic  people  of  t/ie  United 
States,  who  fed,  clotlied  and  encouraged  onr  armies,  and  stood  by 
Its  in  defeat  as  xvell  as  in  victoryp 

Response  by  Emory  A.  Storrs,  who  said: 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen: 

Splendid  encomiums  have  been  to-night  pronounced  upon 
the  great  commanders  in  a  great  war.  Eloquent  and  merited 
tributes  have  been  paid  to  the  loyal  soldiers  of  that  war.  Nothing 
has  yet  been  said  in  behalf  of  that  great  body  of  the  loyal  people 
of  this  country,  who  were  neither  Generals  nor  soldiers,  but  from 
whose  ranks  the  soldiers  were  drawn,  and  whose  steadfast  patri- 
otism made  the  Generals  a  possibility. 

These  loyal  and  patriotic  citizens  never  failed  to  remember,  and 
have  not  since  forgotten,  that  your  victories  included  something 
more  than  the    capture  of  armies;  that   the  issues  at   stake  were 
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vastly  greater  than  mere  questions  of  physical  prowess  or  the 
heroism  of  contending  armies. 

They  never  so  forgot  themselves  as  to  concede  for  an  instant, 
that  the  cause  which  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy  represented 
was,  in  point  of  merit,  equal  to  the  great  cause  of  tlie  Union. 

The  contest  was  between  slavery  and  freedom;  between 
equality  of  political  privileges  and  gross  inequalities. 

The  people  always  knew  that  the  final  success  of  the  Confeder- 
ate armies  involved  the  dismemberment  of  a  great  nation,  the 
bondage  of  millions  of  human  beings,  and  infinite  peril  to  the 
success  of  the  experiment  of  self-government  inaugurated  upon 
this  continent. 

The  Confederacy  asserted  the  right  of  secession — its  armies 
were  defeated,  and  secession  was  surrendered  w'ith  its  armies. 

They  fought  for  what  they  called  the  "  sovereignty  of  tlie 
States,"  we,  for  the  integrity  and  indivisibility  of  the  nation. 
They  were  defeated,  and  they  surrendered  the  doctrine  for  which 
they  fought. 

They  took  up  arms  that  they  might  hold  millions  of  human 
beings  as  chattels — we  for  universal  liberty  and  citizenshi]^. 

With  the  siu-render  of  their  armies,  African  slavery  was  "extir- 
pated from  the  soil  of  the  republic;""  the  former  chattel  was  made 
a  citizen,  and  these  great  results  were  achieved,  not  solely  by  the 
soldier  in  the  field,  but  the  steadfast  and  loyal  citizen  who 
remained  at  home  shares  the  glory  w'ith  him. 

These  loyal  and  patriotic  citizens  have  never  yet  been  and  are 
not  now  willing  to  restore  to  their  former  adversaries  any  one  of 
the  political  heresies  wdiich  they  surrendered. 

Under  no  jDretexts  of  harmony  or  conciliation  will  they  ever 
consent  to  re-enslave  the  liberated  black  man,  to  deprive  him  of 
his  citizenship  or  the  benefits  which  that  citizenship  confers,  or 
to  re-open  the  question  of  secession  and  State  sovereignty,  as 
o^Dposed  to  the  idea  of  a  nation. 

We  are  a  nation,  and  though  as  States  we  may  be  "distinct  like 
the  billows,"  yet,  as  a  nation,  we  are  "one  like  the  sea." 

Having  achieved  nationality  at  a  cost  so  vast,  these  loyal  people 
will  never  either  surrender  or  imperil  it. 

They  are  careful  to  remember  the  sacred  nature  of  the  promises 
which,  as  a  nation,  we  have  made;  they  know  what  the  guaranty 
of  an  equality  of  political  privileges  and  immunities  to  all  citizens 
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means,  and  while  boasting  that  the  shackles  have  been  stricken 
from  the  wrists  of  four  millions  of  slaves,  they  know  full  well 
that  nothing  has  been  gained  if  padlocks  have  been  placed  u])on 
the  lips  of  foiu"  millions  of  citizens. 

]\Iay  T  not  speak  in  behalf  of  that  great  army  of  loyal  citizens 
who  volunteered  to  remain  at  home;  who  guarded  the  ballot-box 
while  you  carried  the  cartridge  box;  whose  ballots  were  as  ellect- 
ive  as  your  bullets.  Without  the  Union  voter  the  Union  soldier 
could  not  have  kept  the  field. 

There  were  Generals  at  home,  as  there  were  Generals  at  the 
front;  and  he  who  encouraged  the  wavering,  who  cheered  the 
despondent,  who  convinced  the  doubting,  and  so  inspired  the 
citizen  that  he  made  his  convictions  felt  at  the  ballot  box;  who 
rallied  the  voters  when  the  skies  were  dark,  and  inspiretl  them 
with  the  hope  of  final  success,  even  when  the  tide  of  battle  went 
against  us,  deserves  to  rank,  and  will  in  history  rank  among  the 
worthy  leaders  of  a  great  cause.     [Applause.] 

The  theatre  of  the  war  was  not  confined  to  the  localities  where 
armies  were  actually  encamped  and  battles  fought. 

There  was  war,  not  merelv  at  Vicksburg  and  Gettysburg,  at 
Atlanta  and  Chickamauga,  at  Richmond  and  at  Appomattox 
Court  House,  but  war  also,  dificring  in  kind  it  is  true,  but  \\  ar, 
nevertheless,  at  Chicago  and  Pittsburg,  at  Indianapolis  and  Cin- 
cinnati, at  Philadelphia  ami  New  York,  in  ever_v  city  and  in  eveiy 
village  where  an  arm  was  lifted  or  a  voice  was  raised  to  discour- 
age and  dishearten  the  Union  soldiers  in  the  field,  or  to  encourage 
and  strengthen  those  who  were  in  arms  against  them. 

Those  public  enemies  who  made  war  against  the  nati(ni  in  the 
loyal  North,  were  a  great  army,  none  the  less  dangerous  because 
they  did  not  carry  muskets  in  their  hands.  An  army  of  patriotic 
men  was  as  essential  to  meet  them  here  as  were  the  hosts  of 
Union  soldiers  to  confront  the  armies  of  the  rebellion  in  the  field. 
Attacks  on  the  national  honor  and  credit  must  be  met  l)y  a  steady 
upholding  and  vindication  of  the  national  honor  aiul  credit. 
Appeals  to  base  motives  of  individual  gain  must  be  met  by  stir- 
ring appeals  to  national  pride  and  patriotism.  Doleful  predictions 
of  disaster  and  detcat  must  be  met  by  high-hearted  assurances  of 
ultimate  triumph.  Hypocritical  protestations  of  sympathy  for  the 
slain  must  be  met  by  exalted  exhortations  to  remember  the  sacred - 
ness  of  the  cause  in  wdiich  they  tiled.     Prophecies  of  starvation 
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and  want  were  belied  by  abundant  harvests.  The  arts  of  the 
demagogue  were  overcome  by  the  sturdy  phalanx  of  loyal  men, 
who  knew  what  freedom  meant  and  how  j^riceless  it  was,  and 
whose  votes  spoke  for  freedom.  Wherever  treason  lurked,  some 
loyal  eye  must  search  it  out.  Speech  must  be  met  by  S2:)cech; 
argument  by  argument;  disguised  treason  b^'  outspoken  and  undis- 
guised loyalty.     [Applause.] 

Who,  then,  were  the  soldiers  in  this  great  conflict? 

Not  merely  those  who  went  to  the  field  and  took  part  in  the 
mighty  wager  of  battle,  but  all  those  as  well  who  tilled  the  fields, 
that  the  soldier  might  not  w^int — who  comforted  the  mourning — 
who  organized  vast  charities,  and  followed  ev'er}-  battle  with  their 
sacred  ministrations — who  never  lost  faith  in  the  future — who 
steadily  relied  and  taught  others  to  rely  more  ujDon  the  power  and 
goodness  of  God  than  upon  the  shrewdness  and  dexterity  of  the 
devil — who  searched  out  and  defeated  the  schemes  of  treason 
hatched  in  our  very  midst.  Cannons  and  muskets  were  not  the 
only  cflective  weapons  used.  The  plow  and  the  hoe,  the  earnest 
appeal,  and  the  enlightened  argument,  were  ecpially  essential  and 
effective. 

The  New  England  boy  was  fighting  his  country's  battles,  when, 
with  hoc  in  hand,  he  struggled  to  extort  an  unwilling  harvest 
from  the  sour  and  reluctant  soil,  that  his  brother  at  the  front  might 
be  fed. 

Battles  and  elections  acted  and  re-acted  upon  each  other.  The 
election  of  a  loyal  governor  in  a  closely  contested  State,  was  the 
sure  precursor  of  a  victory  in  the  field,  and  a  well-timed  victory 
in  the  field  carried  many  an  election  at  home. 

Our  victories  at  Atlanta  and  Vicksburg  saved  hundreds  of  men 
from  premature  Democracy. 

Not  alone  to  the  soldier  does  the  glory  of  the  great  triumph 
belong.  Every  single  citizen  who  cast  even  the  measure  of  his 
influence  on  the  right  side,  is  entitled  to  share  in  this  con-:mon 
glory. 

History  will  inscribe,  in  making  up  her  final  and  impartial  judg- 
ments, on  parallel  lines,  the  solid  heroism  and  sturdy  sense  of 
Grant,  and  the  patient,  long-suflcring  loyalty  of  Lincoln,  the  grand 
strategy  of  Sherman,  and  the  wise  counsels  of  vSeward;  the  dash- 
ing and  intrepid  valor  of  Sheridan,  and  the  devoted  love  of 
country  of  Richard  Yates;   the  iicry  energy  and  splendid  general- 
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ship  of  Logan,  and  the  wise  statesmanship  of  Morton;  tlie  daunt- 
less courage  of  fighting  Joe  Hooker,  and  the  resolute  and  uncom- 
promising patriotism  and  sense  of  justice  of  Zacliariah  Ch;:ndler. 
[Hearty  applause.] 

Upon  these  imperishable  records  there  will  be  inscribed  not 
only  the  names  of  the  great  leaders  in  the  great  cause,  but  the 
humblest  worker  in  its  behalf  will  find  his  name  upon  its  pages. 

Bright  and  shining  on  those  resplendent  annals  shall  appear  the 
names  of  those  thousands  of  noble,  heroic  and  self-sacrific- 
ing WOMEN,  who  organized  and  cairied  forward  to  triumphant 
success  a  colossal  sanitary  and  charitable  scheme,  the  like  of  which, 
in  nobility  of  conception  and  perfectncss  of  execution,  the  world 
had  never  before  witnessed,  and  which  carried  all  around  the 
globe  the  fame  and  the  name  of  the  women  of  America. 

From  camp  to  camp,  from  battlefield  to  battlefield,  through  the 
long  and  toilsome  march,  by  day  and  by  night,  these  sacred  chari- 
ties followed,  and  the  prayers  of  the  devoted  and  the  true  were 
ceaselessly  with  you. 

Leagues  and  leagues  separated  you  from  home,  Init  the  bless- 
ings there  invoked. upon  you,  hovered  over  and  around  you,  and 
sweetened  your  sleep  like  angel's  visits. 

While  the  boy  soldier  slept  by  his  camp  fire  at  night  and 
dreaming  of  home,  and  what  his  valor  would  achieve  for  his 
country,  uttered  even  in  his  dreams  pra}crs  for  the  loved  ones 
who  had  made  that  home  so  dear  to  him;  the  mother  dreaming  of 
her  son  1)reathcd  at  the  same  time  prayers  for  his  safety  and  for 
the  triumph  of  his  cause.  The  prayers  and  blessings  of  mother 
and  son,  borne  Heavenward,  met  in  the  bosom  of  their  common 
God  and  Father. 

An  unjust  war  is  a  crime,  but  peace  purchased  at  the  price  of 
national  honor  and  integrity  is  a  greater  crime. 

The  peace  to  which  we  aspire  is  "liberty  calmly  enjoyed.'' 

Injustice  is  not  peace. 

A  dismembered  nation  is  not  peace. 

Nationality,  founded  on  justice,  is  peace  enduring  and  perpetual. 

From  such  a  contest  as  that  through  which  we  have  passed  are 
developed  the  grandest  and  noblest  of  human  character. 

In  ''noble  souls  valor  docs  not  wait  for  years,"  and  there  came 
forth  when  the  first    shot   was  fired,  thousands  and   tens  of  thou- 
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sands  of  young  men,  transfornicd  by  the  great  enicigcncy  from 
plow  boys,  mechanics  and  clerks,  into  heroes. 

Great  thoughts  are  to  be  ranked  with  great  deeds,  and  always 
precede  them.  The  smoke-grimed  and  battle-scarred  lianncrs  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  are  radiant  with  glorv,  and  lustrous 
as  sliining  planets,  for  the  great  cause  in  which  they  were  unCurlcd 
has  made  them  so.     [Applause.  | 

Every  battle  which  you  fought,  and  every  victor\-  which  \ ou 
achieved,  was  the  expression  of  the  great  thoughts  of  self  goxern- 
ment,  political  equality,  and  national  integrity. 

l^einforced  by  these  great  ideas,  the  armies  of  the  Union  could 
not  fail.  The  loyal  millions  of  the  North  pushed  forward,  captur- 
ing every  polling  place  in  their  line  of  progress,  marching  steadily 
to  reinforce  the  soldiers  in  the  held. 

liehind  our  armies  were  countless  herds  and  all  the  harvests  of 
the  North.  Behind  them,  and  moving  as  the  armies  moved,  w'ere 
its  great  sanitary  stores,  its  inexhaustible  wealth,  its  dauntless 
spirit,  its  lofty  love  of  country,  its  millions  of  patriotic  men  and 
women;  floating  over  all,  our  country's  Hag,  which  sNinboli/ecl  all 
that  was  sacred  and  lofty  in  human  government,  and  every  breeze 
that  imfurled  its  ample  folds,  carried  the  glorious  message  that 
no  foot  of  soil  over  \vhich  it  waved  shouUl  be  pressed  by  the  foot 
of  a  slave. 

The  ine\'itable  qxmX  came,  the  tiiumj)h  of  right  over  wrong,  of 
justice  over  injustice,  and  the  rebellion  fell  in  utter  wreck,  \\\\\\  a 
resounding  crash  that  was  heard  by  all  the  nations. 

The  end  came,  the  embattled  hosts  on  either  side  melted  away 
and  disappeared  like  a  \ision.  The  rude  shock  of  battle  ceased. 
Then  from  bloody  battleHeld  there  rose  the  spirits  of  the  contend- 
ing armies. 

The  great  cause  of  the  I'nion,  with  spotless  robes  and  starry 
diadems,  with  shining  face  and  majestic  lorm,  came  forth  to  meet 
and  receive  the  surrender  of  her  adversary.  From  murk\-  battle- 
cloud,  from  stiibng  slave-pen,  the  dark  spirit  of  secession  and 
slavery  emerged;  her  gai'ments  stained  with  the  blood  of  the 
sla\e,  her  brow  in  gloom,  the  lust  of  power  and  pride  of  empire 
in  her  eves.  Forth  she  came,  and  prostrating  herself  before  the 
majestic  presence  in  which  she  stood,  surrendered  herself,  the 
guilty  cause  of  a  wicked  rebellion.      [Prolonged  a])plause.] 

Following  Mr.  vStorrs, 
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Music,  '^ow^^:—-  Old  Shadyr 

On  its  ])eing  announced  i)y  the  President,  there  were  many 
calls  from  the  banqueters  tor  Caj^tain  Church  to  sin;,;-  it,  when 
(General  !>hernian  stated  Captain  Church  was  not  present,  and  he 
regretted  to  say  that  it  was  only  on  account  of  had  liealth;  he 
was  South  hoping  to  he  henehted,  and  he  knew  e\erv  one  of 
Captain  Church's  nian\-  friends  would  he  gratilled  to  learn  he  was 
getting  better.  lie  would  take  the  responsibilitv  of  writing  Cap- 
tain Church  our  good  wishes  and  sAiiipatlu'. 

In  announcing  the  next  toast,  the  President  said:  "We  come 
now  to  a  tender  subject,''  which,  in  his  wa\'  of  sa\ingit,  produced 
great  laughtei' — the 

FoiruTEEN'rii  Toast: — "  \Vo)iiair — 

*  "■  ■"  I  n  our  hours  of  e.'ise, 

I'nccrtaiu.  coy,  autl  haixi  to  please; 
WliL'u  pain  ami  aiinHiish  w  riny  tlie  l)ro\v, 
A  ministering  angel  thou  1 

Response  b\'  General  Tiio.m.vs  C.  Fletciieu,  as  follows: 

Mr.  President: 

Every  man  of  all  these  six  hundred  is  fullv  satisfied,    in   his 
own  mind,  that  he  knows  more  about  this  sul^iect  than  I  do. 

Let  me  premise  that  I  am  in  favor  of  putting  all  poets  and  other 
careless  talkers,  ^vho  continualh'  stvle  women  angels,  into  the 
guaicbhouse  for  everv  such  ofTense.     [Applause.] 

I  have  no  acquaintance  with  angels,  never  was  introduced  to 
One.  General  Ostrahouse  once  told  me  that  a  soldier  at  head- 
quarters at  Cairo  refused  to  present  arms  to  him  because  he  had 
never  been  introduced  to  him.  [Laughter  and  applause.]  For 
the  same  reason  I  refuse  to  present  arms  to  angels. 

Angels  may  be  well  enough  where  they  are — away  uji  in  the 
blue  ether  somewhere,  sailing  around  among  the  stars — we  never 
get  to  see  them.  [Applause.  |  Thev  are  said  to  sing  v>'ell,  l)ut 
we  never  hear  them.  Thev  put  in  their  time  festooning  rainbows 
around  the  horizon,  but  so  high  up  we  cannot  reach  them.  [Ap- 
plause.] Nor  I  would  iu)t  give  one  real  flesh  and  blood  woman, 
with  a  high  soul  and  a  warm,  loving  heart,  foi'  the  largest  Hock  of 
white-winged,  blue-ti[)|)ed  angels  that  ever  lloated  in  space.  [A})- 
plause.] 
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Comrades,  when  we  speak  of  a  woman,  we  always  think  of 
that  woman  upon  whose  knee  we  leaned  in  childhood  and  looked 
into  her  kind  and  loving  eyes  and  felt  our  hearts  warm  under  her 
loving  smile,  and  then  we  saw  her  growing  older  and  the  crown 
of  Christian  graces,  which  adorned  her  brow,  becoming  more 
radiant  and  beautiful,  until  in  our  manhood  we  turned  again  to 
worship  our  dear  old  mother.      [Applause.] 

The  oidy  real  magic  of  nature  is  the  power  possessed  by  a 
woman  over  the  man  who  loves  her — whether  it  be  his  mother, 
his  wife,  his  sister,  or  his  sweetheart.  At  the  hearthstone  she 
awoke  in  him  jDatriotic  impulses.  At  the  doorstep  she  conse- 
crated him  with  tears  and  pra3'ers  to  his  country.  In  the  hospital 
she  whispered  to  him  of  the  loved  ones  at  home,  and  assuaged  his 
pains  with  soft  and  gentle  words  of  hope.  With  skillful  hands 
she  wrought  life-inspiring  inscriptions  on  our  banners  and  waved 
us  a  cheering  adieu  as  \ve  marched  oft'  to  the  front,  and  then 
through  her  tears  looked  up  to  God  to  beg  His  protection  for  us, 
and  for  our  success. 

There  is  efficacy  in  the  prayers  of  a  good  woman  as  sure  as 
there  is  in  the  heaviest  artillery.  [Applause.]  The  Greek  and 
the  Roman  woman,  as  well  as  those  of  Europe  in  the  days  of 
chivalry,  reared  amid  the  clangor  of  arms  and  the  scenes  of  war, 
animated  those  dear  to  them  to  deeds  of  valor,  impelled  by  ambi- 
tion for  the  individual  distinction  which  might  be  won  in  contests 
of  personal  prowess.  But  the  American  woman,  to  whom  the 
sounds  of  war  were  filled  with  strange  and  awful  terrors,  ani- 
mated by  a  pure  and  lofty,  aye,  a  holy  patriotism,  gave  the  stand- 
ard of  her  country  into  the  hands  of  her  father  or  husband,  or  her 
son,  or  her  brother,  and  bade  him  go  and  uphold  the  power  of  the 
government  which  it  represented,  at  the  risk  of  his  jDrecious  life. 
[Applause.] 

All  through  the  terrific  strife,  the  long  years  of  anxietv,  every 
mail  bore  loving  words  to  those  at  the  front.  Every  Ijoat  and 
every  train  bore  to  the  sick  and  wounded  the  comforts  which 
only  woman's  love  can  suggest,  and  only  woman's  tender  care  and 
skill  can  prepare. 

God  bless  the  patriotic  Union  woman  wherever  she  may  be. 
[Applause.]  The  fires  were  kept  by  them  bright  upon  the  altar 
of  home  for  those  who  never  came  back.  The  flag  of  the  country 
covers  their   moldcring  ashes  in   the   national   cemetery;   and   the 
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strong  Hitherly  arm  of  the  Government  for  which  they  died  pro- 
tects their  dear  old  mother,  or  their  widow,  or  orphan  children, 
and,  comrades,  while  we  live  and  they  live,  the  Government  we 
fought  for  shall  continue  to  do  so.      [Cheers  and  applause.] 

Thoughts  of  the  loved  ones  at  home  quickened  the  step  of 
every  man  of  us  as  we  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enem}',  and 
gave  hounding  impulse  to  the  desire  to  speedily  perform  our  task 
ot  restoring  the  power  of  the  General  Government,  that  we  might 
speedily  return  to  them,  the  women  who  waited  our  coming  and 
had  pieserved  for  us  the  appreciated  happiness  of  home: 

O  woman,  whose  form  and  wliose  soul 
Are  the  spell  and  the  life  of  each  path  we  pursue, 
Whether  sunn'd  in  the  Tropic,  or  chill'd  at  the  Pole, 
If  woman  he  there,  there  is  happiness  too. 

[Applause.] 

Within  the  dark  line  which  marked  the  boundaries  of  slavery 
anil  reliellion,  there  were  displays  of  patriotism  and  heroism  on 
the  part  of  woman  une(iualed  in  all  the  history  of  civil  wars.  The 
armies,  driving  each  other  to  and  fro,  left  desolation  and  ruin  in 
their  track.  The  guerrilla  roamed  at  will  all  over  the  prairies  and 
valleys.  There  was  left  the  lone  chimney  as  the  sole  monument 
to  mark  the  spot  where  had  once  been  the  happy  home.  House- 
less and  homeless  amid  the  rigors  of  the  most  inclement  seasons, 
tile  husband  away  and  the  children  helplessly  clinging  to  them, 
the  heroic  wife  and  mother  sought  the  protection  of  the  Union 
forces,  and  clung  \\ith  woman's  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the 
country  with  a  constancy  and  heroism  so  grand  and  so  sublime  as 
to  inspire  the  men  about  them  with  a  faith  and  courage  which  led 
on  to  victory.     [Applause.] 

Though  their  names  be  not  written  in  the  records  of  fame,  their 
memories  will  be  honored  as  long  as  liberty  shall  endure  and  this 
republic  shall  be  its  embodiment.      [Cheers  and   applause.] 

Music  by  the  Band. 

Following  the  response  of  Colonel  Fletcher,  General  Sherman 
arose  and  spoke  as  follows: 

JSIembers  of  our  Society  and  guests,  let  me  have  your  attention 
again.  The  next  toast  which  I  will  read  in  a  few  minutes,  will 
be  the  last  of  the  series  placed  in  my  hands  by  your  local  executive 
committee.     I  am  sure  I  speak  the  mi)ids  of  every  member  of  our 
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Society,  and  of  the  gentlemen  of  Chicago  who  now  grace  this 
occasion,  in  thanking  that  local  committee  for  all  their  labors  and 
troubles,  and  for  the  successful  management  of  this  great  Chicago 
meeting  of  1879.     [Applause.] 

We  desire  not  to  deal  in  panegyrics,  but  have  our  acts  and 
expressions  to  speak  in  language  stronger  than  words.  The 
attention  of  this  audience  to-night  has  been  beautiful  to  behold, 
and  is  eloquent  of  itself.  Therefore,  I  need  say  no  more  to  you, 
comrades,  and  to  j^ou,  friends  of  Chicago.  In  a  few  minutes  we 
must  part,  and  we  are  sorry  to  part,  but  we  have  done  all  we 
came  to  do,  which  we  conceive  to  be  our  highest  social  and  patri- 
otic dut}'.  We  hope  you  are  all  satisfied  that  the  task  has  been 
well  performed,  and  that  the  Society  itself  has  responded  with 
full  and  manly  hearts  to  the  generous  and  noble  sentiments 
expressed  by  many  this  evening.  I  am  sure  that  General  Grant — 
there  is  no  use  in  talking  about  our  first  commander,  or  any  other 
kind  of  a  commander,  [laughter,]— that  (General  Grant  is  really 
pleased  we  meet  him  here  in  Chicago  on  this  occasion,  and  I  am 
sure  that  it  gives  the  Society  pleasure,  so  that  it  is  mutual  all  around. 
And  when  we  part,  we  part  with  the  best  of  feelings,  thankful 
that  we  have  been  spared  this  long  to  partake  of  such  an 
occasion.  We  really  are  favored  men,  all  of  us.  Every  gentle- 
man who  has  been  within  these  walls  to-night,  will  as  long  as  he 
lives  think  of  this  occasion  with  naught  but  pleasure  and  pride, 
and  he  will  tell  his  children  of  it,  and  the  memory  of  it  will  i^ass 
down,  I  hope,  for  ages.     [Applause.] 

And  now,  fellow  soldiers  and  friends,  I  shall  read  the  last  toast, 
and  upon  the  conclusion  we  will  adjourn  the  Societ}',  to  meet  in 
Cincinnati  some  time  next  autumn,  at  a  date  hereafter  to  be  named 
by  myself. 

He  then  announced  the 

Fifteenth  Toast: — "  The  Babies — as  they  comfort  tis  in  unr 
soi'roivs^  let  us  not  forget  them  hi  our  festivities^ 

Response  by  Samuel  L.  Clemens,  (Alark  Twain.) 

Ml".  Clemens  arising,  repeated  the  toast  and  said: 

I  like  that.  We  haven't  all  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  ladies: 
we  haven't  all  been  Generals,  or  poets,  or  statesmen;  but  when  the 
toast  works  down  to  the  babies,  we  stand  on  common  ground,  for 
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we've  all  been  babies.  It  is  a  shame  that  for  a  thousand  years  the 
world's  banquets  have  utterly  ignored  the  baby — as  if  he  didn't 
amount  to  anything!  If  you  gentlemen  will  stop  and  think  a 
minute— if  you  will  go  back  fifty  or  a  hundred  years,  to  your 
early  married  life,  and  recontemplatc  your  first  baby,  you  will  re- 
member that  he  amounted  to  a  good  deal,  and  even  something 
over.  You  soldiers  all  know  that  when  that  little  fellow  arrived 
at  family  headquarters,  you  had  to  hand  in  your  resignation.  lie 
took  entire  command.  You  became  his  lackey,  his  mere  body 
servant,  and  you  had  to  stand  aroimd,  too.  He  was  not  a  com- 
mander who  made  allowances  for  time,  distance,  weather  or  any- 
thing else — you  had  to  execute  his  order  whether  it  was  possible 
or  not.  And  there  was  only  one  form  of  marching  in  his  manual 
of  tactics,  and  tliat  was  the  double  quick.  He  treated  you  with 
every  sort  of  insolence  and  disrespect,  and  the  bravest  of  3'ou 
didn't  dare  to  say  a  word.  You  could  face  the  death-storm  of 
Donelson  and  Vicksburg,  and  give  back  blow  for  blow;  but  when 
he  clawed  your  whiskers  and  pulled  your  hair  and  twisted  your 
nose,  you  had  to  take  it.  When  the  thunders  of  war  were  sounding 
in  3'our  ears,  you  set  your  faces  toward  the  batteries  and  advanced 
with  steady  tread;  l)ut  when  he  turned  on  the  terrors  of  his  war- 
whoop,  you  advanced  in  the  other  direction — and  mighty  glad  of 
the  chance,  too.  When  he  called  for  soothing  sirup,  did  }ou 
venture  to  throw  out  any  side  remarks  about  certain  services  un- 
becoming an  officer  and  a  gentleman.^  No,  you  go  up  and  got  it. 
If  he  ordered  his  pap-bottle,  and  it  wasn't  warm,  did  you  talk 
back?  Not  you,  jou  went  to  work  and  warmed  it.  You  even 
descended  so  far  in  your  menial  office  as  to  take  a  suck  at  that 
w"arm  insipid  stuff  yourself,  to  see  if  it  was  right — three  parts 
w^ater  to  one  of  milk,  a  touch  of  sugar  to  modify  the  colic,  and  a 
drop  of  peppermint  to  kill  those  immortal  hiccups.  I  can  taste 
that  stuff  3'et.  iVnd  how  many  things  yow  learned,  as  you  went 
along;  sentimental  3-oung  folks  still  took  stock  in  that  beautiful 
old  sa3dng  that  when  the  bab3-  smiles  in  his  sleep,  it  is  because 
the  angels  are  whispering  to  him.  Ver3'  prettv,  "but  too  thin" — 
simply  wind  on  the  stomach,  m3'  friends!  If  the  bab3-  proposed 
to  take  a  walk  at  his  usual  hour — 2:30  in  the  morning — didn't  3-0U 
rise  up  promptly-  and  remark — with  a  mental  addition  which 
wouldn't  improve  a  sunday-school  book  much — that  that  was  the 
very  thing  3-ou   w'cre  about  to  propose  yourself  ?     O,  30U   were 
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under  good  discipline.  And  as  you  went  fluttering  up  and  down 
the  room  in  3'our  ''undress  uniform,"  3'ou  not  only  prattled  undig- 
nified bab^'-talk,  but  even  turned  up  your  martial  voices  and  tried 
to  sing,  "rockalw  bab}^  in  a  tree  toj^,"  for  instance.  What  a 
spectacle  for  an  Army  of  the  Tennessee!  And  what  an  aflliction 
for  the  neighbors,  too, — for  it  isn't  everyl:)ody  within  a  mile  around 
that  likes  military  music  at  3  in  the  morning.  And  when  you 
had  been  kccj^ing  this  sort  of  thing  up  two  or  three  hom-s,  and 
3'our  little  velvet-head  intimated  that  nothing  suited  him  like 
exercise  and  noise — "go  on!"' — what  did  you  do?  You  simply 
"ivcnt  on,  till  you  disappeared  in  the  last  ditch. 

The  idea  that  a  baby  doesn't  amount  to  anything!  Whv,  one 
liaby  is  just  a  house  and  a  front  yard  full  1)y  itself 

One  baby  can  furnish  more  business  than  you  and  vour  whole 
interior  department  can  attend  to.  lie  is  enterprising,  irrepress- 
ible, brim  full  of  lawless  activities.  Do  what  3'ou  please,  you 
can't  make  him  stay  on  the  reservation.  .Sufficient  unto  the  dav 
is  one  baby— as  long  as  j'ou  are  in  your  mind  don't  you  ever  pray 
for  twins.  Twins  amount  to  a  permanent  riot;  and  there  ain't 
any  real  dift'erence  between  triplets  and  an  insurrection. 

Yes,  it  was  high  time  for  a  toast-master  to  recognize  the  im- 
portance of  the  babies.  Think  what  is  in  store  for  the  present 
crop.  Fifty  years  hence  we  shall  all  be  dead — I  trust — and  then 
this  flag,  if  it  still  survive — and  let  us  hope  it  may — will  be  float- 
ing over  a  republic  numbering  200,000,000  souls,  according  to  the 
settled  laws  of  our  increase;  our  present  schooner  of  state  will 
have  grown  into  a  political  leviathan — a  Great  Eastern — and  the 
cradled  babies  of  to-day  will  he  on  deck.  Let  them  l)e  well 
trained,  for  we  are  going  to  leave  a  big  contract  on  their  hands. 
Among  the  three  or  four  million  cradles  now  rocking  in  the  land 
are  some  which  this  nation  would  preserve  for  ages  as  sacred 
things,  if  we  could  know  which  ones  they  are.  In  one  of  these 
cradles  the  xniconscious  Farragut  of  the  future  is  at  this  moment 
tcetli'mg:  Think  of  it!  and  putting  in  a  word  of  dead  earnest, 
unarticulatetl,  but  perfecth'  justi liable  profanit}'  over  it,  too;  in 
another,  the  future  renowned  astronomer  is  blinking  at  the  shining 
milky  way,  with  but  a  languid  interest,  poor  little  chap,  and 
wondering  what  has  become  of  that  other  one  they  call  the  wet 
nurse;  in  another  the  future  great  historian  is  lying — and  dcndit- 
less  he   will  continue   to   lie   till    iiis  earthU-    mission   is  endetl;   in 
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another  the  future  President  is  busyinj^  himself  with  no  pro- 
founder  problem  of  State  than  what  the  mischief  has  become  of 
his  hair  so  early,  and  in  a  mighty  array  of  other  cradles  there  are 
now  some  60,000  future  ofhce  seekers  getting  ready  to  furnish 
him  occasion  to  grapple  with  that  same  old  problem  a  second 
time;  and  in  still  one  more  cradle,  somewhere  under  the  flag,  the 
future  illustrious  commander-in-chief  of  the  American  armies  is 
so  litlle  burdened  with  his  a})proaching  grandeurs  and  responsi- 
bilities as  to  be  giving  his  whole  strategic  mind,  at  this  moment, 
to  trAing  to  find  out  some  way  to  get  his  own  big  toe  into  his 
mouth — an  achievement  which  (meaning  no  disrespect),  the  illus- 
trious guest  of  this  evening  turned  his  whole  attention  to  some 
Hftv-six  years  ago.  And  if  the  child  is  l)ut  the  prophecy  of  the 
man,  there  are  mighty  few  will  doid^t  tliat  he  succeeded. 

Mr.  Clemens  created  immense  amusement  and  continued 
laughter. 

The  Tattoo  and  Taps  were  sounded  and  General  Sherman  pro- 
nounced the  programme  of  the  banquet  finished  and  the  Society 
as  adjourned. 

The  party  rapidly  dispersed,  and  thus  ended,  at  half  past  three 
o'clock,  the  thirteenth  annual  bancpiet,  perhaps  the  most  eventful 
the  Society  has  ever  held. 
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DECORATIONS. 

Tl'.e  Club  Room,  Palmer  House,  in  which  the  business  meeting's 
were  held,  was  but  little  decorated,  a  few  ila^gs  and  evei"greens 
only  being  placed. 

Ilaverly's  Theater,  in  which  was  held  the  welcome  and  annual 
address  exercises,  was  handsomely  arranged.  The  design  of  the 
stage  presentation  was  a  camp  scene  composed  of  paintings  repre- 
senting a  field  camp  and  battery;  immediately  in  front  (on  the 
stage)  of  same,  being,  in  fact,  a  section  of  guns,  stacks  of  arms 
and  drums,  flag  statTand  garrison  flag  and  guards  on  duty.  The 
proscenium  boxes  w^ere  festooned  with  flags  and  evergreens, 
paintings  of  McPherson  and  Rawlins,  als(5  forms  of  flowers,  cross 
sabres,  cross  cannon  shields,  etc.;  and  suspended  from  the  drop 
curtain  was  a  design  and  flowers,  ilhnninated  in  gas  jets — words, 
"Welcome  Our  First  Commander." 

On.  the  stage,  and  apparently  in  the  Inittery,  was  perched  the 
famous  eagle,  carried  during  the  war  by  the  8th  Wisconsin  Inlan- 
try_"Old  Abe." 

The  dress  and  family  circles  were  elal)orately  festooned  with 
flags  and  evergreens;  and  on  the  walls,  columns,  etc.,  of  the  audi- 
torium were  hung  card  designs  giving  names  of  prominent  ofti- 
cers  of  our  army  and  battles  the  army  fought.  These  decorations 
were  all  the  contribution  and  work  of  the  Committee  on  Decora- 
tions and  Mr.  Haverly,  who  also  gave  the  local  committee  the  use 
of  the  theater. 

The  dining  halls  of  the  Palmer  House,  in  which  were  given  the 
banquet,  were  decorated  by  the  Committee  on  Decoration  and 
considered  quite  handsome.  The}'  consisted  mainly  of  flags  and 
evergreens  artistically  festooning  the  walls  and  strung  from  the 
columns  in  the  rooms,  with  card  designs  giving  names  of  battles, 
etc.,  etc.  The  tables  were  plentifully  supplied  with  designs  in 
flowers. 
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COMMITTEES. 


E  X  ]£  C  U  T I  \'  E    C  O  -M  M I  If  E  E . 

General  John  A.  Logan,  Chairman. 

Captain  Jolin  T.  McAule^",  Secretary, 
Colonel  J.  M.  Loomis,  General  A.  L.  Chetlain, 

General  Joseph  Stockton,  Colonel  W.  L.  Barnum, 

Lieutenant  R.  S.  Tuthill,  Captain  Martin  Beem, 

Major  J.  A.  Fitch,  Major  G.  L.  Paddock; 

Captain  John  C.  Neely. 

FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 


Colonel  J.  ^L  Loomis, 
Captain  I.  P.  Ramsey, 
Lieutenant  F.  S.  Allen, 
^Lljor  George  Mason, 
Major  E.  A.  Blodgett, 
Captain  J.  T.  McAulej, 
General  J.  15.  Leake, 
General  H.  N.  Eld  ridge, 


Captain  D.  !L  Gile, 
Lieutenant  J.  J.  Borland, 
Colonel  W.  L.  Barnum, 
Colonel  VV.  B.  Keeler, 
Captain  P.  McGrath, 
Captain  J.  C.  Neely, 
Lieutenant    F.   P.   Fisher, 
Major  S.  E.  Barrett, 


COMMITTEE    ON     INVITATION. 


General  \V.  E.  Strong, 
Major  S.  E.  Barrett, 
>Lijor  E.  O.  F.  Roler, 


General  A.  C.  Ducat, 
Captain  B.  F.  Monroe, 
General  S.  B.  Shcrer. 


RECEPTION    COMMITTEE. 


General  A.  L.  Chetlain, 
Colonel  T.  Lvle  Dickc}', 
Colonel  W.  H.  Bolton, 
Captain  J.  E.  White, 


General  A.  Baird, 
Captain  J.  T.  McAuley, 
General  R.  W.  Smith, 
General  P.   U.   Sheridan, 


General  John  A.  Logan. 


COMMITTEE    ON    TR ANSPOKTATION. 


General  Joseph  Stockton, 
Major  Henry  Gleason, 


Colonel  T.   C.   Chandler. 
Captain  J.  G.  Everest, 


Captain  J.  R.  Floyd. 


464  Pi^oceediiigs  of  the  Society 
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SONGS. 

No  small  part  of  the  interest  a.n(l  enjoyment  of  our  reunions  is 
lliat  of  music  and  songs  as  tliey  are  sung  by  many  in  our  rooms 
at  hotels  and  at  tlie  exercises.  Below  are,  therefore,  piinted  what 
are  termed  army  songs,  that  all  may  know  them,  believing  the 
3ociet\'  will  accord  full  approval. 

TRAMP,  TRAMP,  TRAMP,  THE  BOYS  ARE  MARCHING. 

Ill  the  prison  cell  I  sit,  thinking,  mother  dear,  of  vou, 
And  the  bright  and  happy  days  now  gone  before, 

And  the  tears  tliev  fill  my  eyes,  spite  of  ail  that  I  can  do, 
'Tho  I  try  to  cheer  my  comrades  and  be  gay. 

Chorus. — Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  the  boys  are  marching, 
Cheer  up  comrades,  they  will  coine. 

And  beneath  the  starry  flag  we   will  breathe  the  air  again, 
Of  the  free  land  in  our  own  beloved  homes. 

In  the  battle  front  we  stood,  when  their  fiercest  charge  thev  made. 
And  they  swept  us  ofl",  a  hundred  men  or  more. 

But  before  they  i-eached  our  lines,  they  were  driven  back,  dismayed. 
Then  we  heard  the  cr\'  of  victory  o'er  and  o'er. 

Chorus. — Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  etc. 

So  wilhin  the  prison  cell,  we  are  wailing  for  the  day 

That  shall  come  to  open  w'ide  the  iron  door, 
And  the  hollow  eye  grows  bright,  and  the  poor  iieart  almost  gay. 

As  I  ihink  of  seeing  home  and  friends  once  more. 
Chorus. — Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  etc. 

THE    SWORD    OF   BUNKER    HILL. 

He  lay  upon  his  dying  bwJ,  his  eyes  were  growing  dim. 

When  with  a  feeble  voice  he  called  his  weeping  son  to  him, 

Weep  not,  my  boy,  the  vetran  said,  I  bow  to  Heaven's  liigh  will, 
But  quicklv  froni  von  antlers  bring 

Chorus. — The  .Sword  of  Bunker  Hill. 

But  quickly  from  yon  antlers  bring 
The  Sword  of  Bunker  Iliil. 
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The  Sword  was  brought,  tlic  soldier's  eve  ht  with  a  sudden  Hame, 

And  as  he  grasped  the  ancient  blade,  he  murmured  Warren's  name, 

Then  said,  m_v  boj',  I  leave  you  gold,  but  what  is  richer  still, 
I  leave  vou,  mark  me,  mark  me  well. 

Chorus. — The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,  etc. 

It  was  on  that  dread,  immortal  day,  we  dared  the  Briton  band, 
A  captain  raised  that  blade  on  me,  I  tore  it  Irom  his  hand; 

And  while  the  glorious  battle  raged,  it  lightened  freedom's  will, 
For  boy,  the  God  of  Freedom  blessed 

Chorus. — The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,  etc. 

Oh  keep  that  sword,  his  accents  broke,  a  smile  ami  he  was  dead; 

But  his  wrinkled  hand  still  grasped  the  blade  upon  that  dying  bed. 
The  son  remains,  the  Sword  remains,  its  glory  growing  still, 

And  twenty  millions  Viless  the  Sire 

Chorus. — And  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,  etc. 

OLD   SHADY. 

Yah!  Yah!  Yah!  Come  laugh  wid  me, 

De  white  folks  say  old  Shady  am  free, 
I  'spec  de  year  of  ju  be-lee 

Am  a  coming,  am  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer, 

Den  away,  den  away,  for  I  am  going  home. 
Repeat. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer, 

Den  away,  den  awav,  for  I  am  going  homo 

Oh!  massa  got  scared,  and  so  did  his  lady, 

Dis  chile  break  for  old  Uncle  Aby, 
Open  the  door,  for  here's  old  Shady, 

A  coming,  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 

Good  bye  Mass.  Jetf.  good  bye,  M:iss.  Stephens. 

'Sense  dis  nigger  for  taking  his  lea\ins, 
I  'spec  by  and  by  you'll  see  Uncle  Abraham 

A  coming,  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 
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Good  by  hard  wcjik  without  auv  pav, 

I'se  going  uy>  North  where  de  white  Iblks  say, 
Dat  white  wiieat  bread  and  a  dollar  a  da\- 
Am  a  coming,  am  a  coming, 
Mail  mighty  dav . 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  slay  here  no  longer,  ett. 

Get  up  old  Sambo  and  blow  de  horn, 

Don't  you  sec  de  dust  raising  ober  de  corn, 
Dat's  Sherman's  Bummers  sure's  I'm   born 

A  coming,  a  coming, 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 

Oh!  I'se  got  a  wife  and  a  nice  little  bab>', 
Way  up  North  in  the  Lower  Canady, 
Won't  they  shout,  when  they  see  old  Shady 

A  coming,  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc. 

Oh!  here's  to  General  Grant,  de  brave  and  true. 

He  captured  Vicksburg  and  Richmond  too. 

He  made  de  rebels  think  the  very  devel  in  blue 

Was  a  coming,  was  a  coming. 

Hail  mighty  day. 

Chorus. — Den  away,  den  away,  I  can't  stay  here  no  longer,  etc, 
SHERMAN'S  MARCH  TO  THE  SEA. 


Our  camp-fires  shown  bright  on  the  mountain 

That  frowned  on  the  river  below, 
As  we  stood  by  our  guns  in  the  morning, 

And  eagerly  watched  for  the  foe; 
When  a  rider  came  out  of  the  darkness 

That  hung  o\'er  mountain  and  tree, 
And  shouted   "  Boys,  up  and  be  ready! 

For  Sherman  will  marcli  to  the  sea." 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song  of  our  chiet^tain, 
That  echoed  over  river  and  lea; 
And  the  stars  of  our  banners  jhown  brighter 
When  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  ^ea, 
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Then  cheer  upon  cneer  for  bold  Sherman 

Went  up  from  each  vallej  and  glen, 
And  the  bugles  re-echoed  the  music 

That  came  from  the  lips  of  the  men, 
For  we  knew  that  the  stars  in  our  banner 

More  bright  in  their  splendor  would  be, 
And  the  blessing  from  Northland  woidd  greet  us, 

When  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  sea. 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 

Then  forward,  boys!  forward  to  battle! 

We  marched  on  our  wearisome  way, 
We  stormed  the  wild  hills  of  Resacca — 

God  bless  those  who  fell  on  that  day! 
Then  Kenesaw  frowned  in  its  glory, 

Frowned  down  on  the  flag  of  the  free; 
But  the  East  and  the  West  bore  our  standard. 

And  Sherman  marched  on  to  the  sea. 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 

Still  onward  we  pressed,  till  our  banners 

Swept  out  from  Atlanta's  grim  walls 
And  the  blood  of  the  patriot  dampened 

The  soil  where  the  traitor  flag  falls; 
But  we  paused  not  to  weep  for  the  fallen, 

Who  slept  by  each  river  and  tree, 
Yet  we  twined  them  a  wreath  of  laurel. 

As  Sherman  marched  down  to  the  sea. 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  song,  etc. 

Oh  proud  was  our  army  that  morning. 

That  stood  where  the  pinedarklv  towers. 
When  Sherman  said,  "  Boys,  you  are  weary, 

But  to  day  fair  Savannah  is  ours!" 
Then  sang  we  a  song  of  our  chieftain. 

That  echoed  over  river  and  lea. 
And  the  stars  in  our  banner  shown  brighter 

When  Sherman  camped  down  by  the  sea! 

Chorus. — Then  sang  we  a  sonij,  etc, 
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MARCHING  THROUGH  GEORGIA. 


Bring  tlic  good  olii  bugle  bo\-s!  we'll  sing  another  song. 

Sing  it  with  a  spirit  that  will  start  the  work!  along — 
Sing  it  as  we  used  to  sing  it,  fifty  thousand  strong, 

While  we  were  marehing  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — "Ilurrali!   Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee! 

Hurrah!   Hurrah!  the  flag  that  makes  you  free!" 
So  we  sang  the  ehorus  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea, 
While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

How  the  darkeys  shouted  when  they  heard  the  joyful  sound! 

How  the  turkeys  gobbled  which  our  commissary  found' 
How  the  sweet  potatoes  even  started  from  the  ground. 

While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Choru.s. — Hurrah!   Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 

Yes,  and  there  were  Union  men  who  wept  with  joyful  tears. 

When  they  saw  the  honor'tl  flag  the\-  had  not  seen  for  3'ears, 

Hardly  could  thev  be  restrained  from  breaking  forth  in  ciieers 
Wliile  we  were  marcliing  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!   Hurrah!  we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 

"  Sherman's  dashing  Yankee  Boys  will  never  reach  the  coast! 

So  the  saucy  rebels  said,  and  t'was  a  handsome  boast 
Had  they  not  forgot,  alas!  to  reckon  with  the  host 

While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!   Hurrah!  wc  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 

So  we  made  a  thoroughfare  tor  freedom  and  her  train. 
Sixty  miles  in  latitude — three  hundred  to  the  main; 

Treason  fled  before  us,  for  resistance  \vas  in  vain, 
While  we  were  marching  through  Georgia. 

Chorus. — Hurrah!    Hurrah!   we  bring  the  Jubilee,  etc. 
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McFarland,  John   D.,  Captain,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

McGinnis,  G.  T.,  General,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

McGrath,  P.,  431   West  14th  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

McLean,  W.  A.,  Captain,  Chicago,  111. 

McMillan,  E.  C,  Captain,  Marshaltown,  Iowa. 

McMurray,  J.  W.,  Major,  Fort  Adams,  Newport,  R.  I. 

McNuita,  John,  Brigadier-General,  Bloomington,  111. 

Macauly,  Dan'l,  General,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Macfeely,  Robert,  General,  U.  S.   A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Madgeburg,  H.,  Captain,  Milwaukee,   Wis. 

Mahon,  Samuel,  Major,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Manning,  M.  \V.,  Colonel,  Chicago,  ill. 

Markland,  A.  H.,  Colonel,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Marshall,  Wm.  R.,  General,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Marshall,  Woodsom  S.,  Captain,  Warsaw,  Ind. 

Mason,  Wm.  B.,  Marietta,  O. 

Mason,  George,  Major,  190  N.  Clinton  St.,  Chicago,  III 

Matteson,  C.  F.,  Lieutenant,  Cottage  Grove  &35th  St.,  Chicago. 

May,  Dwight,  General,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

Mayers,  C.  G.,  Colonel,  Madison,  Wis. 

Mead,  W.  G.,  Lieutenant,  109  S.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

Merriam,  J.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Springfield,  III. 

Meumann,  Theo.,  Colonel,  East  St.  Louis,  111. 

Miller,  E.  T.,  Captain,  Medina,  Delaware  Co.,  Pa. 

Miller,  Madison,  General,  Percy,  Randolph  Co.,  111. 

Monroe,  J.  H.,  Captain,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Monroe,  B.  F.,  Captain,  1430  Prairie  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Moore,  Wm.   Bowen,  Major,   Comm.   of  Customs,  Washington. 

Moore,  John,  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 

Moore,  R.  M.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Moore,  M.  L.,  Lieutenant. 

Morrill,  Henry  L.,  Major,  Evansville,  Ind. 

Morrison,  J.  B.,  Captain,  Fort  Madison,  Iowa. 

Morton,  Charles  A.,  Colonel,  St.   Paul,  Minn. 

Moss,  J.  Thompson,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  111. 

Moulton,  C.   W.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Mulrane,  D.  A.,  Lieutenant,  Princeton,  111. 

Munson,  G.  D.,  Colonel,  Zanesville,  O. 

Murray,  E.  M.,  General,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Murphy,  D.  N.  G.,  Major,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Mussey,  W.  H.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Neely,  J.  C,  Captain,  Merchant's  National  Bank.  Clrcago,  111. 
Nixon,  O.  W.',  Surgeon,  Chicago,  111. 


482  Proceedings  of  the  Society 

Nichols,  George  W.,   Major,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Nichols,  F.  C,  Major,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington. 
Nish,  J.,  Captain,  Woodstock,  111. 
Noble,  J.  W.,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Noble,  H.  T.,  Colonel,  Dixon,  111. 
Noyes,  Ed.  F.,  General,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Nucolls,  Eva,  Lieutenant,  Eldora,  111. 
Nutt,  E.  E.,  Captain,  Sidney,  O. 

O'Conner,  Henry,  Major,  State  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Ockerson,  Geo.  B.,  Captain,  Lexington,  111. 
Ogg,  A.  L.,  Captain,  Greenfield,  Ind. 
Oglesby,  R.  J.,  General,  Decatur,  111. 
Oliver,  W.  S.,  Colonel,  Little   Rock,  Ark. 

Page,  Harlan,  Captain,  Chicago,  111. 

Paddock,  G.  L.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  111. 

Palmer,  J.  J.,  Colonel,  Rockford.  111. 

Parker,  L.  L.,  Kalida,  Putnam  County,  O. 

Parrot,  J.  C,  Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Pattier,  Charles  O.,  Captain,  Cairo,  111. 

Patridge,  C.  A.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Patterson,  R.  F.,  Colonel,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Pearson,  R.  N.,  General,  Springfield,  111. 

Pease,  Phineas,  General,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Peats,  F.  F.,  Major,  Rockford,  111. 

Pelton,  F.  W.,  Captain,  129  Franklin  Ave.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Perkins,  A.  A.,  Major,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Peterson,  B.  H.,  Colonel,  New  Orleans.  La.  % 

Pierce,  G.  A.,  Inter-Ocean,  Chicago,  111. 

Pike,  R.  VV.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  111. 

Pitman,  W.  G.,  Captain,  Madison,  Wis. 

Pitzman,  Julius,  Captain,  522  Pine  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Plummer,  S.  C,  Surgeon,  Rock  Island,  111. 

Plunkett,  Wm.  H.,  Major,  1433  Q^Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Poe,  O.  M.,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Pope,  John,  General,  U.  S.  A.,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kan. 

Porter,  Jas.  M.,  19  Bryant  Block,  Chicago,  111. 

Porter,  G.  W.,  Captain,  195  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Potts,  I.  B.,  Captain,  Columbus,  O. 

Potter,  J.  B.,  Surgeon,  Canal  Winchester,  O. 

Potter,  J.  A.,  General,  U.  S.  A.,  Painsville,  O. 

Potts,  B.  F.,  General,  Helena,  Montana. 

Powell,  E.,  Major,  45  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Powell,  J.  W.,  Major,  910  M  St.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Pratt,  C.  L.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  111. 

Pride,  Geo.  G.,  Colonel,  Room  20,  No.  115  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

Proudfit,  J.  K.,  Colonel,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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Pruntv,  W.  T.,  Captain,  Olney,  111. 
PiiUen,  J.  O.,  Captain,  Bloomington,  111. 
Putnam,  Charles  E.,  Captain,  Marion,  Iowa. 
Putney,  Frank  H.,  Lieutenant,  Waukesha,  Wis. 

Randall,  L.  G., ^Lieutenant,  Napoleon,  O. 

Rapp,  Isaac,  Lieutenant,  Carbondale,  111.  , 

Rassieur,  L.,  Major,  s.  vv.  cor.  4th  &  Market  Sts.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Ravold,  William,  Captain,  Greenville,  111. 

Raymond,  George,  Captain. 

Raymond,  J.  B.,  Captain,  Yankton,  D.  T. 

Raum,  G.  B.,  General,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 

Rcece,  Alonzo  B,,  Lieutenant,  220  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

Reid,  J.  M.,  Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Rcid,  D.  O.,  Captain,  Moline,  111. 

Rcnaker,  J.  I.,  Colonel,  Carlinsville,  111. 

Reynolds,  Thos.,  General,  Madison,  Wis. 

Reynolds,  J.  S.,  General,  152  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Rice,  A.  v..  General,  Ottawa,  O. 

Rice,  E.  W.,  General,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 

Riebsame,  Christian,  Captain,  Bloomington,  111. 

Robinson,  A.  R. 

Robinson,  J.  G. 

Robinson,  Benj.  E.,  Lieutenant,  Fairbury,  111. 

Rood,  H.  H.,  Lieutenant,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa. 

Root,  R.,  Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Roots,  L.  IL,  Captain,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Ross,  L.  F.,  General,  Avon,  111. 

Routt,  Jno.  L.,  Captain,  Denver,  Col. 

Roler,  E.  O.  F.,  Surgeon,  10S4  Indiana  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Rohr,  G.  W.,  Surgeon,  Rockford,  111. 

Robertson,  W.  S.,  Major,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Rowett,  R.,  General,  Carlinsville,  111. 

Rowley,  \V.  R.,  General,  Galena,  111. 

Ruggles,  J.  M.,  General,  Havana,  111. 

Rumse}',  J.  W.,  Captain,  170  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Rumsey,  I.  P.,  Captain,  170  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  HI. 

RutI",  W.  A.,  142  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Rusk,  J.  M.,  General,  Viroqua,  Wis. 

Sabine,  A.,  Surgeon,  Jeffersonville,  111. 

Safeley,  J.  J.,  Major,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 

Sanborn,  J.  B.,  General,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Sanders,  A.  J.  H.,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sanford,  W.  W.,  General,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Schofield,  G.  W.,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 

Scott,  J.  K.,  Colonel,  Martinsville,  Ind. 

Scribner,  W.  S.,  Lieutenant,  Probate  Court,  Chicago.  111. 
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Sexton,  A.,  Madison,  Wis. 

Sexton,  Jas.  A.,  Captain,  1S3  Erie  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Sherman,  Hojt,  Major,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Sherman,  B.  R.,  Captain,  Dcs  Moines,  Iowa. 

Sherman,  W.  T.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sherer,  Sam'l  B.,  Major,  21  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

Sherburne,  E.  A.,  200  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Shurtz,  E.,  Colonel,  Marshaltown,  Iowa. 

Simpson,  John  E.,  Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Skilton,  A.  S.,  Captain,  Monroeville,  Huron  county,  O. 

Slack,  J.  R.,  General,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Smith,  J.  E.,  Gen.,  U.  S.  A.,  Camp  Douglass,  via  Salt  Lake  Citv. 

Smith,  Jas.  H.,  Lieutenant. 

Smith,  W.  S.,  General,  21  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Smith,  J.  Condit,  Colonel,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Smith,  I.  P.,  Captain,  New  Albany,  Ind. 

Smith,  James  T.,  Captain,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Smith,  J.  A.,  Captain,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Smith,  Chas.  W.,  Captain,  P.  O.  Box  t^t^,  Chicago,  111. 

Smith,  Robert  W.,  General,  Chicago,  111. 

Smith,  M.  P.,  Captain,  Marengo,  Iowa. 

Smith,  Milo,  Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Spear,  Ed.,  Major,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Spooiier,  B.,  General,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind. 

Sprague,  J.   VV.,  General.  Portland,  Or. 

Stark,  C.  W.  M.,  Captain,  Tiffany,  Rock  county,  Wis. 

Steele,  G.  R.,  Major,  Decatur,  111. 

Stewart,  A.  S.,  Captain,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Stewart,  W.  H.,  Captain,  Woodstock,  111. 

Stewart,  Owen,  Colonel,  Chicago,  111. 

Stone,  J,  C,  Colonel,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Strong,  W.  E.,  General,  Peshtigo  Company,  Chicago,  111. 

Strong,  Robert  C,  Major,  Columbus,  O. 

Stockton,  J.  S.,  General,  Chicago,  111. 

Swain,  C.  H.,  Surgeon,  Toledo,  O. 

Swain,  James  A.,  Colonel,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Swarthout,  W.,  Colonel,  Quincy,  111. 

Taggart,  G.  I.,  Colonel,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Taylor,  Ezra,  General,  IJoard  of  Trade,  Chicago,  111. 

Taylor,  F.  M.,  Captain,  Belleville,  111. 

Terrell,  W.  H.  H.,  General,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Thayer,  J.  M.,  General,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  Ter. 

Thompson,  Robert  M.,  Major,  1341  F  St.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Thrall,  W.  R.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Tilson,  John,  General,  Qiiincy,  111 

Tobey,  E.  P.,  105  Calumet  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Tourtelotte,  J.  E.,  Colonel.  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Towne,  O.  C,  Lieutenant,  Pocotonica,  111. 

Tripp,  S.  S.,  Peoria,  111. 

Trimble,  H.  M.,  Lieutenant,  Princeton,  111. 

Tullis,  James,  Colonel,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Tucker,  A.  M.,  Colonel,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Turner,  Charles,  General,  Pekin,  111. 

Tuthill,  R.  S.,  Lieutenant,  132  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

* 
Underwood,  B.  W. 

Vandever,  Wm.,  General,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
Vanseller,  H.,  Colonel,  Paris,  111. 
Veatch,  J.  C,  General,  Rockport,  Ind. 
Vilas,  Wm.  F.,  Colonel,  Madison,  Wis. 
Vogelson,  W.  M.,  Colonel,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Vogles,  D.  W.,  Surgeon,  New  Albany,  Ind. 
Von  Blessing,  L.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Wainwright,  W.  A.,  Captain,  Noblesville,  Ind. 

Walcutt,  C.  C,  General.  Columbus,  O. 

Walcott,  R. 

Walters,  J.  N.,  Captain,  Springfield,  Ind. 

Wangelin,  H.,  General,  Belleville,  111. 

Ware,  W.  E.,  Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Ware,  Ad.,  Captain,  g6th  St.  and  9th  Avenue,  New  York. 

Warner,  Willard,  General,  Tecumseh,  Ala. 

Warner,  V.,  Captain,  Clinton,  111. 

Warrons,  C.  H.,  Captain,  Chester,  Randolph  Co.,  111. 

Wasson,  John  N.,  Captain,  Shawneetown,  III. 

Weber,  Dan.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Webster,  E.  H.,  Captain,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Welch,  D.  N.,  Colonel,  Chicago,  111. 

Welker,  Fred.,  Major,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Wells,  George  E.,  Colonel,  Toledo,  O. 

Wheeler,  W.  F.,  Captain,  Helena,  Mon. 

White,  J.  E.,  Chicago,  111. 

Wilcox,  J.  S.,  Colonel,  Elgin,  111. 

Wiles,  G.  F.,  General,  Zanesville,  O. 

Willard,  L.  S.,  Major,  Austin,  Minn. 

Williams,  W.  S.,  Captain,  Canton,  O. 

Williams,  Rueben,  Colonel,  Warsaw,  Ind. 

Williamson,  J.  A.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Wilson,  T.   P.,  Major,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Wilson,  H.,  Colonel,  Sidney,  O. 

Wilson,  S.  J.,  Major,  Macon  Cit}',  Mo. 

Wilson,  J.  F.,  Captain,  Peoria,  111. 

Wilson,  James  H.,  Major-General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Wilson,  F.  C,  Lieutenant,  47  and  49  W.  Lake  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Winslow,  E.  F.,  General,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
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Wise,  J.  S.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Willison,  A.,  Lewiston,  111. 
Wickersham,  D.,  Colonel,  Springfield,  111. 
Witmer,  John  H.,  Major,  Ottawa,  111. 
Wood,  John,  Colonel,  Qiiincv,  111. 
Wood,  W.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Belvidere,  111. 
WoodhuU,  Max.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Woodward,  F.  J.,  Captain,  Du  Quoin,  111. 
Wright,  Crafts  J.,  General,  Marine  Hospital,  Chicago,  111. 
Wright,  W.  W.,  General,  41S  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  I'a. 
Wright,  B.  T.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  81  State  St.,  Chicago,  111. 
Wilbur,  C.  T.,  Surgeon,  Lincoln,  111. 
Watts,  J.  M.,  Lieutenant,  Delphi,  Ind. 

Zearing,  J.  R.,  Surgeon,  Dover,  111. 
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